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: |. for one, desire that the Reptegensine should 
‘ . We have no use for the Navy. We do 
7 + yse it. When we wang vessels to go up the 
Paraguay river we goand hire them, and then we 
find it is cheaper to purchase than to pay rent, 
and so we buy them. And when we build ves- 
sels, before we have occasion to use them, they 
are out of date. We spend millions upon mil- 

ons in this process. 
— I a to strike a blow at this whole 
Navy expenditure, and let the Navy go out of 
existence. If we have a war upon the ocean, it 
will bea mercantile marine that will fight the bat- 
tes, If we have a war upon the land, it will be 
the volunteer citizens that will fight the battles 
upon the land. I hardly suppose I shall get my 
amendment adopted. Let us blow the whole 
thing up; let these vessels.rot; and when we want 
vessels to fight, we can get mercantile vessels and 
arm them with our citizens. [A Voice. They 
have no guns.] Your guns are out of date when 
you want them. There are scores of vessels that 
we move only from the places where they are 
built down to the dock-yards, where the worms 
eat them up before you have a particle of use for 
them. Ido not wish to discuss this matter par- 
ticulanly, but these are briefly my views of the 
subject, and these are facts. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to offer 
at amendment to the entire section. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | desire to offer an amend- 
ment to a poruon of it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Then I will wait 
till the gentleman’s amendment is disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to reduce the amount 


se. 


desire to say but a few words in regard to this 
very importantamendment. ‘I found myself ina 
minority in the Committee of Ways and Means 
in regard to the appropriation for the repair and 
construction of vessels of the Navy. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Maryland to have offergd an 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire toamend 


till the section would be read, and till the c 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means might 
have an opportunity of perfecting the section. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Phe amount appropriated 
last year for the repair and equipment of vessels 
of the Navy was but $1,000,000. This large re- 
duction was made in€onsequence, chiefly, of the 
vouses alleged to have been committed in the dis- 
tribution of this fund—abuses which, I believe, 
still exist, but toa comparatively limited extent. 


(he amount of former appropriations, and, indeed, 
for a larger sum than had ever before been appro- 
priated for the purpose. He asks for something 
between three and four million dollars for items 
formerly included under the head of ** equipment 
and repairs.”? | have a statement showing that the 


expenditures of this department of the service have | 


inereased in a remarkable degree within the last 
iitteen years. I find that, in 1845-46, the expenses 
for repairs and equipmentamounted to $1,222,378. 
They ran up, in 1857-58, to $3,129,000. Last year 
we reduced them to $1,900,000; and I have not 
heard that the service suffered, in any respect, 
from the reduction. Now it is proposed by the 
Jepartment to get the amount up to something 
like three million six hundred thousand dollars. 
he amount that was formerly appropriated for 
the repair and equipment of vessels of the Navy 
!s now divided into three or four separate items. 
peste » the next item, and an item for hemp, 
eaily 
*quipment of vessels.’? I tried to ascertain from 
the Secretary of the Navy, as nearly as possible, 


ow he arrived at the estimate of $3,600,000, and || 
tee; but I will not trespass on the rules. 


| . . e ° . ‘ 
a oe satisfaction I received is contained in a letter 
old in my hand, and which reads as follows: 


ue ies to keep the number of men afloat which the 
thorizes, it requires a portion of the frigates, all the 
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in lines eighteen and nineteen to $1,523,000. I | 








| itures for repairs and equipments. 





This year the Secretary of the Navy estimates to | 





luded in the ordinary term, “ repair and || 








WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 1860. 


CIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN 


N ©. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





New Senies..... No. 179. 





simply because we have been accustomed to | sloops-of-war, and nearly all the steam vessels, to be kept | 


in condition for actual service ; and to prevent the ships in \| not my surprise, that he should bring that oppo- 


ordinary and on the stocks going rapidly to decay, contin- 
uous work is necessary on them. In this way the estimate 
contemplates an expenditure on every vessel, based on 


practical judgment and the expense of previous years; and | 


although the estimate may be in defect or in excess for 
any particular ship, yet it will be nearly true in the aggre- 
gate. 

“The ten ships of the line in ordinary and on the stocks 
are estimated at $67,000; the ten frigates in ordinary and 
atsea are estimated at $545,000 ; for twelve store-ships, re- 
ceiving vessels on foreign stations, the estimate is $126,000 ; 
for the thirty-eight steam vessels in ordinary and in active 
service there is estimated $930,000, included in which is 
the sum of $48,000 for the maintenance and wear and tear 
abroad of the seven vessels purchased for the purposes of 
the Paraguay expedition; amounting in all to $2,523,000, 
which, in my opinion, is avsolutely necessary for the proper 
and economigal maintenance of the Navy.” 


Now, when we come to look back, we find that 
ten years ago we had nearly the same number of 
vessels and of guns that we now have, while the 


expenditure was not half as great as it now is. || 


In 1834 the United States Navy was composed 
of 53 vessels, carrying 1,982 guns; and the entire 
annual cost, saihadions the pay of officers and men, 
was $3,956,000. In 1846 we had 77 vessels, car- 
rying 2,345 guns; and the entire expenditure of 
the Navy Department was $7,445,000. In 1858 
we had 79 vessels—but two more than we had 


twelve yearsago—carrying 2,244 guns ;and the ex- | 


penses of the Department had risen to $13,262,561. 
” 


Thus we find that, although the service is not in- || 


creased, although the number of vessels and guns 
has not materially varied for the last twelve years, 
yet the cost has doubled. There is no reason for 
it. Lhavenodoubt that some increase is natural; 
but such an increase as that is unnatural, and can 
be accounted for only by examining the various 
expenses of the Navy Department. 


Mr. WINSLOW © What years did the gentle- | 


| man from Ohio compare ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
1858. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Since the first date, the 
vessels of our Navy have been confined chiefly to 
steam vessels, the expenses of which are infinitely 
greater than the expenses of sailing vessels. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I knowit iscommon to at- 
tribute the remarkable increase of expense to the 
use of steam in the Navy, and the consequent con- 
sumption of fuel; but Ihave this to say on that 
point: that the largest amount expended for coal 
and for the transportation of coal for our Navy 
for one year has only been $600,000. In the next 
section there is a separate item for coal, and this 
item amounts to $850,000 for all vessels and all 


The years 1834, 1846, and 


| navy-yards. 


There should be a radical change in the expend- 
A year ago 
we made this reduction that l have mentioned, and 
since that time I have not heard of any loss of 
efficiency in the Navy; and I see no reason why 
we should go back to the old system, and place 
these large sums, ad libitum, in the hands of the 
Secretary of the Navy for disbursement. I think 
we oughtto reduce the appropriation to $1,000,000, 
and | believe that no branch of the service will 
suffer in consequence of our doing so. 


Mr. WINSLOW. lLask thegentleman whether | 


that part of the bill from line twenty-eight to line 
thirty-three was inserted at the instance of the 
Department, or of the Naval Committee, or of the 
Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was done by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; upon motion of the 
gentleman from Maryland, |Mr. Davis.] 

Mr. WINSLOW. ‘The gentleman does not 
understand me. I see by this bill that the sums 
of money appropriated here 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WINSLOW. I am seeking information 





from the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
| Means. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will reply to the gentle- 


man’s question, with the consent of the commit- 


Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from Ohio 
says that he was in a minority in the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in his views on this section 








SSS 





of the bill, and I can but express my regret, if 


sition into the House and make the action of the 
last House, founded on his own suggestion— 
which has crippled the service; which has em- 


| barrassed the operations of the whole Navy—the 


foundation fur the present motion, thatthe amount 
estimated by the Government and recommended 
by the Committee of Ways and Means shal! be 
reduced $1,000,000. Mr. Chairman, I say, with 
all respect to the gentleman from Ohio, that the 
errors grouped together in the brief remarks 
which he submitted to the House are so numer- 
ous that it would require perhaps an hour to ex- 


| pose them adequately; but I have not the oppor- 


tunity allowed me to do so. 

The gentleman from Ohio will remember that 
it was on his own motion that all discussion on 
this bill has been prevented by resolution of the 
House; and we are now reduced to the necessity 
of making only desultory explanations during 
the five minutes allotted to us under the rule. 
cannot say all that I would say, in reply tot the 
gentleman from Ohio, in the course of my present 
remarks; but inasmuch as all general debate is 
cut off, and as I, for one, am not willing that so 
important a subject should be hurried through 
without due deliberation, I shall take the oppor- 
tunity, again and again, of obtaining the floor, 
till I have at least paid my respects to some of 
the errors into which the gentleman has fallen. 
I can show that the amount asked for is not more 
than is requisite for the public service, and not 
more than the average expenditure for like objects 
for the last seven years. 

The gentleman says that the last appropriation 
for this object was only $1,000,000. ‘That is true. 
Why was it $1,000,000? Because the gentleman 
induced the House, under very peculiar cireum- 
stances—which certainly are not forgotten—to 
strike off more than a million dollars from the 
proposed appropriation, and reduce it to the sum 
of $1,000,000. Add that $1,000,000, and $900,000 
for hemp and fuel, to the amount proposed in the 
present bill, and it will make $5,563,000—the av- 
erage for this year and the last being $2,781,500. 

Now, sir, the appropriations for 1854, 1855, 
1856, 1857, and 1858, were $2,534,950, $2,799,500, 
$2,799,500, $2,877,000, and $2,850,000. 

The average of five years’ expenditure, from 
1854 to 1858, was $2,772,190; and the average of 
this year with the last is only $2,781,500, or just 
about the sum which was the average appropria- 
tion for the last seven years. The gentleman for-- 
gets that in the last five years we have added 
twenty-five or thirty new, aud some of them large, 
ships to the Navy—the frigates Santee and Sabine, 
of fifty guns each; the screw frigates Roanoke, 
Colorado, Merrimac, Minnesota, and Wabash, 
of forty guns; five or six first-class steam sloops; 
seven or eight second-class steam sloops; besides 
smaller vessels. Thus it will be seen that within 
the last five years about thirty new ships have 
been added to the Navy; and yet the appropria- 
tion now asked for, with the appropriation of last 
year, only equals the average of the preceding five 

ears. Now, will the gentleman tell us in what 
aaah of the service a reduction can be made? 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio by strrking out 
another million, so as to ieave half a million for 
repairs. I will just transfer my remarks made 
on the other point to this, where they are, per- 
haps, more eppropriate; and I should like if the 
committee would give us a vote on my amend- 
ment in the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois, and Id» it for the 
purpose of answering the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. | am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Lilinois, because I 
believe that it would cripple the service; buc  be- 
lieve that the amount which | propose, $1,500,000, 
is amply sufficient. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia makes this mistake: the amount reported in 
this bill for construction and vepairs is $3,660,000, 
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I say that in no year has such a sum ever been || 
roe for that service. There is more re- |! 
ported in this bill than was ever-appropriated 
in any year for the repair and equipment of ves- | 
sels, because these three items for repairs and 
equipment, for fuel and for hemp, amount to 
$3,660,000. The largest amount ever before ap- 
propriated for this purpose was in 1857-58, when 
it was $3,129,427. Last year we appropriated only || 
$1,900,000; but because we saved $1,000,000 last | 
year, the genteman from Virginia would have us | 
make it good by apyiropriating $1,000,000 more | 
this year. Thatis his argument. He adds what | 
wasappropriated last year to whatisappropriated 
this year, and then strikes a balance, and says that 
the balance is only equivalent to the average ap- 
propriations for five years. Because we save one 
year, must we spend more the next? Is that the 
argument? IL repeat that there is more included |, 
in this bill for this purpose than was ever reported 
before, and the whole of this larve sum of moncy is 
to be expended without restraint, without guards, 
without checks, 

Why, sir, it was shown before the investigating 
committee, last session, that they quarter old sail- 
ing vessels that have been superseded by the in- 
ventions of modern times, and are really worth 
but little, at the navy-yards, and employ men to 
work upon them, and thus expend large sums of || 
money. When the vessels leave the navy-yards 
they are not worth much more than the repairs. 
It is well known to naval men that these old || 
sloops-ot-war are really of no value. In case of || 
war, we should not rely on them, but would take || 
the steamers built for the commercial service and || 
use them for war }purposes, instead of the slow- 
moving sailing vessels. Now, I say that every 
dollar expended in repairing old sloops, unless | 
you intend to keep them as mementoes of the | 
past, is money thrown away. I would rather 
vote the $1,500,000, which I am willing to give, | 
to build new steam sloops, and let these old sail- | 
ing vessels rot and go to decay. If it is necessary | 
to inerease your Navy, build new and efficient | 
steamships. But 1 do trust that we shall spend 
no more money to keep up navy-yards, and to 
keep afloat these old wrecks, however much they 
may be connected with our history. Let them | 
decay, and ict us substitute for them efficient | 
steam vessels, whenever it is necessary to keep | 
up our Navy. 

| 
i 


|| 


The amendment to the amendment was dis- | 
agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move to add 
one dollar to the appropriation. Ido it for the | 
purpose of making an observation. The section | 
we are now considering, I think, is intended to || 
accomplish the purpose advocated by the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] and if allowed | 
to be exeeuted under the orders of the Depart- | 
ment, in my judgment, it will accomplish it | 
much better than by striking $1,000,000 from || 
the appropriation. He has very truly said that, |! 
at this day, sailing vessels are of no value for || 
war purposes. I presume they are worth nothing | 
in the world for actual naval operations. I think || 
that their use, in the event of war, will be to | 
carry their armament and men into the arms of 
the enemy. They must be, in the very first |) 
naval action, a mere prey to any steamer with | 
which they come in contact, wholly irrespective | 
of the number of guns carried by the two vessels. 

The amount which this bill proposes to appro- || 

riate for the repairs and equipment of the Navy || 
18 $2,500,000, which is certainly a large sum, if 
we are to suppose that the Department is to ap- | 
ply atin the ordinary repairs of the sailing ves- 
sels of the Navy. But if any gentleman will l4 
read the residue of the section, he will find that | 
provision is here made for a survey, under com- | 
petent authority, of the present sailing vessels of 
the Navy, and for the application of as much as | 
possible of this $2,500,000 to the fiuing up of as 
many of these sailing vesscls as are worthy of 
the expenditure with auxiliary steam power. 
This is the commencement of & policy, on the 
part of our Government, which has already been 

ursued to a very considerable extent by Great 

ritain and France, in making available for mod- 
ern naval warfare the old sailing vessels of those 
navies, by fiting them with auxiliary steam | 
power, | 

There are, it is true, a great many of our ves- | 


j 


sels wholly unworthy of any expenditure for this || 


purpose. In order to ascertain which are worthy 


officers are directed to make a survey,and report 
to the Secretary of the*Navy; and the expendi- 
“ture for auxiliary steam power is directed to be 
applied only to those vessels reported to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and, in his judgment, worthy 
of the expenditure. 

1 think, therefore, that the amount, even sup- 


osing it to be a large one—even supposing it to || 
ye an unusual one—is one which, with the inau- | 


guration of this policy of converting our old sail- 
ing vessels into steamers, in which we are now 
taking the initiative, is notexorbitant. Perhaps 
it is subject to a criticism of a different character. 

lor these reasons } shall voteagainst the amend- 
ment of my honorable friend from Ohio. 

Mr. MORSE. [shall oppose and vote against 
this amendment, because | propose to offer an 
amendment to this section, the object of which 
will be toapply a portion of this $2,500,000 to the 
purchase of six good, fast-going steamers, suita- 
ble for service on the coast of Africa, and to be 
sent immediately to that coast for the prevention 
of the African slave trade This is a question 


|| which ought long ago to have received the prompt 


attention and decided action of Congress. Ithas 
already been noticed in the Senate, and the naval 
committee has reported in favor of building seven 
sloops-of-war for this service. But they are to 
be sloops-of-war; will draw fourteen or more feet 
of water; will be sailed at heavy expense, and 
when completed will not be anything like as effi- 
cient and useful in that service as boats drawing 
from six to eight or nine feet of water, and one of 


_ which may be purchased for one fifth or sixth of | 


what one of these sloops will cost. 
There is another reason why we should pur- 


chase instead of build. The demand for immediate | 


action is strong and urgent. Vessels for the slave 
trade are almost continually preparing for that 
horrid and inhuman traffic in several of our lead- 


ing Atlantic ports, especially in the port of New | 
Now, as we have no timber or other ma- | 
_ terials for building the sloops-of-war proposed by 
| the Senate bill now on hand, and everything will 


York. 


have to be provided, they cannot be constructed, 
engines built and set, short of from twelve to 
eightcen months; and when ready, they will not be 
a class of vessels most desirable for that service. 


In the mean ume, how many cargoes of humanity | 


will make the middle passage, and go to a prema- 
ture grave or a life of bondage? If there is any 
interest felt here in this question; if Congress in- 


intends to do its duty on this question, and suit- | 
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ably notice this revived trade, now so actively | 


carried on against our own laws and solemn treaty 


supulations, and against the moral sense of man- | 
kind, this, in all probability, will be our last and | 


only opportunity. If we intend to do our duty, 


something ought to and must be done more than | 
is now doing to suppress this cruel and wicked 


traffic. Here is an opportunity for action, for 
showing the country and mankind that we are 


seriously in earnest, and mean to put an end toa | 


lawless traffic now carried on under the American 


| flag, in open violation of our laws and the rights 


of man. We can purchase such steamers as I 
have named, prepare and equip them for service, 


and have them onthe coast of Africa in from six | 
| to eight weeks. If it be the purpose of the House | 


to cut down the sum reported by the Ways and 


Means Committee for the construction and repair || 
of vessels in the Navy, why not divert the pro- | 


posed reduction to providing suitable vessels im- 
mediately for the suppression of the slave trade? 
We must take the course I propose, or, by our 


| giving way to his apprehensions, rather thar 


neglect and failure to do oar duty, suffer the pres- || 


ent state of things to continue, and probably, as 
a consequence of our giving the question the go- 


by, we may be the cause of giving the trade a || 


sull greater increase and activity. 
If the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
be rejected, then I shall move to appropriate a 


part of the sum he proposes to strike out to the | 
object I have explained; but if the amendment be | 
carried, and the amount stricken out, then I shall | 
| move an independent proposition, to anerones 


u sum sufficient to carry out the plan I have in- 


| dicated. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment so as to nake the amount $2,500,000 instead 


| 


| of $1,500,000. The gentleman from 0} 
of it, the naval constructor and a board of Navy || truly stated, as [ had previously 


| supplying an additional fund to meet the w 
| that service for the succeeding year. 
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Why is it larger? I stated what was the ayo... » favor o . 
appropriation for the present and Past year “oe gst yeals yu 
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a to auth 
” ars, the rete 
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the argument 
after duly ¢¢ 
jast yeats de 
tures} and 
to the eall of 


that the excess of the present year Was ma 
necessary in consequence of the scanty and — 
equate appropriations of the last year: a.\. 
showed that the average was about the samo, 
for the preceding five years. Of course, when vos 
fail to make provision to mect the wants of ik 
service In one year, you create the Necessity of 
ants 

The joan 
mau says that he has heard of no emb . 









Arrassment » in the 
in consequence of the reduced Appropriations of severe r a 
last year. Noembarrassment! Let me tel} the oe yr 
gentleman, if he has not heard of it, that thor as 


rice they WE 
greater inp 
ave paval. 


are at this moment ten vessels, mostly steam, ts 
and some of them first-class steamers, which hay, 
arrived in the United States during the presen: “ill Jess ¢ 
year, since the Ist of January last, for the repair Sul oe 
of which the Department has not one single dollar enogenre 
toexpend. ‘Ten vessels coming in from sea, rp. re 

quiring large outlays for overhauling and repairs 

and not one dollar in the coffers of the Treasury 

which can be expended for these objects; and ya 
the gentleman from Ohio says he has not heard 
of any embarrassment. Does not the gentlemay 
know that the public works have been suspended 
in every dock-yard in the country in consequenee 
of ourfailure to make sufficient appropriations 
for the repair of vessels? Yet the gentleman says 
he has heard of no difficulty. 

Mr. WINSLOW. L ask the gentleman if it jg 
not true that the recent accident to the Niagara 
occurred in consequence of want of proper re- 
pairs ? 

Mr. MILLSON. Very likely. Now, sir, a 
the commencement of the Jast year, there was re- 
maining over an unexpended balance from’ the 
appropriations of former years. That has al 
been expended, and every fellas that can be used 
in the coming year for this purpose we have now 
to appropriate. 

The gentleman says that our naval erpenses 


restralning 
ing in the Si 
yal Commit 
sloops-of-w: 
the aggress! 
waters of ul 
streams. Al 
Governmen 
and it deter! 

and of the 
Itturns ¢ 
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whieh we | 

had the cr 

Mohamme 


ing los 
have increased since 1835; that they have increased 2% Sel 
since 1845. Why, of course, they have increased. hen thei 
Does not the gentleman remember that you have entieman 
added to your Navy one thousand men withia My coll 
the last four or five years? Must the expense not oe more | 
increase? You have not ships enough now to to employ 
keep these men at sea. You have three timesas to afford | 
many officers as you want. Not more than on an, Is 
fourth of your captains, or one fifth of your con- sion was | 
manders, are employed, or can be employed a men. Be 
sea. You have raised theirpay. You have give them off t 


them a liberal compensation. You are obliged 


. ; S ezitimate 
pay them even when doing nothing. You have 


arge Nav 


not ships enough for them now; and es you will How vait 
not furnish the Departmentmeans to-Keep in sai- cant obo 


ing order the ships you have. 
The gentleman talks about repairing these old 
hulks. He must be drawing upon his fancy, or 


instance, 
her nume 
loops-of, 
steam, at 


speaking from existing facts. Let me tell the gen- peting wi 


tleman that there is no man more opposed to the Nor de 
policy of eaene these old sailing vessels than ‘sa mere 
is the present head of the Navy Department. He en atone 
is desirous of converting every vessel of the Navy eer coun 
into a steam vessel when itcan be done; and there world, d 
is provision in this bill to authorize it. protect i 
| wish to call the attention of the committee 


sire to in 
presently—for I am aware that | shall be inter- follow h 


rupted before I finish what I have to say—to an 


tomers a 
article in the London Times, making similar com- firht for 
plaints of the British administration to those which relivion. 
the genUeman from Ohio now makes. I will say country, 
that the argument of the gentleman from Ghio \s, men to 
in substance, almost identical with the article in ay qua 
the London Times. 1 do not mean to charge want ad 
plagiarism upon the gentleman at all, for I do not the Hoi 
suppose he ee seen the article, but it 1s nevel- sels to 
theless true that precisely the same complaim's Therefc 
are made. the ame 

{Here the hammer fell.]} * refuse t 

Mr.GARNETT. I rise to oppose the amend- session 
ment of my culleague. It is with regret that I (Her 
find him in favor of increasing every appropr!@- Mr. | 
tion for the benefit of the Navy—opposing the drew h 
efforts of the gentleman from Ohio to introduce Mr. 
economy and reform into that branch of the pig amend 
lic service—and I will do the gentleman from Oli'o and ins 
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_ «say that he has consistently endeav- 
he justs duce these expenditures, 
red tO os ‘eue has repeated over the argument 
My aan cael expenditures which he gave us 
- . bat which then failed to convince the 
ast eee argues that, because the House re- 
House. authorize larger expenditures in former 
ea : a refore they must appropriate anexXtraor- 
agithe amount for Uhis year, In order to make up 
nd al ave rage. Ido not admit the force of 
ow eument. The House, upon full deliberation, 
oo duly considering my colleague’s argument 


n fave 





) 
inary 


| (Laughter. } 


| tion for the building of new ships. 


e went, determined to reduce these expendi- || 
ast at, * . 

pest and | trust that this year they will respond 
tures; ° 


to the ca 


re in the course which they have commenced. 


i] of the gentleman from Ohio, and per- | 


My colleague wholly misunderstands my argu- 
ment. [am not much surprised. 
failed to convince the House last year. I cer- 
tainly failed to convince him, I perceive. I am 
not inuch surprised at that. Only remember, Mr. 
Chairman, that [ am called upon, in the space of 
five minutes, to instructa member so uninformed 
on the subject under debate as my colleague here. 
How could I do it in five minutes? 
I trust, if my colleague would do me the favor to 
listen to me some fifteen, twenty, or thirty min- 
utes, even he might be a convert. 

The gentleman says that | urge this appropria- 
My colleague 
ought to be aware that the expenditure of this 
money in the building of new ships would not be 
allowed. This appropriation is for the repair 
and equipment of ships already built. Does my 


| colleague want to be informed as to how much 


I bel ve that if gentlemen will examine the ex- 
pet can . 

ees of the different branches of the public ser- 
Poe they will find that nowhere has the cost been 
vice J . a ° , 
creater, in proportion to the results, than in the 
gt 

pay il 


Stil less can 1 admit the argument of the gen- 
tleman from “Maine, {[Mr. Morse,} who proposes 
to bay or build up new ve ssels for the purpose of 
restraining his northern constituents from cngag- 
ing in the slave trade. Sir, lL remember two years 
wo my colleague, the then chairman of the Na- 
val Committee, proposed to construct ten steam 
sloops-of-war, to enable the President to prevent 
she aggressions Of British cruisers in the shallow 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico and its tributary 
creams. At least such was the reason alleged by 
Government for asking this increase of the Navy, 


and it determined the judgment of my colleague | 


and of the House. 


It turns out now, according to the official re- | 


port of Secretary Toucey, that this was a mere 
pretext, and that the real object of construct- 
ing those steamers was to repress the slave trade 
verween Caba and Africa. ‘This may be the busi- 
ness of Spain; but many who voted our money 
w build these vessels scarcely expected them to 
employed in this humanitarian crusade, with 
which we have no more legitimate concern than 


wd the crusaders of the middle ages with the | 


Mobammedanism of the Holy Land. I am un- 
willing to spend our money in correcting the sins 
or improving the morality of foreign nations, even 
when their accomplices are constituents of the 
rentieman from Maine. 

My colleague next argues that, because there 
are more men and officers than we have vessels 

employ, therefore we must build more vessels 


| naval constructor or ship-builder, 


John Lenthail. 


money it takes for the annual repair of ninety- 
odd ships of the Navy? Let him inquire of any 
and they will 
give him some proximate estimates. 
head of the present Bureau of Construction has 
informed us that thisamountis needed. He has 
given his reasons for it. 

jut my colleague criticises the estimates of 
The gentleman says these ap- 
propriations have been increased; and so does the 
gentleman from Ohio |Mr. Suerman.}] Allow me 


He tells me I 
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tion of this amount is for the two vessels in ordi 
nary; and it would seem that the others cost noth 
ing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend from North Car- 
olina must have a very queer idea of things in 
thinking that there is anything in this Govern- 
ment that costs nothing. 

Mr. WINSLOW. [If I place the gentleman in 
his room, and give him nothing to eat or drink 
or wear, he would cost othing; and that is what 


_ we do with ships of the line. 


The able | 


to read an article from the Thunderer. The Lon- | 
_don Times, of the date of February, 1859, com- 
plains of the British naval estimates tn this fashion: | 


“We showed yesterday that the cost of the Navy had 


| risen, by a steady succession of augmentation, from some 


pused in the Navy. 


£ 4,000,000 in 1835, to nearly £ 10,000,000 in 1858, but even 
these figures do not teil the whole of the tale ?” 

And again: : 

** We have first raised the cost of the Navy, in twenty 
four years, from £4,000,000 to more than £9,000,000, and 


then, during thirty-six months of this period, we spent an 
additional £20,000,000 upon it.” 


Then this increase of the cost of the Navy is | 


not confined to this country. It extends through- 
out the world, 
the reason of it? Itis because of the great increase 
in the price and cost of all those articles that are 
Why, sir, it appears fiom 
this article in the ‘Times, that the increase in the 


And do not gentlemen understand | 


. . - . . ! 
|| appropriation for naval stores, for building and 


‘afford places for the officers, and to carry the | 


sen. I should have thought the proper conclu- 
i was to reduce the number of officers and of 
men. Better, however, if necessary, to pension 


| five times as much as the whole amount of appro- || 
priation for similar objects granted by Congress | 


repairing alone, for the year 1829, over the proper | 


expenditure of 1858, is £4,923,535. In other 
words, sir, the increased expenditure in the Brit- 
ish navy, of one year, for this object alone, is 


|| last year, upon the motion of the gentleman from 


them off than to build more vessels than we have | 


egitimate use for. Now, why should we havea 
arge Navy? ‘To compete with England or France? 
How vain the attempt, except at the enormous 
cost nobody would aghee to. Take England, for 
instance, with her fifty steamships of the line, 
her numerous frigates, her three hundred and odd 


‘loops-of-war, and smaller vessels, all worked by ‘|| BF of Faas 
_averages $436 per man, while in the American 


steam, and task you how can we think of com- 
peting with her? 


_Nordo we need such a Navy. For usa Navy || 
isa mere police; and its present size is sufficient || 


f 
for such a purpose as that. In whatsea does not 


ourcommerce float? and where, throughout the | 


world, does it suffer for the want of a Navy to 
protect it? Our Navy is full large, unless we de- 


sire to imitate England in her colonial system, or | 


Cl ai . " 

lolow her in foreing commerce on reluctant cus- 
tomers at the cannou’s mouth; or like France, to 
fight for an idea, and bombard the heathen into 


liek . . . | 
religion. We need fear no foreign foe in this | 
country, where we have thirty-five million free- 


Men to protect us, 
any quarter upon this continent; and we do not 
want additional ships, unless, with my colleague, 
the Hotise thinks it necessary to build new ves- 
S's to float supernumerary men and officers. 
Therefore 1 hope the House will choose to sustain 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, and 


refuse to abandon the wholesome initiation of last | 


session, 


{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
rew his amendment. 
Mr. MILLSON. I beg leave to offer another 
amendment. 1 move to strike out ** $1,500,000 ”’ 
tad insert * $3,500,000.” 


Ohio. 

Our expenditures, too, are more economical 
than they are in England. IL have made a caleu- 
lation, founded upon the number of men in the 
British navy and the number of men in the Amer- 
ican Navy. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I doubt very much if these 
ships do not cost a good deal while lying idle in 
the docks of the navy-yards. 

Mr. SICKLES. Some of these ships of the 
line are receiving vessels. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The sailing ships in ser- 
vice cost $855,000; and this cost is increasing 
year by year. In 1846 we had as many vessels 
afloat as we have now; and they did not cest more 
than half of what they now cost. These vessels 
were then of some service; now they are of no 
utility whatever. The comparison between our 
Navy and the British navy is not a fair one; be- 


cause the British navy is nearly ten times as large 


as ours, and much more efficient and powerful. 
If he proposes to cope with the British navy, 
we might as well doas they do, appropriate some 
forty million dollars to commence with. I be- 
lieve the British navy costs $50,000,000 a year. 
L suppose the gentleman from Virgiria hardly 
proposes that we should run up our naval ex- 


| penditures to $50,000,000 a year, in order to cope 


with Great Britain. Here is a remark made by 
the Secretary, which, | think, is pregnant wit! 
meaning. He says that to keep the number of 


|} men afloat which the law authorizes, it will re- 
| quire all the vessels of the Navy to be kept in 


condition for actual service. 

The maximum number of men is fixed by law. 
The Secretary of the Navy scems to consider it 
mandatory that he keep all these men in service; 
and, in order to do so, he keeps all these ships 
manned. The gentleman from Virginia has al- 
ready explained that not one fitth of the com- 
manders are now at sea, and not one fourth of the 
captains. Thus, every captain in actual service, 


| costs the Government about twelve or fourteen 


thousand dollars a year. Surely we should re- 
tire many of these officers, lay up in ordinary 
many of these useless vessels, and then, if we 


|| must increase the Navy, let it be by the construc- 


I find that, dividing the whole cost || am not in favor of increasing the appropriation 


of cquipment, construction, and repairs, among | 


the number of men in the British navy, the cost 


Navy the amount is only $293 per man. 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
say in reply to the gentleman from Virginia. He 
seems to have avoided the figures, by which alone 
we can test the sufficienny of this appropriation. 
I wish to call the attention of the House to the 
fact, that the ships of the line, now of no service, 


_cost us $67,000 per annum to keep them in re- 


pair. 


| ordinary, or in sea-service, costs us $54,500. For 


We dread no invasion from || 


every sailing vessel, the cost is over forty thou- 
sand dollars; and the estimated cost of keeping 
our sailing vessels alone in repair, is $1,500,000. 
Yet, by the common admission of every one, 
these sailing vessels are of but litthe use. Some 
are on the stocks, some in ordinary; and each one 


in sea-service must cost about one hundred thou- 


sand duilars annually. When laid up in ordinary, 
the cost of our ships of the line is $67,000. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman from Ohio to say that the’cost is $67,000 
for each ship of the line? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no; I say that that is 
the annual cost of the repairs of all the ships of 


the line Two of them lie in New York and 
Philadelphia 
Mr. WINSLOW eI suppose the largest por- 


Every frigate, whether on the stocks, in | 


tion of efficient vessels. 
{Here the hammer fell. 
‘The question being on Mr. Mitison’s amend- 


; ment, 


Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew it. 


Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend by in- 


| creasing the appropriation five dollars. 


If gentlemen will read the provision reported 
here, they will see that it is carefully worded. I 


one dollar, or of diminishing it. It seems to be 


|; admitted on all hands that there have been some 


|| abuses in the Navy; and the question arises, will 
| we for that reason, and that reason alone, strike 


I have but few words to | 


ee 


the Navy outof existence? I am not in favor ot 
it. Time was when we were rather proud of our 
Navy. We thought it was equal, if not superior, 
to any navy on the ocean. But how is it now? 
While we are the second Power of the earth in 


| regard to our commercial marine, we are but the 


fifth or sixth in regard to our Navy. Now, sir, 
although [ am not in favor of embarking the 
Navy in such expeditions as that to Paraguar, 
yet lam in favor, when we do send our Nav 

abroad, of sending such ships as will make ach 
an exhibition of our power as will not disgrace 
the nation. The bill proposes not to expend over 


|| $5,000 in the mere repair of any of these hulks— 


|as they are very properly characterized by the 
gentleman from Ohio—unless authorized after a 


competent survey by competent persons. But itis 
proposed, however, in the latter end of the section, 
to appropriate enough to fit up these vessels with 
auxiliary steam power whenever they are in such 
a condition as will justify the outlay. Facts show 
that sailing vessels must all give way to vessels 
‘propelled by steam, and that other nations have 
already recognized the fact ; 
Now, it will be admitted on all hands, that in 
case of a collision with other Powers, our Navy 
has got to fight our battles. I am notin favor of 
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a large navy, but I do desire that the character of 
the vessels we do have shall be such as the nation 


will not be ashamed of. I know that the time was, || nection with this section. 


and I believe it has not yet departed, when w: 
were al] proud of those old sea dogs who have 
** gone aloft,’ like Decatur, and Jones, and Perry; 
and | trust that we will do nothing, in our race 
after economy, to cripple the Navy. Let enough 
be appropriated to support it on an economical 
and moderate scale, but do not let it rot. 


Mr. HATTON. I desire to oppose the amend- | 


ment offered by the gentleman from Vermont, 
{Mr. Mornitt.| Ido not wish to be understood 
as entertaining any prejudice against the Navy, or 
against those ‘* sea dogs’’ spoken of by the gen- 
tleman, of whom all American citizens ought to 
be proud. But, as | understand this provision of 


the bill which the gentleman proposes to amend, || 


it is not for the advantage of these ‘* sea dogs;’’ 


not for the advantage of the gallant men who walk 
the decks of our ships, but for the advantage of 
those engaged about the navy-yards, where these 





| 


| to cut off debate. 


| 


repairs are made, and in which a very large pro- | 


portion of the corruption that exists in our Navy 
Department is to be found. [ am satisfied that 
this is the part of the naval service in which there 
is the grossest amount of corruption. It has been 


it 


|} gesuion. 


a‘partof my business, during this session of Con- 


gress, to look alittle into the Navy expenditures, 
and I am satisfied that the only way to check this 
corruption is to adopt some such amendment as 


that offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 


SHERMAN. | 


I suggest to the committee that the expend- | 


itures for the Navy in the year 1850 were only 


about eight million dollars; during the year | 


1858-59 they were $13,000,000. 
to call the attention of the committee to the fact, 


1 wish further | 


that in 1850, when we had seventy-seven ships, | 


the expenses of the whole Department were only | 
about eight million dollars, while now, when we | 
have only seventy-eight ships, and absolutely | 
fewer guns on board than we had in 1850, the 
expenses have been raised to $13,000,000. 

Now, in connection with this particular appro- 
priation, which is to go to the navy-yards for the 


repair of ships, i wish to quote some authority 


from distinguished members of the Democratic 
party in relation to the manner in which this 
money is expended, to which I ask the attention 
of members on all sides of the Hall. 


A distinguished Senator from the State of Ohio, | 


[Mr. Pven,] speaking of the abuses in the navy- 
yards, from the appropriation of money for the 
repair of ships, said recently, in the other end of | 
this Capitol: 

“There must be abuses in the Navy; there must be | 
ehameful 
give us a Navy that does not even rise above the dignity 
ofa sham.”’ 

Another Senator said: 

* A Democratic member of Congress from the State of | 
New York, in reply to a remark of mine aboutthe large ex- 
penditures and small returns, told me that, in his opinion, | 
in one of the navy-yards—lI shall not specify which—two | 
thirds of the money was shafnefully wasted.”’ 


And another Senator, speaking in reply to that 
Senator, said: 

“T think it is very probable, sir; for itis my experience 
that two thirds of the money we vote for this purpose is | 
wasted.’ ® 

Another distinguished Senator, in the same de- 
bate, said: 

“ The expenses of the French navy are only $24,000,000. 
Ours are nearly $16,000,000. The French navy counts four 
or five hundred ships; ours, but seventy. Yet our expenses 
approach very nearly to theirs.” 

Now, Mr, Chairman, I say, if we want to put 
a stop to this corruption that exists in these navy- 
yards—corruption which the gentlemen upon all 
sides of this Chamber admit to exist—let us cut | 
down the appropriation, and then those who use 
this money corruptly, will not have it to use, and 
the corruption will of necessitycease. 1 therefore 
oppose the amendment of the member from Ver- | 
mont, and express the hope that the amendment | 
of the honorable member from Ohio [Mr. Sner- | 
MAN] will be adopted by this committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the commit- 
tee do now rise; and | make the motion for the 
purpose of having debate closed on this para- | 
graph, from line cighteen to line twenty-nine, in- | 
clusive. 
upon this subject as it possibly can get by a dis- | 
cussion for hours. | 





| 


| graph at their election, or on the pending amendment only.”’ 


yrofligacy at some place, if $15,000,000 cannot || 


| cause gentlemen cannot have an opportunity of 





The House has as much information || 





Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I gave notice 


that I desired to introduce an amendment in con- | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. No amendments will be | 
cut off. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. But you propose 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Only down to the twenty- | 


ninth line. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. But I desire to 
offer an amendment to that portion of the bill; | 
and I wish to debate it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | 
Georgia insist on his motion? 

Mr.CRAWFORD. Ido. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I hope it will be 
voted down. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he limit his motion for the present to the 
first item. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. re 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
that I had better propose to close debate on the | 
pending amendment only. I will accept that sug- | 





Mr. McPHERSON. 
motion to rise. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Nogeii and 
WALDRON were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes seventy-two, noes not counted, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Kei.toae, of Illinois, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
under consideration the Navy appropriation bill, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. I move to close debate on 
the paragraph of the bill commencing on line nine- 
teen and ending on line twenty-nine. 

Mr. PHELPS. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he confine his motion to lines eighteen. and 
nineteen. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. Lhaveno objection to that. 
I move, then, to close debate on lines eighteen and 

| 


I demand tellers on the 





nineteen, and the amendments pending thereto. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s motion | 


should be to close debate on a poner or sec- || 


tion, and not on lines. 
will be read, 
The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 
* The House may, by the vote of a majority of the mem- 
bers present alany time aiter five minutes’ debate has taken 
place upon proposed amendments to any section or para- 
graph of a bill, close all debate upon such section or para- | 


| 
The rule upon the subject | 


Mr. FLORENCE. Is the proposition debata- 
ble? [Cries of **No!’? **No!’’] I merely desire 
to say that | am opposed to closing debate, be- 


defending their people from the attacks which 
have’been made upon them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. | call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. At the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
1 will move to close debate upon the whole para- 
graph, from line eighteen to line thirty-three in- 
clusive, so that any amendments can be offered, 
but without discussion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The rules were accordingly suspended ; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ketioce, 
of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the Navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORSE. I understood the gentleman 
from Georgia to call the previous question upon 
the paragraph, leaving the amendments open for 
discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, debate is 
closed both upon the paragraph and the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. MORRILL, by unanimous consent, with- | 
drew his amendment. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of 
Mr. Suerman’s amendment. 


Mr. GARNETT called for tellers. 





| 


| 
It is suggested by the | 
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| 





|| vided,’’ in the twentieth line, to the words “ of the, 
| twenty-seventh line, as follows; ’ 


| navy-yard in the repair of any vessel until the necesgiy, 








June |], 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Caan 


Missouri, and Marston, were appointed, « 
The committee divided; and the tellers 
e 


ported—ayes 74, noes 39. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
voted, 

Mr. BRANCH. I submit that it is too late 
make the point that there is no quorum Voting 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wijj ord 
recount. The tellers will resume their Pilates: 

The committee again divided; and the gj 
reported—ayes 101, noes 45. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORSE submitted the following ameng. 


ment: 
Amend on page 2, by striking out all after the word « 


“En the 


> . 
No quorum has 


) 
Lerg 


“That not more than $5,000 shall be expended jn si 


of 


such repair, and the probable cost thereof, is ascertained jy 
the report of a board of not less than three officers oy the 
Navy, with such one of the naval constructors as t)yp De. 
partment may designate ; and that it shall be she duty o the 
Secretary to cause a survey to be made by a board of haval 
officers, in connection with a naval coustructor;” ayg jp. 
serting in lieu thereof, as follows : : 

That not more than $3,000 sfiall be expended at anr 
navy-yard in repairing the hull and spars of any vesse| yy 
til the necessity and expediency of such repair, and the 
probable cost thereof, be ascertained and reported ty sj, 
Navy Departinent by an examining board, to be COMPosed 
of one captain or commander in the Navy, to be Appointed 
by the Secretary of the Navy, the naval constructor of jj 
yard where any vessel may be ordered for repairs, and two 
master workmen of such yard, or one master Workman ay) 
an engineer of the Navy, according to the nature of the re 
pairs to be made, said master workmen and engincer ty bp 
designated by the head of the bureau of Construction apg 
Repairs ; and not more than $1,000 shall be expended in re. 
pairs on the sails and rigging of any vessel until the expe 
diency and necessity of such repairs, and the estimated cog 
thereof, have been ascertained and reported to the Nayy 
Department by an examining board, to be composed of one 
naval officer to be appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the master rigger and master sailmaker of the yan 
where such vessel may be ordered ; and it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Navy to cause a survey to be made 
by a board of two naval officers, a naval constructor, and a 
chief engineer. 


Mr. MORSE. Am [ at liberty to explain this 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been closed 
upon the paragraph. 

Mr. MORSE. I desire, by unanimous consent, 
to say a single word. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ have no wish to inter. 
fere with the gentleman from Maine more than 
with any other gentleman in the House; but! 
must object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If I understand it, debate 
was closed upon the two amendments then pent- 
ing; but not upon this, which has just been offered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call the gentleman 
order; and I ask the Chair, if there is any power 
in this House to do it, to enforce the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor 
to enforce the rule to theg fullest exteut in his 

ower. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, sir, I submit this 
question of order: that it is always in order to ask 
information from the Chair for the purpose of as- 
certaining the exact question under consideration. 
That is all I desire to do. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, sir, I insist upon my 
right. The House has put the gag upon all de- 
bate, and I insist upon my right to ask a question 
for information. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that members of the House must 
listen to the proceedings of the House to ascer- 
tain what is taking place, and that they have no 
right to ask questions of the Presiding Officer. 

"The CHAIRMAN. The Chairman sustains 
the question of order of the gentleman from Geor- 
Fa The rule is imperative upon the committee. 

ebate has been closed; and it is not in order (0 
peagenen any question to the Chair, if objection 

e made. 

Mr. MORSE. I hope the gentleman from 
Georgia will not interpose any objection agaist 
giving me two or three minutes to explain this 
important amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would withdraw o- 
jection as soon for the gentleman from Maine #8 
for any one, but I cannot do it. I want to ge 
through with this bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I call the gentleman to 
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; Mr WINSLOW. I move now to amend by 
“king out the residue of the paragraph. 
"Th . words proposed to be stricken out were 


read, as follows: : : 

¢ the sailing vessels of the Navy, to ascertain which 
on rad gee wrofitably be fitted up with auxiliary steam 
them Can nat, in the expenditure of the money hereby 


ed, he shall, so far as the same may be applied 





of 
yower;s 5 
appropriat 
to sailing 


~h vessels with auxiliary steam power.” 
in supplying such vess¢ 1s with ore I 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move toamend || 


» words proposed to be stricken out by the gen- 


th from North Carolina, by substituting the 


tleman 





THE 


| 
| 


vessels, employ the same, as far as practicable, | 


word * full’? for the word *‘auxiliary;’’ so as to | 


nake it read ‘* full steam power,” 
, ‘Mr. SMITH, of Virginia roses 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 


Virginia rise to a question of order? 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. No, sir, the House | 


is already in too good order to make it necessary 

to do that. I rose tosaya word upon this amend- 

ment; but I understand that no debate is in order. 
, 


The amendment proposed by Mr. Harnis, of | 


Maryland, was disagreed ied cc: | 

Mr. WixsLow’s motion to strike out was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
amendment: 

For purchase of saltpeter for the use of the Navy $50,000, 
to be expended at the rate of $10,000 per annum. 

I willsend up, to be read, a letter from the bu- 
reauof Ordnance, with one from the Navy Depart- 


1 submit the following 


ment, which will explain the necessity there is || 
The amendment meets the | 


for the amendment. 
concurrence of the Navy Committee, and I believe 
nomember of the Committee of Ways and Means 
will object to it: 

The letters were read, as follows: 


3UREAU OF ORDNANCE AND IyYDROGRAPHY, 
April 26, 1860. 

Sir: LT respectfully refer you to my report to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, dated October 4, 1859, urging the propri- 
ety of an appropriation of $10,000 a year for the purpose of 
increasing the stock of saltpeter for the Navy, which now 
consists of about three hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 
This very necessary article of war can only be obtained 
from India, and in case of a collision with Great Britain, 
the supply would be cut off. 
wisdom to increase the stock now, in time of peace, to at 
least three million pounds. It does not deteriorate by 
keeping; and if purified and put into boxes, we would al- 
ways have a suflicient supply to mect any sudden emer- 
geney. 

The amount asked for was not put into the ordnance es- 
timate, as it was not required for the regular service of the 
year; but [ now draw your attention to the subject, with 
the hope that it will meet the favorable consideration of 
the committee, and when the Navy bill comes up, that an 
annual amount may be appropriated for eight or ten years. 

[have ihe honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, DN. INGRAHAM, 

Chief of the Bureau. 
Hon. Freeman H. Morse, Chairman Committee on Naval 
fairs, House of Representatives. 


Navy DeparTMENT, 4pril 27, 1860. 

Sim: I have the honor to inclose herewith a communi- 
cation, dated yesterday, addressed to you by the chief of 
the bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, urging an an 
nual appropriation of $10,000 per annum for the purpose of 
increasing the stock of saltpeter for the Navy. 

I fully coneur in the views expressed by Captain Ingra- 
ham upon this subject, to which special reference was 
made in the lastannual report of the Department, and hope 
that the committee will take the necessary action to carry 
out his recommendation. 


Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC TOUCEY. 
Hon. F. H. Morse, Chairman Committee on Naval Affairs, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. WINSLOW. It will be seen from these 
letters that the Departmen: now has on hand only 
three hundred and fifty thousand pounds of salt- 
peter. It has all to be obtained from India, with 
the exception, perhaps, of a little from Chili, and 
in case of war with Great Britain the price would 
not only be enormously enhanced, but it would 
be almost impossible to obtain itat any price. It 
isan article which does not deteriorate, and it is 
true economy to buy now when we can get it at 
alow figure; and even if we should not have a 
war for twenty years, we should save by it. It 
improves as it grows older. It forms seventy- 
five per cent. of gunpowder. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, I think the proposition 
of the gentleman from North Carolina is the most 
extraordinary one ever presented to the American 
Congress. At atime when the Treasury of the 
United States is barely able to respond to the 
neeessary demands upon it; when we have no 
War, and no expectation of any from any portion 
of the habitable globe, we are ealled upon to pro- 


It seems to me the part of | 


en 





mes 5 > = _ 


cure saltpeter in advance to carry us through a 
war. Was ever such a proposition made before? 

It is stated, in the letter which has been re 
ferred to, that we can only get a supply of salt- 
peter in India. Why, sir, there is a cave in the 
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| State of Georgia which will furnish enough salt- | 
peter to carry the United States through a ten | 


| years’ war. 
agreed to, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by making the amount $10,000. That 
amount may be necessary. It is unusual to make 
an appropriation for five years. 
priations will answer the purpose. 
Mr. WINSLOW. [I accept the amendment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I withdraw my opposi- 
tion to the amendment, in the hope that the Goy- 
ernment will buy the article in Georgia. 
The amendment was agreed to, 


I hope the amendment will not be 


| 


| 


| 


Annual appro- 


Mr. GARNETT. I move to amend the clause | 


under consideration by adding the following pro- 
Viso: 


Provided further, That the estimates for the expenditure 
for such purposes shall hereafter be given in detail. 


The object of that amendment is obvious. If 
you will examine the annual estimates of appro- 
priation, you will find that most of them are given 
in gross, and we have no details whatever. Take, 
| for instance, the estimates for the items we were 


= 


tion and repair of vessels. All that is given in 
construction and repairs,’’ so mach. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 object. 
| gentleman alluding to the matter of construction 
and repairs. 

Mr. GARNETT. The gentleman has no right 
to make the objection. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
\| this 

Mr.GARNETT. The gentleman cannot make 
a point of order upon that. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [f submit that we have 
passed by the item for equipment and repairs. I 
could not debate it; and [ will take care that no 
| other gentleman shall debate it out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not un- 
derstand that the gentleman from Virginia is de- 
bating that point. 

Mr. GARNETT 
an illustration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will pay close 
attention to the gentleman’s remarks. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I merely hope the gentle- 
man will not ¢ 

Mr. GARNETT. I call the gentleman to or- 
| der. Itis his habit to interrupt gentlemen upon 
| the floor. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


My point of order is 





I was simply using that as 








was submitting a point of order to the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overruled it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well. 

Mr. GARNETT. I was about to say, when 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, with his com- 
mon courtesy, interrupted me, that the item we 
were lately discussing appropriates $2,523,000; 


partment for that amount is contained in the iden- 
tical words of the bill: ‘‘ for the repair and equip- 
ment of vessels of the Navy, $2,523,000. ”’ 

Now, I would like to know upon what ground 
this committee can be called upon to vote such an 
|| estimate, when no details are given to us upon 
| which to base our judgment? 


for repairs. We have no means of informing our 


what the average repair of each vessel will cost. 
We have nothing whatever except the few words 
of the estimate of John Lenthall, so emphatic- 
ally referred to by the gentleman from Norfolk. 
Now, some of us are not quite so well instructed in 
naval affairs as my colleague assumes to be. Such 
lights are not needed for him, though they may 
be essential for us. 





as well informe: as the gentleman who represents 
the Gosport navy-yard. - Of course, then, my 


additional illumination. Therefore, my amend- 
|; ment commends itself to all the uninitiated who 
| have not the special advantage, like my colleague, 


We are not told | 
what portion is needed for construction, and what | 


colleague will pardon the House for seeking some | 


| . . . . } 
| discussing a few moments ago, for the construc- 


the estimates furnished by the Department is, ** for 


1 object to the | 


[ shall not permit gentle- | 
men to proceed out of order if I can prevent it. 1 | 


and yet the only estimate furnished by the De- | 


You cannot expect that we | 
gentlemen who represent rural districts should be | 








to represent a navy-yard. I? you will look over 
the debates of the English Parliament, you will 
find that one of the most recent reforms isin refer- 
ence to this very matter of repairs. Parliament 
requires the Government to furnish them with a 
detailed statement of the cost of repairs, and of 
the amount of expenditure required upon each 
vessel, and also the character of repairs; so that 
when the House of Commons is called upon to 
vote a certain sum of mone? they can know 
where it is going to, and to what object it is to be 
applied. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not know 
that it will be possible for the Navy Department 
to make such Stalled estimates as will be easily 
comprehended by the House; and I do not know 
that my colleague expects that & Will do so. | 
am somewhat inclined to believe that my opposi- 
tion to his amendment is altogether gratuitous; 
and that he does not himself desire or expect that 


| it will be adopted; and that he has only offered it 


for the purpose of making a posthumous reply to 
what was Said in debate some thirty or forty min- 
utes ago. IT really did not suppose that the spear 
which was thrown somewhat at random was still 
quivering in the side of my colleague. He seems 
to have bottled up his wrath; and we have now 
the full benefit of the outpourings of it. | should 
like to sec my colleague engaged in studying the 
detailed estimates cf the construction, equipment, 
and repairs of vessels. I should like to see him 
bring his strong intellect to bear on the little items 


| of fifteen shi.lings for brads, and twenty-five cents 


for putty. [Laughter.] I leave the House to 
judge how well the subject would suit his mighty 


| mind. 


My colleague seems to feel a special grudge 
because I represent, as he callsit, a navy-yard. 
Why, sir, it happens to be true that there Is a 
navy-yard within the limits of the district which 
I represent; and it is perhaps that fact which 


| causes me to be somewhat better instructed on this 


subject than some other members. If I did not 
represent a navy-yard, perhaps I should have 
neither the opportunity nor the inclination to give 
my attention to the interests of the Government 
as connected with the operations of the navy- 
yards. Sir, my colleague ought to be thankful 
for the fact that 1 represent a navy-yard; for if 


| I did not, perhaps he might not find among his 


colleagues any who are at all better instructed on 
the operations of navy-yards than he himself ap- 
pears to be. It is true that I represent a navy- 


| yard; but I tell my colleague, and the committee 


too, that I never have urged, and never wiil urge 
this Government to make any expenditure merely 
for the benefit of any portion of the people whom 


| L represent, if the public interest does not demand 


such expenditure. But when I believe that the 
public interest would be sacrificed by any neglect 


| to make the necessary and proper appropriations, 


I shall not fail to urge that consideration on the 
House, merely because any portion of my con- 
stituents might be participants in the benefit of 
such expenditure. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I offer an amendment pro 
forma that no portion of this appropriation shall 
be expended except for naval purposes. I desire 
the attention of the House to a document, not 
often looked at by members of the House, but 
which they ought to read very often, showing how 
this fund is expended. Among other items, I find 
the following: 

* August 23, 1858, George N. Sanders, Navy 
$25,803 08, for travel, salary, fuel, freight, &c. 

* October 6, 1858, McKean Buchanan, purser, $4,770 for 


agent, 


| entertaining President and suite.” 


judgments as to what repairs are necessary, and || 


There arc innumerable items for travel, trans- 
portation, quarters, forage, stationery, pilotage, 
postage, and the like, all amounting, during the 
last fiscal year, to $789,265. It was impossible 
for the Committee of Ways and Means to limit 
this expenditure by mere amendments to ajypro- 
priation bills, although many items usually paid 
out of this miscellaneous fund are improper items 
of expenditure. 

But for the remarks already made, I did not feel 
it ny duty to call the attention of the House to 
the matter; but I do so now, lestmy neglect to do 
so might be charged to want of information on the 
subject. 


Mr. GARNETT. I desire to say, in opposing 


. the amendment of the gentleman from Ole, |Mr 
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Snenman,) pro forma, that I offered my amend- | 
ment in perfectly good faith, and shall exceed- 
ingly regret if the playful skirmish between my 
colleague and mysclf should divert the attention 
of the House from the importance of my amend- 
ment, So faras my colleague is concerned, | will | 
notfurther occupy the attention of the House with | 
our controversy, except to say that, if my reply | 
to him was posthumous, it was not posthumous to 
my own death; but posthumous to the defeat of 
the appropriation which my colleague advocated | 
and opposed. 

1 offered my amendment in perfectly good faith; 
because I really desire that hereafter, when called 
upon to vote for naval appropriations, we may 
know the objects on which these appropriations 
are to be expended. L ask any fair-minded mem- 
ber of the House to take up this volume of esti- 
mates, look at these items,and see whether he can 
understand them or know the real character of 
the proposed expenditure; or whether the details 
there given furnish him with an intelligent con- 
tro! over these estimates? | undertake to say that | 
no further details are given in the official esti- 
mates than are given in the bill reported by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means; and I also un- 
dertake to say that no gentleman can, from this 
billalone, understand the true objects of the appro- 
priations, or determine in his own mind whether | 
the appropriations are too large or too small. The 
object of these annual volumes of estimates is, or 
ought to be, to furnish us with details; so that any 
man, by proper application to the subject, can 
determine whether the appropriations should be 
increased or redueed, or retained at what the offi- 
cial authorities report. 

All L ask is, that the Navy Department shall 
hereafter furnish us with such details as are al- 
ready furnished in many other Departments of the 
Government; sitch details as the British Parlia- |! 
ment requires from its ministers when called upon | 
to vote naval appropriations, 

The question was taken on Mr. Suerman’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it was rejected, 

The question recurred on Mr. Garnetrt’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. MORSE. 
ment: 


Insert, after the fourth amendment, as follows: 

For the purchase of six good, sound, strong, fast-going 
steamers, side wheel or propellers, suitable tor efficient ser- 
vice in the African squadron, on the coast of Africa, and to 
be sent there for the prevention of the slave trade with all | 
possible dispatch, $500,000. Said steamers to be not less 
than three hundred and filly tons, nor more than cight hun 
dred tons burden; and to be purchased under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy, after a full and thorough ex- 
amination of the same by au examining board, to be com 
posed of two naval officers, two naval constructors, and 
two engineers of the Navy; and after the report of said cx- 
amining board on the condition and qualities of the boats 
recommended or reported to the Department has been ex 
amined by the chief of the bureau of Construction and | 
Repairs, and after his recommendation, that the purchase 
of any steamer, so recommended or reported on, be made. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise to a point of order. 
There is no law authorizing the expenditure of 
that money; and the amendment is not at all ger- || 
mane to this appropriation bil. 

Mr. MORSE. It is to carry out the existing 
Jaw to suppress the slave trade. Ido not see why 
it is not perfectly in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. To what law does the || 
gentleman from Maine refer? 

} 
| 


1 offer the following amend- 


Mr. MORSE. To the law of 1819. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Then, if it is for the pur- 
pose of amending the law of 1819, it would be | 
general legislation, and, therefore, is not in order 
to an appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORSE. 1 contend it is in order, on the 
ground that it is to carry into effect existing law. || 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can hardly sce 
that the amendment is germane to this portion of | 
the bill, and particularly that it is to carry outan | 
existing law. It seems to the Chair to be inde- 
pendent legislation, and not strictly in order ufder 
the rules of the House. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I move to 
amend the bill by striking out the word “ eight,”’ | 
in the sixty-third line, and inserting “ five,”’ in | 
lieu thereof; so that the clause will read: 

For contingent expenses that may accrue for the following | 
purposes, namely: freight and transportation, printing and | 
stationery, advertising in newspapers, books, maps, mod- | 
els, and drawing, purchase and repair of fire engines and 
machinery, repairs ef and attending to steam-engines in 


navy-yards, purchase and maintenance of horses and oxen, || 
and driving teams, carts, timber wheels, and the purchase |! 


THE 


| and storekeepers, flags, awnings, and packing bexes, pre- 


| Committee of Ways and Means, that this appro- 


| ment of the gentleman from North Carolina. On 


| that the great mass of it constitutes merely steal- || 


| strike out too much. 


NGRES 


IONA 











and repairs of workmen’s tools, postage of public letters, | 
fuel, of], and candies for navy-yards and shore stations, pay | 
of watchmen and incidental labor not chargeable to any | 
other appropriation, transportation to and kibor attending 
the delivery of provisions and stores on foreign stations, 
whartage, dockage, and rent, traveling expenses of officers 
and others under orders, funeral expenses, store and office 
rent, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks to Navy agents | 


miums and other expenses of recruiting, apprehending de- 
serters, per diem pay to persons attending courts-martial, 
courts of inquiry, and other services authorized by law, 
pay to judges advocate, pilotage and towage of vessels, and 
assistance to vessels in distress, and for bills of health and 
quarantine expenses of vessels of the United States Navy 
in foreign ports, $596,000. 


I offer this amendment because it is my inten- | 
tion, as long as I hold a seat upon this floor, to | 
oppose everything which looks to wild extrava- 
gance in the administration of this Government, 
and especially at a time like this, when the Gov- 
ernment is greatly in debt, and when there seems 
to be no means of raising revenue to meet the 
exigencies of the times, I think, from an intima- 
tion from the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that there may be a 
reduction of this item. | 

Mr. GARTRELL. Will the gentleman allow 
me to propound an interrogatory to him? 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 





Certainly. | 
Mr.GARTRELL. Can the gentleman assign | 
any reason why $800,000 should be stricken out | 
and $500,000 inserted? Does he know that any | 
of the items for which this appropriation is pro- | 
osed to be made are extravagant and improper? 
Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. [| was about | 
to give my reason, and I will give it to the gen- | 
tleman now. ‘This is a sort of omnium gatherum | 
section, so to speak. It covers up everything; | 
and I listened with pleasure to the intimation | 
thrown out by the distinguished chairman of the 
| 


priation is too large. 1 believe that if the appro- | 
priation was $1,000,000, every dime and every 
cent of it would be expended; and I believe that 
if itis cut down to $500,000, the administration 
of affairs in this Department will be better than it 
isnow. I think I cannot be mistaken. I under 
stood the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to express the opinion that this appro- 
priation is too large; and he has reflected credit | 
on himself by the manner in which he has en- | 
deavored to reduce the expenses of the Govern- || 
ment from nearly one hundred million dollars to | 
less than sixty million dollars, as I understand | 
it. I hope my amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON. | am opposed to the amend- 


loqking over the expenditures of this same fund, 
making up the aggregate now proposed to be ap- 
propriated for the last fiscal year, I am satisfied || 
ings for Navy agents and others. Let me read 
some of the items: 

“George Loyall, Navy agent, $15,658 81, freight, sta- | 
tionery, fuel. &e. 1] 

“1, Warrington, purser, $20,130 26, judge advocate fees, || 
passage of crew from the Pacific, pilotage, &c. | 

* Edward T. Dunn, purser, $17,941 90, pay of mechanics, | 
laborers, &e. | 

“George N. Sanders, Navy agent, $25,803 08, travel, | 
salary, freight, fuel, &e. 

‘George Loyall, Navy agent, $11,507 98, expenses at | 
navy-yard at Norfolk. 

“Joseph Smith, Navy agent, $30,687 16, expenses at | 
navy-yard, salary, travel, &c. 

* John O. Bradford, purser, $21,848 18, towage, pilotage, | 
transportation, travel, &c. 

“George Loyall, Navy agent, $18,512 46, travel, salary, 
stationery, advertising, &c. 

“William W. J. Kelly, purser, $17,098 28, pay of me- | 
chanics, and laborers. 

«E. 'T’. Dunn, purser, $19,187 60, pay of mechanics and |] 
laborers.”’ i} 

" * . 1] 

Mr STEWART, of Maryland. I must raise || 
a question of order. I do not understand that |; 
the gentleman is opposing the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly [ am. I think 
the gentleman from North Carolina proposes to 
I am not in favor of strik- 
ing out so much. Here are some more items: 

* George N. Sanders, Navy agent, $27,938 44, travel, sal- || 
ary, rent, advertising, &c. | 

** Austin E, Smith, acting purser, $32,497 39, mechanics 
and laborers of navy-yard. 

“William Flinn, Navy agent, $40,758 78, salary, fuel, 
advertising contracts, &c. 

“William Badger, Navy agent, $33,508 54, expenses at 
navy-yard, travel, salary, &c. 

“Charlies Murray, purser, $30,409 37, expenses of me- || 
chanics and laborers.’ 


And so on. 





j 











GLOBE. June 1}, 


|| were appointed ° 


| question of order. 












All the large items consist of expe 
Navy agents and pursers for salary, tr 
penses, freight, &c. Then there is 
$4,000 for entertaining the President | 
oceasion. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I wonlg as} 
the gentleman by what authority that $4,009 y, 
expended in the entertainment of the Presiden? 

Mr. STANTON. J suppose under procis,, 
the same authority that Navy agents are pe 
$40,000. ” 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. Precisely 

Mr. BRANCH. I rise to a point of order, *} 
think my colleague and the gentleman from Ojj, 
are playing a pretty strong game upon us, |; 
seems to me that they are both advocating the 
amendment, whilst nobody is permitted to o 
it at all. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
exhausted on that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Iltis. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, called fo 
tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Syiry o& 
North Carolina, and Ropinson of Rhode Islan¢ 


nditures of 
AVeling ey. 
aN item of 
WEE ON Ong 


pose 


Is debate 
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The committee divided; and the tellersreporied 
—ayes 83, noes 49. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire tp 
offer an amendment, to come in in the SIXty-sey. 
enth line. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have an amend. 
ment which I propose to offer, in line sixty. 
three. 

A Memsber. Out of order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If itis out of order, 
I have no doubt the faet will be ascertained in this 
conrmittec, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise toa 
Line sixty-three has been 
adopted by a vote of the committee, and it is not 
in order to move to amend it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
consent to strike it out. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move, then, to 


strike out the whole paragraph, fron: line forty- 


f ask unanimous 


| two to line sixty-seven: 


The paragraph proposed to be stricken outis 
as follows: 


“For contingent expenses that may accrue for the fo 
lowing purposes, namely: freight and transportation, priat- 
ing and stationery, advertising in news papers, books, waps, 
models, and drawings, purchase and repair of fire-engines 
and machinery, repairs of and attending to steam-engines ia 
navy-yards, purchase and maintenance of horses and oxea, 


| and driving teams, carts, timber wheels, and the purchase 


and repairs of workimen’s tools, postage on pablic letter, 
fucl, oil, and candles, fornavy yards and shore stations, pay 
of watchmen and incidental labor not chargeable to ay 
other appropriation, transportation to, and labor attending 
the delivery of provisions and stores on foreign stations, 
wharfage, dockage, and rent, traveling expenses of officers 
and others under orders, funeral expenses, store and ofiice 


| rent, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks to Navy ageus 
| and storekeepers, flags, awnings, and packing boxes, pre 


miums and other expenses of recruiting, apprehending de- 
serters, per diem pay to persons attending courts- martial, 
courts of inquiry, and other services authorized by law, 
pay to judges advocate, pilotage and towage of vessels, and 
assisiance to vessels in distress, and for bills of health and 
quarantine expenses of vessels of the United States Navy 
in foreign ports, $896,000 : Provided, That the expenditures 
under the foregoing appropriations shall be so accounted tor 
as to show the disbursements by each bureau, under each 
respective appropriation.” 

The CHAIRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. KUNKEL. [desire to oppose this ament- 
ment; and I suppose I have the privilege of ad- 
dressing a few words to the committee. 

r. Chairman, for the first time 

Mr. Chairman, for the first t during my 
experience in this House, I have seen to-night 
gentlemen, without any information upon the su)- 
ject, without having examined it at all, proposing 
amendments to a regular appropriation bill, re- 
ported to the House by the most important com- 
mittee under its organization; and when these 
amendments have been proposed and agreed to— 
often capriciously, and unsupported by reason oF 
argument—there has been no member of the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means who has presented 


the House any of the views or considerations 
which induced that committee to report the items 
contained in this bill. Sir, it seems extraordinary 
to me that the gentlemen of that committee should 
presenta report of this kind without some defini 
information upon which they acted; and that wher 
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acked in the manner we have seen, 


tis att 
theirrepor d be no one of them prepared to 


that there shoul 


-eported by the committee. 

tions FPTERMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
sav a word ¢ J 

~*~ ‘KUNKEL. The gentleman will excuse 

age a good deal to say in regard to the | 

propriety of such proceedings, and 


me. I have 
urpose. | 


justice and 
put five minutes for that 


Now, Mr. Chairman, fam as much in favor 
- 9 * 


| of economy as any gentleman upon this floor; 


but the estimates for these appropriations are 
submitted by officers of this Government sworn 
to carry out the laws which Congress has passed 
imposing such duties u yon them. Your commit- 
tees are the organs of this House, whose duty it 
js to investigate these estimates. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have reported in this bill 
appropriations which, even under the spirit of 
economy characterizing the chairman of that 
committee, they have deemed necessary for car- 
i on this branch of the public service, I 
they have investigated these estimates, or 
ought to have done so. Other members have 
not, I confess that I have not, because it is the 
srovince of that committee to make examination 
and to farnish the House with the information 
necessary to enable it to act intelligently upon 
them. And if members capriciously offer amend- 
ments here, and no member of the Committee of | 
Ways and Mears is to furnish any reason for 
their course, we had better abandon the whole 
system, and have no committees to investigate 
these quesuons for us. Their course to-night has 
hensimply toconfound whatisalready confused. 

Bat, sir, there is another fact which is altogether 
singular in this whole proceeding. In this bill, 
which appropriates some $12,000,000 for the ser- 
vice of the Navy, in the first paragraph is an ap- 
propriation of $4,102,815 15, to be paid as salaries 
to commissioned, petty officers, and seamen, &c., | 
vhile for the whole expenditure for the repair and 
equipment of your vessels of war, there is but 
¢],500,000 appropriated. 
equipmentof che ships of war, which are, or ought | 
to be, the results of your whole Navy organiza- 
tion! You have lately voted your naval officers, | 
&ec., half a million increase annual pay. What | 
are your officers good for; what benefit do you 
expect to derive from them; for what are your 
war-vessels built, if vou are not to expend money 
enough upon them to keep them ina condition fit 
for sea service? Is itnota shame? Is it nota 
disgrace? Why are you spending millions every 
year to teach young men naval tactics and pre- 
pare them for war? Why do you keep up this 
vast machinery, if you are toexpend but the mea- 


ryil 
say 








ger and pitiful sum of $1,500,000 for the support, 
repair, and equipment of your ships? Are your 
war vessels to rot in your harbors? or will you 
repair and equipand prepare them, to enable your 
officers and men to perform duty at sea? I can- | 
not understand this economy, 

I am willing that many of your navy-yards 
should be abolished. We have nine or ten of 
them on the Atlantic and its tributaries, and one | 
on the Pacific; while Great Britain, with all her 
vast navy, has but two—one at Portsmouth, the 
otherat Hull. I believe there is no necessity what- 
ever for all these yards; and I will go to-day with 
the Committee of Ways and Means, if they will | 
bring in a bill for that purpose, to donate them to | 
the local authorities at the various points where 
they are situated. 1 would do it because they are 
adead loss, and useless to the Government. 1 
agree fully with the gentleman from Ohio in re- 
spect to the character of the expenditures at these 
points; and J desire, in this bill, to arrest the ap- 
propriations for these yards. If we are to keep 
up, as we do now, one navy-yard for every three | 
States, at points where they are not required, I 
desire that every State should have one. Why 
not give one to Maryland and Delaware and Kan- 
sas? [Laughter.} 

Here the hammer fell.] 


t. Joun Cocurane’s amendment was not 
agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I offer the 
ollowing amendment to come in after line sixty- 


Seven, and the amendments there inserted: 


‘ Por payment of salaries due assistants for services per- 
omed previous to A 


Vouchers submitted to 


ri} 6, 1859, (in accordance with 
avy Department for approval, April 


1} 
| 
defend the justice and propriety of the appropria- | 
| 
| 


Sut $1,500,000 for the | 























5, 1859,) for the exploration and verification of the surveys 
of a ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien 35,322 88. 

For services of three draughtsmen for three months, at 
$100 per month each $900; for incidental expenses, sta 
tionery, &e., $277 12. 





I appeal to the justice of the committee to pass | 


this amendment. I will state upon what it is 
founded. The Thirty-Fourth Congress, on the 
3d of March, 1857, passed the following law—— 

Mr. STANTON. I must raise a question of 
order upon that amendment, as it strikes me it 
cannot possibly be in order, If there is anything 
of it, it is a private claim, and a deficiency; and 
as such can have no place in this bill. Here 
are individuals who have claims for services ren- 
dered the Government te the number of four or 
five hundred upon the Private Calendar, whose 
claims perhaps ure quite as meritorious as this. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. If the gen- 
tleman from Ohio had been content to hear me, 
he would have seen that this is entirely a differ- 
ent thing from what he supposes it to be. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
hear the law read. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I will read 


the law, and then { will make a brief statement, | 
appealing to every gentleman present, to pass the | 


amendment. 
On the 3d of March, 1857, Congress passed the 
following law: 


“That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized, under | 
the direction of the President, to employ such officers of | 


the Army and Navy as may be necessary, tor the purpose 
of making an exploration and verification of the surveys 
already made of a sbip canal near the Isthmus of Darien, 
to counect the waters of the Pacifie and Atlantic, by the 
Atrato and ‘Truando rivers: 
shall not exceed $25,000, which is bereby appropriated 
therefor out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.”” 
Under the 
pointed 
Mr. BRANCH. What has become of the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Ohio ? 
The CHAIRMAN. 
to the law, in order to ascertain whether the point 
is a good one. 
Mr. BRANCH. If itis understéod that the 


point is not waived, f have no objection to hear 


law, the Secretary of the Navy ap- 





| the statement of the law. 


The CHAIRMAN. From the statement of the 


law, as made by the gentleman from Lilinois, itis 


the opinion of the Chair that the amendment is | 


not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
Chair to hear me a moment: 

Mr. GARTRELL. 1 o}ject. 

The CHAIRMAN, ‘The relevancy of an 
amendment of this kind depends entirely upon 
the fact of the existence of a law. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the law. 

Mr. STANTON. All of it? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
of it; even to that part of it which provides that 
the expense shall not exceed $25,000; and if the 


I have read 


gentleman had been attentive, he would have |! 


heard it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is as well pre- 
pee to decide the question now, as he will be 
1ereafter. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
pended? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
gentleman to hear me. 


Mr. GARTRELL. 


Has the $25,000 been ex- 
I want the 


I object 


Provided, ‘That the expense | 


The Chair was listening | 


I desire the 
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——— eee 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
the cominittce do now rise. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman will yield 
a moment I will move to recommit this bill to the 





1 move that 


| Committee of Ways and Means. It has been very 


imperfectly prepared, and the Committee of Ways 
and Means themselves differ about it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lilinois. | insist upon 
my motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Keiz.oge, of lilinois, re- 


The Chair would like to || 


a that the committee had, according to order, 
iad the Union generally under consideration; and 
particularly a bill (H.R. No. 500) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1861, and had come to no reso- 
lution thereon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to say that there 
are two or three gentlemen who are desirous to 
get permission to print their speeches, or to de- 
liver them. I trust that the privilege will be given 
them. 

Mr. BRANCH. If we go into committee for 
that purpose, the result will be, as it was the 
other night, that we shall be dragged out of our 
beds at midnight. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If permission is granted to 
the gentlemen to make their speeches, 1t will pre- 
vent their interfering with our proceedings here- 
after. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I would rather sit here a month 
than to see the Sergeant-at-Arms parading the 
strects of this city with a set of plug-uglies, drag- 
ging members out of their Leds at midnight, 


Mr. BRANCH. I move that the House do 


| now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Tha se ace o i . v , 
Se accordingly (at ten o’clock, p.m.,) 
IN SENATE. 

Tvespay, June 12, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guarey. 
Mr. POWELL. Me. Secretary, lL announce to 


| the Senate that the Vice President is indisposed, 
, and will aot be able to take his seat as President 


of the Senate to-day. I move that Mr. Brieut, 


| Senator from Indiana, take the chairas President 


Yes, sir; ail || 


| Representatives, yesterday, were severall 


pro tempore. 

The Secretary put the question; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore took the chair, 
and called the Senate to order. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the reading of the 
Journal be dispensed with this morning. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempere. The reading 
can be dispensed with only by unanimous con- 

ry ~ 7 S ; 

sent. The Chair hears no objection. 

On motion of Mr. POWELL, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the Sceretary of the Senate notify the 
President of the United States that, in the absence of the 
Vice President, the Senate has chosen Hon. Jesse D. 
Bricur, President of the Senate pro tempore ; and that he 


make a similar communication to the House of Represent- 
atives. 


ILOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills received from the House of 
read 


twice by their titles, and referred as indicated 


The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the | 


gentleman cannot proceed. The Chair is of opin- 


ion that the appropriation has been made in full | 


for that service, and if there is any other appro- 
priation necessary in reference, it is an independ- 


ent claim, which cannot properly be put upon an | 


appropriation bill. 
Mir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I must ap- 


peal from the decision of the Chair, for 1 do not 
believe it to be correct. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, “ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee ?”’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hit1z, and 
Leacu of Michigan, were appointed. 

The committee divided ;and the tellers reported— 
ayes 93, noes 38. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


I demand | 


below: 
A bill (No. 622) to authorize notaries public 
in the District of Columbia to take acknowledg- 


' ments of deeds for the conveyance of realestate 
| therein—to the Committee on the District of Co- 


lumbia. 

A bill (No. 663) to authorize divorces in the 
District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill (No. 99) for the relief of Benjamin Sayre 
—to the Committee on Claims. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore \aid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating in part the information called for 
by a resolution of the Senate in relation to con- 
tracts for the construction of the Patent Office 
building; which was ordered to lic on the table. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
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Oscar Coles and others, merchants and ship- 
owners of the city of New York, remonstratiug 
against the passage of any act conflicting with the 
law in relation to steamers, passed August 30, 
1852; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented theamemorial of 
Swift, Seaman & Co.,and others, hardware deal- 
ers of the city of New York, praying that the 
duty on steel may not be increased as proposed 
in the tariff bill now pending before Congress; 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. | 


Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a communication 


from Charles F. Anderson, submitting a plan for | 


the better ventilation of the Senate Chamber; 


which was ordered to lie on the table, a bill hav- | 


ing been reported on the subject by the select 
committee, 

Mr. HEMPHILL presented the memorial of 
Walsh, Coulter & Co., of the city of New York, 
and others, praying that the duty on steel may 
not be increased as proposed in the tariff bill now 
pending before Congress; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the 
and others, dealers in hardware in New York 
city, praying that the duty on steel may not be 
increased, as cdataenptatadd by the tariff bill now 
pending before Congress; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RICE presented the memorial of R. Hoe 
& Co. and others, of the city of New York, pray- 
ing that the duty on steel may not be increased as 
proposed in the tariff bill now pending before 
Congress; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the memorial of Ste- 
vens, Peck & Co., manufacturers of agricultural 


— of Wright Mace | 


tools, of Brookfield, Vermont, and others, pray- | 


ing that the duty on steel may not be increased, 
as contemplated by the tariff bill now pending 
before Congress; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 502) for 
the relief of Taylor Dudley, of Minnesota; which 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TEN EYCK, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, to whom was referred the pe- 


tition of Oliver Towles, for himself and others, | 


praying that an act may be passed for their relief, 
providing for the paymentof theirclaim for seven 


yore half pay as heirs-at-law of Captain Oliver | 


owles, of the third South Carolina continental 
regiment, which claim has been favorably recom- 
mended to Congress by the Legislature of South 
Carolina, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 


Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Revo- | 


lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the joint 


resolution (H. R. No. 39) directing the account- | 


ing officers of the Treasury to settle the account 
of the late Robert Stockton, quartermaster, &c., 
reported it without amendment, 


He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to 


whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 465) grant- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the question between the United States and Great Britain 
in respect to the colony of the Bay Islands. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 


House had passed the following bills, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 217) making appropriations for the 
construction, preservation, and repairs of certain 
fortifications and other works of defense for the 
year ending June 30, 1861; and 

A bill (No. 564) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 


ARTHUR EDWARDS. 


Mr. HALE. There is upon the table a joint 
resolution that is unanimously reported by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


dulge me for a single minute in making a state- | 


ment, I think they will agree to pass it. It is a 


resolution relating to the claim of Mr. Edwards, | 
which was passed by both Houses and vetoed by | 
the President. Mr. Edwards is willing simply to || 


go to the Post Office Department and take such 
sum as the Postmaster General, on investigation, 
shall find to be due him. The committee unani- 
mously recommend its passage. He has been here 
for five years attending to thisclaim. I hope the 
Senate will agree to take it up, and pass it this 
morning. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope not. I think we should 
go on with the public business. That bill has 
been already passed here and occupied much of 
the time of the Senate, and I do not see any spe- 
cial reason why it should be taken up; and cer- 
tainly, in looking at it, | do not think it presents 
any great equities atall. 

Mr.HALE. Perhaps the Senator did not un- 
derstand what I stated. The bill was vetoed; and 
we do not propose to pass any bill, but simply a 
resolution that he shall go to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral and take what the Postmaster General thinks 
is due him.. That is the whole of the joint reso- 
lution. The committee unanimously recommend 


| it, and instruct me to ask its passage this morn- 
| ing. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution (S. No. 41) for the relief of 
Arthur Edwards and his associates. It author- 
izes the Postmaster General to examine and adjust 
the claim of Arthur Edwards and his associates, 


for carrying the through mails on their boats || 


between Cleveland and Detroit, Sandusky and 
Detroit, and Toledo and Detroit, during the years 
1849 and 1853, and the intervening years; and to 
pay to them such sum of money as shall be found 


_ to be justly and equitably due to them for carry- 


ing a pension to Mary Shireliff, widow of John | 


Shircliff, reported it without amendment. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the bill (H. R. No. 542) for the re- 


lief of Effisia C. De May, widow of Charles F. | 
V. De May, late a dragoon in the Army of the | 


United States, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill (H.R. No. 715) to establish a mail six timesa 


week from Sacramento, in California, to Olympia, | 


in the Territory of Washington, reported it with- 
out amendment. 


BAY ISLANDS. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- | 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 


cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public in- | 


a copies of such dispatches as were received at the 
in London, bearing date of March, 1856, and also, of the 
dispatch of 

7, 1856, relative to certain propositions for the setticment of 


ent of State, from the legation of the United States | 


Mr. Marey, to Mr. Dallas, of the date of April | 


ing the mails. 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads reported the joint resolution with an amend- 
ment, to add at the end of it the folluwing: 

And the sum thus found due shall be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, |, 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred | 
in. 


and read a third time. It was read the third time, 
and passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
President pro tempore: 

A bill (S. No. 252) to incorporate the Grand 
Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
of the District of Columbia; 

A bill (S. No. 261) to authorize the levy court 
to issue tavern licenses in the District of Co- 
lumbia; 

A bill (S. No. 202) to reimburse the corporation 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, a sum 
of money advanced towards the construction of 
the Little Falls bridge. 


ILOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Repre- 


| sentatives were severally read twice by their ttles, 


and referred to the Committee on Finance: 





I | 


ask that it be taken up; and if the Senate will in- | 


The resolution was ordered to be engrossed | 
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A bill (No. 564) making appropriations fo; ;) _ ; 
|| service of the Post Office Department durine a oot 0 
} fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1861, ~~ - aot 
| “ 
| VIRGINIA LAND WARRANTS. ‘The » 
Mr. MASON. I will call the attention of 4, out, in U 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Bragg) ty, «“ advert 
| bill which he reported the other day from 4), sixty de 
Committee on Public Lands, which was obj eted gert: tt 
|| to at the time by the Senator from New Hamp. Walker 
| shire. ' vin Gre 


Charles 
their as: 





| Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. I Wish that bill may 
be taken up. I objected to it simply for the pur. 


|| pose of examining it, and I am satisfied it ough assigns: 
|| to pass. That tl 
| Mr. MASON. I will state to the Senate thy, of the Pr 
| it is simply a declaratory act, to give effect to oda 

preceding law; and the Senator from North Ca;. John D.' 
| olina, I know, is anxious to have it passed, | James 8 


contract 


hope it will be taken up and acted upon. 
shall be 


Mr. BRAGG. If the Senate wish any expla. 











iia 10 
nation of the bill, I ean make it ina few minutes, Hine orl 
|| though it is all explained in the report. two yea 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, ag Mr. 
|| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to coy. yropos 
sider the bill (S. No. 347) to declare the meaning in the } 
| of the act entitled ** An act making further pro- ous tel 
|| visions for the satisfaction of Virginia land war. js not ¢ 
| rants,’’ passed August 31, 1852. The bill, as objecti 
|| originally introduced by Mr. Mason, directed thai owners 
| the ** military land warrants or parts of warrants,” create 
|| provided forin the first section of the ** Act making yariou! 
|| further provisions for the satisfaction of Virginia the lin 
|| land warrants,’’ passed August 31, 1852, should should 
} be construed to embrace all such warrants, or safety, 
| parts of warrants, as were issued prior to the ]st as it 18 
|| day of March, 1852, together with all such war- graph 
|) rants and parts of warrants as were or may be They 
|| issued gevenroret to the Ist of March, on claims graph 
| allowed by the proper authorities of the Con- are th 

monwealth of V.rginia prior thereto. The 
| The Committee on Public Lands reported the ought 
| bill with an amendment to strike out all after the requir 
| enacting clause, and insert in lieu thereof : an acl 
That the Secretary of the Interior, in executing the pro- of g6it 
visions of the act passed August 31, 1852, entitled “ An act rovil 
making further provision for the satisfaction of Virginia ¢40,0 
| land warrants,”’ be required so to construe the same as Ww rr 
|| authorize the satisfaction in scrip of all warrants or parts ules WV 
|| of warrants issued on allowances made by the executive of both | 
|| Virginia prior to the Ist day of March, 1852, coming within days, 
the principles already recognized by the Department ot the these 
Interior in the execution of the provisions of the said act, 
| and whether issued before or since the Ist day of Marci, I hop 
| 1852: Provided, however, That no warrant or part of a war- the b 
| rant shall be satisfied in serip, founded or issued on any duein 
allowance made by the executive of Virginia since the Is ay 1 
day of March, 1852. y 
The amendment was agreed to. oa 
| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, Mi 
|, and the amendment was concurred in, and the bil! retar 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. lt M 
| was read the third time, and passed, be pi 
COMMITTEE SERVICE, inste 
| Mr. PEARCE. I ask the Senate to excuse me M 
| from service on the select committee in relation but i 
to the case of the Comptroller, William Medill, to Offic 
| which I was appointed yesterday. 1 understand mast 
that the select committee have investigated the _M 
|, matter and the chairman has drawn a report, sub- Is In 
sequent to all of which I was appointed on the out ¢ 
| committee. I am already on two other commit- Post 
| tees, and overwhelmed with business, and | ask M 
to be excused from further service on the select the 
| committee. que: 
|| The motion was agreed to. _T 
|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. How shall the 8 0 
vacancy be filled? fren 
Mr. GWIN. I move that it be filled by the reta 
Chair. “a 
. T 
The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Fircn was T 
appointed. 
PACIFIC TELEGRAPH. N 
Mr. GWIN. 1 ask that the bill (S. No. 84) ate 
which is now on the table, be taken up, in order nT 
that we may act on the amendment of the House. wil 
It is the overland telegraph bill. I desire to move b . 
| an amendment to the House amendment, and the! . 
to concur with the balance of the House substi na 
tute, as amended. oar 
: / r 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro ti 
ceeded to consider the amendment of the House = 














e 12 


——= 


S for the 
Certain 
) fOr the 





860. 


f Representatives to the bill (S. No. 84) to facil- 
Fate -ommunications between the Atlantic and 
Pacific States by electric telegraph. 


Mr. GWIN. The House have sent us a sub- 


3 for th. stitute for our bill. I propose to amend the sub- 

PING the stitute of the House in the words that the Secre- 
ry will read. : : 

r The Secretary read the amendment: to strike 

fa » in the third, fourth, and fifth lines, the words 

7 the  eagertise for sealed proposals, to be received for 

'G) 10 4 aecty days after the passage of this act,’’ and in- 

oO t 7 o) ° 

- ee gert:**tocontract with Zenas Barnum, Thomas R. 

seCted Walker, John H. Berryhill, Hiram or Nor- 

i yin Green, John D. Caton, Frederick A. Bee, 

il Charles M. Stebbins, and James 8S. Graham, or 

h May their assigns, or & majority of said contractors or 

a ee ssig ‘ 

ae assigns;’’ So that the House amendment will read: 
L Ouch Ssigis . ’ 

gt ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction 

fthe President of the United States, is hereby authorized 

ite that ce ( directed to contract with Zenas Barnum, Thomas R. 

Ct tog Walker. John H. Berryhill, Hiram Sibley, Norvin Green, 

th Car. John Dp. Caton, Frederick A. Bee, Charles M. Stebbins, and 

a é James &. Graham, or their assigns, or a majority of said 

sed. | -ontractors or assigns, and the fulfillment of which contract 

shall pe guarantied by responsible parties as in the case of 

 €Xpla. bids for mail contracts, for the use by the Government of a 


line or lines of magnetic telegraph, to be constructed within 


nutes : 
two years from the 3ist day of July, &c. 


late, as Mr. GWIN. I will state the reason why I 
10 Cone »ropose this amendment. These parties named 
leanilig in the amendment are the presidents of the vari- 
er pro. ous telegraph companies of the United States. It 
1d War- is not creating a corporation, which is one of the 
bill, as objections of the House; but these parties are the 
ted that owners of the patent, and are a corporation already 
rants,” created by law. They own the patents of the 
making various telegraph apparatus. They can construct 
‘irginia the line on this route and put it in operation. I 
should should be very willing, if it could be done with 
ints, or safety, to let the amendment of the House remain 
the Ist as itis; but Lam perfect}y confident that no tele- 
h war- graph line could be builtexcept by those parties. 
nay be They have the control now of the patent for tele- 
claims graph lines through the United States, and they 
: Con- are the presidents of the companies. 

There is another reason why this amendment 
ted the ought to pass. The amendment of the House 
fter the requires that there shall be sixty days’ notice. By 
: an act of the Legislature of California, a bonus 
the pro- of $60,000 is given to the first line that is built, 
Vien provided it is done within eighteen months, and 
ante $40,000 for the second line that is built. The par- 
OF parts ties wish to get the bonus on each by building 
rutive of both lines; but if they are compelled to wait sixty 
g within days to receive bids, it will diminish the chance of 
nt of the . : . 1. 
said act, these lines getting the bonus offered by the State. | 
Marc, I hope, therefore, that this will be accepted, with 
af a war- the balance of the amendment of the House re- 
a ducing the subsidy to $10,000, and reducing the 

nay for each message from four to three dollars. 
am willing to take the whole balance of the 
amendment of the House with this addition. 
ended, Mr.SIMMONS. I will inquire why the Sec- 
the bill retary of the Treasury is inserted in thatcontract? 
me. it Mr.GWIN. In order that the subsidy shall 
be paid out of the Treasury of the United States, 
instead of the Post Office fund. 
use me Mr. SIMMONS. That may be provided for; 
elation but it seems to me that, when we maké a Post 
dill, to Office contract, it ought to be made by the Post- 
rstand master General. 
ed the _Mr.GWIN. The Secretary of the Treasury 
t, sub- is inserted in order that the money shall be paid 
on the outof the Treasury, and not be a charge on the 
ym mit Post Office fund. 
I ask Mr. WELSON. I hope the Chair will have 
select the question stated again. What is precisely the 
question ? 
_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
all the is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California—which will be read by the See- 
yy the retary—to the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 
H was The Secretary again read it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.GWIN. I will now move that the Sen- 
o. 84) ate concur in the amendment of the House, as 
order amended. 

[ouse. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 

move will read the amendment of the House, as it has 

] then been amended. 

ubsti- Mr. GWIN. The amendment has already 
een read to the Senate. I suppose it is unneces- 

¢ pro- Sary to read it now. It will take a great deal of 

Jouse time, 
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is not desired by any Senator, it will be dispensed 
with. ‘The question now is, on agreeing to the 
amendment, as amended. ’ 

Mr. TOOMBS. As I do not wish to call for 
| the yeas and nays, I merely desire to express my 
| disapprobation of these congressional contracts; 

and therefore 1 shall vote against this, though I 


do not care about calling the yeas and nays on it. | 
The amendment of the House, as amended, | 


was concurred in. 
BERIAH WRIGHT. 

Mr. KING. I move that the Senate take up 
House bill No. 385. 

Mr. TOOMBS. What is it? 

Mr. KING. It is a bill to increase the pension 
of a poor old man. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 385) granting an invalid 
pension to Beriah Wright, of New York. 
rects the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of Beriah Wright, of New York, upon the 
roll of invalid pensioners of the United States, and 
pay to him a pension, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, in addition to the pension he is now 
receiving, fromthe 16th of February, 1858, during 
| his natural life. 


is the pension to be increased ? 
Mr. KING. Let the report be read. He had 


a pension of four dollars a month before, and, on 


read, which will explain it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
are passed as a matter of course. I withdraw the 
call, therefore, for the reading of the report, and 
shall vote against the bill myself. I do not believe 
anybody pays any attention to these bills, and I 
therefore withdraw the call. 
without any sort of notice from anybody, as a 
matter of course. 
matter of indifference how pensions are passed, 
and therefore, simply announcing my opposition, 
I do not ask for the reading of the report. No- 
body cares anything about these pension cases. 

The bill was reported to the Rennie without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

GEORGE P. MARSH. 

Mr. FOOT. The other morning I reported a 
bill for the relief of George P. Marsh, which was 
read three times; and now stands upon its pas- 
sage. The honorable Senator from Indiana [ Mr. 
Firen] objected to final action of the Senate upon 
itat that time. I learn from him that upon ex- 
amination of the case, he is satisfied of the justice 





that it now be puton its passage. 


Mr. FITCH. I objected to the passage of the 


noticed in the remarks made by members of the 
Senate on the subject; but am satisfied that pre- 
cedent is in Mr. Marsh’s favor. I do not com- 





mit myself of course to the justice and correctness 
of the claim; but now, as it is the only exception, 


waive the objection. 


to that claim, that a gentleman who professed to 


/ about it on the supposition that it was referred to 


| objection made to it by that gentleman. 
| make no objection, except this: that on the in- 
| formation 1 received, I shail feel myself com- 

pelled to vote against the claim. It was a one- 
| sided statement, to be sure. 

Mr. FOOT. It has been reported from both the 
Committee on Foreign Relations and the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion to take up the bill (H.R. No.8) 
for the relief of George P. Marsh. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
| is on the passage of the bill. 
The bill was passed. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 
Mr. POLK. The Committee on Private Land 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the reading 
| 
| 


It di- | 


additional certificates, it is now proposed to give | 
him the other four dollars; but let the report be 


I believe these pension bills 


They are passed | 


I think it is considered to be a | 


OBE. : 


| 





Mr. TOOMBS. I wanttohearthe report. Why | 


of the claim, and withdraws the objection. L move | 


|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
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| Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
| 118) to confirm certain private land claims in the 
| State of Missouri, have instructed me to report in 

favor of the passage of the bill; and L ask the pres- 
| ent consideration of it at the hands of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Misscuri asks the immediate consideration 
of the bill of the House just reported. * 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I inquire if there is not a 
special order at half past eleven o’clock this morn- 
ing? 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| will ascertain whether any special order has been 
| made for the hour that has arrived. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. It is House bill No. 220, 
which was made the special order for haif past 
| eleven o’clock to-day. 

Mr.GWIN. While the Secretary is looking 
for that bill, I desire to make a report. 

There is a 
proposition pending, and the Chair ean receive 
nothing until it is disposed of. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is the bill (H. R. No. 
220) for the relief of Anson Dart. 

Mr. POLK. I hope the Senator will allow the 
bill I have reported to be considered until the Sec- 
retary finds the papers in the other case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That can be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. lam personally interested 
in calling up the special order; but I have no ob- 
jection to going on with the bill of the Senator 
from Missouri while the Secretary is in search of 
the paper in the other case, which has been mis- 
laid. 

‘There being no objection, the Senate,as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| bill CH. R. No. 118) to confirm certain land claims 

in the State of Missouri. It proposes to confirm 
the decisions made by the sebaeteie of land titles 
in the State of Missouri, and the two commis- 
sioners associated with him, by virtue of an act 
entitled ** An act for the final adjustment of pri- 
| vate land claims in Missouri,’ approved July 9, 
| 1832, and an act supplemental thereto, approved 
| March 2, 1833, as entered in the transcript of de- 
| cisions transmitted by the recorder and commis- 
| sioners to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, in the following cases: to Israel Dodge, or 
| his legal representatives, seven thousand and fifty - 
| six arpents; to Walter Fenwick, or his legal rep- 
| resentatives, ten thousand arpents; and to Mackey 
| Wherry, or his legal representatives, sixteen hun- 
| dred arpents. In case either of the claims con- 
firmed by this act, or any part thereof, has not 
been located or surveyed, or cannot be located or 
satisfied, cither for want of a specific location 
prior to this confirmation, or because the land 
|| upon which the same is located has been other- 
wise disposed of by the General Government, it 





bill beeause of certain information which I had | 


I believe, to relief of that kind, I feel disposed to | 
Mr. POLK. I feelit my duty to state, in regard | 
| know something about it, came to speak with me | 


the Committee on Foreign Relations. There was |, 


I will |) 


| is to be the duty of the surveyor general of the 
district, upon proof satisfactory to him that such 
claim has been confirmed, and that it in whole or 
| in part has not and cannot be satisfied for those 
|| reasons, or from any cause, to issue to the claim- 
|| ants, or their legal representatives, a certificate 
| of location for a quantity of land equa! to that so 
|| confirmed and unsatisfied, which certificate may 
be loeated upon any of the public lands of the 
| United States subject to sale at private entry; but 
such location is to conform to the legal divisions 
and subdivisions as provided by law. The re- 
gister of the proper land office, upon the location 
of such certificate, is to issue to the person en- 
titled thereto a certificate of entry; upon which, 
if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Com- 
|| missioner of the General Land Office that such 
|| certificate has been fairly obtained, a patent is to 
| issue as in other cases. 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. POLK. I move as an amendment to the 
| bill, to insert after the word “‘ entry,”’ in the sec- 
| ond section, the words * noyaamaaare $1 25 per 
acre;’’ so that the land entered 1 not exceed 
in price $1 25 per acre. 

Phe amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 

| 


time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


ERASTUS HUTCHINS. 


Mr. WADE. I desire to inquire if there is 
anything before the Senatew 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
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order is before the Senate, but the bill is not yet 
found. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have the printed bill 
from the House, which I presume can be used, 
and the Secretary can find the bill afterwards. A 
printed copy is on file. 

Mr. WADE. While the preetars is search- 
ing for that bill, | wish to take up a little bill for 
the relief of Erastus Hutchins, and have it con- 
sidered now. I ask the Senate to take up that 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 446) for the relief of | 
Srastus Hutchins. It directs the Secretary of the | 
Interior to place the name of Erastus Hutchins, 
of Ohio, a soldier in the war of 1812, upon the 
pension roll,andallow him eightdollars per month 
from the Ist of January, 1860. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 
third time, and passed. 


ANSON DART. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous 
consent, the Chair wili present to the Senate a | 
bill taken from the files in the case of Anson Dart, | 
which is the special order for half past eleven 
o'clock to-day. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
220) for the relief of Anson Dart, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Oregon. Will the Senator from 
Oregon prepare his amendmentagain? It has been 
mislaid. 

Mr. LANEY The amendment I offered pro- 
vided that, so far as the salary was concerned, the 
same salary should be extended to those who had 
served in the same office previous and subsequent 
to Mr. Dart. ‘The Secretary can draw it up again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the ques- 
tion will be on the amendment, to insert atthe end 
of the bill the following: 


Provided, That the superintendents of Indian affairs em 
ployed in Oregon beiore and since said Anson Dart, be al 
lowed the same rate of compensation as is here provided 
for the said Dart. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, when, on 
yesterday, | moved to postpone this bill, 1 prom- 
ised the Senate that I would make a very few 
remarks to-day, as soon as ‘I could be heard. 
Seeing how very shorta period of time is now 
allowed, and admonished by the fact that the Sen- 
ator from Oregon intends to make remarks in re- 
ply» such is my anxiety to have a vote upon this 
ill, and a final disposition of it, that T shall ad- 
here most strictly to my promise. 

My duty, Mr. President, to this bill and the 


cinct narrative of the case. It has been, time and 
again and repeatedly, reported by committees of 
both Houses favorably; I might say unanimously. 
The principle upon which it is based has been 
recognized, after thorough and mature discussion; 
and | was not aware thatthe bill was to meet with 
the serious opposition which it has encountered, 
until the remarks, somewhat lengthy and dis- 
cursive in their character, fell from the lips of the 
Senator from Oregon on the previous discussions 
of this case. The main features of the bill are 
these: it asks, in the first place, for an increase 
of salary from $2,500 to $4,000, for a period of 
three years, during which he served as superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs in Oregon. Itasks, also, 
for the allowance of certain moneys which were 


mn by him in the discharge of his duties as dis- || 
ru 


rsing officer — the Pacific coast, which he 
has actually pai 


of the interpreter and the hire of a clerk. These 
last items cmt p feature in the bill, the pro- | 
priety and } which have been disputed in | 


The point in dispute between the Senator from 


no quarter. 1] 
j 


salary instead of $2,500, at which sum it was fixed | 
when he accepted the office; and the amendment 
of the Senator from Oregon is framed witha view 
of testing the propriety of applying that principle 
to this case. 


le moves, as an amendment, that || 


out of his pocket for the board || guished Senator from Oregon, who once went out 


| us Governor uf that ene accepted the office 
y 
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, Oregon are not petitioners, nor asking for it be- |) 


be given to Dr. Dart az the bill from the House 
of Representatives. So far as this feature in the 


which I think will dispose of it. The beneficia- 


| 


ries of the gratuity proposed by the Senator from | 


fore this body. Itis time enough to deal out that 


| kind of private justice when parties imagine them- 
|| selves aggrieved and ask for it at the hands of 
|| Congress. 


I doubt not they will be ver 


LOBE. 





| 


|| cause the circumstances surrounding his cage 
case is concerned, I have to make butone remark, | 


j 


much | 


surprised atthis gratuitous liberality, which would | 


extend to them a salary which they never asked || mittee and Dr. Dart, 1 asked the re 


| of the bill to the Committee on Indian 


for. I think that that will dispose of that feature 
of the case 
As to the other, the allowance of an increase of 
salary retrospectively, the committee placed that 
= this distinct principle: while they acknowl- 
ge, as a general rule, it was a vicious principle, 


|| yet, as the case was exceptional, and the circum- 


stances were such as to place it beyond the pos- 


| sibility of being drawn into a precedent fer sub- 


| of the case? 


. . . * 
sequent legislation, there was a propriety and || 


justice in doing so. Whatare the circumstances 
At the time when this commission 
was tendered to Dr. Dari—for it is not one which 
he sought; such is the evidence before the com- 
mittee—his prospects were far better, so far as 
official promotion was concerned, for be stood 
high in the favor of that Administration, than 


those which this appointment conferred upon him. | 
He had a mission in his hand, at that time, toone || 
Inasmuch as | 
he had been the compeer and agsociate of Mr. | 


of the South American Republics. 


Catlin, he was solicited by the Secretary of the 
Interior—all these facts, I believe, are in the record 


_ and the papers—to go as superintendent of Indian 


|| affairs to Oregon, because of his supposed inti- 


macy with the habits and character and languages 
of the Indians in that Territory. He declined to 


go, because the salary had been placed too low. | 


It is admitted, | believe, on all hands, that the 
fixing of the salary of the superintendent of In- 
dian affairs of Oregon at that time at $2,500 was 
simply a mistake. He was assured by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, and by the then 
chairman of the committee over which I now pre- 
side, Judge Atchison, of Missouri, that every en- 


deavor would be made to correct the mistake. He |! 


went to Oregon under these assurances. He acted 


/upon them. He aceepted the office under them. 


It was an admission, upon-the part of the repre- 


| sentatives of the Government, that the salary was 


inadequate, | have no doubt of the fact that the 
salary was inadequate, ‘That was at the time 
when the Congress had fixed the compensation 


of the superintendent of Indian affairs for Cali- 


| fornia, a neighboring State, where the same con- | 
dition of things prevailed precisely, at $4,000. It |! That will explain everything which the Senator 
was at a time when prices of every kind were || 


¢ ; | enormously high, when an unnatural state of | 
Senate, can be best fulfilled by giving a very suc- 


things prevailed,and when the acceptance of office 


there bankrupted and impoverished almost every | 


officer who attempted the public service under 
those circumstances. Do not these, therefore, 


| Mr. President, constitute exceptional circum- 
| stances by which you can make this allowance to 





Dr. Dart, and very justly refuse to make it to his 
predecessor and successor? | think so. 

I will say, the committee are aware of the vi- 
cious character of a general principle of this kind; 
but the adoption of it heretofore has not been 
without exception. I think, on last Friday, we 
inereased the salary of a judge in California for 


|| several years retrospectively, $1,000 a year; and 
| why? 


y? Because his services had been worth the 
money; and the very same principle applies to the 
ease which is now before the Senate. No super- 
intendent could have well taken the office for less 
than $4,000 a year. 1 am aware that the distin- 


which was tendered to him by the Executive at 
a less rate for superintendence than that which 
was afterwards given. The presence of that hon- 


| orable Senator here to-day shows why it is that 
Oregon and the commitice is this: the propriety |) 


of allowing him, bya retroactive allowance, $4,000 || 


gentiemen wha go out with the commission of 
Governor of a Territory can easily afford to sat- 


| isfy and content themselves with a less salary 


than one who goes for the simple purpose of re- 


| ceiving a fair pecuniary emolument for official 
| Services. 


Now, Mr. President, I have stated what are the 


lis predecessor in offi@e and his successor in office || features of this bill, and why the committee chose 
shall be allowed the same pay as is proposed to |! to allow, and why they thought it was proper to 
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allow, this extra compensation to Dr. Dart 





Wer 


exceptional; because I believe that he earned thew 


| moneys; that any other fair and able and hones 


officer, exercising those duties ordischarging th, 
functions, would have earned that money, ' 
The Senator from Oregon takes exce 
several small matters of administration in 
eral affairs of that Territory in the line of } 
duty. This is a difference of opinion. The 5. 
ator made those points, and in justice to the ta. 


COMMitmen 
Affairs 


ption to 
the Len. 


again. They have made their supplementary re. 
port. In that they find that there 1s not one go). 


itary thing that is complained of by the Senato, 
from Oregon that was not either justified by the 
instructions from the Department, or which way 
notafterwards accepted and ratified by the Depan. 
ment, or which does not amount to a simple dif. 
ference of opinion between the Senator from Ops. 
gon and Dr. Dart, in this case. The first is the 
time which he is said to have loitered away jy 
Washington and around the purlicus of Noy 
York before he left. Why, sir, from the date of 


| hiscommission, and making the purchasesin Noy 


York, which he was instructed to do, he had no 
time to leave at an earlier day, considering the 
time of the sailing of the current steamer. They 
he came back, says the Senator from Oregon, and 
remained here one hundred and fifty days. Sir, 
the instructions which that man received, a copy 
of which | have seen, covered every discretion of 
that kind; and when he had made treaties with 
the Indians upon the coast of the Pacific, west of 
the Cascade mountains, there was an amount of 
responsibility involved in their application, and 
the consideration of those treaties, which required 
the presence of such an officer here before the De- 
partment. These were covered by his instruc. 
tions, and although he came back before he re- 


|| ceived the letter of recall, his coming here was 


| ratified, and the expenses of his trip were paid 








while here. 


I think the Senator from Oregon falls into some 
mistakes, undoubtedly inadvertently, in stating 
the expenses and allowances which were made to 
Dr. Dart while he was here. It has been the 


| custom of the Departmentalways to allow a con- 


mutation for services while here. I know nothing 
about this except that the whole discrepancy, the 
amount of $300 which was certified to by the pro- 
prietor of the boarding house, as the account 
which he paid for his board, arose in consequence 
of Mr. Manypenny requiring him to give the 
exact amount and items of the bill, instead of 
rendering up this commutation of $2 50 a day. 


has brought so seriously against him about the 
manner in which he occupied his time whiie here. 

There is some litle matter about postages— 
they were then from twenty to forty cents upon 
letters instead of three cents as now—which 1s 
adverted to by the Senator from Oregon, making 
it appear that there was an unnecessary, useless, 
and extravagant charge in that item; but when 
we look back to the period of things which pre- 
vailed there, it appears to be the exercise of true 
and real economy. 

I cannot go further into this subject, because | 
see the time isnearly out. I will adveri, then, to 
the other exception which has been taken to his 
administration of affairs in Oregon. I have said 
that that amounts to nothing more them a differ- 
ence between the capacity of that man to admin- 
ister affairs and the judgment of the Senator from 
Oregon. By referring back to 1852, in the House 
of Representatives, when my colleague, then @ 
member of the House, and my friend from Ore- 
gon, then a Delegate, were discussing the pro- 
priety and the expediency of these very treaties 
which the Senator thinks now were so unwise 
and inapplicable to the necessities of the country, 
1 find the Senator from Oregon approving of his 
whoie policy, passing eulogiums upon the eco 
omy and efficiency with which this man had ne- 
gotiated these treaties, and the locating of the 
treaties right in the very region of country whic 
he has condemned since that. I will not send it 
to the Chair; but I will beg to read it mysell. 
The Senator from Oregon said on that subject: 

“ But Jet that be as it may, L am satisfied that the super 


intendent of Indian affairs, who made these treaties, |" 
which he has used $6,000 in advance of an appropriation, 
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<n ~ ead in good faith, and that he has practiced as strict econ- Mr. TOOMBS. Idonotthink so. [think we } Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolu- 

ATt—he, acted d. And tam satisfied, further, that, when he || should pr ed with Lien beeeenn 3 » order || tion: whict idered. b . iy 

ise omy asbecould. ¢ otiations. he was induced to believe || should proceed wit — ic business in the order || Uon; which was considered, by unanimous con- 

ed bon commenced el oad the sum of $6,000 unexpended; and || Of its importanceand interest; and so far as m | Sent, and agreed to: 

hy sian a — the faith of that belief, he borrowed money, and || Course 18 concerned, we must have itdone. I call || Resolved, That the Secretary request the return from the 
est that. | 


: ; hat he 
;, the proper purpose ; and I do not know tha 

Ng thos, a aode aly weservations of the character I speak of.” 

$m 


Mr. President, the economy with which he dis- 


for the order of the Senate. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. 


House of Representatives of the bill (S. No. 84) vo facilitate 
communicat oa between the Adiantic and Pacific States 


ri 8 Pn- ; : 
Lwish tc say to the Sen- || by electric tiegraph, with the amendment of that House 














; ator from Georgia that I shall be very much |} there 

tion ty funds of the Governinent, and the ex- || obliged if he will all “re : his || eae 

the oe bursed the funds © ae i. omen iged if he will allow me ten minutes on this || CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

of > cellence of his judgment in selecting the places || subject. I shall make no reply to the Senator || : - 

he _ where he negotiated the treaties, are all approved || from Oregon, but allow the vote to be taken. Itis || The Senate, as in Committee of the W hole, re- 

} oe by the Senator from Oregon. He disnpproved of || not even asked to postpene the appropriation bill | sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No, 
'¢ Com. one feature, said to have been contained in those for fifteen minutes, and we shall get rid of a |, 901) making appropriations for certain civil cXx- 

a treaties, and that was the allowance of the Indian |) troublesome subject. | penses of the Government for the year ending the 

: . ‘ . . 1} e » + . * . 

Hair tribes to remain on their reservations for ten years. | Mr. LANE. ‘I shall try to get through in fif- | 30th of June, 1861; th pending question being on 
MArY te. | was then a member of this body, and remember | teen minutes if I can. || the following amendment, submitted by Mr. Sim- 
One ate . . . ‘ } . 70 TAT . “1 | y Py ’ i ee FS j } $e 
— that it was indicated to me, at that time, as one of a he PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- || MONS, from the Committee on Claims, to insert 

b nie the strangest circumstances that the Indians re- |) ator from Arkansas state his motion again ? }] 89,0, BOW, Cognee; 
i i = fused to receive the annuities for longer than ten |) Mr. LANE. Iam willing to let this matter go || _<2nd be it further enacted, That to provide for the faithful 
Ch w; , se it W j D rere fleeti j : , }, execution of the fourth article of the treaty with Grea 
Denes, year’s 5 because tans heey a = hories ” 1} our. ’ oO mae Britain ot the 9th of peau. 1842, and ereuiee Sihees 
iple dif their character; that they were temporary tribes, || Mr. TOOMBS. I am perfeetly willing to make || mentioned in said treaty, the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
, a and must soon be utterly extinguished, and would |, itthe special order for half pasteleven o’clock to- || and he is hereby, directed to pay, out of any money in the 
a hk not want the money for more than ten years. So || morrow. || ‘Treasury net SUE ne BPPTORS RANG, LOL NEES So a 
Sts the treaties were concerned, it is unneces- - SPPAg r re ye Mi. = _ |) of Roxbury, Massachusetts, and Laura A. Stebbins, of Ban- 
way is far as the panes wees — nT d, 1 ” we ¥ t Mr ° SEBASTIAN ae we can have it made the |, gor, Maine, each the sum of $6,686 50; and to James A, 
of N a sary now to discuss t em. ey we re rejected, special order for the morning hour of to-morrow Drew, of Chelsea, Massachusetts, and Rutus Mansur, of 
d . — upon my advice as chairman of the Committee on |) at half past eleven o’clock, 1 will consent to pass || Houlton, Maine, each the stun of $11,401; and to Edmund 
: N 91 Indian Affairs, upon the views, I believe, of the || jt aver. eae page a ee en of $15,881 25; 
sin New - me Je disanprov 5 } ,ppre IN , , ; a and to Ben}. Sewall, of satd Boston, the sum of $5,295 75: 
had no Senator from Oregon. bt dis ° H proved of the "1 _, The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The qu SUON |) Provided, That the said Ward, Stebbins, Drew, and Mansur, 
‘ing th in judgment, It was a difference of opinion. is on the motion to postpone the further consid- |) holding titles to the Eaton grant; aud the said Drew and 

T , do not think that ought to be considered as a se- | eration of this subject, and make it the special] || Mansur, holding titles to the east half of Plymouth town- 
x a rious objection to the allowance of further com- || order for to-morrow at half past eleven o’clock. ship ane ee eee me ng ep ene - ee to the 
ON, an he . . © fe 2 Poe -aties || “4A.. 2 EN = a . ° | west halfo vmouth township, shall respectively execute 
:.. Sie pensation to Dr, Dart; for whe anes. Sees tre aioe || Mr. GREEN. Iwill move to postpone it until |) of cause to beexecuted, deeds of release as required by the 
oan were rightor wrong is a question whic ithe events || the second Monday of December. We have al- || fourth article of said treaty to the parties holding “ posses- 
ei PY of the future can alone determine. Subsequently ' ready consumed too much time on this bill to the |} sory,” or “equitable possessory claims,’’ to lands in said 
‘etion of a war broke out. It may have been in conse- || exclusion of other business. I do not think one || E*ten grant and Piymouth township, as deseribed in the 
eS with f th jection of the treaties. It micht |! bill 3 : 7 : ~ || reports made to the Governor and Council of Maine, by 
west of quence of the reject! ° g 1 ill ought to consume the whole ume of the Sen- || Ebenezer Hutchinson and others, commissioners under a 
semana have followed in spite of them. I cannot say as | ate. ! move to postpone it until the second Mon- || resolution passed by the Legislature of said State on the 

Int of hat. d f December J2th of April, 1854, and the planof surveys accompanyin 
on, and to tha f 5 | day o cember. 1} 77 : : y Bee § 
cain’ (MMI, ME-LANE. | He made no treaty with those |/ Mr. SEBASTIAN. hope not. All the time | ial mst? alr tte id fate ay 
“equire . arenes 5 Rael | ‘ : 1} the shi Ci satist * Jand agent ¢ 
he De. Indians whe re wat broke out. | we have consumed hitherto will be wasted unless || said State that such deeds of release do confirm and quiet, 
inet Mr, SEBASTIAN. Very well. They were all || we finish it, and one more sitting will finish it. | to the persons entitled thereto, the title to such lands, as 

} ego made west of the Cascade mountains. I under- || The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question piacerntgetis. dye bye And provided ree Ld ey if pap bes 
C ne re- Ronnte o iec ee: . . | parties shall fail to make, or cause to be made, such deeds 
» Se ) ron to obje | wy > . . . . ; ‘ \ , , 
ere was tood the Senator fre m a a n se object that the {| will be put by the Chair on the longest time state d. | of release to the whole of said lands, a deduction shall be 
‘re paid treaties were made where t rere WAS NO population i| It is moved to postpone the further consideration \| made from the compensation herein provided, from the 
mit at all, and where a population was not settling. \| of this bill until the second Monday of December || allowance to the parties so failing to release, at the rate of 
Lhavea map of the State of Oregon, and I find || next. | two dollars peracre, for the land not so released: 4nd pro- 
to some ’ ies are lai atwee 2¢ 1] . | vided, also, ‘That the payments herein provided shall be in 
stating that all the oS oe laid off be ee the — | The motion was not agreed to. || full satisfaction for the timber taken from said Baton graut 
= a and the Casca hj ree ae nad ree was the | Mr. DOOLITTLE. Now 1 move to make it || 20d Plymouth township, and lost to the proprietors in con- 
Ade to very region in which ddr. Dart made these treaties, |! : _ ole © Jawan || Sequence of the diplomatic arrangement entered into in 1832 
een the Mr. LANE. Why did you not ratify them? |! —e order for to-morrow at half past eleven | pa pom. ee er ar tenatae pape Britain, suspending 
, op . x . i} ° } e s e i , Sa Bi Pe 
ha nd Mr. SEBASTIAN. I beg the Senators’s par- ||" ‘The motion was agreed to. |) We jerteaneaion of Baatng) te S wentianty 
nothing dou. Lrecommended to the Senate that those | - ] Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President—— 

7 . . . . } 7 IP PP 7 nr me . ° 
ney, the treaties should be rejected upon his advice, and | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. Mr. TOOMBS. I make a point of order on that 
the pro- upon that of no other person. He was the Del- |; A message from the House of Representatives, || amendment. ' 
account egate from that Territory. I could credit the || by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the || The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A point of 
oye representation of no other one; and that is the || House had passed the following joint resolutions || order has been made as to whether the amend- 

zive the reason why, as I say, it isa mere difference of || of the Senate: |} ment comes within the 30th rule of the Senate. 
stead of oe between him and the superintendent of || A joint resolution (No. 5) for supplying the || The Chair is under the impression that it isa 
Oa day. ndian affairs; and to this day, Mr. President, || Choctaw, Cherokee,and Chickasaw Nations with || private claim 
Senator neither you, nor I, nor the Senate know who was || such copies of the laws, journals, and public || Mr. IVERSON, I want to discuss that ques- 
out the right, | printed documents, as are furnished to the States || tion before the Chair decides it, 

» hare . | . . rm 7c y Arr & ¢ 
ile here, Mr. LANE. I hope the Senate will take my |} and Territories; Phe PRESIDENT pro tempore. ne 
blager— ap in relation to this matter. I will || A joint resolution (No. 35) providing for the || to decide the question, in order that the Senator 
ts upon e very much obliged to them if they do. Mr. |) observation of the eclipse of the sun, which will |) may appeal, and, if he thinks proper, discuss the 
yhich is President, | hope this case may now be decided. || occur on the 18th day of July. next; and |) appeal, 

aly oe ° ~ ° ° yr . 
making I do not want to take up the ume of the Senate || A joint resolution (No. 34) in relation to the Mr. IVERSON, Is not the question of order 
useless, aboutit. Iam tired of it. I know it is wrong, |) works of the exploring expedition. | open to discussion before the Chair decides? 

sha . « i ¢ ~ r 

ay hen and I know it ought not to pass; but still | ‘The message further announced that the House Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. i aid 
er Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope, as the time has | had passed a bill (No. 665) to amend an act ap- [he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
of true arrived for the consideration of the special order, || proved February 5, 1859, entitled “* An act pro- || very clear on the point that the amendment is 
I that we shall postpone it for fifteen minutes, to |, viding for keeping and distributing all public doc- || excluded by the 30th rule of the Senate; that itis 

a allow the Senator from Oregon to proceed, | uments, and for other purposes;’’ in which the |, a private claim. . : 

then, (0 Mr. LANE. Iam not going to take fifieen | concurrence of the Senate was requested. | Mr. LVERSON. Then I will appeal from the 
n to his minutes, || ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED | decision of the Chair, and I will proceed to ad- 
ve said Mr. SEBASTIAN, Well,I will say fora few | ee : lie || dress myself to that particular potntas to whether 
a differ- minutes, until we dispose of the bill. || The message furtherannounced that the Speaker |! jt js in orderas an amendmentto an appropriation 
admin- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour fixed |, had signed the following enrolled bills; which | bill. I think the Chair will concede, and so will 
or from for the consideration of the special order has ar- thereupon received the signature of the President || every Senator who will listen to me, that if the 
House rived, and it must be taken up, unless otherwise | PT tempore: : , | amendment is to carry out the provisions of a 
then a directed by the Senate. A bill (H. R. No. 8) for the reliefof George P. |, treaty, itis in order on this bill. 1 presume no- 
m Ore- Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to postpone it for || Marsh; 7 ; ; } body will dispute that fact, although it may be a 
he pro- ten minutes, | _A bill (H.R. No. 385) granting an invalid pen- || private claim; that is to say, it may be paying 
treaties Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will be adopted || 8!0n to Beriah Wright, of New York; || money to individuals. It comes from a commit- 
unwise y general consent. | A bill (H. R. No. 446) for the relief of Erastus i tee, and therefore is properly moved; and if it is 
puntry, Mr. TOOMBS. Thopenot. I dislike to inter- | Hutchins; and . ; she _ |, to carry out the provisions of a treaty, then, of 
of his pose; but we have a very important appropria- I| A bill (A. R. No. 556) for the relief of Francis | course, it “a | be put upon an appropriation bill. 
e econ: tion bill under consideration, and we have now got | Lavonture and Pierre Grignon. || Now, sir, I proceed to discuss that question, to 
- oi - or six days left. Iam perfectly willing || RETURN OF BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. i! show that it is to at on the peeernons i! a 
a take up this thing at the proper time; but it is I! : , | treaty. All the difficulty I apprehend is that the 
> on } ta , \} > > p » | * ‘ : : e 3 os 

Ww 7 talked, and talked, and talked todeath. I donot || .. Mr. a gee same ree seo. em || Senate will not listen to the case. I think if any 
sen : See any reason why we should postpone the ap- |! tion; w ane aeare ne 2% 1 Senator will listen to the case, and judge impar- 

, > 2 s . . i > > ® . . 

nysen. aie bill for this one. Daeg ete ees b he H fR t tially, he cannot fail to come to the conclusion 
yject: Mr. || Reselved, That a message be sent to the House of Rep- || : : seit te amte . arry out the 
, : ro ‘TRUMBULL. I aggeet. to the Senator || resentatives to request the return to the Senate of the bill || that this amendment is mae pd fi Y. 7 “der 
je super ™ Georgia that we lose more time in this dis- || (S. No. 271) for the relief of John P. Brown, which passed |, Provisions of the treaty, and is therefore in order. 
an cussion about it than by taking it up. || the Senate ay 4, 1960. || The fourth article of the treaty between the United 
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States and Great Britain, made in 1842, commonly 
called the Ashburton treaty, is in these terms: 


** Ant. 4. All grants of land heretofore made by either, 
party within the limits ofthe territory which, by this treaty 
falls within the dominions of the other party, shall be held 
valid, ratified, and confirmed to the persons in possession 
under such grants, to the same extent as if such territory 
had, by this treaty, fallen within the dominions of the party 
by whom such grants were made; and all equitable pos- 
sessory claims arising from a possession and improvement 
of any lot or parcel of land by the person actually in pos 


session, or by those under whom such person claims, for | 


more than six years before the date of this treaty, shall, in 


like manner, be deemed valid, and be confirmed and quieted | 


by a release to the person entitied thereto, of the title to 
such lot or parcel of land so described, as best to include 
the improvements made ther@on; and in all other respects 
the two contracting partics agree to deal upon the most lib- 
eral principles of equity with the settlers actually dwelling 
upon the territory falling to them, respectively, which has 
heretofore been in dispute between them.” 

That is the provision of the treaty, that when- 
ever any land falling on either side of the bound- 
ary shall have been in possession of any person 
for six years anterior to the date of the treaty, 
notwithstanding there may have been an outstand- 
ing higher legal ttle, these titles of possession 
should be quieted and released from the person 
who holds the higher and paramount title. That 
is the obligation of the treaty. Now, sir, upon 
investigation, these individuals to whom this 
money is proposed to be paid are the individuals 
who hald the higher title, who hold the paramount 
legal title, and it is to quiet the possessory title 


to the occupants of this soil, by the purchase of 


this higher or paramount title, that this amend- 
ment is proposed, 


Mr. TOOMBS. How about the timber? 


Mr. IVERSON. That is another matter. That 


is not the question. 


the point of order, The merits of the question, 


whether the amendment ought to be adopted or | 


not, are to be discussed afterwards. 

Mr BRAGG. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. IVERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. ‘ 
amount of this amendment is for the timber, and 
not. embraced in the fourth article of the treaty ? 

Mr. IVERSON. Lamnotdisecussing the merits 
of the amendment itself, and 1 do not think it is 
properly a subject for discussion. Whether the 
amendment shall be adopted or not will depend 
upon the merits of the amendment itself. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. j 
further question: whether, when you propose to 
quiet this title, tomake the utle good, which may 
be brought under the treaty, and you then pro- 
pose to pay a large sum for umber not being un- 
der the treaty, that is a private claim or not? 

Mr. IVERSON. On the question of order, if 
any portion of it is in order, you cannot exclude 
the whole amendment. That is the universal de- 
cision of the Chair. If any portion of the amend- 
ment is in the rule, it is notexcluded by the rule. 
This 4s, therefore, admissible; and you cannot 
exclude it on the point of order, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I deny that. 

Mr. IVERSON. That has been the uniform 
decision, as I understand. 

But so far as regards the claim for timber, let 
us see whatthat is. A portion of the amendment 
proposes to quiet this title in pursuance of the 
obligations of the treaty. It is to buy from the 
legal owners their title, so that the title of the pos- 
sessors, the occupants, may be perfected and qui- 
eted agreeably to the obligations imposed upon 
Government by this treaty. Now, in relation to 
this stumpage, as it is called, that portion of the 
amendment which proposes to pay to these parties 
so much per acre for the timber that has been cut 


Il am only speaking now of 
} 5 


Is he not aware that a large | 


I will ask my colleague this 


away, goes upon this principle, and I thinkevery | 


gentleman will acknowledge its propriety: the 
persons who held the legal title, of course, were 
entitled to the timber. The occupants whose title 
is to be quieted by this treaty went there and 
squatted upon it for six years, and cut off the tim- 
ber of the legal owners. Now, sir, is not the Gov- 


ernment bound to pay the legal owners of this | 
timber when they quiet the title? Of course, the | 
owners had a right to sue and recover damages | 


for trespass on this timber. The timber was as 
much the property of the legal owners as the soil 
itself; and, as a matter of course, the Government 
is bound to quict these titles and to keep these 
parties in possession, as if the land belonged to 
them for the six years they were in possession. 








|| That cannot be done except by paying the legal | 


owners, those who have the paramount title, 


everything to which.they woudl be entitled in an || 


action in trespass or an action of ejectment. You 
must quiet their title; you must buy off their re- 
linquishment; you mustebtain from thema release 
seiie the terms of the treaty to these possessory 
occupants of the whole of the land; and in doing 
that you must do full justice, by paying to them 


whatever injury they or their title has sustained | 


from the occupancy of it. That is the whole 


case, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The Chair having decided that this 
amendment was excluded under the 30th rule, and 
an appeal having been taken from that decision, 


the question is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair | 


stand as the judgment of the Senate?” 


Mr. IVERSON. Lask for the yeas and nays 
on that question, merely to test the sense of the 
Senate upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRAGG. [am not disposed, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to take up the time of the Senate on such a 
subject as this. I regret its introduction, because, 
in all disputed cases of this sort, particularly at 
this stage of the session, it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that they will receive that attention which 
they ought to receive before they pass; and I think 
itis especially objectionable that claims of this 
kind should be tacked on to the appropriation bills. 

Now, sir, itis very evident that the whole of 
this matter is a very complicated one. 


ment read by the Secretary, I think, must be ata 
loss to understand the meaning of it or its appli- 
cation. ‘There is not time, without consuming a 
great deal of the valuable time of the Senate, in 
discussing the merits of the thing at all; and Iam 
glad, therefore, that the Senator from Georgia has 
raised the point of order. To my mind, and I 
have had some connection with this case, itis per- 
fectly clear that that amendment does not come 
within the provisions of the treaty of 1842, or any 
other law, and therefore it seems to me that the 


| decision of the Chair, under the 30th rule of the 


Senate, is entirely correct on that point. The last 
part of that rule provides: 
** And no amendment shall be received whose object is 


| to provide for a private claim, unless it is to carry out the 
| provisions of an existing law or a treaty stipulation.”’ 


Now, that is the whole inquiry here: whether 
this amendment is to carry out the provisions of 
an existing law, or the provisions contained in 
some treaty made by this Government with some 
forcignGovernment. Now, whatisthisclaim for? 
It proposes to appropriate various sums to vari- 
ous individuals, the whole amounting to upwards 
of fifty-seven thousand dollars. How is it made 


-up? T have a portion of the papers here before 


me. We had the matter before us in the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and I have the reports also be- 
fore me made in the other branch of Congress by 
the committee there. Why, sir, $40,000 of it is for 
this stumpage, as it is leds damages sustained 
by these claimants upon the land, as they allege, 


| from about the year 1829 up to about the year 


1839. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is mistaken 
in that particular. There is only about twenty- 
three thousand dollars for timber. 

Mr. BRAGG. The Senator himself is mis- 
taken. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir.* The only dif- 


ference is this: one is for timber absolutely taken 





off the land which has no connection with the land, | 
| and the other is for land and timber; the land 


being estimated at two dollars an acre, and the 
timber at two dollars} 

Mr. BRAGG. I understand the Senator to ad- 
mit that there is $20,000 of a claim for timber. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Over twenty thousand 
dollars, certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. Twenty thousand dollars is as 
good as $40,000; but I tell the Senator again he is 
entirely mistaken. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not atall. The Senator 
is mistaken. 

Mr. BRAGG. Why, sir, of this Eaton grant 


which is mentioned here, itis represented by these 


ii 


parties, and they claim that the timber was cut off shall a pr 
I have the || paid; 4 wir rile is express, unless in one CO 


twenty-three thousand acres of land. 
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| these squatters, these possessory claimants,y 
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tee on Claims undertodk to allow one dollar 

acre for the timber. Then, sir, there were an 
thousand acres and upwards of land claimed },, 
eg ie Whose 
title it is sought now to extinguish. The origing) 
parties had a claim not only for the value of the 
land estimated at two dollars, but also for the 
value of the timber cut off the land, estimated », 
two dollars an acre, and allowed by the commit. 
tees who have reported on it, for the reason thas 
that land and the timber on it was more valya}), 
than other parts of the land—it being on the rive. 
and therefore accessible to the lumber-getters 
Hence it was, that, for these eight thousand acres 
and upwards, the committee allowed four dollars 
—two dollars for stumpage and two dollars for 
the value of the land originally as taken by thes 


| squatters. 





| for 
Every | 
member of the Senate who has heard the amend- | 





documents before me. Leannot be mistaken. Lam 4 
entirely familiar with this matter. The Commit- Hi not Ie: poet apes ae a srepriation bill, 


I know I am not mistaken. I say it with the 
utmost confidence, that, putting these amouniy 
together, it will amount to a little over forty thoy. 
sand dollars allowed for this stumpage; and they 
two dollars an ncre allowed for upwards of eight 
thousandacres—besides thatamountof land which 
it was said these equitable, possessory claimants 
had in possession—would make up the balane: 
of the $57,000 which is now claimed here. Thus, 
it will be seen that by far the larger portion of this 
claim does not come within the provisions of the 
treaty atall, assuming the other part to come within 
the provisions of the treaty, which I utterly deny; 

} do not think any of it is within the provis- 
ions of the treaty of 1842. One thing is very cer. 
tain, and it is generally conceded: that the latter 
part of the amendment does not come within the 
treaty of 1842.. I call the attention of the Senator 
from Maine to the fact that the amendment which 
is now proposed concedes—notwithstanding the 
chairman of the Committee on Claims, who said 
to the contrary—that this stumpd@e claim does 
not come within the provisions of the treaty of 
1842, commonly called the Ashburton treaty, or 
the treaty of Washington. Msays, however, that 
it arises out of certain arrangements made between 
this Government and the Government of Great 
Britain, by which the State of Maine ceasing to 
assert her claim to this disputed territory, these 
squatters went in and cut off the timber, avd 
thereby these parties were admitted. That isthe 
ground of the eles presented to this Government. 
The latter portion of the amendment, as it is of: 
fered, admits that thatisthe claim. These are the 
words of the amendment: 

**'That the payments herein provided shall be in full sat- 
isfaction for the timber taken from the said Eaton grant and 
Plymouth township, and lost to the proprietors in conse- 
quence of a diplomatic arrangement entered into in 12 
between the United States and Great Britain, suspending 
the jurisdiction of Maine in said territory.” 

So, then, that part of the claim does not rest 
upon the carrying out of any existing law or any 
treaty stipulation. There is no treaty at all. 
was a mere diplomatic arrangement by which 
these parties ceased to assert their claim; and tha’, 
in the- mean time, from 1832 up to 1839, when 
Maine did assert her claim, and went in witha 
military force, this damage was done. That is 
eae y a matter personal to these claimants. They 
1ad every opportunity, if they had the title, of 
suing those parties, and adjudicating them, and 
recovering damages; and that part of the claim, 
which is by far the larger portion of it, is simply 
for these damages, which it is asserted and alleged 
were done to the land between the years 1832and 
1839. Now, sir, that comes within no law—no 
treaty stipulation, It does not come within the 

rovisions of the treaty of 1842, as my friend 
[Mr. Iverson] says. It has nothing to do witht. 

But it is said there was some arrangement 
between the two Governments. What was thet 
arrangement? That neither party would take 
possession of this disputed territory untila trea’j 
could be made and the boundary line settled. 10 
the mean time, in spite of that agreement, squat- 
ters went in there, it is said; got upon the land; 
cut the timber off; and they ask the Government! 
to pay for it. Whether the Government ough ‘0 
do it or not, is another matter; but, that it 1s 
private claim, seems to me perfectly clear. Ther? 
is no provision of any treaty to pay for it. Ther 
is no stypulation in any treaty that that stumpaz? 

There is no law that it shall be 


wd that a claim of that kind sli! 


* 
obtain 
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I have demonstrated, without as- 
ring any vanity about this matter, that that 
Pez does not come within the rule—I mean the 
oe af 340 000 for the stumpage. If that be true 
seer friend from Maine admits that $20,000 
er it does not come within the treaty of 1842—it 
e > s to me that is enough for our purpose, not- 
Ww chstanding what my friend from Georgia (Mr. 
[verson] Says; because he insists that, ifany part 
of the claim 1s In the 
<j, order. Now, sir, the claim is a general 
ae you cannot separate it. Here are various 
cumsof money, running from $6,000 up to $15,009, 
proposed to be paid to certain parties; you can- 
iil settle the proportions; you know nothing 
rbout it; a part of it may be—for I am not dis- 
nosed to discuss that question—within the pro- 
visions of the treaty of 1842, although I do not 
believe it, and [ think I can show it; but more 
than two thirds of it are not within the provisions 
ofany treaty. How are we to distinguish? How 
‘» to settle what is in order, and what is not 


5s 


are we to os? : 
in order? How can you do it without a commit- 
toe? Why, sir, it would be vain for the Senate 


to undertake NoW, Upon an appropriation bill, to 


sever What is in order, if it be in order, from 


what is outof order, You cannot tell what it is, | 


You cannot tell any proportions that these par- 
ties are entitled to. You know nothing about it. 

But, sir, how have the parties to this transac- 
tion treated it? Here is the bill—the bill No. 191 
_— whieh was introduced during this session. The 


same amount, except, in comparing this amend- 
ment with it, I see a little variance of twenty 


lare 
dollars. 


claim: they referred itto the Committee on Claims; 
the Committee on Claims reported it; and it has 
passed the Senate without objection; and, there- 
fore, itis said it ought to be put now upon this 
appropriation bill. 
objection was made to it. Itdoes not follow that 
‘tought to have passed. We pass a great many 
things here without objection that we ought not to 
pass. Subsequent investigations have satisfied us 
frequently that we were inerror. The bill went 
to the House of Representatives. The matter 
was investigated there. There is an adverse re- 
port by a respectable minority from the commit- 


we. Four of the committee have reported ad- | 


versely to it. The whole thing has been sifted 
thoroughly; but 1 am not going into the merits 
of the clam now. lL only mention this to show 
how the parties themselvestreated it. They treated 
itas a private claim; the Senate treated it asa pri- 
vate claim; and it is now sought to put it on the 
appropriation bill. I think the whole thing out 
of order, 

As to the eight thousand acres which it is pro- 
posed to pay for here, I am not disposed to dis- 
cuss that question now, because I believe the 
question of order can be as well raised on the other 
branch of the question; that is, on the stumpage. 
If, however, the decision of the Chair should be 
overruled, I shall object to the claim on that score; 
for | think this is a matter between Maine and her 
citizens; the Government of the United States has 
nothing to do with it, and that part of this claim 
is within the fourth article of the treaty of 1842. 
I think it is all outside of it, and I think I shall 
be able to show it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I do not 
care enough about this matter, although it con- 
cerns persons some of whom are citizens of 
Maine, to desire, if I could in any case, that the 
Senate should act under any sort of misappre- 
hension with regard to the facts upon this ques- 
tion of order, for I believe the rule to be a ver 
valuable one, and it is as well itshould be asm 
This amendment presents a new case entirely 
under the rule. The rule is very clear that where 
® bill is to carry out treaty stipulations, it may 
be moved. Well, sir, the matter has been in- 
vestigated by the Committee on Claims of the 

enate, three several sessions. ‘There have been 


three reports from the Committee on Claims, all 
° _— 1, | suppose, were unanimous, although 
1e Se 


nator from North Carolina now thinks he 
's Opposed to the claim; that he has got some new 
ight upon the subject. All the reports of the 
committee to the Senate were unanimous, in 
which they brought a large portion of this claim, 


There is a variation from the bill of | 
twenty dollars in the amendment; but the same | 
parties are mentioned, They treat it as a private | 





Well, sir, L concede that no || 
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| 


in order, therefore the whole of it | 





very much the largest portion of it, strictly under 
the treaty stipulations. The committee have re- 


ported it as due to those persons under these stip- 


ulations of the treaty, and with a view to carry | 


out these stipulations. 
enough to the Senator from North Carolina on 
that point. I take it for granted, with all the re- 
spect which I entertain for his opinions, we must 
take the report of a standing committee, made 
unanimously, that it does come within the treaty 


| Stipulation, in settling a question of order, in op- 


position to the opinion of the honorable Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, however respectable it 
may be. 

Mr. BRAGG. The Senator will allow me to 


say a word. I do notunderstand that this amend- | 


| ment comes unanimously from the Committee on 


Claims. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
Mr. BRAGG. 


I understood it so. 


1 am one of that committee; | 


I suppose that is answer | 


but was not present when they acted on it. My | 


friend ov my left, [Mr. Matvory,] also a mem- 


| ber of that committee, knows nothing about it. 


Mr. LVERSON. Lam very much surprised at 
the statement of the Senator from North Carolina 


| that he knew nothing of this subject. Why, sir, | 
the question was discussed at several sessions of | 
the committee, and he had the pamphlet report | 


| rather an informal manner, I admit. 





of the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. BRAGG. The Senator does not under- 
stand me, evidently. If he understands the Sen- 


||} ator from Maine, he does not understand me. 
same provisions are here substantially; the very |) 


The Senator from Maine stated that he understood 
this amendment was ofivred as coming unani- 
mously from the committee. I have stated that 
| knew nothing about it. I was attending another 
committee, which met on the same day—the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. IVERSON. Lhope the Senator from Maine 
will allow me to make an explanation. I entirely 
misunderstood the Senator from North Carolina 
L understood him to say that he knew nothing 
about the claim. ‘The claim was discussed in 


committ@ when we reported the private bill; but | 
this amendment comes from the committee in | 


The com- 
mittee did not act upon itincommittee. The Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, who had charge of it all 
the session, went around and consulted, as I un- 
derstood, the members of the committee; and I 
yielded my consent to let it be brought up on this 
bill. 


Mr. BRAGG. When I was consulted I ob- 


jected to it. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I am speaking of the 
nature of the claim, not of this particular aspect 
which itassumes under this proposed amendment 
I say the claim has been investigated by three 
several committees of the Senate, and has had 
three several unanimous reports; and when I say 


| unanimous, | mean no member of any committee 
| entering a dissent to the report made; and the | 
| committtee is in all cases of opinion that a large 


portion of it does come strictly within the treaty 
stipulations, and is designed to carry out those 
stipulations. Now, lt repeat what | said before, 
that the Senate, in settling this question of order, 
must take the fact to be so in regard toa large por- 


tion of it, in opposition to the opinion of the honor- | 


able Senator from North Carolina, however re- 
spectable that opinion may be. While I say this, 
I say as distinctly that there is a portion of it, 
about a third, which does not come, and is not 
pretended to come, within the treaty. Itis all put 
together in one claim and one report. What that 
is, itis not necessary to say. I only say about it 
that there has never been any dispute about the 


propriety of it; and I understand even one or two | 


of the House committee agreed, so faras the tim- 
ber was concerned, that there was no reasonable 
ground of objection to paying for it; but that is 
aclaim arising under an arrangement made be- 


tween this Government and the British Govern- | 


ment and the State of Maine prior to the treaty, 
resulting from acts of theirs prior to the treaty; 
and therefore, although that is connected with the 
thing entirely, and is a part of it, yet it does not 
come strictly within the treaty. 


Then the question of order presents itself to the | 


Senate precisely in this wise, and every Senator 
must judge for himself about it: a large portion 
of the ciaim comes strictly within the rules; some- 
thing like, but not quite, two thirds of it. An- 
other portion of the claim, about twenty thousand 
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dollars or a little over, does not come within the 
rule; but it is all part of the same bill, and has 
been —— to the Senate and acted upon as 
such. Now, the question is, a large proportion 
coming within the rule and a smaller proportion 
not coming within the rule, whether the whole is 
in or the whole is out. There is the simple ques- 


| tion of order ag to the Senate. 


| reference to this amendment. 








Mr. SIMMONS. I have but a word to say in 
The Senator from 
North Carolina misunderstood the Senator from 
Maine when the Senator from Maine spoke of the 
report of the committee being made at three sev- 
eral sessions. The Senator from Maine was re- 
ferring to the former reports of the committee. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I explained all that. I 


| am speaking of the fact, with regard to this 


var- 
ticular claim, that has been three times decided, 
that it was a large portion of it in order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Now, in regard to the amend- 
ment itself, 1 will not refer to that portion of it, 
some thirty-three thousand dollars, which the 
Senator from North Carolina agrees is embraced, 
and comes strictly within the fourth article of the 
treaty of Washington. That heagreesto. That 
is a large proportion of the claim. With respect 
to the other portion of this wood, I will say what 
the bill said, and what the committee were unani- 
mous in saying, the Senator included. We 
thought there was a little difference of about a 
thousand acres in this great tract of land; but I 
recollect distinctly that the two Governments un- 
dertook to deal liberally with the settlers, and 
therefore did not say anything about that dis- 
crepancy in the number of acres. But here is 
what the amendment says in relation to that por- 
tion of it which the Senator contends is not em- 
braced within the rule as coming under a treaty 
stipulation. If it is to carry out the stipulations 
of a treaty, he admits that the objection of its be- 
ing out of order does notapply. The last portion 
is in these words: 

“That was lost to the pm po in consequence of the 
diplomatic arrangements made by the United States and 
Great Britain in 1832.” 

Itis to pay for what was done under a diplo- 
matic arrangement; and if that is not embraced 


| within the terms of the treaty, | do not know 
| what is. The whole amendment is to provide for 


quieting titles and difficulties that have grown out 
of these diplomatic arrangements; and is all, there- 
fore, strictly within the rules, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope we shall take the vote 
on this amendment without much further discus- 
sion. I think the honorable Senator from Maine 


|| has stated this question very fairly and very 


frankly. A partof this amendment, about twenty- 
three or twenty-six thousand dollars, according 
to the report of the House 

Mr. SIMMONS. Thirty-three thousand dol- 
lars. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Twenty-six thousand four 
hundred and odd dollars, | say, according to the 
authority which | have here—it may be imaccu- 
rate, but it is the authority of the committee of 
the House, whose report is before me—is for the 
stumpage, which, they say, had nothing to do 
with these possessory claims. Of course, | have 
nothad an opportunity ofexamining it further than 
looking at the reports of the committees charged 
with it. That amount is not within it; but yet, 
it seems, all the money may be paid for the tim- 
ber under the amendment. The proviso is for 
paying them for the land and timber, and they 
may use this money entirely for paying for that 
portion of the claim, according to the proviso. 

Here a rule arises on this subject; and I desire 
the decision of the Senate in reference to it, made 
on principle, and not on the case. That is the 
safest and best way for everybody. Of course, | 
can have no interest in this subject of any sort. 
I will state fairly that a part of it may be under 
the treaty; but a part certainly is not. I know it 
is the rule in courts that where jurisdiction attaches 
to a part, it attaches to the ohn: I do not think 
that 1s any rule in the Senate. I think, a portion 
of the amendment being clearly and admittedly 
out of order, that that which is in order will not 
carry that which is out of order. I know of no 
principle on which you could do it, even grant- 
ing that the position stated by the Senator from 
Maine is a correct one. There are other reasons 
of convenience for this body, and there are strong 
persuasive argumentsagainstit. The committee 
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have had the subject under consideration; we have 
passed the bill; sent it to the House; and it is 
there under their consideration; they can act upon 
it. We commenced yesterday morning, and sat, 
I believe, eight hours and upwards on this bill; 
and it does seem to me that it is now becoming 
utterly impossible in this body to get along with 
the appropriation bills at all. The other House, 
under their rules, can get through with the bills, 
and can dispose of them; but in order to get along, 
we must be compelled to cut off these things. 


This body will be compelled to adopt the pre- | 


vious question or something else, or the Senate 
will become a body totally incapable of doing the 
public business, If these rules are not stricdly 
adhered to by the Senate, it will be utterly impos- 
sible to carry out the public businessatall. There 
is no reason—this question having been consid- 
ered by our committee, and gone to the other 
House in a bill—that we should be crowding it 
upon this miscellaneous appropriation bill. We 
started with $4,500,000; and 1 think, up to this 
ponte we have got it to $6,000,000. Everybody 
»rings his Will here in the appropriation bill, to 
be ground out, under some pretext or other. 
We know the facility with which these pocket 
estimates are obtained trom the Departments, and 
these pocket reports from commitees; for this is 
one of them, and admitted to be one of them. It 
is notaquestion on which the judgmentof the com- 
mittee was had in its own session, as to whether 
it should be put upon this bill; but itis what I 
properly called it, a pocket recommendation to 
put iton the bill. 1 think the Senate ought to put 
its hand on it and enable us to dispose of the ap- 
propriation bills, which are necessary to carry on 
the Government of this country. If these things 
are in order,and we cannotstop them in the Sen- 


ate by next Monday, we might as well stay here | 


until the first Monday of December, and ‘begin 
afresh. You are paid until next March. But 
as for puttmg them on this bill on any idea that 
they cannototherwise geuthrough, is passing good 
and bad measures in sth a way that there can 
be no legitimate nor just judgment of the Senate, 
nor of the House, nor of the President, in regard 
tothem. In case there are differences of opinion 
between the two Houses, and great disputes, we 
are obliged to put them on to some extent, | ad- 
mit; but the rule ouglit to becurtailed,and brought 
within its narrowest limits. Ido urge upon the 
Senate not to overrule the point of order, espe- 
cially as this claim has had its day in court and 
the fair consideration of the body, and give it an- 
other direction. Because it may have met with 
breakers in the other House, is no reason why 
we should be continued day after day in order to 
et itthrough on the general appropriation bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not wish to continue 
this debate, and would not have risen, but to cor- 
rect a mistake which the Senator from Georgia 
has made. He says that the claim covered by 
the last poruion of the amendment, which I was 


undertaking toshow was upon diplomaticarrange- | 
ments as much asthe other, was not inthe treaty | 
of Washington, and that under the amendment | 


all the money appropriated by it might be devoted 
to the payment of that class. The Senator is mis- 
taken. 


land. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will state to the Senator that 
I did not answer him. I argued the question as 
stated by my friend from Maine. 1 said nothing 
about his argument. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I supposed you did. I drew | 


up this amendment, and do not admit that any 
part of it is not within the rules. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Nor did I say you did. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator says this is a 
pocket amendment. I understand the use of epi- 
thets when men are out of arguments. They are 
generally used to supply the wantof them. This 
amendment precisely was offered last year from 
the Committee on Ciaims, on the appropriation 
bill to carry out the same treaty, and this year it 
was presented in committee, and so far as itcame 
into my pocket, | was requested to take the amend- 
ment and compare it with the bill, and see if the 
figures were right. 1 did so, and carried it to the 
chairman to offer it; but be had fared pretty hard 
in regard to another amendment paying interest 
to the States, and he su 
offer it. That is the way it came into my pocket. 


The other portion is for timber they | 
cut off, and this is to pay for the timber on the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








But, as I said before, it is perfectly clear that 

| $30,000 out of this amount of $57,000 is for land 

| strictly within the treaty of Washington, and that 

| the other pottion is to carry out an arrangement 

| made in 1832, by which this sum of $23,000 was 
lost; so that both are within the treaty stipula- 

' tions and diplomatic arrangements, and strictly 
under the rule of order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the | 


judgment of the Senate? on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 


| The question being taken by a and nays, | 
l | 


| resulted—yeas 26, nays 19; as follows: 


j 


| ence, have been unable to agree. 


| 


j 
j 
| 


' 


YEAS—Messers. Bigler, Bragg, Brown, Clingman, Crit- | 


tenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Hunter, 
| Johnson of Arkansas. Jobnsou of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Riec, Saulsbury, Slideitl, Thomson, Toombs, and Wigfall— 


25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Lurkee, Pessenden,Grimes, Hamlin, Uar- 
lan, Iverson, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—19. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained; and | 


the amendment ruled out of order. 
PROPOSED DAILY RECESS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. With the assent of the Sen- 


ator from Georgia, | wish to postpone the consid- 
eration of this bill fora moment or two, to propose 
that, during the remainder of the session, the Sen- 
ate take a recess from half past four to half past 
six each day. Lam perfectly satisfied that this 
will not only be more agreeable to Senators, but 


, and I have his letter before me. 


| will facilitate the dispateh of the public business. || 


Mr. COLLAMER. Say from four to half past 
six o’clock. We shall then have a reasonable 
time to get back from our dinners, 

|| Mr. SLIDELL. 1 think two hours will be 

| enough. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 

| unanimous consent to consider the proposition. 

| Mr. DAVIS. I must object; because I never 
knew a recess productive of any good. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. I make the motion fow; and 

| give notice that IT shall call it up to-morrow. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

| will be entered, which will make its consideration 

| in order to-morrow. 


| Mr. SLIDELL. 


I give notice that, to-day at 


The motion || spurs of mountains, where astronomical observa- 
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June 12 


30th of June, 1860, having met, after full and free ttle 


R. M. T. HUNTE 

H.M.RICE, 

J. COLLAMER, 
Managers on the part of the 


GALUSHA A. Gkow 
JOHN H. REAGAN. ’ 
E. B. WASHBURNE 
Managers on the part of the House of Representation 
A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced tha: the 
House recedes from its disagreement to the amen. 
ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 509 
making further appropriations for the service uf 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal yea 
ending the 30th of June, 1860, and agree tw the 
same with an amendment, in which the concys. 
rence of the Senate was requested. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the House ameng. 
ment was ordered to be printed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re. 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. No, 


| 501) making appropriations for sundry civil ey. 


penses of Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1861. 
Mr. GREEN. The Committee on Territories 
instruct me to offer the following amendment: 
For the survey of the eastern boundary of California, jy 


| pursuance of a law passed during the present session of 


Congress for that purpose, $55,000. 

It is estimated by the Secretary of the Interior, 
do not suppose, 
however, it is necessary to read it. We have al- 
ready passed a law at this session ordering the 


t) 


|| survey of the boundary line between the State of 





four o’clock, i shall move to take a recess for this || 


| day until six o’clock. That will be in order. 


1 IIOMESTEAD BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
| House further insists upon its amendment to the 
| bill (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to actual 
| settlers on the public domain and for other pur- 
|| poses, disagreed to by the Senate, asks a further 
| conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
|| Houses thereon, and has appointed Mr. Scnvy- 
|| ver Coxrax of Indiana, Mr. Janez L. M. Curry 
|, of Alabama, and Mr. Cyrus Avpricu of Minne- 
|| sota, managers at the same on the part of the 
|| House. 

The\Senate proceaded to consider the amend- 
|| ment ofthe House of Representatives to the bill 
|, (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to actual set- 
| Hers on the public domain and for other purposes; 
|| and, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Senate further insist on its disagree- 
|, ment to the amendment of the House ef Representatives 
|| to the said bill; and agree to the further conterence asked 


| by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
|| thereon. 


j 
it 


(| On motion of Mr; JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
| the President pro tempore was authorized to ap- 
|| point the committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate; and Mr. Jounson of Tennessee, Mr. 
Doouitrie, and Mr. Brown, were appointed. 


POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


| Mr. HUNTER, from the committee of confer- 

ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

| on the amendments to the bill of the House of 

| Representatives (No. 503) making further appro- 

priations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 

'ment during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
| June, 1860, submitted the following report: 


|| The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
| 





503) making further appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year cnding the 


i tt " . . i. 
sated shoot B had. notter the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No 


| 
| 


i! 
i} 








California and the Territory of Utah, and this is 
merely an appropriation to provide for carrying 
that survey into effect. 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to know whyit 
is necessary to appropriate so large a sum. — 


Mr. GREEN. | will answer the Senator. The 


|, whole question was submitted to competent of- 
| ficers, and they examined the subject. The dis- 


tance is six hundred and ten miles. It is across 
tions have to be made, perhaps, every half mile, 
or you cannot run the line. The Secretary of the 
Interior sent this estimate here. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Perhaps the Secretary’s letter 
had better be read, to save answering questions, 
The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


June 11, 1860. 
Sir: I have the honor tosubinit herewith, for the inform. 


ation of your committee, a letter of the Commissioner of 


the General Land Otfice, June 9, with inclosures, relative 
to the survey of the eastern boundary of California. It will 
be perceived that the Conmissioner estimates the entire 
cost of this survey at $55,000. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
a. Chairman of Committee on Territories, United States 
enate. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GREEN. I am also instructed by the 
same committee to offer the following amendment: 

For the survey of tho forty-sixth parallel of north lati- 
tude, so far as it constitutes a common boundary between 
the State of Oregon and Territory of Washington, $45,000. 

Thatis estimated foralso. The Columbia river 
is the boundary between Oregon and Washington, 
except when it gets up to a certain point, where 
there is an elbow. The line then runs upon the 
forty-sixti parallel through a fine spon which 
is being settled up very rapidly. It is only ninety 
miles across, and the surveyor general says It 
will cost fifty dollars a mile. Forty-five thousand 
dollars will be the expense; and there will be no 
conflict of jurisdiction between Oregon and Wash- 
ington, if it passes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GREEN. I propose the following amend- 


ment also: 


For the purpose of paying existing liabilities, and to fin- 
ish the maps and calculations of the survey of the Atrato 
route of the interoceanic canal, $6,500. 


Mr. TOOMBS. ] object to that. 

Mr. GREEN. I appeal to the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, if this is not cor 
rect? Congress heretofore appropriated $25,000 
That amount has been expended; but, in finish- 
ing the work, it took $6,500 more than is appro 
priated, and this is a simple proposition to pay 
that. The work is all done. The reports are 
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iL Congress. ‘l'wo commissioners 
called ete Lieutenant Craven of the Navy, 
I Lieutenant Michler of the Army. They made 
sheir reports, which have been called for and or- 
dered to be printed. There is this deficiency in 
finishing up the work. Twenty-five thousand 
dollars have been expended in the expedition and 
making the survey, together with making outa 
art of the report. Now, this is simply to close 
tout. The colonel of engineers, Colonel Abert, 
made his report to the Secretary of War, and I 
am inclined to think the Secretary recommends 
its payment also; but I am not positive about 
that. 1 do know, however, that Colonel Abert 

Mr. TOOMBS. A recommendation from a 
subaltern in the engineer department is not such 


an estimate as to bring the case within the rule. | 
The uncertainty of the gentleman is the whole | 
It is important to show the es- | 


point in dispute. , 
timate. I have no doubt you might get estimates 
from the topographical engineers for anything you 
want. I make the point of order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


rule. 
some of the Departments. ”’ 

Mr. DAVIS. The estimate of the bureau is 

‘ T 
recommended by the Secretary of War. I find 
in Lieutenant Michler’s report a statement of the 
amount, as stated in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, $6,500. He says: ‘thissum, 
$6,500, will enable me to pay all deficiencies for 
salaries, besides furnishing the means to complete 
the maps.”” Here is an extract from Colonel 
Abert’s report, to which the Senator from Mis- 
souri has called my attention: 

“] would respectfully invite your attention to the report 
of Lieutenant Michler, who, under assignment of the War 
Department, Was engaged upon the survey of an inter- 
oceanic ship canal near the [sthmus of Darien, via the At- 
rato and Truando rivers. Since his return from the scene 
of his field operations, considerable progress has been made 
in the reduction of observations, and preparing the maps, 
untilthe wantof means compelled him to suspend progress 
and discharge the computers and draughtsmen. 


“ The valuable information procured by Lieutenant Mich- | 


ler should not be Jeft in its unfinished condition in the 
archives of the bureau; but such will be the case unless 
Congress will grant the aid of a small appropriation, for 
which Lieutenant Michler presents an estimate of $6,500, 
which includes the amount already due his assistants and 
that required to complete the report and maps, which may 
be laid before Congress at an early day. 

“The estimate is approved by the bureau, and your rec- 
ommendation to Congress for the passage of the appropri- 
ation i$ respectfully urged.”? 


My recollection is, that the Secretary recom- 


mends it; but 1 cannot lay my hand on his recom- | 


mendation now. 
Mr. GREEN. 


it, | shall not consume time at present; but I 


notify the Senate that I shall get the recommend- | 
ation of the Secretary of War; for I know it is | 


right and proper, and [ will renew the amendment 
at another period. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment, then, is withdrawn for the present. 

Mr. GREEN. I ask leave to offer now an 


amendment which makes no appropriation, but it | 


is general legislation. 
very bad polic 
the appropriation bills. There is, however, an 
urgency and necessity in this case, which I hope 


I know it is, ordinarily, 


! ° ° . ' 
will induce the Senate to permit me to offer it, and 


have the vote upon it. The amendment is: 

“ind be it further enacted, That, until otherwise ordered 
by Congress, the rules and regulations in relation to the 
location and right to work mining claims in Utah Territory, 
adopted by the miners in the several localities of the said 
Territory, shall have the foree cf law: Provided, That 


nothing in this section shall be construed so as to impair 
Vested rights. 


Mr. TOOMBS. That is a most extraordinary 
Provision. It is not only a general provision 
making laws, but we are called upon to pass a 
whole body of laws without knowing one single 


particle of what they are. Whatever these people | 


may adopt We are to sanction, without knowing 
what itis. Congress has no right to say that 
whatever regulations a parcel of people who have 
squatted over there on these mining regions 
choose to make shall be the laws of that land or 
any other, It is a delegation of authority which 
we ought not to confer. So large a question as 
this at least deserves the consideration of the 
Judiciary Committee of this body. I do not think 
118 In order on this bill. 


An estimate 
by the head of a bureau does not come within the | 
The language of the rule is, ‘* the head of | 


If there be any question about | 


to propose general legislation in | 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i) 


—eqcte ccc AE OT 


| 


_ ator from Georgia is 


/ mining laws, mining 


Mr. GREEN. Itdoes not propose any appro- 


priation atall. AsI before remarked, the policy | 
of legislation in appropriation bills is oe 
l 


bad, but there is an urgency for this, which I wi 
proceed to explain. 

Mr, CRITTENDEN. I make the point of 
order, and let that be decided first. 
point that it is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
appropriation contagne 
Chair understands it; and therefore it is not ex- 


| cluded by the rule. 


Mr. GREEN. 


necessary. 


There is a reason why this is 
It is not to authorize them to go on 


There is no | 
in the amendment, as the | 


I make the |! 


with any future legislation or future rules which | 
would have the force and effect of law; the Sen- | 


design is to legalize existing rules. They are 
understandings, by which 
they cut off from ten 


their richness, and are working them. 


mistaken in that; but the | 


the question of the title of the United States is | 


concerned, [ have nota word to say; but 1 ven- 
ture the assertion that in California and Pike’s 
Peak, and every other mineral region, even at 
Dubuque, in the lead region, you never were able 
to drive miners off the public lands; and when 


| you passed your lead laws, assessing a certain tax 
| on those who raised the mineral, you never got 


enough to pay expenses of the superintendent. 
You cannot drive them off. They are there; they 


_ had better be regulated by some rule and s6Ome 


system, than to be put at loggerheads to cut each 
others’ throats. The question is, whether the 
equitable rules which have been adopted in Cali- 
fornia, and readopted in Carson Valley at the 
Washoe mines, and others stretching up along the 
base of Sierra Nevada, had not better havea legal 
form than leave them there to fight it out with 
bowie-knives and pistols. That is all. If it be 
the determination of the Senate to take no action, 
and leave the strong to prevail over the weak, the 


| powerful man to take away the mine of the weak 
| there, doso. I propose to put it upon an equita- 
able basis, and that.the little weak man may be | 
| protected in his rights as much as the strong and 


| It is a private claim. 


powerful man and the bully. If, however, the 


Senate thinks it wrong, I shall not urge it for the | 
| consumption of time. 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. POLK. I am instructed by the Committee 
on Private Land Claims to offer the following 
amendment: 


For extra compensation to Peter Della Torre, for de- 
fending in behalf of the United States certain land claims 
in California, $25,000. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I raise a point of order on that. | 


ing law or treaty stipulation, | suppose, or it would 
not be here. 
Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senate what the 


legislation on the subject is, and then the Chair 


| can decide the question of order. 


In June, 1858, 
there was an appropriation in one of the appro- 
priatipn bills for legal assistance to the district 
attorney in California and other extraordinary 
expenses, $12,000, and for expenses of special 


counsel, $40,000; and afterwards, in March, 1859, || 


there was an appropriation of nearly the same 
amount for the same purpose. The question is, 


| whether that is such legislation as is necessary 


to be carried out by this appropriation ? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has 


It is to carry out no exist- | 


to forty feet, dependent on | 
So faras | 


AO 


Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know whether 
this further sum is in pursuance of the contract. 
If this $45,000 is in pursuance of a contract en- 
tered into under an existing law, it is within the 
rule; but if not, it is without the rule. As to the 





comer I should like to know what law there 


is for it. Lraise the point of order until these 
facts be shown. 
Mr. GREEN. I ask to have the rule read. 
The Secretary read the 30th rule, as follows: 


** 30. Noamendment proposing additional appropriations 
shall be received to any general appropriation bill, untess 
it be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, 
or some act or resolution previously passed by the Senate 
during that session, or moved by direction uf a standing or 
select committee of the Senate, or in pursuance of an esti 
mate from the head of some ofthe Departments ; and no 
amendment shall be received whose object is to provide 
tor a private claim, unless it be to carry out the provisions 


of an existing law, or a treaty stipulation.”’ 


| order. 


Mr.GREEN. On two points this is clearly in 
First, partial appropriations have been 


made and the money has been expended and the 


buildings partly finished. The land has been 
purchased, the title examined, and all preliminary 


\| on taken to see that the United States was not 
| to 
| of law. 


ye cheated. This, therefore, is in furtherance 
But Ido not choose to rest upon that; it 
is recommended by a standing committee of the 
Senate. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


I ask if the question of add- 


| ing it to this bill has been before the committee ? 


Mr. GREEN. The proposition has been be- 
fore the committee, and recommended. 


Mr. TOOMBS. As an amendment to this 


| bill? 


Mr. GREEN. 
particular bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I thought so; for I saw that 
the gentleman picked-up a bill here and offered 
it as an amendment. . 

Mr. GREEN. It was unanimously taken up 
by the committee and recommended, and agreed 
to be voted upon an appropriation bill; and this 
is the appropriate bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I want to know whether the 
committee directed it to be offered to this bill. 

Mr. GREEN. The particular bill was not 
specified; but this is the bill to which it properly 
belongs. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If the committees will incum- 
ber the business of the Senate in this way, they 
can do so, no doubt; and therefore I do not make 
a point of order. If the committees have no 
more consideration for the public business than 
to@e thrusting these measures upon the appro- 
priation bills in the last days of the session, I 
suppose we must submit. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Chair understand the Senator from Missouri to 
state that these amounts were estimated for by 


No; not in reference to this 


| the head of any of the Departments? 


| 
| 
| 


no doubt that this, in the language of the rule, | 


a private claim, and therefore excluded. 

Mr. GREEN. Lhave a little amendment to 
offer from the Committee on Territories: 

For completing a capitol in Washington Territory $45,000. 

For completing a penitentiary in Washington Territory, 
$15,000: Provided, That no part of the several sums here- 
by appropriated, nor any of the unexpended sums heretofore 


appropriated, for the erection of public buildings in said | 


‘Territory, shall be expended until some person or persons 
will contract to complete the said several buildings for the 
sums hereby appropriated, together with the unexpended 


| sums heretofore appropriated, and shall file with the Gov- | 
ernor of said Territory a bond with good security to that | 


effect, and approved by said Governor. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
buildings are authorized by law? 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Is there a contract for their 
completion ? 

Mr.GREEN. There is a contract for the cap- 
itol building, and $30,000 has been expended. It 
is now in an incomplete state. 


} 


I ask whether or not these | 


| 





| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. GREEN. No; I say the amendment is 
recommended by a standing committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Commit- 
tee on Territories? 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir; and Iam told also, 
but that | have not before me, that the Depart- 
ment have estimated a still higher suam—$75,000 
for the capitol building, and some $40,000 for the 
penitentiary—but, on examination in the com- 
mittee, we thought we could get along with this 
sum and finish it, because a ‘Territory does not 
want the fine, large buildings of a State. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 


| ment having been recommended by one of the 


} 


| opinion that it is in order. 


standing committees of the body, the Chair is of 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
existing law? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is wn- 
necessary, as the Chair understands the rule. 
The standing committees of the body may take 
the responsibility of recommending an appropri- 
ation. That has been the uniform practice since 


Is it to carry out some 


| the adoption of the rule. 


Mr. POLK. 


act] 


I should like to understand ex- 
what the amendment is. 
r. TOOMBS. It is $45,000 to complete a 
capitol for Washington Territory, and $15,000 
for a penitentiary. (It has been argued for some 
time. 
Mr. GRIMES. How much has already been 
appropriated for this purpose? 
r. TOOMBS. Thirty thousand dollars for 





i er anne ints 





2864 
the capitol, and nothing for the peruentiary, as | | 
understand, 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. LANE. | am directed by the Committee 
on Public Lands to offer an amendment in line two 
hundred and forty-four after the word ‘** work,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘twenty ’’ and insert ‘*fifty;’’ so 
that the clause will read: 


For surveying the public lands and private land claims 
in California, to be disbursed at the rates preseribed by law 
for the different kinds of work, $50,000. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 should like to know the 
meaning of that. 

Mr. LANE. Itcomes from the Committee on 
Public Lands, based upon a recommendation of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Interior. [t is ne- 
eessary for surveying the public lands in the State 

- ‘ t , . } 
of California, and is, in my judgment, as small an 
amount as the Department can properly get along 
with. The committee was not full this morning; 
but every member who was present, was in favor 
of adopting the estimate of the Department for 
the survey of the publie lands in California. | 
believe the amendment is right, and [ trust it will 
prevail. 

Mr. LATHAM. When the orieinal estimate 
of $30,000 was made for the survey of the public 
lands in California, there were a large number of 
private lana cases pending before the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Just prior to the last 
adjournment of the Supreme Court these cases 
were decided, and hence the absolute necessity of 
increasing the apy riation forthe survey of the 
vuublic lands and lands covered by these grants. 
I'wenty thousand dollars is not sufficient for the 
purpose of continuing the surveys contemplated 
by the Secretary of the Interior, and certainly not 
for the large amount of lands thrown into the area 
of the public domain there by the rejection of so 
many of the land claims. If the Senator from 
Oregon will send up the letter of the Commissioner 
of the Land Office, it can be read, so that the Sen- 
ate may be in fall possession of the facts. 

Mr. LANE. I will do so. | 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

Generat Lanp Orrice, June 9, 1860. 

Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the communi- 
eation of the 4th instant, from Senator R. W. Jounson, 
chairman Committee Public Lands, United States Senate, || 
with the accompanying resolutions of the Legislature of 
California, complaining of the ** meager appropriations of | 
the present year, and an anticipated diminution of the same 
for the coming year,’ and representing that the *‘citizens” 
of that State * are, and will be, suffering under great in- | 

justice and wrong from the United States.” With great 
deference to the views expressed, it is respectfully @g- 
gested that the past appropriations for surveys appear to 
have been given in no iiliberal spirit, and, besides, the priv- | 
ileges of the preéimption jaws are opened broadcast over the 
surveyed public lands of that State, and a bill has been rec- 
ommended to reach the unsurveyed lands. Yet the im- 
portance, suggested in the resolutions, of separating the pri- 
vate claims trom the public lands is by no means overrated, 
and is felt and appreciated as a public necessity and act of | 
justice to all concerned. | 

Our existing estimates look to the fands of the present 
year to be devoted mainly to this purpose. Since those 
estimates, however, were made, what are Known as the 
“ Sutter titles,’ covering a large extent of country, lave 
been judicially rejected, and the lands have passed into the 
mass of the public domain. 

Upon these titles, undoubtedly, extensive improvements | 
and important individual! interests exist, dnd we have rec- | 
ommended a bill to give the original holders, and their | 
vendees, preémptions not exceeding a section to each, ac- 
cording to legal subdivisions, and to embrace actual set- 
tlements and improvements. Although there is no obliga- 
tion upon the conscience of this Government under treaty 
to recognize these Sutter titles, yet it is the policy of our 
institutions to deal with them as actual settlers in a lib- 
eral spirit; and to wind up this business, and see itthrough 
with a beneficent purpose, it is suggested that an increase, | 
say of $20,000, be appropriated to mect this case, making | 
in all, with the amount already estimated for the State, 
$50,000, and this I recommend. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH 8. WILSON, Commissioner. 


Hon. Jacon Tnompson, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. TOOMBS. So far as that recommendation || 
goes, it seems to be rather a lecture to Congress || 
as to the proper policy to be pursued in reference | 
to settlers on the public domain—a subject which | 
we have had a great deal under our consideration, | 
and which, I think, might as well have been left 
out of the letter. The original estimate for these 
surveys in California was ,000. The House 
of Representatives cut it down to $20,000, and | 
for very good reasons,| think. A few poeene 
the expense of surveys there ran some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars over the appropriations, 
and we have been two years paying off money 


on the lands before they are laid off in subdivis- 


| are now in cultivation, and it is necessary to in- 
| crease this appropriation in order to survey those 


| to California. 





expended there without the slightest authority of | 
law. I think for two years we have been appro- 
priating for that purpose, and now we are called 
upon to carry this appropriation to $50,000. We 
have never sold a single acre of land in California, 
from the time we owned the country, from the | 
treaty of Hidalgo Guadalupe, to this hour. For 
twelve years we have been spending hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to survey and open land 
there, and we have never yetyput the first acre in 
market or received the first dime for it. [ think 
it is Lime to quit surveying until we reecive some- 
thing to pay our expenses there. So far from in- 
creasing the appropriation, the committee thought 
the House acted judiciously in cutting it down | 
from $30,000 to $20,000; and for that reason we 
allowed the House appropriation to stand as it | 
was. 

Mr.GWIN. The Senator is mistaken. There 
is a great deal of land offered at publicsale there, 
and large amounts of it sold and the money paid 
into the Treasury. ‘ 

Mr. TOOMBS. When? I never heard of it. | 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator bas not examined 
the reports. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Never one dollar has come | 
into the Treasury from these lands, that | know 
of. They may have put up some there recently. | 

Mr. GWIN. They have paid thousands and 
tens of thousands of dollars into the Treasury. 
A gvod deal of it was paid in Jand warrants, and 
sonre in money, Which js in the Treasury. Lands 
have been surveyed heretofore in that portion of 
the State that has not been settled, owing to dis- 
putes about private land claims. Most of them 
have now been disposed of by the decisions of 
the courts. 

Mr. LATHAM. If my colleague will allow 
me, I wish to state that there is a large amount 
of public lands there which the Department of the 
Interior will not order into market. 

Mr. GWIN. This appropriation of $50,000 is 
to survey lands where these claims have been 
heretofore in ligation, and have now been finally 
decided—the most populous portion of the State, 
and the most valuable lands in the State—in order 
to bring them into immediate market, and prevent 
those collisions that may result from settlements | 


ions. These lands have been finally declared to | 
be public lands by the decisions of the Supreme | 
Court of the United States. They are the most 
valuable lands in the State; large portions of them 





lands, and not confine the surveys entirely to un- 
inhabited lands, but extend to those in the midst 
of a dense population, ia order that they may per- 
fect their tides under the preémption law. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes ten, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. LANE. I have two other amendments 
from the Committee on Public Lands. The first 
is in line two hundred and fifty-six, to strike out 
‘* fifteen,’’ and insert ‘* twenty-five;”’ so as fo in- 
crease the appropriation for surveying the public 
lands in Oregon trom $15,000 to $25,000. 

Mr. HARLAN. These amendments ought 
clearly to pass, unless you suspend the surveys 
entirely. Fifteen thousand dollars will not surve 
in Oregon more than ten townships of land. R 
part of this $15,000 must necessarily be consumed 
in paying the surveyor general and the incidental’ 

penses of his office. If it is the intention of 
the Senate to suspend the surveys entirely, and 
abolish the office, then let the appropriation of 
$15,000 stand; butif itis the purpose of Congress 
to prosecute those surveys, the amount ought to 
be increased to $25,000. So I might state in re- 
lation to the proposed amendment in reference 
We ought either to abolish the 
offices, and suspend the surveys entirely, or to 
appropriate enough money to do some effective 
work, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The estimate of the Depart- 
ment having charge of this business was for 
$35,000, including an appropriation for a defi- 
ciency on account of ‘surveying liabilities in- 
curred by the late surveyor general during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1859.’ "Phat 
was put in the deficiency bill, and has been ap- 
propriated. The whole estimate of the Depart- 
ment in that particular, $20,000, has alread n 
passed in the deficiency bill; and, therefore, it 
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_ and, as the honorable Senator from lowa has x 












was stricken out of this bill by the House of p,... 
resentatives, in which action we concurred, Ti, 
amount, and the amount that we appropriated is 
the former bill, make up the entire estimate of the 
Department for Oregon. . 

Mr. LANE. The amount of money Provided 
in the bill is too small for any purpose what. 


THE 
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Ver: 


° . : : aud 
it will be just as well to strike it outas to Jeays . 


in, and abolish the office of surveyor general op, 
tirely, so far as my State is concerned. It cannot 
be urged here that the surveying of the pu 


ay that | 
he deficie 
or deficie 

Mr. TC 
Hook atth 


: 
Dite 


lands in Oregon has cost the Government Much saved t 
It has cost very little indeed. We have had y, he estin 
large appropriations. A very small portion of “ For oe 
our lands has been surveyed. Now, thousands bursed at t 


















surveying | 
during the 
That i: 
under the 
by the la 
riated 3 
whole bi 
15,000. 


of families live on lands not surveyed—lands tha 
they cannot purchase, but are ready to purchase 

Thechairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
said, on a former occasion, that, though lands were 
given to people of Oregon by a fornier law; though 
they had a right to them undera donation law, by 
occupation and cultivation, yet they paid for sey. 
enty per cent. of those lands, according to his state. 





ment; and he produced the reports from the Land ill. As 
Office verifying it. For seventy per cent. of the ator is e! 
lands they paid the cash rather than comply with for unde 
the requirementof the donation law. Survey these Mr. 
lands, and they will be ready to pay for them too, amount | 
It must be manifest to everybody that $15,009 gon? 
will survey no lands. Ali the lands east of the Mr. T 
Cascade mountains now are open to settlement, sides th 
| and families are settling all over the country; and counted 
|| for two hundred miles up and down the Colum. Mr. E 
bia river not anacre of the land is surveyed. Is yt veyor & 
not the policy of the Government to survey the townsh! 
land, and allow the people an opportunity of pay- to have 
ing for itin cash? We ask only that. The do- year, I 
nation law has expired; and if they can be per. me it wo 
mitted to do so, the people will pay for the land enurely 
| at Government prices as soon as it can be sur- ation w! 
veyed and taken up by settlers. I hope the set- expense 
tlement of the country will not be retarded for Mr. I 
_ the want of $10,000 to prosecute the surveys. |t this am 
seems to me to be bad policy; not to be true econ- good; i 
omy;and I am sure it is not good treatment for for the | 
us. amount 
Mr. TOOMBS. I will merely restate, that the which 
Congress of the United States, by this bill and the ury. 1 
deficiency bill, appropriate every dollar asked for Yeu se 
by the Department for this service—$20,000 in Georgi 
the deficiency bill, and $15,000 in this bill. Ther for surt 
was $20,000 appropriated last year for surveysin survey¢ 
Oregon. Now, upon what data are we to go’ $20,000 
Are we to increase the appropriation because the of this 
representative of that State says he wants lands last ye: 
for settlement faster than the proper Department $40,000 
of the Government says is necessary? I do not the nex 
consider that a basis of action by this body. If as it 1s 
there were any special reasons to show why the sioner 
estimate was wrong, or why a different policy priatio! 
| ought to be pursued, there might be some sense ment ¥ 
in it; but when we have given every dollar thatis Mr. 
asked for, and no particular reason is shown why change 
the Department is wrong, and only a general dec- cific ca 
laration that they want the lands open for settle- relatiol 
ment faster than the Department says, it is a de- ate tha 
parture from all sound rules to appropriate more. is app 
Mr. HARLAN. This isa very simple ques- have s 
tion, and can be readily understood. We know divides 
the price paid for surveying land in Oregon. The for cul 
price is from twelve to fifteen dollarsa mile. There veying 
are seventy-two miles ina full township. Hence this w 
it will require about a thousand dollars to survey fit for 
a township. The proposition in the bill, as I un- sum a 
derstand, 1s to appropriate $15,000 for the next lands | 
year. When you pay the surveyor general, and if the 
the contingent expenses of his office, you wil! the las 
have, perhaps, about ten thousand dollars left, land fi 
which will enable the surveyor general to survey tare, ¢ 
ten townships. If that is all that Congress intends wheth 
to survey in a year, be it so. lation 
Mr. TOOMBS. Every one of those expenses to refi 
is specially appropriated for, and does not come bees 
out of this appropriation at all. If the Senator 1s 
| had looked into the question, he would have see® and, 3 
| that. ne 
Mr. HARLAN. The appropriation to which highe 
the Senator refers was to meet the expenditures other 
of last year. pe 
- Mr. TOOMBS. There are separate approp!- oh e 
ations for the expenses of the surveyor genera! § . ww 
office. 
Mr. HARLAN. I understood the Senator \ fully, 
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AS said. y that there had been $35,000 appropriated in | Mr.GWIN. The Senator from Mississippi || Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will simply 

leave is h deficiency bill for work, of which $20,000 was || recollects very well, nodoubt, that when this sub- |) state that the committee proceeded, in compliance 

val en. e deficiencies. | ject ov 'ginaily came _up, ten years ago, my then |, with a resolution passed by the Senate, to ascer- 

cannot Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; but if Senators would | colleague (Colonel Frémont) and myself both fa- |) tain what would be the expense of procuring fur- 

Public ook atthe book of estimates, the committee would || vored the plan he speaks of; but it was referred || niture and gas fixtures for the various committee- 

much, e saved the trouble of making these explanations. | to the decision of the Secretary of the Interior, || rooms and office-rooms of the Senate wing of the 

ha ane ist and has resulted in surveying large quantities of || Capitol. The committee have ascertained what 
: d no he estimate ee ee _ ' > ge q P I . 
ion of «For surveying the public lands in Oregon, to be dis- || land in California that will probably be useless for | the articles can be had for, and they can be had 
usands pursed at the rates now authorized by law, including the || poets If the geodetic system could be estab- || from thirty to forty-five per cent. cheaper than 
ds that surveying liabilities incurred by the late surveyor general |) Jished, we could select those points where lands || the prices paid at the other end of the Capitol. 
7 » the fiscal year ending June 30, 1859, $35,000.” ; : | flew ; ene 
chase. during the : were immediately to come into market to be sur- || No contract is to be made until it is ascertained 
Lands That is the estimate; and $20,000 of that comes || veyed. Whether the system will be continued || what the cost will be. Itis discretionary with the 
Is were under the head of eurveying liabilities incurred || 9- not, [ cannot say. Certainly in California, || Senate whether they make the appropriation or 
though by the late surveyorgeneral.”’ ‘That was appro- | where there is the ann pveneen necessity forthe || not. Many of the committees have applied for 
aw, by tiated in the deficiency bill; which leaves the | survey of the public lands, they could not be sur- | these things, but before we tookwany steps we de- 
OF Sey. whole balance to be appropriated this Session, || veyed very rapidly heretofore, owing to the un- | termined to ascertain the expense, and I think all 
S state. 15,000. That 1s the amount contained in the | settled state of the private land claims. Now, || the articles that we shall want to purchase can be 
e Land ill. As for the expenses of oe office, the Sen- | $20,000 additional willdo more good to the actual || obtained for a less amount than is now proposed 
- of the ator is entirely mistaken ; for they are all provided |) settlers than $500,000 hitherto, because theycould || to be appropriated. If so, what is not wanted 
y with for under another head. h hb not survey a settlement where the lands were cov- || will be left in the Treasury. 
Y these Mr. HARLAN. What, then, will be the || cred by private landclaims. I do not know how The amendment was agreed to. 
M too, amount appropriated for the current year in Ore- |! jt js in our adjoining State of Oregon; but I should Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. [ wish to call 
415,000 on? , | suppose $15,000 would do no good in surveying || the attenti . ; : 
ee e Mr. TOOMBS. Fifteen thousand dollars, be- hee a ; ’ ae ce es _— gC Sano ying |) the attention of tht committee who reported this 
of the Mr. . , the public lands in that extensive State. | bill to one clause of it that, [think, may possibly 
ement, sides the expenses of the office, which are not | Mr. LATHAM called for the yeas and nays, |! have escaped their attention. Ido not believe 
Vs and counted at all in the item for surveying the lands. |) and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted || w ; : ’ 
Ys an Sey plese ae J pred; i < ’ | when the committee read the clause, they can be 
Jolun- Mr. HARLAN. Then it would enable the sur- —yeas 16, nays 20; as follows: || disposed to retain it in the way it has been 
»ne > rye 1 1} 2 * 
1. Isit veyor general of Oregon to survey about fifteen | YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bingham, Bright, Green, Gwin, || framed. I think it may be regarded as almost a 
at townships. If that is all that Congress intends |) ae S eiameeaie’ Satie - © ak . 
ey the : ° : Harlan, Iverson, Jolinson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, || reflection on one of the Departments; which, I 
of pay- to have surveyed in Oregon during the coming | Latham, Polk, Powell, Simmons, Trumbull, and Wade— | presume, the committee would not wha to ete 
‘he do- yeas, 1 shall any nothing Shaui.it; but it seems to | Ny AYS—Messrs. Bragg, Brown, Cli Crittend } saad amongst the laws of the land. The clause 
. pe atte =U NZ S—! ssrs. bragg, rown, ingman, rittenden, . -* A ° 2c 
be per: meit would be much meer wa oe the aurveye || Davis, Dixon, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, || to which I allude is this: 
e land entirely = a eer an ‘ey th ae an appropri- | Grimes, Hamlin, Hammond, Hunter, Johason of Tenues- || Por the completion of the Washington aqueduct, accord 
, } € earce. Sauls oar Me Recmle « ah ed). || ‘ as ° ’ P 
be sur- ation whic 1 would justify these large contingent wm, MMS d earce, Sauisbury, Ten Eyck, and Toombs—20. | ing to.the plan and estimates of Captain Meigs, $500,000 : 
he set- expenses. he 8 So the amendment was rejected. \| Provided, That the office of engineer ef the Potomac water 
led for Mr. LANE. I hope the Senate will agree to a ina : i , || works is hereby abolished, and its duties shall be hereafter 
ys. It this amendment, for it is necessary for the public Mr. LANE. I have one more amendment to || discharged by the chief engineer of the Washington aque- 
ys. i a ’ for th P dof I offer from the Committee on Public Lands. It is | duct, who shall be, as heretofore, an officer of the corps of 
rhe eh good; it is necessary for the good of Oregon, and |! jn jine two hundred and fifty-nine, to increase the || engineers, not below the rank of captain, and having ex- 
ent for for the Government itself. here is no similar appropriation for surveying the public lands in \\ perience in the design and construction of bridges and aque- 
amount of money that you can possibly invest Wosbiagion Territory from $15,000 to $25,000. || ——> . ; ‘ 
hat the which will render a larger percentage to the Treas- || This is estimated for by a letter, which I hold in } There is a great deal of cireumlocution there. 
ind the ury. Why prevent the surveys of these lands? my hand, subsequent to the figures which the Sen- || Mr. TOOMBS. I will call the attention of m 
ked for ‘ou see, by the statement of the Senator from || ie an Baal This i ‘riend from Arkansas to the fact that that amend- 
ked \ » by the stat t of the Senator fi ator from Georgia has been looking at. Thisisto | f tf Ark to the fact that that 
000 in Georgia, that last year $20,000 was appropriated || provide for surveying lands in our young daughter || ment has been adopted, and it was put in upon 
There for surveys, and the contracts made by the late || erritory of Washington. There settlements, || Very full consideration, If he wishes to oppose 
veysin surveyor general exceeded the appropriation || ag well as in Oregon, are progressing east of hn } it, he can do so in the Senate; but it is not now 
to go! $20,000. It took, then, $20,000 of the estimates || mountains up the Columbia river and the Walla || 9Pe” to be again reviewed. 
use the of this year to pay the contracts for surveying || Walla, and portions of the country are not sur- The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
s lands last year. Then, the surveying last year cost | veyed, and open to settlement; but if surveyed, as was about to remark to the Senator from Arkan- 
rtment $40,000. Now, we ave to have only $15,000 for || | stated before, the settlers will at once pay for || 888; that when the bill shall be reported to the 
do not the next year. It must be manifest to the Senate, || their lands. I think they ought to have an oppor- || Senate from the Committee of the Whole, that 
ly. If as it is to the Department and to the Commis- || tunity of doing so. Jesides, there are the Hud- || 2mendment can be excepted, and a separate ques- 
hy the sioner of the General Land Office, that this appro- || gon’g Bay Company claimsin Washington which || on taken upon it, 
policy pan sees Sa enenen. I hope the amend- | ought to be surveyed. The neonate of survey- \| tl oe ceieeenees ae ee I wus not aware 
: ae ee ee | ing the public lands in Washington Territory for || M8 t wes an amendment, 
‘thatis Mr. DAVIS. [had long hoped that we should || the amine of settlement will make the Satin Mr. TOOMBS. Itisanamendment of the Com- 
n why change the whole method of surveys for the Pa- |! | now propose necessary, and I hope the Senate mittee on Finance, and it has been passed upon. 
al dec- s cific coast. When this was first commenced in | will pass it ; : Mr. GREEN. I renew the amendment which 
settle- relation to Californi i - || eas . — ithdrew te rari rt time : 
- 4 sehen lifornia, I then argued it to the Sen || Mr. TOOMBS. Theestimate for this item was || I withdrew temporarily a short time ago 
s ade- ate that we should adopt the geodetic method. [t || 425,000, which, I believe, is the sum the Senator || For the purpose of paying existing liabilities, and to fin- 
more. is applicable peculiarly to that country. They || °°"? ; te indians ? T) H e R oS. |) ish the maps and calculations of the survey of the Atrato 
» ques- have small valleys of land capable of settlement, || eubestbeda: tae tai Ni adie 2 ne et ce route of the interoceanic canal, $6,500. ; 
know divided by mountainous regions which are not fit || caller tats Tee ele dit I a | I stated to the Senate before that I was satisfied 
1. The for cultivation. Upon the present mode of sur- || th Te wien iegeps dth ete bal p oe er 10n "|| the Secretary of War had recommended thia-ap- 
There veying, the surveyors are compelled to travel over be te as na ‘th see tear a tedie ° os one "|| propriation. I find here in his report that which 
Hence this waste to get at the small valleys which are || 415.000 Th oa seeded | ae oe vie ane. || amounts to a recommendation. In the first place, 
survey fit for agriculture. Upon a different method, the || $15,000. The sum expended las year was $20,009; || the colonel of the corps of topographical engineers 
ead . : ' and the estimates for this year are $25,000. Tlie || . . : , 
s Tun- sum appropriated no doubt would survey all the || House reduced it to $15,000; and as the Commit | Waes the folowsng language: 
e next lands which will be settled for years to come; but || t ah aaiags res. saat 3 fi ° te forine || <1 Would respectfully invite your attention to the report 
al, and if they have to fill up, going gradually on from || ee on Finance saw-no necessity for intertering || of Lieutenant Michier, who, under assignment of the War 
u will the last surveys to where they may find the next || with this attempt of the House of Representatives | Department, was engaged upon the survey of an Inter- 
s left land fit fo Y eres 7 y , * || to reduce this branch of the public expenditures, || oceanic ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, via the At- 
on r cultivation, you accumulate expendi- | they did not choose to restore it. This isthe only || and Truande rivers. 
survey ture, and accumulate it uselessly. Ido not know || ; fi ia tan Couisitinn OF Hi co aan oive || | Since his return from the scene of his field operations, 
ntends whether we may expect any revision. The legis- |, information the Committee on Finance can give. || considerable progress was made in the reduction of obser- 
lation of th Sod me ooh col, I 5 | Theamendment was rejected—ayes twelve, noes |, vations, and preparing the maps, until the want of means 
1e period of which I speak was such as || d || cumpelied him to suspend progress, and discharge the com- 
enses to refer the questi he Se f the I | not counted, 1| I ne “I progress, an g 
pe ; question to the Secretary of the inte- 2 = ‘ | puters and draughtemen. 
L come rior. Our whole land system proceeds upon the Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 wish to offer || " «The valuable information procured by Lieutenant 
enator is that we live on a plane, and not ona globe; |, & amendment from the Commite to Audit and Michier should not be left in its unfinished condition in the 
ye see and, as we adhere to the old system, it becomes || Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. |, aan Se rn ve on com, Conese 
. ae eee kts! aoe a | gress grant the em ppropriation, fo 
ey hick, and more pal ably wrong as we ascend to || It is on pag§ 4, after line eighty four to insert: which Lieutenant Michler presents an estimate of $6,500, 
which ugher latitudes and in mountain districts. An- | For the con"ingent expenses of the Senate, to wit; for || which includes the amount aiready due his assistants, and 
litures other method, that known as the geodetic method, || fixtures for gas and furniture for the committee, office, || that required to compiete the report and maps, which may 
18 80 particular] licabl h d || and other rooms in the north wing of the Capitol, as directed || bedaid before Congress at an early day. 

Ts 80 exclusi y applicable to that country, and |) py the resolution of the Senate of the 30th of March, 1250, <The estimate is approved by the bureau, and your recom- 
ar. shal ce usively suited to it, that l hope still we | $19,409; to be expended under the direction of the Com- || mendation to Congress for the passage of the appropriation 
neral s = retrace our steps and adopt a method by i} mittee to Audit and CoMtrol the Contingent Expenses of is respeetfully urged.”’ 

sor ta Sine may be conducted rapidly, use- } Oop, Paper. That ia signed by “J. J. Abert, colonel cor 
ator \ ’ economi 


y- Thisis not the method. 
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ill be explained, | to 
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Secretary of War. On the same subject, the Sec- | The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


retary of War says: 


**T would respectfully invite your attention to the report 


of Lieutenant Michier, who, under assignment of the War | 


Department, was engaged upon the survey of an inter- 
oceanic ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, via the 
Atrato and Truandorivers. Since his return from the scene 


of his field operations, considerable progress has been made | 
in the reduction of obervations and preparing the maps, | 


until the want of ineans compelled him to suspend progress, | 


and discharge the computers and draughtsmen. The val 
uable information procured by Lieutenant Michler should 
not be left in its unfinished condition in the archives of the 
bureau, to prevent which a small appropriation will be re- 
quired.” 


Is not that recommendation enough ? 
that it is a recommendation. 


I hold 


Here is an estimate | 


made by Lieutenant Michler, indorsed by the | 


colonel of topographical engineers, and approved 
by the Seeretary of War, who says it will be re- 
quired. 
not a recommendation which will bring the case 
within the rule. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. It was not objected to on the 
ground that it was out of order. 

Mr. GREEN. 1 offered it, and objection was 
made; and then I withdrew it to allow me to get 
the information. 


Il submit to the Chair whether that is | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 
was left open with a view to enable the Senator | 


from Missouri to examine the report. ‘The Chair 
will submit the question to the Senate as to 
whether they will receive the amendment. He 
has that right where there is doubt. 


The question being put, there were only ten | 


Senators for receiving the amendment. 
So the amendment was not received. 


Mr. DIXON. I desire to offer an amendment 
as an additional section: 

“ind be it further enacted, That the sum of $400,000 be 
annually appropriated, in addition to the annual sum al- 
ready appropriated by the first section of the act of April 
23, 1808, for the purchase and distribution of arms for the 
whole body of the militia of the United States, conformable 
to such requisitions as may be made by the States respect 
ively as to the kind of arms to be distributed in accordance 
with existing laws. 


This amendment is moved in pursuance of an 
estimate of the War Department, which was read 
on Saturday. 


Mr. TOOMBS. We have had this question up | 
once in the Committee of the Whole, and I think | 


it is not usual to renew amendments in that way. 
It is a very bad practice, and there ought to be an 
end of it. The rule has been, 1 believe, and I 
would ask my friend from Connecticut to observe 
it, that when an amendment is rejected in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, it cannot be offered again 
until the bill is reported to.the Senate. 


Mr. WILSON and others. This was not offered | 


to this bill before. 

Mr. DIXON. I[t was offered on the Army bill 
before. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Very well. At any rate, we 
have argued it; and I hope we shall have the vote 
now without discussion. 

Mr. DAVIS. [I move toamend the amendment 
by adding: 

Provided, The arms to be so distributed by the United 
States shall be manufactured by the United States. 


Mr. MALLORY. This amendment is different | 


from the former amendment. 


I understand that | 


this amendment contemplates the distribution of | 


such arms as the States themselves may choose. 
That seems to me eminently just. 


Mr. DIXON. The amendment of the Senator | 


from Mississippi defeats the object of the propo- 
sition. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; there being on a division—ayes 21, noes 14; 


and the question recurred upon the amendment, | 


as amended. 
Mr. GREEN. 


tion clause, by providing ‘that the distribution 


| 
| 


I move to amend the distribu- | 


hereby authorized shall not take effect until after | 
the next census, and the apportionment there- | 


under.”’ 


The PRESIDENT pro tem 


e. Will the Sen- | 


ator send his amendment to the desk in writing? 
It is impossible for the Secretary to take down 


amendments in this way. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. 


tributed now by as good a rule as could be in- | 


vented—according to the representation in Con- 
gress. 
Mr GREEN. Very well 


I withdraw my 
amendment. 


I think the arms are dis- | 





| 
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ge 


ticut, as amended. 


GLO! 


‘ . . : i} 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Connec- 


Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Is this distribution to be || 
according to the Federal representation ? 

Mr. DIXON. The same as under existing 
laws. 

_Mr. HEMPHILL. That is, the law at this 
time. 

Mr. GRIMES. They are to be distributed, I 
understand, according to the representation in the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. DIXON. No; but according to the rep- 


| resentation in both Houses under the existing 


| law. 


| Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, | 


Slidell, Thomson, Wigtall, and Yulee—30. 








| consideration of the vote on the adoption of what 


| bill as reported from the Finance Committee, and 


| mittee, and all its provisions were well consid- 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clingman, Davis, Dixon, Doolit- 
tle, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Iverson, 


Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Powell, Simmons, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Brown, Clark ,Collamer, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, King, 
Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Saulsbury, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—23. 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move a re- 





I now understand to be anamendment to the bill, 
to which | have already alluded, beginning at line 
eighty-five on page 4. 1 thought it was in the 


that the committee had inadvertently adopted this 
provision. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I can tell the honorable Sen- 
ator that it was reported by the Finance Com- 


ered. It was reported by the committee as an 
amendment to the bill of the House, and it was | 
agreed to by the Senate after anexplanation of it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I understand 
that, when the bill comes into the Senate, I can- 
not move to amend this clause in any way what- | 
ever; but can only have the question on striking 
it out. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Oh, no; you can amend it in 
any way as fully in the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


then. 





Very well, 
If gentlemen who are more familiar with 
the rules will say to me that I have just as fair an | 
SeeeTRINS: of raising the question in tne Senate, 

I shal] reserve my proposition until then. If I 

have the same right to move to amend it in the | 
Senate that | have now, 1 shall not press it at | 
this time. F | 

Mr. TOOMBS. You will have the same right 
in the Senate. | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
not move the reconsideration. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the question was stated to be on concur- 
ring in the amendments made as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. BROWN. One of the amendments which | 
I moved yesterday I am desirous, on further con- | 
sultation with the District Committee, to alter. 
It is the amendment in reference to gas. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope we shall take the vote 
on all such amendments as Senators do not choose 
to ask for a separate vote upon. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
understands the Senator from Mississippi to move | 

| 
| 
| 





an amendment to one of the amendments agreed 
to as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TOOMBS. But I desire him to except it, 
and then amend it afterwards. The Senator can 
withdraw his proposition now, and except that 
particular amendment, and move to amend it | 
afterwards. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If such be the | 
pleasure of the Senate, the Chair will put the 
question on concurring in all the amendments, 
except those that may be excepted at the request | 
of Senators. a reed!’’] 

Mr. BROWN. lLask for a separate vote on the 
amendment in relation to gas, as I desire to offer 
an amendment to it. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to &Xcept the amendment 
which appropriates $400,000 annually, to the end 
of time, for the distribution of arms. 








BE. 





a 


_ to the pier at Oswego shall be excepted 
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Mr. KING. [ask that the amendment rely 





Ung 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire a separate y, 
on the amendment doubling the pay to Geta 
Seaton for printing the State Papers. 7 

Mr. TOOMBS. I ask for a separate vote 
the appropriation moved by the Cominitts, ‘* 
Public Buildings, to appropriate $300,000 for ie 
Capitol extension. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, cf Arkansas. [ WANta sen, 
rate vote on a part of the amendment to Which | 
have before alluded, commencing at line eiehy, 
five and extending to line ninety-three; and fev, 
notice that, according to my understanding of tj, 
rules, I shall move to amend the proviso to it r 

Mr. TOOMBS. J suggest to the Senator » 
have a separate vote on the whole amendment 
commencing at line eighty-five and ending at 
ninety-three, and then the whole amendment wy 
be under his control. ™ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Very wel}: | 
propose that a separate vote be taken on che whole 
amendment. 

Mr. BIGLER. [I desire a separate vote Upon 
the amendment striking out from lines two hyp. 
dred and sixty-five to two hundred and seventy. 
three, being the appropriation for the agricultural) 
department of the Patent Office. 

Ar. HUNTER. I wish to except the amend. 
ment sane proves for settling upon principles 
of equity and justice the claim of the contractoy 
for the San Francisco custom-house; an amené. 
ment that, I am told, was adopted yesterday, 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish a separate vote on tha 
amendment which relates to the contract for pu). 
lishing the State Papers. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore That has 9. 
ready been excepted by a Senator. 

The other amendments were concurred in, 


Mr. BROWN. I now move to amend the 
amendment in relation to gas, by making the lu. 
ter portion of it read: 


And the act incorporating the Washington Gas Light 
Company is hereby so amended as to prohibit said com. 
pany from receiving, after the 31st day of December nen, 
more than thirty-five cents per hundred cubic feet of gu 
furnished by it to any consumer, subject to a discount 
not less than ten per centum on all bills for gas, if paid 
the office of said company within five days from the renii- 
re provided all arrears shal! have been previously 
paid. 


_If any explanation be necessary, I can readily 
give it. I willonly say that it is a matter of agre- 


| ment between this company and the committee 
| that it should be arranged in this way. The right 


to change this charter was reserved by Congres 
when it was originally granted. The committee, 
after full consideration, thought this was right 
for the time being, without surrendering the right 
to change the charter again whenever we think 


roper to do it. 
It is an agreement, I u- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. g 
derstand, merely to reduce the price. 

Mr. BROWN. That is all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I presume nobody objects 


| to that. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 
will proceed to read the excepted amendments. 

The Secretary read the following amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$400,000 be annually appropriated, in addition to the ar- 
nual sum already provided by the first section of the act of 
the 23d of April, 1808, for the purchase and distribution of 
arms for the whole body of the militia of the United States, 
conformable to such requisitions as may be made by the 
States respectively as tu the Kind of arms, to be distributed 
in accordance with the existing laws: Provided, That the 
arms so distributed shall be of the manufacture of the United 
States. 

Mr. HALE. I want to say a word or two upon 
that, and I shall be very brief. We have been 
distributing, for more than fifty years, $200, 
worth of arms per annum, and the result has beet 
that there has accumulated in the arsenals a spe 
cies of arms that we do not want. The improve 
ments that have been made in arms have bee! 
such that a great portion of those that have beet 
distributed under this $200,000 appropriation have 
been useless, and have to be altered to meet the 
modern improvements in this species of man 
facture. Now, sir, after we have been distri0ut 
ing $200,000 worth for fifty years, | think the 
country will inquire, and will have a right to!" 
quire, where is the necessity at this time of in 
creasing this distribution two hundred per ce?’ 
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t it be remembered that this is nota 
riation of $400,000, butitis a perma- 


8, le 


single approP »propriation of $600,000—$400,000 


nent annual ay 
in addition to the 


distrib 
with | 
there 8 
incre 
hundre 
ficient 

Mr. 


$200,000 worth we havealready 
I have heard—and 1 have waited 
to hear—no reasons given why 
this extraordinary, this very great 


uted. 
yauuence 
hould be 


ase of the distribution of these arms—two 


.d per cent. over what has been found suf- 


‘or fifty years. : 
 EMPHILL. I think I can state areason 


why this appropriation should be increased, and 


it will 
of the 


in 


1843; ¢ 
of the 
years. 


time. 


Ne oe a the militia numbered 635,386. 
-eerding to the 
deco. the militia had increased to 2,438,252; 
and the returns given In that report from pony of 
the States were made ten or fifteen years before that 
For instance, the return from ‘Tennessee was made 
1840; and everybody knows that the militia must 
have increased ver 
y840 and 1859. _retu f 
made in 1827; of Florida, in 1845; of Vermont, in 


three million, 


be a very brief one. In 1808, when the law 
93d of Aprilof that year was passed, order- 
000 worth of arms to be distributed for 


returns from the War Depart- 


much in Tennessee between 
he returns of Delaware were 


of Maine, in 1856; and returns from most 
States have not been made for a great many 

| have no doubt that the militia is at least 
perhaps more than that, at this 
In 1808, under the act of that year, the 


appropriation was equal to the sum of thirty-one 


cents to each militia man in the United States. In 
1858 it had fallen to less than seven cents, That 
is the reason why the appropriation ought to be 
increased, and ought, at least, to be increased toa 
million or a million and a half dollars, to be of 


any se 


Mr. 


rvice at all. 


WILSON. In 1808 we set apart $200,600 


annually to be invested for arms for distribution 
among the States. We have distributed more than 


ten mi 
Thisa 
try wa 


thearming of the militia. The Senator from Texas | 


llion dollars’ worth of arms in the country. 
ppropriation was set apart when the coun- 
s weak and when we needed to provide for 


tells us we had then but six hundred thousand 


militia 


and have two or three million now. Well, 


sir, we were weak then; we are strong now. I de 


not believe we need this distribution. 


do not be- 


lieve it is necessary. We have hundreds of thou- 
sands of arms now on hand, and if the militia 
wantarms, why not distribute these arms among 


them? 


Why go on increasing the manufacture ? 


This money is to be expended in the armories, 


it is to 
and to 
it may 
that re 


go to Harper’s Ferry to a great extent, 
Springfield in my own State, and perhaps 
be expected that I should support it for 
ason. I should do so if I believed it ne- 


cessary; but I do not believe this expenditure 
necessary, and I hope it will not be imposed on 
the country. 


Mr.GRIMES. The argument of the Senator 


from Massachusetts, undoubtedly, is very apply 
as 


cable t 


the honor to represent. 


o the condition of the country that he 
Ever since 1808, the 


State of Massachusetts and the old States have 
been constantly in the receipt of large quantities 


of arms from the General 
has not been the condition of the new States. They | 


overnment; but that 


have no arms. The State which I have the honer 
in partto represent, containing a pepulation of more 
than seven hundred thousand people, has not re- 


ceived 


a thousand muskets from the Government. | 
e are on the froutier. Three successive years | 


the Indians have made hostile incursions into our 
State, destroying our property, and, in the course 
of one winter, taking more than thirty lives. It is 
necessary for us to arm ourselves, and we want 
the Government to furnish our people with the 
same facilities for being armed that ithas furnished 
to the citizens of Massachusetts. 


I shall, however, 


vote against this proposition, 


as ithas been adopted in committee, because I 
think the distribution is not equitable, is not right. 
It ought to be made under the census of 1860, so 

al We can get a greater proportion than at pres- 
ent. If an amendment of that character were 
adopted, I should sustain the proposition. _I say 
itis manifestly inequitable, that the State of Rhode 


sland, 


and 
ving 


with only two hundred thousand people 


only two Representatives and two Senators, 


drawn arms since 1808, a period of fifty- 


ae should be entitled to as many arms as 


of seve 


te of lowa, with a population of upwards 
n hundred thousand, and without any arms 
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in the State atall. Therefore I hope an amend- 
ment, which will be offered by the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Green] will be adopted, and then 
I shall give my cordial support to the proposition. 

Mr. GREEN. I propose an amendment to 
carry out the views of the Senator from Lowa, and 
I think it is eminently right: 

Provided also, That the increased distribution of arms 
herein authorized shall not be carried into effect until after 
the returns of the census of 1860, and shall be predicated 
thereon, according to the laws for such cases made and 
provided. 

Mr. BAYARD. Isitin order to move to amend 
an amendment which has been adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole? Must we not either concur 
or non-concur? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The Chair is of opinion that it is 
amendable. The question is upon the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Missouri to the 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS. I object to the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Missouri, while I ad- 
mit the entire correctness of that mode of distri- 
bution. Ido not see why we should postpong 
the distribution until after another census may be 
taken. It will be some time before that census 
will be complete, so as to make the distribution 
upon it, and, as this is to be an annual appropri- 
ation, | expect about the time we shall have the 
full returns of the census another distribution 
will take place. Why, then, postpone the pres- 
ent year’s issue to abide the returns of the census 
to be taken for 1860? The Secretary of War, in 
his annual report, calls attention to the necessity 
for increasing the appropriation for arming the 
militia, in these words: 

*f desire to call attention to the existing law for arming 
and equipping the whole body of the militia of the United 
States, which was passed in 1808. The provisiqn then made 
for the purpose remains the same at this day, and is insuf- 
ficient for its effectual accomplishment. ‘This is evinced 
by frequent requisitions and urgent applications from States 
and Territories for advances of arms and equipments be- 
yond their regulars quotas.” 

So that the application is one which it appears 
has been made for some time past. To my own 
knowledge, there are constant applications for 
arms for volunteer companies in the different 
Staies, mostly in the new States, and for the very 
forcible reasons, presented by the Senator from 
Iowa, that they have received less relatively than 
the States which have been receiving for asgreat 
number ef years under the operation of the act of 
1808, since its passage. They have even sought 

ermission to buy arms made by the United States, 
in order that they might have the militia properly 
armed and equipped; and feeling that the appro- 
priation made by the Government was too small 
for the purpose, they have asked permission to 
buy arms; and the Senate has passed a bill that 
is now before the House to allowit. Under this 
general recommendation of the Secretary of War, 
the Committee on Military Affairs came to con- 
sider the question, and addressed the Secretary, 
in order that they might know more eutieates 
what the necessities were, and what were his 
wishes. I will read his answer: 


War Department, May 22, 1860. 

Srr: In answer to your letter of the 4th instant, re- 
questing my views as to the extent to which the appropri- 
ation for arming and equipping the militia should be carried, 
[have the honor to state, that in the suggestion on this sub- 
ject in my report to the President of the Ist December, 
1859, I had in view such a ratio of increase as should be 
nearly proportionate to the increase of the militia force 
since the existing annual appropriation of $200,000 was 
made in 1808. 

That view is strengthened by the increased facilities of 
intercommunication afforded by telegraph, railways, and 
steamboats, for concentrating, in an emergency, large bodies 
of militia from distant points. 

To carry out my view of the case will require an increase 
of the present annual appropriation to at least a threefold 
extent, or to $600,000, which amount, I may add, will fur- 
nish means toarm and equip, as infantry, only one hundred 
men for each Senator and Representative, reserving enough 
to supply each Territory to the same extent as a State hav- 
ing the least representation in Congress. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Jerrerson Davis, 
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, Senate. 


This amount which we have before us, is that 
which is estimated by the Secretary of War to be 
necessary to meet existing demands, and which, 
according to his statement, will be one hundred 
arms for each Senator and Representative. ‘To 
delay this is, therefore, to reject the oprnentions 
made by the militia, and which have been made 
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for some time past. To make this issue now, and 
make a similar appropriation next year—which 
similar appropriations will of course be issued in 
accordance with the views of the Senator from 
Missouri, and in compliance with the terms of his 
amendment—seems to me to be the better course 
of meeting the present necessity, as well as provid- 
ing for the future. 

A single word now as to the character of the 
arms that we propose to make an annual appro- 
priation of $400,000 for. My own opinion is, that 
the Government should only issue in time of peace 
to the militia such arms as are used by the Gov- 
ernment in time of war. Models may change; 
but in the mean time, you instruct the militia for 
existing necessities, and for the use of existing 
means. All patent arms, revolving pistols, fancy 
arms of every kind, which can only be used by 
special corps and under special circumstances, | 
think ought not to be issued to the militia in time 
of peace, as one of the means of their instruction. 
There is, however, a standing appropriation of 
$200,000, out of which they may still make requi- 
sitions for patent arms, if they want them. I do 
not think the practice a good one, but it is not 
proposed by this amendment, as I understand, to 
disturb that practice, and therefore, | suppose, it 
will remain as heretofore. 

Mr. GREEN. The honorable Senator from 
Mississippi does not understand my amendment, 
or else | i not understand his idea. It will be 
observed, by the reading of the amendment, that 
it says the increase shall not take effect until after 
the census. The present law still continues; the 

200,000 worth will be distributed upon the pres- 
entratio. It does not diminish that or postpone 
that; but the increase proposed of $400,000 is to 
be postponed—how long? Till the census is 
taken. When will that be? By the Ist of Octo- 
ber next, according to the instructions of the su- 
perintendent of the census; and before Congress 
meets next December, the Department will be pre- 
pared to make the distribution according to the 
present census of the easttrn, western, northern, 
southern, and middle States. 

The Senator asks, why postpone? I answer, 
this is just at the end of the decennial period. 
This is 1860, in the month of June. The mar- 
shals have commenced the process of taking the 
census. It is known to everybody that the west- 
ern States have increased from thirty to seventy- 
five, and some of them to ninety per cent., in pop- 
ulation. 1 have no déubt Illinois has one million 
five hundred thousand inhabitants, and Missouri 
one million ope hundred thousand; buton the basis 
of the aaa of 1850, Illinois would only have 
arms proportioned to a population of seven or 
eight hundred thousand, and Missouri six hun- 
dred thousand. While the older States have been 
decreasing, the new States have been increasing; 
and the next distribution ought to be in propor- 
tion to the population. When the emigrant goes 
from Massachusetts and settles in Lilinois, he is 
not permitted to take his musket with him. It is 
State property, and must be left behind; and the 
proportion of muskets left behind in the old States, 
makes the arms there in proportion to popula- 
tion, greater now than before, for wh. ~ the emi- 
grant goes toa new State, he is compelic' to leave 
his saber, his bayonet, his muske., his rifle, 
whatever arm he may have been equipped with. 
When he gets in that new State he finds it desti- 
tute of arms. Now, if any rule different from 
that of mathematical equation ought to prevail, it 
ought to prevail in favor ef the new States, be- 
cause the old States retain all their arms while 
they lose part of the population, and the new 
States have none of the old arms, but have an in- 
creased population with no means of increasing 
their arms. Hence I simply propose to let the 
$200,000 appropriation go on under the existing 
law—not postpone it—but postpone the increase 
of the arms under the $400,000 appropriation until 
this census is completed. 

Observe another thing in the language of the 
amendment. I do not say ‘ until the apportion- 
ment is made;’’ I say ‘* the census,’’ according to 
the principles of the existing law, and they can 
make it before the istday of next December. Give 
the West, the growin;, increasing, needy States, 
that to which they are justly entitled, without in- 
flicting ery harm or hardship on the older States. 
As for tae kind of arms, I say simply that I de- 
sire ail the improvements as fast as they are made. 
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I want people to accustom themselves to the use 
of the new improved arms as fast as they pos- 
sibly can. The honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi knows more about arms than I do, and 
hence I shall not go into a comparison, nor con- 





sume time; but I will simply say that this propo- || 


sition is equitable, it is just, it is not unfair to the 
old States, while itis a meed of justice to the new. 


Mr. TOOMBS. We discussed this question on | 


the Army bill, and I believe everybody under- 
stands it well. We are now getting into a dis- 
cussion about the sort of arms. 
take a vote. 
and the new States, and the census, and the kind 
of arms, when shall we get through? The sub- 
ject has been discussed until 1 presume we all 
understand it. 


Mr. DAVIS. One word in reply to the Sena- | 
He speaks of the census | 


tor from Missouri. 
being returned next October. It may be so. 1 
do not know that it will; but he perceiyes he must 


repeal the existing law in relation to the distribu- || 


tion before he can issue otherwise than under the 
present representation. There must therefore be 
an ee after the census returns are re- 
ceiver 

ment cannot issue, except after the apportionment 
is made, on the new ratio, 


Mr. GRIMES. This repeals the existing law | 


so far as relates to arms manufactured with the 
$400,000 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis- | 
souri to the amendment made as in Committee of | 


the Whole. 


The amendment to the amendment was re- | 


jected—ayes 16, noes 24. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on concurring in the amendment made as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr.’TRU MBULL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to offer a slight amend- 
ment in order to make the amendment consistent 
with itself, The Senator from Mississippi offered 
a proviso that these arms should be manufactured 
by the United States; but in the body of the 
amendment it is provided that they shall be pur- 
chased. 

Mr. DAVIS. No; the Senator is mistaken. 
The word ‘* purchase’ is merely used to recite 
the title of the act of 1808. 

Mr. BRAGG. The amendment appropriates 
money for the purchase. My canenianeet is to 
strike outthe words ** purchase and gbefore ** dis- 
tribution.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS. It is merely the language of the 
act of 1808 which is recited; and if it is stricken 
out, it will Not recite the true title of the act of 
1808. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts says he opposes this amendment on ac- 
count of the large number of arms that have been 
distributed. I should like to have had some amend- 
ment to give a larger portion to the western States, 
and I voted for an amendment to that effect; 
though | think myself that, as this is an appro- 
priation for next year, before we shall reach the 
distribution of arms made next year, we shall have 
the census; and that will remedy the difficulty. 
They will not be distributed untul 1862; and by 
that time I think the new States will be entitled 
to a larger number. As to the old arms which 
have accumulated, which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts alludes to, they are good for nothing. 
Half of them are not fit to go into service. IT want 
to increase the manufacture of these new kinds, 
80 that we shall have arms fit to be used by free- 
men whenever we have difficulties. I hope the 
amendment will prevail. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Idesire to move anamend- 
ment, providing that the $400,000 shall be ex- 
pended in the manufacture of improved arms. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Lhope that will not be adopted. 
We cannot take care of all the factories. To le- 
gislate in this way, we shall have to take up the 
whole subject; and it will take the Committee on 
Military Affairs three months to tell what kind 
of arms we make | presume we make the best 
arms we can. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is said that our arm- 
ories go on making muskets now which are of 


I hope we shall | 
If we are to discuss the old States, |! 


, and under the existing law the Depart- | 
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mond, Hemphill, lverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Kenne- 


|| Pugh, Saulsbury, Samner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Trumbull, 
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comparatively little use, with the $200,000 appro- 1 
priaion—such arms as our people do not want. 
Mr. TOOMBS. It only grows out of the want 
of information of the Senator. I know they make 
other arms, rifles of different sorts, and I think 
they adopt the improvements with reasonable 
rapidity. 
ir. COLLAMER. Very likely they do. I 
withdraw my proposition. 

The question bting taken by yeas and nays, 
on concurring in the amendment made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, resulted—yeas 23, nays 26; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Chesnut, Clingman, 
Davis, Dixon, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Gwin, Ham- | 


dy, Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Powell, Simmons, | 
Thomson, and Wigtall—23. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Bright, Chandler, | 
Clark, Collamer, Doolitue, Fessenden, Foot, Green, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, King, Mason, Pearce, Polk, 


Wade, and Wilson—26. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. [ask that the 
@oendment to which I have alluded may now be 
taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The question is on concurring in 
the following amendment, made as in Committee 
of the Whole: 


For the completion of the Washington aqueduct, accord- 
ing to the plans and estimates of Captain Meigs, $500,000 : 
Provided, That the office of engineer of the Potomac 
water works is hereby abolished, and its duties shall be 
hereafter discharged by the chief engineer of the Wash- 
ington aqueduct, who shall be, as heretofore, an officer of 
the corps of engineers, not below the rank of captain, and 
having experience in the design and construction of bridges 
and aqueducts. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move to 
amend bystriking out the latter part of the clause, 
** not below the rank of captain, and having ex- 
perience in the design and construction of bridges 
and aqueducts.’’ ‘The amendment was reported 
by the Committee on Finance, and there is un- 
doubtedly a great deal of circumlocution in it. 
It would seem, on looking at it, as if the design 
were so to restrict the action of the Department 
that they shall make one appointment only, and 
have no discretion at all about it. If that is really 
the object the committee had in view, I suggest 
that they at once signify who the person shall be, 
and l¢gislate him into the office directly. As it 
stands here, there are a number of ee con- 
nected together, pointing to a single result. After 
first appropriating $500,000 for the aqueduct, the | 








amendment says: 

** Provided, That the office of engineer of the Potomac 
water works is hereby abolished.’ 

That is very well, because it is a retrenchment 
and a saving of the salary of an officer who can 
be dispensed with. Then it goes on further to say: 

* And its duties shall be hereafter discharged by the chief 
engineer of the Washington aqueduct, who shall be, as | 
heretofore, an oflicer of the corps of engineers.” 

That officer is Captain Meigs. All that is very 
well; but then it goes further to say: 

** Not below the rank of captain, and having experience 
in the desigu and construction of bridges and aqueducts.”’ 

That would seem to point to the fact that that 
appointment shall be made exclusively of one in- | 
dividual; that it shail be confined to one individual, 
and must extend to nobody else; and that the De- 
partment of War shall have no discretion on the 
subject. If that is really the design, this is not | 
the legitimate method of reaching the object. The 
proper and legitimate method would be to say that | 
‘“*the work is hereby placed distinctly under the 
control of that particular officer, Captain Meigs, 
and that he shall have the entire charge of it.’’ 
If that were done, it would be a testimonial to 
that officer. As the thing stands, itis not so much 
a testimonial to that officer, as it is a provision 
restricting, confining, and hemming around the 
action of the Department, to whom the control of 
the matter has been given, and with whom itnow 
rests. 

There is some confusion in regard to the whole 
matter. I shall not go into that. A portion of 
this aqueduct has been given to the Interior De- 
partment, and another portion to the War Depart- 
ment. The construction remains with the War 
Department; but the mere preservation of it, the 
control of what is termed the finished part of it, 
has been turned over to the Interior Department. 
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However, it is unnecessary to go into that, Ty, 


amendment would seem to be sending the whol come \ 
of it back to the War Department. I pres, = how 
that is the object, to send it back there. The Missis 
why not say amply, **an officer of the COrps of the ¢ 7 
engineers?’ 1y insert the words, * not joj, office ia 
the rank of captain, and having experience nae Th a 
design and construction of bridges and , a a 
ducts?”? There are undoubtedly in the Army y - = 
the United States now men who are forty ao4 ee 
forty-five, if not fifty years old, who are stij} jj,, = ‘ 
tenants, and among the brightest and best off,,., «ss . 
of the Army. Why restrict the care of this work - : 
to an officer not below the rank of captain: | ; oe 
should like to know, too, whether there are a ec 
officers at all above the rank of captain who hay “ dal 
any knowledge in regard to these matters, or qyy ns f 
other captains in the Army than the one r: ferred Sie 
to who have any peculiar experience in the desige ! at t 
and construction of bridges and aqueducts, ° , ai 
I think that if the design is to take the appoiy, a p 
ment from the War Department, it ought to jp ols . 
said so, or not restricted in the indefinite and cj. tain \ 
cumlocutory manner that it seems to have been letio 
done. The War Department ought either to hay to fini 
control of the matter, and be responsible to Cop, onde 
gress for the acts done under it, or be relieyy Pht 
from it entirely. When we confide to that). 7 th 
eee the contro! of a particular branch o of an 
usiness, it seems to me that it is hardly fair, a4 jtatior 
it is, in fact, impossible, to say that it can lp what 
justly responsible for what is done unless it hy this b 
the control. sign ¢ 
Another part of this amendment does not erm 3reak 
recognize the estimates that come here from th the w 


Department. I have seen to-day that exceptions 
are taken toestimates that come from bureaus, and 
amendments that are based upon them are py 
considered to be in order. It is demanded thy 
some Department of this Government shall be rm. 
sponsible for the estimates upon which appre. 
priations are based; but yet the language of this 
amendment is, ** for the completion of the Was). 
ington aqueduct, according to the plans and esi. 
mates of Captain Meigs.’’ That has no refereny 
to the Department at all; and if the Departmen 
has recommended the estimates, there is no re. 
ognition of the fact in this amendment. If this 


kind | 
witho 
peten| 
son fi 
ten 01 
ificati 
thate 
requi 
quali! 
hence 
and fi 
ositic 
preva 


is a separate and distinct business, make it sot Mi 
once; but do not leave itso as to control the head comn 
of a Department, without avowing the intent. | tee ol 
do not say that the committee designed to do what it ver 
I think will be the effect. the v 
Mr. TOOMBS. There is no obscurity, and that. 
unnecessary circumlocution, as my friend from The 
Arkansas thinks, in this amendment. It ex the c 
presses, I think, with reasonable clearness, exactly say i 
what is intended. The first portion of the proviso whic 
is, *“*that the office of engineer of the Potome ame! 
water works is hereby abolished.’’ The reasoa by tl 
for that, which I gave yesterday, was that it was the I 
an unnecessary office; that before the work was in th 
finished the officer in charge of the construction reas 
could take care of the part that was finished as We 
well as the other part. We therefore save $4, hand 
by that provision—$4,000 unnecessarily wasted, begit 
As to the latter part of this amendment, we d0 Mei 
not intend that this work, of so much importance ning 


to thé country, shall be in charge ef an officer les has 
than a captain of engineers. It is a general and he 


wise rule of legislation that nothing should be lef a8 ju 
to the discretion of any officer that ean be wel der t 
fixed by law. Itis a sound rule in legislation, tima 
upon all occasions, to leave as little as possible com 
the discretion of the officers; and they have 00 be r 
right to complain, so that they follow the law. , time 

As to the statement of the honorable Senatot faile 
that there are lieutenants forty or fifty years old by ¢ 
in the corps of engineers, to which departmet! ture 


this business is specially committed, he is mis had 


taken; because, according to the laws of the land, to b 
at the end of fourteen years every man in the ct Be it w 
gineer corps is a captain. That is the law will wou 


outany reference to vacancies. He is made a cay & 1 
Sent 


tain by law when he has served fourteen yea: 

We thought that an inexperienced lieutenad' the 
who may be one, two, three, four, five, six, itis 
seven years in the public service, ought not to mitt 
intrusted with this magnificent work that has pr the | 
ceeded thus far under the charge of a very co™ stru 
petent military officer; and it is to prevent the be v 
possibility of its being put under a disqualifie me bun 
officer that Congress uses its discretion. But tion 
there are more officers than one, I am told, wh? do | 






ne 
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hat. Thjy one within these qualifications. Ido not know 
the whol how many captains—probably my friend from || 
| Prestums Mississippi can tell me—I dare say a dozen, in || 
©. They he engineers. I think we ought to require an | 
 COrps officer of as high grade as a captain of engineers. 
NOt beloy Tic last qualification 18, that he shall have expe- 
NCE in the rience in the design and construction of bridges 
nd agus nd aqueducts; for that is the special business he 
Army rs wut to. Hence the limitation is wise and ju- | 
forty ang Dads. It does no harm unless somebody wants 
Still ley, to break it. You are building an aqueduct on a 
'St Officer lan upon which you have nearly completed it. 
this work Fou have spent over two millions of money upon 
iptain? | it, and $500,000 more will finish it. You are fin- 
P Are any jshing it aecording to a known plan stated here; 
Who hays and all your laws making additional appropria- 
PS, OF any tions for public buildings usually refer, either di- 
€ refered rectly oF indirectly, toa known plan. You can- | 
he desiog not build a custom-house unless by making the | 
ets, appro wiation according to the existing plan, and 
€ APpoint. that olan cannot be altered without law. We are 
Ight toby now proceeding under this plan, the plan of Cap- 
© and cir. tain Meigs. ‘The work is carried nearly to com- 
have been letion, and we desire an allowance of $500,000 
or to haye to finish it; and we propose that it shall be ex- 
le to Com ended under the authority of one of at least as 
e relieved Poh rank as a captain of engineers. 
D that De ] think it is a very wise limitation on the power 
ranch of of any executive officer; and as to the other lim- | 
y fair, and itation to which the Senator objects, I would ask | 
it can be what would you want of a man at the head of 


less it hag 


3 not ervey 2rcak down one of these bridges now finished, and | 
from the the whole work is ruined: any mistake of that | 
XCeptions kind would lead to ruinous consequences. One 
reaus, and without experience in bridges would be an incom- 
N are pot etent person. So we have only described a per- || 
nded thet son fit for the work. Whether there are five or 
hall be re. ten or twenty fit for it who come within the qual- | 
ch appro. fications prescribed, I do not know; but I know || 
ze of this thatevery requisition of thisamendmentisa sound 
he Wash. requisition. No officer except one having these | 
s and est qualifications ought to be appointed to it; and 


) reference 
e partment 


hence, 1 say the amendment does what is wise 
and fit to be done; and, therefore, [ hope the prop- 


iS No ree osition of the Senator from Arkansas will not 
. If this prevail. 

ke it soat Mr. BROWN. This subject was referred to the 
| the head committee of which I ama member—the Commit- 
intent. | tee on the District of Columbia—and we examined 


to do what it very carefully. There has been expended on 


the work $2,339,000, and a small fraction over 


ty, and no that. There is now asked $500,000 to complete it. 
lend from The same gentleman has been in charge of it from 
1. Tt ex 


the commencement up to the present time, and I 
say in all frankness, so far as the committee of 
which lam chairman is concerned, that if the 


8, exactly 
he proviso 


Potoma amendment as it stands had not been proposed 
he reason by the Committee on Finance, the Committee on 
hat it was 


work was 
nstruction 
inished as 


in the very words in which it stands, and for the 
reasons assigned by the Senator from Georgia. 
We thought it wise to let the work remain in the 


ave $4,000) hands of the same officer who has had it from the 
y wasted. beginning. I state the thing as itis. Captain 
nt, we do Meigs has been in charge of it from the begin- 
nportance ning. After looking into the accounts, and the 
officer less ne which the work had progressed, we thought 
neral and he had managed it as discreetly, as wisely, and 
ald be lef as judiciously, as anybody could have done uy 
in_ be wel (ler the circumstances. It is true he made an es- 
gislation, umate at the beginning that the work would be 
rossible to completed for two millions anda half; but it will 
en no be recollected by Senators, that the work from 
he law. 


time to time has been suspended because Congress 
e Senator failedto make thea propriations, thus Papen Te 


years old by our own default, involving a larger expendi- 
ppartment 


he is mis 
the land, 


ae to be expended in taking care of the work while 
in the en 


Pee ‘twas making no progress, because otherwise it 


law with would have been going to decay. 

ade a cap Ihave been, with other Senators and Repre- 
en years. Sentatives in Congress, through the whole line of | 
feutenaat, the work to inspect it and see in what condition || 
re, SIX, of itis. There is, I think, what is universally ad- | 
t not to be mitted to be the most magnificent structure, across | 
t has pre- the creek called Cabin John’s. There is no such | 
very com structure, I understand, in America, as that will 
event the when it is completed. A single arch spans two 
isqualified hundred and twenty feet. It is justin the condi- 
e . Uon, thatif a party wanted to be cfensive and to 
told, W 


oa mean thing, he might destroy the whole 


this business unless he had experience in the de- |) 
sizn and construction of bridges and aqueducts? | 


the District of Columbia would have proposed it | 


ture. Contractors had to be paid damages, stock | 


had to be sold off, and large sums of money had || a movement which would remove this gentleman | 
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|| work with a simple friction match. 
}| to the bridge, an 
| cost three or four hundred thousand dollars, will 


of $2,339,000 for this work, it will not do to aban- 
|| don it. We cannot abandon it. What is our 
condition ? 


no benefit at all, or comparatively none. 


completion. Turn out this officer, put in a new 
' man, and what will be the result? 


work, he will expend double this sum. 
Meigs stakes his reputation upon it. 


He has 


I think it wise, judicious, and sensible, to let him 
alone, and especially since there is no charge, no 
| insinuation, from any quarter, that he has acted 
|| corruptly, or unwisely, or extravagantly. Every 
| dollar that you have appropriated has been ac- 
counted for; so well accounted for, that any man 
| who chooses to look into the affair, can under- 
| stand it perfectly. There has been no waste, no 
| extravagance, nothing that any sensible man can 
find fault with. I hope the amendment will be 
allowed to stand as it came from the Committee 
on Finance. 


ently, and I think that ought to be sufficient. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. In view of the 
remarks made by the Senator from Georgia, and 
|| recognizing the propriety of the rule that he has 
expressed, I shall aieane the amendment which 
I had offered, and propose merely to strike out 


‘| that it will read: 

‘© Who shall be, as heretofore, an officer of the engineer 
corps, having experience in the design and construction of 
|| bridges and aqueducts.” 

That secures entirely the guard which the Sen- 
ator has desired to secure, and which the Com- 
mittee on Finance, I think, desired to secure when 
they inserted this clause. 

here is one thing that it seems to me ought 
certainly not to be forgotten or overlooked; and 
that is,1f we design this movement for a particu- 


compliment to him, his name ought to be inserted, 
and we ought to say directly that he is the party 
in whom we have such confidence that.we are 
| willing to insert his name here. That seems to be 
the result, judging from the remarks of both Sen- 
ators who have addressed the Senate; and if they 
| have that confidence, they ought clearly and dis- 
tinctly to avow it in the bill which they pass. I 
will say, further, that I have no objection to in- 
serting his name, but will vote for it. My judg- 
ment is that that gentleman is the ablest and best 
man who can be put at the head of this work; but 
this is not the way in which to do it. This pro- 
vision is not a complimentary vote to him,it isa 
restriction put upon the Department; and I ven- 
ture to say that if the Senator himself was at the 
head of a Department, and found legislation of this 
| character acting upon him, it would not be alto- 
| gether pleasant. There are many wep of destroy- 
| ing public confidence in a man; and I think if I 
| know any man who has suffered in the last two 
| or three years, and on very slight offense, it cer- 
'| tainly has been the head of the War Department. 
| Lsuggest, now, to Senators, that we reserve all 





| the proper guards that. are in this provision, and 
| strike out the words I have proposed; and I will 
| say, moreover, that I would not only not sustain 


|| from this place, but I should be bound to say, 
anywhere and on any occasion, that I regard it as 
| unwise to be done, and not proper to be done, 
| because I believe him to be altogether the most 
| capable man. I do not think, however, it is al- 
| together fair play to a distinct Department of this 
| Government, when there is no chance for the head 
| of it to be heard here, that legislation of this kind 
|| should be thrown around him. 

\| Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me to make a sugges- 
|| tion to my friend. While I agree in his general 
|| commendation of the officer alluded to, | would 
|| object to the amendment he now suggests on the 
|| ground that there may be other officers fit for the 


Just set fire || 
the whole structure, which has | 
| may be found. 
tumble down. When we have expended the sum || 


With that vast expenditure we have | 
What | 
we want to do is, to complete this work, and com- | 
slete it under the same intelligence which pro- | 
| Jeeted it, and which has conducted it almost to | 


Some new | 
fellow cgmes in, not undersianding what he is | 
driving at, and probably before he completes the | 
Captain | 


fastened his future reputation upon the proposi- |) 
tion that he will complete the work for $500,000. | 


e e it 
It has the indorsement of at least | 
three committees of the Senate, acting independ- | 


the words ‘* not below the rank of captain;’’ so | 


lar individual, overriding the Department of War, | 
legislating a man into office; if we design it as a | 
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business, and there may be pessibly good causes 
of complaint against this officer, and a substitute 
If so, very well. 

Mr. BROWN. If my friend from Arkansas 
will allow me, I will say it is very likely the com- 
mittee of which I am a member, and other com- 
mittees, might be willing to insert the name of 
Captain Meigs; but we thought it would be dis- 
respectful to the Secretary of War and disrespect- 
ful to the Administration. Besides, | doubt very 
much your right todo it. I do not understand 
that Congress can appoint officers, - There may 
be a constitutional objection to it. At least, we 
hesitated about that, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I certainly 
should regard it as a complimentary expression 
of confidence which would go to insert his name, 
and no reflection on the War Department. Here 
is an officer for whom you hold that Department 
in some measure responsible. Look through the 
whole course of the different Administrations, and 
| they have some control over the officers that are 
placed under them; whose appointments are de- 
rived not only from them, but are not brought 
here for confirmation by the Senate. Yet we go 
| on here to make restrictions as to who shall be 
appointed; the idea evidently being to so fix it that 
| nobody can be appointed except this officer. I 

say that, in my opinion, the Rearstery of War 
would be doing utterly wrong toappointany other 
man, as faras my limited judgment may go. But 
I do not think this is the right kind of legislation; 
| and therefore I protest againstit. I sincerely think 
we might go so far as to insert the name of Cap- 
tain Meigs, and it would not be a reflection o» 
the War Department, but simply a compliment- 
ary vote to that officer, distinctly signifying the 
re and confidence of Congress. 
hope that this provision, so far as it goes to 
restrict the power of the War Department in 
| making the selection, may not be agreed to. There 
| is one point more which I wish to suggest, and 
that is this: it can well be said that all those who 
are lieutenants, and have served fourteen years, 
are unfit, as a general rule. 1 do not think that 
is just. With the education they receive before 
going into the service, and with a few years’ ex-. 
perience afterwards, they may rise to the highest 
point of eminence in their branch of the public 
service; but, at the same time, I would not advo- 
cate the appointment of any one of them, for I 
believe Captain Meigs is the best officer of all for 
this particular purpose. Lonly object to the man- 
ngy in which this thing is done. [ think it is due 
to the War Department, and the gentleman at the 
head of it, that the Senate should not sanction 
such legislation As this. 

Mr. DAVIS. I concur entirely with all that 
my friend from Arkansas has offered of compli- 
ment to Captain Meigs; and I should, if the ques- 
tion of his merit were alone involved, be entirely 
ready to insert his name in the amendment, as 
was suggested, and thus to place the completion 
of the aqueduct under his charge. More than 
that, sir; I should be entirely willing to say that 
he was entitled, asa right resulting from good ser- 
vice, to put the last stone upon this Capitol ex- 
tension, which he constructed, and from which I 
think he has been unjustly removed. But that 
suggestion presents a question of the legislative 
power of Congress. The President is, by the 
Constitution, the commander-in-chief of the iy 
and Navy. The Congress cannot make details in 
either service; cannot designate the officer who 
shall perform any particular service, either in the 
the Army or the Navy. They may, and through 
all the military legislation they do, indicate the 
class from which officers for particular duties are 
to be drawn. The quartermasters must be selected | 
from the officers of the Army; the lowest in grade 
of that corps has the rank of a captain. The new 
appointee, therefore, must be aetna from the 
lieutenants of the Army. I need not cite other 
cases; the legislation is full of them. You de- 
scribe a class, but do not designate the individual. 
So you fix the point to which promotion in corps 
and regiments shall go by seniority, thus control- 
ling the prerogative of promotion, and beyond 
that you confer on the Ensontive the power to 
make selections. All our military legislation is 
of this character. 

The Committee on Finance, therefore, properly 
have described the character of the person who 
should be chosen, instead of naming the individ- 
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tion could not exist. The year 1846, I will inform 
my friend and colleague on the Committee on 
Military Affairs, is the most remote date at which 
any lieutenant of engineers was commissioned in 
the Army. Taking the ordinary age of first entry 
into the service, therefore, they could not be forty 
or fifty years of age while yet in the grade of lieu- 


tenant, nor have had more than fourteen years of 


experience in service. It requires, for the conduct 
of a great work like this, not only elementary in- 
struction, knowledge of the principles of civil en- 
gineering, and the power to apply mathematics 
to the solution of problems arising in construction, 
but practice also—experience in administration, 
and a familiar knowledge of material, so as to be 
able to judge of itby the eye,as wellasby the touch. 

It seldom falls to an engineer to construct so 
great a work as this. There is no modern aque- 
duct to compare with it. There is, so far as I 
have learned, but one bridge which has ever been 
built with a greater span than that which bears 
the aqueduct across the chasm of Cabin John 
creek—the same to which my colleague referred— 
and that longer bridge was, by a barbarian hand, 
long since Loaneveds so that this will be the 
bridge of greatest span in the world when it is fin- 
ished. It required knowledge of material, practi- 
eal skill, and high native endowment, to fit a man 
for such a construction as this. 

From the preliminary survey, down through all 
the progress of this work, it has been entirely in 
the hens of Captain Meigs, until last year, when 
Congress made provision to transfer the finished 
portion of the work to the Interior Department, 
and that part was placed under the control of an- 
other engineer. In making this transfer, things 
which were inseparable from their nature were 
assigned to separate direction and responsibility. 
It was an unwise division, unless the same en- 
gineer was still to retain the charge of both por 
tions of the work; and, even in that case, it would 
seem to have been unnecessary, and could only 
have been productive of embarrassment. This 
amendment, as I understand it, is therefore not 
only a measure of economy, as far as expenditure 
is concerned, but it gives unity to the administra- 
tion of a work which cannot be divided without 
impairing efficiency. 

I believe Congress have now, as they have man- 
ifested heretofore, the fullest confidence in Captain 
Meigs; but shall we therefore assume the execu- 
tive function, and direct the President or the Se¢- 
retary of War how he shall and shall not be em- 
ployed? His health may fail; the interests of the 
public service may require him elsewhere; and of 
this the Executive must judge. But the Congress 
have a right to say so great a work as this aque- 
duct shal! not fall into hands not believed by them 


to be competent, and with that view to attach | 


conditions to their appropriation. As I read the 
description of the amendment, I do not believe it 
appropriate to more than one other officer in the 
engineer corps. There is, perhaps, one officer in 
the engineer corps beside the individual who has 
charge of the work, who might fulfill the terms 
of that amendment; but he can scarcely be re- 
garded as now available for the duty. Therefore 
I do believe the amendment, in effect, describes 
Captain Meigs, and will vote for it because it does 
so. I vote for it asa tribute to integrity, to intel li- 
nee, to manly adherence to his conviction of 
uty, albeit in opposition to the power which was 
over him. I deem it but the reward due to an 
officer for services well performed, and an encour- 
agement which it is proper the Government should 
render toevery man who suffers by his independ- 
ence in the performance of duty, and by his faith- 
fulness to the public interest. 

The effect of the amendment of the Committee 
on Finance extends, I think, as far as Congress 
can consistently go, to pay the compliment to Cap- 
tain Meigs which my triend from Arkansas pro- 
— f I deemed it proper to use his name, then 


should agree that his name should be inserted as | 


a more distinct and complimentary recognition. 

As to the supposed reflection upon the War 
Department, | will only say my support could not 
be obtained to such a purpose; and that, in my 
opinion, it can be no more a reflection upon the 
Department than to say an assistant quartermas- 
ter shall not be appointed except from lieuten- 
ants of the Army. 


ual, They have fixed a rank, below which it was | I choose to fetter every public officer by 
fhir toassume the requisite experience in construc- | 





all the 


| which general legislation can throw around him. 
| In the language of Mr. Jefferson, talk rot to me 
of confidence in men; republican government rests 
not upon faith in the benevolence of rulers, but 
_upon the wisdom of its laws. Freely recognize 
| merit where it is specially exhibited; and by gen- 
| eral legislation bind down all the agents of Gov- 
/ernment to the narrowest limits consistent with 
efficiency. Concurring in the avowed purpose 
and proposed means of the committee, I shall 
vote for the amendment as it was reported. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. wh refer- 
ence to the question of economy, which the Sen- 
ator has brought forward, I suggest to him that 
| this question has nothing to do with that at all. 
Allthe economy that is secured by the amendment 
eee here isalready secured amply and entire- 

y; and Senators themselves will readily acknowl- 
edge that fact, ] have nodoubt, if they would speak 
of it atall in that light. My proposition is sim- 
| ply to strike out the words *‘ not below the rank 
of captain.’’ Now, I find, from information which 
I did not before possess, but which is now fur- 
nished by the Senator from Mississippi, and upon 
which I rely, that there are none others of the 
| engineer corps than those appointed in 1846; and 
jas by law they become captains after fourteen 

ears’ service, of course they are all captains. 

Mr. DAVIS. Oh:,no; 1 meant there were none 
| below the grade of captain appointed before 1846; 
_ that all who are below the grade of captain were 
appointed subsequent to 1846, or a later date. 

Ir. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Well, I will 
not advert to that. I do not object in the slight- 
| est degree to the eulogy which the Senator from 

Mississippi has pronounced upon a distinguished 
| officer, one from whom certainly I have not de- 
|| tracted by any remark that I have made. I have 
not raised the objection on that score at all. Ido 
say, however, that when the head ef a Departs 
ment of the Governmentis made and held respons- 
ible for the services that are carried on beneath 
him, he ought to have some opportunity to judge 
in regard to them; and though Ihe gets it with the 
strong expressions of opinion given from the le- 
gislative department, he ought to have furnished 
to him power at least to control and to bring toa 
proper subordination, if he does not think it ex- 
ists, those who may be placed under him, and for 
| whom heis responsible. He is responsible for the 
estimates they make, and he is responsible for the 
manner in which their duties are discharged. 

The Senator says that we cannot fix this matter 
by Congress. Iam rather inclined to think he 
is right about that; but really it is a point upon 
| which I had never thought before, at least to any 

great extent. I know there are officers whose ap- 
|| pointment must be confirmed by the Senate, offi 
'! cers that are made under the Constitution, and 
confirmed according to the Constitution; but there 
are subordinate officers and appointments that are 
made by the Departments that do not come here 
at all; and I think, if I am not mistaken, that 
this, fer a particular service, is one of those cases. 
I believe that my friend, the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, himself made this appointment in the 
first place. I do not think it had to come before 
the Senate, or that it ever did. I know there 
were complaints made in that day against ap- 

ointing to civil service officers of the Army. 
be not approve of the objection that was raised 
| then; but it was an objection that did exist. 

But the Senator says it is not in our power to 
place the name of Captain Meigs distinctly in the 
amendment, and appoint him. If it is not inour 
| power to appoint him distinctly and by name, by 
| what process is it that it is more appropriate or 
more legafor more constitutional, that we shall do 
that indirectly which the Senator avows himself 
we cannot do directly ? He thinks, however, and 
that may be—for I wish to speak of this thing 
frankly and fairly—that perhaps there is but 
one other officer in the Army to whom it would 











apply. 1 am not aware as to that atall, [donot 
speak upon that point. I am speaking upon this 
point: that there should be proper subordination 
in these Departments; and that the hands of these 





who are immediately and entirely responsible to 
us, ought not to be tied and bound by legislation 
and indirection. I do not think that the method 
of legislation or the manner is appropriate. 

Now, as to the Secretary himself, I can say this 
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| with regard to him: in all the charges and as 
restraints, not inconsistent with his usefulness, | 
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that have been made upon him—and the 
been made on this floor as well as in the 
papers—I have not scen a single instance wher, 
they have ever brought back to him any chary, 
of corruption or improper conduct. There m, 

be something as to a mere matter of judgment ¢ 
taste; but, as to anything that impeaches his jp. 
tegrity of character, I have never seen or known 
of any allegation that had been sustained. |p the 
investigations that were made here, he was ty). 
umphantly acquitted of anything that was wrop 

But, without going inte that subject, he stands 


pouse 


here as an officer of the Government, and his money t 
hands ought not to be bound. Insubordination injure 
_is a thing that is cultivated by a process of this Jake. 
sort. Ido not think it ougift to exist. At the same ation ha 
| time I will say that I concur with the Senator js now 8 
| from Mississippi in the approval, the esteem, and built up 
| the estimate he places upon the officer who is gt these he 
| the head of this work. I do not think that ap may be 
| other than that offiter ought to be put at the head vier, an 
| of it; but I object to the method of doing so, and Bso as t0 
| therefore I call the attention of the Senate to jx it, as 1 
| and Iam willing for them to take a vote upon it. from th 
Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, for the reason that the 
assigned by the Senator from Mississippi, that coucers 
we have not the power to designate the name of chairms 
an efficer of the engineer corps to do this work, é' Mr. . 
1 think the amendment proposed by the Senator is entin 
from Arkansas ought to prevail. If it be so, tion wa 
which I do not doubt, that the President, the foundat 
commander-in-chief of the Army, and the Sec- ierat 
retary of War are responsible for the execution ' ated ev 
| of this work, I do net believe that by this indirect there i 
mode of legislation, they should be compelled to done th 
keep any particular officer in that service. They, them t 
being responsible for the manner in which the which 
work is executed, ought to be left free to appoint the ligh 
any officer of the engineer corps they thought ame 
qualified to discharge the duties of the position — 
assigned tohim. For the reason given by the bills. 
Senator from Arkansas, I think the amendment bors i 
eminently proper, Sir, it would tend to create the ott 
insuberdination in the service, to place the officer pa 
in charge of this work beyond the control of his — 
superiors—superiors who, it is admitted, are re- war 
sponsible to the country for the faithful and eco- more | 
nomical execution of the work. the lig 
I know nothing about Captain Meigs except — 
what I learn from his public reputation. From have . 
what I have heard of him, I suppose he is a very _— 
superior officer. I do not know him personally, es 
but if this amendment is designed to put Captain “hs 
Meigs or any other individual in that position, I me : 
think it wrong. The head of the Department _s 
ought to be left free to exercise a sound discre- — 
tion, being responsible to the country for the ex- yr 
ercise of that discretion in such manner as best to Pca 
promote the public interest. I have no doubt _ 
that there are numerous officers of the rank of on 
lieutenant in the Army, attached to the corps of tl 
engineers, eminently qualified to discharge this pees 
duty. It would strike me, sir, if there were no ae 
lieutenants in the corps of engineers competent to mein 
build a bridge, that we have been educating them " M 
to very little purpose. Iam not familiar, how- @iine 
ever, with those matters; but | think it proper pee 
that the head of the Department should be left free fact 
te appoint such agents as he thought proper to i 
chrry itout. It may be proper to put the work M 
under the control of an officer of this corps of en- M 
gineers. If so, the head of the Department, who the | 
is responsible, should be left in the exercise ofa chat 
full and unembarrassed discretion in selecting the ah 
officer that is to carry iton. So far as | am ad- on 
vised, I would as soon have Captain Meigs as any z " 
other officer. I have no personal acquaintance = 
with him. I have no doubt he is worthy of the we 
high eulogium passed upon him; but I dare say in 
that there are many other officers of the corps of app 
engineers who are competent to execute this work eary 
as ably and skillfully as Captain Meigs. v 
The PRESIDIN OFFICER, (Mr. Foster lens 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment doll 
to the amendment. lich 
The amendment te the amendment was rejected. “h 
‘The aucndment was concurred in. ligh 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next for 
amendment excepted from those adopted in com- nen 
mittee will be read. sar 
The Secretary read it, to strike out the follow- out 
ing section: at ¢ 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
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= sretoft riated by act of 3d March, 1859, 
p:30,000, - Y mer reais end incidental expenses to the 
yr tlhe seer Oswego and buildings connected os 
ight ane remains unexpended, may be used and applie 
pnd ™ a ieind and securing and pretecting the pier con- 
or Te prvith the light-house at Oswego, New York, so as 
perrevent the destruction of said light-house and pier. 

U 


Mr. KING. The section continuing this ap- 
ropriation was a part of the bill as it came from 
the House. The Committee on Finance, [ be- 
lieve, recommended striking it out. The piers 
constructed at Oswego have been made at a ver 

reat expense tothe Government. They are val- 
uable piers, and some of them, for the want of 
money to are them or complete them, are being 
injured by the heavy swell of the waves from the 
lake. This light-house, for which the appropri- 
ation had been made, and which appropriation it 
js now asked should be continued to the piers, is 
built upon them, and is in danger of falling from 
these heavy swells. They ask that this money 
may be appropriated to sustain that portion of the 
pier, and to fasten theend work of the light-house 


F so as to prevent its falling; to continue to repair 


it, as | understand. I have sent for the member 
from the Oswego district to get the facts. I trust 
that the amendment of the committee may not be 
concurred in. I would be glad to hear from the 
chairman of the committee some reason for it. 
Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from New York 


tion was made for the purpose of securing the 
foundation of the light-house at the end of the 
pierat Oswego. The Light-House Board appropri- 
ated every dollar necessary for that eae and 
there is an outstanding balance, after they have 
done the work, of $30,000, which the parties want 
them to appropriate to repair that part of the pier 


the light-house. Now, if gentlemen are resolved 
tomake these improvements, put them in your 


bills. That is fair. The idea of getting the har- 
bors at Oswego and Chicago improved without 
the others, is against the principle of internal im- 
provements, and I think Senators who favor these 
improvements, ought not toallow it. Gentlemen 
want this money for the pier, because there was 
more money appropriated than was necessary for 
the light-house. 
it is necessary, spend every dollar of it. 
have to-day the right, under the appropriation, to 
use every dollar necessary to secure the founda- 
tion of the light-house; but that board, with sin- 
‘wed fidelity to the law and their duty, say they 
rave done that, and there are $30,000 over. Now 
the object is to ne that overpius to the 
improvement of che pier. I say it should go on 
a regular internal improvement bill, and take its 
chance with the others. That is the proper place 
for it, and not an appropriation bill. They are 
attempting, indirectly, to get through particular 
items of internal improvement. Gentlemen say 
we have the money, and we may as well appro- 
priate it for this; but it is not necessary for the 
ight-house. The light, in this instance, is in- 
tended to hide the darkness of the transaction. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator from 
Georgia does not state this matter quite as it is, 
or rather he does not state the whole of it. The 
fact is, that this light-house stands on the end of 
the pier. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is true. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The pier leads out from 
the shore in a circular form, and on the end of 
that pier stands the light. They have both, as I 


understand, been erected by the Government. A | 


year or two ago, Congress appropriated for the 
repair of the light-house ,000, and for the re- 
pair of the pier, $10,000. ‘I'he Light-House Board 
appropriated, out of the light-house appropria- 
tion, which was $30,000, $10,000, and with that 
appropriation have made all the repairs neces- 
sary. 

_ Mr. TOOMBS. If the Senator will allow me, he 
isundera mistake. They did not appropriate one 


dollar for the repair, except as connected with the 
light-house. 


_Mr. FESSENDEN. I am speaking of the 
light-house. I say, $30,000 being appropriated 
for the light-house, and $10,000 for the pier, they 
used $10,000, and in so doing made all the neces- 
Sary repairs for the light-house, leaving $20,000 
out of that. sum, and $16,000 they did not expend 
at all; so that nothing was done to the pier. There 


is entirely in error in his facts. This appropria- | 


internal improvement bills; your river and harbor | 


| the matter may be turned around; that is, that 





| 
| 
| 


which is not necessary to secure the foundation of || 





he Light-House Board can, if || 
They || 


} 
| 





|; light-house itself, and $30,000 remains; and they 
| ask that that $30,000 be used for the pier. I un- | 





| appropriations have all been made—$30,000to one, 








remains, therefore, of those two appropriations, 
$30,000 not used at all; and what they ask is, that 


derstanding or mistake, originally to the light- 
house, may be appropriated to the pier. It is a 
fact that the pier is fast being torn away and de- 
stroyed by the action of the water, and unless an 
appropriation is made, it probably will be de- 
stroyed altogether, and I suppose will endanger 
the light. That furnishes access to the light-house 
from the shore, and if it is swept away they can 
only get to the light-house, as they do to other | 
light-houses off upon the water, by boats. The 


| 
the $30,000 appropriated, they say, by a misun- | 
| 
| 
| 


and $10,000 to another; $10,000 has repaired the 


derstand it is all one concern. ‘This 1s the expla- 
nation given to me, as shown by a drawing; and 
I understand it to be so. Itis a change of this | 
appropriation to what is one thing in reality. 
am opposed to striking out this appropriation, | 
and hope it will be kept in. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I have stated that the answer | 
to the gentleman is that the Light-House Board 


| are charged with this thing, and they say not one | 








| shore, is one matter; and yet,in my judgment, I 


} 





| 
| 
| 


| 
dollar is necessary for securing the light-louse. | 
They do not ask it. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They have appropriated 
all that is necessary at this moment. The board, t 
I should presume, will very soon need more. It | 
is natural to suppose so. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, the repair of any | 
damage that might be done in the light-house it- 
self would not be a very expensive matter. It is | 
built to stand. It is the foundation, which is the | 
pier, that is the subject of expense. I am per- | 
sonally familiar with the plan of this harbor. I 
have often been there and seen it, though I have 
not been there fora year or two. Lhave been told 
by the Representative from that district that there 
is danger to the pier from the heavy swells which 
I know have made breaches in it, and expensive 
breaches to repair. During a heavy storm, if a | 
breach is once made in that pier, there is danger | 
to the whole of it. It is not more than four or 
five hundred feet, I should think, from the end of | 
the pier to the shore; yet a breach in it would | 
endanger the whole pier. In a heavy storm in | 
that neighborhood, a tremendous swell comes in; 
so that if there be any danger to this pier, as lam 
told there is, this appropriation is asmuch neces- 
sary to preserve the light-house as it is to pre- 
serve the pier, though | am not disposed to make | 
the distinction which the gentleman from Georgia | 
takes. I should desire the use of this money 
which has been appropriated to the preservation 
of the pier, and it would be a matter of great econ- | 
omy to the Government to expend there ten or 
twenty thousand dollars in giving security and | 
permanence to an expensive work like that, rather | 
than allow a storm to destroy it when ultimatel 
it will be rebuilt—at least I hope and trust it wil 
—and will then costa great deal of money. I | 
think economy requires that we should convert 
this appropriation to it. 

[have not examined the documents in this 
matter; but my information is from the Repre- 
sentative of the district, who, I have no doubt, has | 
stated to me accurately the facts. Differences of | 
opinion may exist about the propriety of these 
expenditures; but, as I said, the simple use of this 
money in the repairing and putting the light-house | 
in good condition for the light, without reference 
to its foundation, or to its connection with the 


have no doubt the preservation of that pier is as 
important to the preservation of the light-house 
as its own light, and just exactly as necessary to 
its continuance. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to eall the attention of 
the Senate to one idea. We getloose statements, 
as the gentleman says, from members of the 


| 
| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 














other House who have not considered the subject. 
We have got this light-house system now under 
a scientific and intelligent body of men. We ap- 
propriated all of this money, and they could have 
used every dollar for the security of the founda- 
tion and the light, if it was necessary. I have 
looked into this subject. It was my duty to do 
so. They have used every dollar that was neces- 
sary; and this is siggply an attempt to get the har- 


| bor improved, under the color of an appropriation 
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for the light. It is not worth while to have any 
humbug about it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I desire to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Georgia if any part of the $10,000 ap- 
ee for the improvement of the pier has 

n expended? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Here is the way it was sep- 
arated—I do not know which fund they took— 
a portion of the appropriation was to secure the 


| foundation, and the other was for the repair of the 


light-house. They might have taken either. As 
to which fund they charged it to, made no differ- 
ence under the character of the appropriation. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I understand from the Sen- 
ator from Maine that $10,000 was appropriated 
to repair the pier and $30,000 to repair the light- 
house. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There was not a dollar for the 
repair of the pier, independent of securing the 
ight-house—not a dollar; not a dime. 

Mr. SIMMONS. ‘Then they were both to- 
gether appropriated for the same work. Now, if 
the stcurity of the pier tends to secure the fight- 
house, and they were all blended, you have no 
right to take the fund away. If they were not 
blended, and there was anappropriation of $10,000 
for the pier and $30,000 for the light, and you 
spent $10,000 on the light, the most you could 
lain would be to get the other $20,000. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We are not claiming it. You 
are trying todo it. We are leaving it just where 
the appropriation put it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 1 understand the House bill 
continues the appropriation of $30,000 that was 
first appropriated. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; it diverts it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. To what? 

Mr. TOOMBS. To the pier. 

Mr. SIMMONS. But, sir, that is the work it 
was aera for, and that is what I am talk- 
ing about; but the Senator wantsto push it around, 
and get $10,000 from the pier that was appropri- 
ated for it, because $10,000 of the other appropri- 
ation was spent for the light-house. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. 1 presume the Senator is net 
informed. Not one single statement that he has 
made is correct. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I get my information from 
the Senator. ; 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Georgia will 
allow me to say that this light-house stands on 
the pier. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; and I explained that 
to the Senate. 

Mr. KING. The pier upon which it stands is 
as much a part of the light-house as the building 
itself. tis its foundation. 

Mr. SIMMONS. It seems to me that some- 
body has got the notion that there is some diffi- 
culty about repairing an internal improvement. 


| Those who do notagree to the constitutional power 
| to make internal improvements vote against an ap- 


propriaticn for an internal improvement; but it 
does not follow that they should not keep one 
already made in repair. Would they refuse to 
spend a few thousand dollars to secure a great 
harbor? Do you mean to let all your internal im- 
provements go to ruin because you doubt the 
power to make them by your ancestors? ‘That 
is the question. 
Mr. TOCMBS. Thereis no such question here. 
Mr. SIMMONS. That ts exactly the question 
here. Here was an appropriation that was made 
ears ago, when this new-fashioned light had not 
bens sprung upon Congress, and because it wents 
a little repair and an appropriation made to repair 
it, itis sought to divert that to the light-house, and 
then take away the appropriation that was made 
for a light-house, and ‘let it go to the Treasury. 
Mr, TOOMBS. I have only to repeat that the 
Senator from Rhode Island has to make his facts 
as he goes tlong. Fle does not state the case. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I take the facts froma mem- 
ber of the committee. I take them as you state 
them. 
Mr. TOOMBS. You do not have them right. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I take your statement. There 
was $40,006 appropriated to this work, securing 
the light-house which was built upon the pier, 
and they have spent $10,000, and have repaired it. 
Mr. TOOMBS. ‘That is not the way either. 
Mr.SIMMONS. That is the way you stated it. 
Mr. TOOMBS. No, I did not. ; 
Mr. SIMMONS. That is exactly as I heard it. 
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to explain it to you. 
Mr. KING. I have no aneanton to discuss 
the question of principle in re 





Mr. TOOMBS. It is unnecessary to attempt | 


ation to the object. 


THE C 


for which this money shall be expended; but I | 


desire the Senate to understand the fact that this 
light-house stands on a pier. The construction 


of the pier is the construction of the light-house, | 





and this is necessary 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is not so. You may 
make statements here, but the official evidence is 
that everything was repaired that was necessary 
to the security of the light-house. 

Mr. KING. 
house stands on the pier? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. 

Mr. KING. How do you suppose it would 
stand if you removed the pier? 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 suppose the light-house to 
be at the end, about five hundred yards, and that 
a breach in the pier would not necessarily affect 
the foundation of the light-house. 

Mr. KING. There is nothing like that ‘dis- 
tance between the end of the pier and the shore. 
What I stated, and which the Senator from Geor- 
gia does not understand to be the fact, is, what I 
know to be so, that this light-house stands on the 
pier, and that there is injury to the pier even in 
its best condition from the severe storms of that 
lake. It is the storm undoubtedly that has made 
a breach in itif there be one. 1 suppose there is, 
or this appropriation would not have been made 
for its repair. A single heavy storm may at any 
time destroy the pier from the shore, or from 
wherever a breach may be, to its end, and with 
the pier, of course, would fall the light-house. 
The preservation of the pier is as necessary to 
the continuation of the light-house as its founda- 
tion or walls are. 

But, as I said, I am not disposed to allude to 
the disposition here to refuse to expend appro- 
priations for the purposes for which Congress 
may, by jaw, direct them to be expended, or au- 
thorize them to be expended. 1 know there are 
differences of opinion about these expenditures 
for harvors. For myself, 1 do not see any harm 
in making some expenditures for them; and lam 
unwilling that this pier and light-house at Oswego 
should be deprived of the benefit of money which 
has been appropriated to them, upon a misunder- 
standing of the fact. The fact is, the light-house 
stands on the pier, and its preservation is neces- 
sary to the light-house, which is essential to the 
navigation of that lake. As this money has been 


Do you understand that the light- | 


appropriated, I hope the Senate will not strike it | 


out, and refuse to continue it. I will simply ask 
for the yeas and nays. I do not suppose any ar- 
gument or statement would change any vote of 
the Senate; but | want the facts understood. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. MALLORY. As the yeas and 
ordered, 1 want to place myself right upon the 
record. Many years ago there was a universal 
complaint in the country that the light-house sys- 
tem in the United States was the worst in the 
world; that we expended the most money and 
obtained the fewest advantages. After mature 
consideration, the entire system was changed, 
and, instead of intrusting the system of light- 














light-house; but the money is wanted for a pier, 
which will incidentally, perhaps, affect the light- 
house, but immediately will affect the harbor. 
Now, I trust we shall not appropriate, unless it 
will appear manifestly necessary and essential, 


against the advice of those to whom we naturally | 


look for advice. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Light-House Board, 
as I understand it, have given no sort of advice 
upon the subject. They simply say that they 
have expended all money upon the light-house 
they needed, and that nothing more is necessary 
to the light-house. There is no dispute Rbout 
that. i 


not within their jurisdiction; and gentlemen may 
dismiss, therefore, from their minds all idea that 
this is disapproved by the Light-House Board. 
They neither approved or disapproved. They 
expended all that was needed for the light-house, 
and there stopped, and said that was all that was 
necessary. ‘They said nothing about the pier. 
Pre question comes back exactly to what I said: 


by a misapprehension, $30,000 was appropriated | 


to the light-house, and $10,000 for the pier; the 
— was put under nobody’s care particularly ; the 

ight-House Board ex pended $10,000 on the light- 
house, being all that was necessary on the build- 
ing, leaving $30,000 unexpended; and now, what 
is asked js, that that may be applied to the pier. 
‘In my judgment, you must so apply it, or your 
light-house will go down, sooner or later, It 
surely cannot stand when the whole foundation is 
knocked out, as it will be, unless some such ap- 
propriation is now made. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Weare told by the Senator 
from Florida that there isa Light-House Board that 
have been traveling through Europe for securing 


the best lights and comparing the different lights. | 


Although they may be very scientific men, I do 
not believe that their opinion about building a 
stone wall is any better than if they knew nothing 
about a light-house. 

Mr. MALLORY. in reply to that, the Light- 
House Board have constructed very extraordinary 


structures throughout the country. They have | 


Ee screw-pile lights, eight and ten miles from the 
and, on our coast. They are going on in e man- 
ner entirely satisfactory to the country. They 
call on us annually, and make recommendations 
for this purpose; and I ask the Senator from 
Rhode Island, why go beyond that? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Ido not say anything against 
the Light-House Board. They have done their 
duty well. Lam not complaining of them. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire the Senator from 
Florida to tell me what has been the cost of the 


| erection of certain light-houses on the coast, un- 


| 


nays are | 


der this Light-House Board of which he speaks? 

Mr. MALLORY. I have not taken note of 
the cost, and I cannot tell. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
know that an 
pended. Theh; 


I will say that I do not 
money has been improperly ex- 
ht-houses have been very expens- 


| lve structures, because built upon the edge of the 
| great ocean, where they were required. But for 


houses and the whole department to the Fifth Au- | 
ditor, where, until that time, it had been, we raised | 


a special wou ers b we sent men abroad to in- 


quire into the light-house systems of Europe, and | 


we incorporat 


somewhat of those systems into | 
our own. No one who has examined the subject 


can say that we have not made a very great im- | 


provement in this respect. | want to know now, 
when we have appropriated money annually, and 
given the expenditure of it to this Light-House 


Board, and confided to them a system which, in | 
their hands, has worked admirably, and no com- || 


plaints, that I know of anywhere, why we should 


seek to go beyond them, and, not only that, but || 


appropriate money where they tell you they do 
not need it. It is difficult to get appropriations 
here in behalf of those branches of the Govern- 
ment which absolutely require appropriations, 
such as the Army and the Navy; but here isa 
scientific corps of men, who confessedly conduct 
this system admirably, who come forward and tell 
you they do not want that money for this purpose; 


and you are insisting upon giving itto them when 
they tell you it is not necessary. That is the con- 
dition of facts. The money is not wanted fora 





this light-house, the pier probably never would 

have been sunatenbiedl I do not Sistem of a sin- 
le cent that has ever been extravagantly or inju- 
iciously expended by them. 

Mr. KING. I stated, when I was up before, 
that this light is essential to the safe navigation 
of that lake. The Representative for that dis- 
trict, for whom I sent with reference to the mat- 
ter, informs me—and I mention the fact that 
Senators may sce that this is not an unimportant 


a but one of the most important on that 


ake—that the value of its commerce last year, by 
actual returns, was $35,000,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison concurring in the amendment made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on striking out the second 


|, Section of the bill, in relation to the pier at Os- 


| resulted—yeas 29, nays 22; as fo 


| 


wego. 

Mr. DURKEE. I desire to say that I have 
paired off on this question. 

The question being taken by — and nays, 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Brown, Cling- 
man, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, 
Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Laue, 
Latham, Nich i 


Mallory, M Polk, Powell, Pugh, 
Rice, Sculsbury’ Slidell, Toombs, \efell, and Yulee 00. 


They do not give any advice or opinion | 
about the pier, one way or the other. That was || 


| 


| 
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|| the Senate take a recess until .six o’clock, 





a 
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| NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler Cc 
| Cotlamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster H 
| Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Simmons, Sumner Te 
| Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—9j ™ 


| So the amendment was concurred in. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. I now make the motion that 


| that means we shall be enabled to finish the bil 
| to-night. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 


|| that the Senate take a recess until six o’clock, 


Mr. SLIDELL. Various Senators suggest hal 
pore six. [‘*Oh no; six o’clock.”’] Very wel. 
| let it be six. P 

Mr. WIGFALL. Before the question is put, | 
| ask leave, with the consent of the Senate, to intro. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I object. 

The motion of Mr. el was agreed to; 
| there being, on a division—ayes 32, noes 20; ang 
| the Senate took a recess until six o’clock. 


| duce a bill, in order to have it referred. 
| 
| 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at six o’clock. 


PETITION. 

Mr. IVERSON presented the petition of Ey. 
phemia M. Sinclair, widow of William Sinclair, 
a purser in the Navy, deceased, praying a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee op 
| Pensions. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill CH. R. No. 353) for the relief of Thomas R. 
Livingston, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the bill (H.R. No. 517) for the relief 
of George F. Means, reported it without ament- 
ment. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
235) for the relief of congressional township two 
north of range nine west of the fourth principal 
meridian, in Adams county, State of Illinois, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print the me- 
morial of J. D. Andrews, late United States consul 
general to the British North American Provinces, 
| in relation to the commercial intercourse between 


the United States and those provinces, under the 
reciprocity treaty, reported adversely thereon; 
| and the report was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a motion to print resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
remonstrating against the passage of the bill now 
pending in the Senate, giving the assent of Con- 
gress to the levying of tonnage duties by the State 
of Louisiana for the improvement of the Passi 
l’Outre of the Mississippi river, reported ad- 
versely on the motion to print, and that the reso- 

| lutions be referred to the Committee on Con- 
merce; which was agreed to. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. FITCH. A resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Printing, on the mation of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, [Mr. AnrHony,] on the 
subject of printing extra numbers of the mechan- 
ical portion of the Patent Office report. The 
facts are set forth in the preamble. Perhaps it 
will be as well to state them verbally as to read 
them. Ls | 

Early in the session the Committee on Printing 
reported in favor of printing certain extra num- 
bers of the mechanical portion of the Patent Office 
report. The resolution was amended in the Sen- 
ate, so as to provide for the printing of two thou- 
sand for the bureau and an indefinite number, one 
for every patentee, the number of patentees not 
being known nor estimated. Subsequently, dur- 
ing my temporary absenee from the Senate, the 
Senator from Rhode Island moved that the num- 
ber thus ordered for the use of the bureau and 
patentees should be diverted to the use of the Sen- 
ate, leaving the bureau and patentees without any. 
The resolution, which I now send to the desk, 
which we report back favorably, provides forg!¥- 
ing those first ordered the direction then contem- 


the Senate. I ask that it be considered now. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


S——————— 


plated, and printing ten thousand for the use of 
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joint resolution (H. R. No. 22) in relation to the 





1960. 


er the resalution; and it was adopted, as 


- ! 
es | 
to consid 
follows: * 
Wiereas the copies of the annual report of the Com- 
aeamae Patents on arts and manufactures, originally | 
nis ye i 
intended for the Patent Office, have been diverted to the | 


of the Senate, and the number ordered was indefinite : |) 
enesolved, That ten thousand copies of said report be 


ted for the use of the Senate, and that the number of | 
sie’ heretofore ordered be printed for the use of the Pat- 
“| Office, one copy to be sent to each patentee. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing have 
had under consideration two bills upon the sub- |} 
‘net of a change in the present system of printing, | 
which were referred to them, and the resolutions 
of the select committee adopted yesterday, direct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of re- 

orting some modification of the present system, 
either a return to the contract system, or some | 
other mode; and the majority report back the 





yublie printing without amendment; the minor- 
ity reports another bill—the_ minority — the 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis.] 1 esk 
that these bills—perhaps I had better say the bill | 
of the majority, for doubtless the Senator from | 
Mississ! »pi intends moving his as a substitute-— | 
that the bill of the committee and the amendment 
may be made the special order for Thursday morn- | 
ing at twelve o’clock. I presume it will be quickly | 
disposed of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope not. Ido not think 
we should make any special orders at this time. | 

Mr. FITCH. Objection is made to making the | 
pill the special order for Thursday. Can it be | 
made the special order, by general consent, for 
Friday? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope we shall not make it a 
special order. We have a great many bills before 


us. 

Mr. CLARK. I suggest that we let it lie over 
for the prese:it; and it can be taken up at the first 
convenient opportunity—at any time that the Sen- 
ator can get the floor. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is no use of making 
special orders at this time of the session. 

Mr. FITCH. At the request of Senators 
around me, ! will not press it. 


PUBLIC PRINTING INVESTIGATION. 


Mr. FITCH. A resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Printing relative to the majority 
and minority reports of the late select committee 
on the subject of printing. They direct me to re- 
port in favor cons the usual number of both 
the majority and the minority reports, but against 
any extra numbers. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the committee. 

Mr. KING. As the motion was made by the 
Senator from Louisiana to print the majority re- 
ae I think the subject had better lie over until 
ve comes in, 

Mr. FITCH. 
eration. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope it will be taken up. 

Mr. KING. I have no objection. 

Pn, TOOMBS. I hope the question will be 
en, 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

18 on concurring in the report of the committee. 

Mr. FITCH. Perhaps, as suggested by the 
Senator from New York, we had better wait for 
the presence of the Senator from Louisiana. 

r. K'NG. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. FITCH. Both the reports were published | 
and disseminated broadly throughout the country 
in the public press and through the Globe. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- 
ator have the report lie over? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I am content. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Tit motion 
to print will lie over. 

Mr. FITCH. There was also referred to the 
vommittee on Printing a resolution to inquire 
into the expediency of printing the journal of the 
Select committee. The committee direct me to 
report in favor of printing the usual number, and 
‘wo thousand extra copies;'the extra copies to be 

ound with the evidence taken before the same 
committee, which has already been ordered to be 
aie It forms a part, they think, ef that 

r. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The whole 





I do not ask its present consid- 
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subject will lie over until the Senator from Lou- | 
isiana arrives. 

Mr. KING subsequently said: The Senator | 
from Louisiana (Mr. Stipe..] has now come in, 
and I believe he assents to action on the report of | 
the Committee on Printing; and therefore i move || 
to take up the report made by the chairman of || 
that committee, and let it be disposed of. It will || 
take but a minute. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. FITCH. As the report was verbal, per- 
haps I may as well state it, as the Senator from || 
Louisiana is now in his seat. The committee |) 
reported in favor of printing the usual number of | 
the majority and minority reports, or speeches of 
the late select committee, but no extra numbers; 
and in favor of printing two thousand extra copies 
of the journal, to accompany and to be bound 
with the evidence. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the committee. 

Mr. PUGH. What is that? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To print the 
usual number of the reports, and two thousand 
copies of the journal. 

fr. FITCH. The report is simply in favor 
of printing the usual number of the reports, or 
views of the majority and minority, and printing 
the usual number and two thousand extra copies 
of the journal of the committee, toaccompany the | 
volume of evidence which has already been pub- 
lished. 

Mr. HALE. And to be bound with it? 

Mr. FITCH. And to be bound with the vol- 
une. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report 
should be accompanied witha written statement. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to the report. If com- 


} 
Is there any || 
| 
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numbers, of the journal, a short document to ac- 
company the evidence. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have but a word to say on 
this subject. It is a matter of perfect indifference 
to me whether the speech, which is now called a 
report, of the Senator from New York, should be 
printed or not. The proposition was made dis- 
tinetly, emphatically, to the Senator from New 
York, to put nis views, whatever they might be, 
in the form ofa report. He preferred to make it 
in the form of aspeech. As I said before, 1 think 


| itwas a stump speech. The report of the major- 


ity of the committee was very maturely consid- 
ered, and, I think, presents a precise statement 
of all the facts in the case, If the Senate choose 
2 pont the speech of the Senator from New 
or 
Mr. TOOMBS. That is passed, 
j Mr. SLIDELL. Notatall; I beg your par- 
on. 
Mr. KING. That report has been adopted. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Then I have no more to say. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The qnestion 
is on concurring in the reportto print the journal 
and two thousand extra copies. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I will move to reconsider the 
vote ordering the printing of the reports, and let 





| it hie over, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
to reconsider will be entered. 

Mr. POLK, I should like to know what the 
journal is that is proposed to be printed, and two 
thousand extra copies. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 will explain it to the Senator’s 


| satisfaction, and then I hope the matter will be 


| dropped. Ido not care whether it is ever printed 
| or not, 


The evidence was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed; but 





mittees will not bring in reports in writing,I will 
object to them and oppose them. We are voting 
upon mere verbal statements, nothing else in the 
world. I hope we shall not act upon this report, 
but shall proceed to the order of the day. lam 
perfectly willing to take up reports and take a 
vote on them when regularly made, but not upon 
oral reports that we have got to make up some 
other time. 

Mr. FITCH. I care nothing about it, and am 
indifferent whether it be taken up now or never. 
The Committee on Printing are compelled to make 
so many small reports that it would be impossible 
to reduce them all to writing; and they are so 
short, it would be unnecessary. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This matter has been ex- 
plained three times in the Senate, and they do not 
understand it yet. I have paid attention to it, and 
do understand it. 

Mr. KING. As this subject is before the Sen- 
ate, I desire to make a statement in relation to 
the two thousand extra copies of the testimony. 
It was not, that I am aware of, the intention of the 
committee to appropriate to their own use those 
copies; butin some way the motion was entered as 
two thousand extra copies for the use of the com- 
mittee. I move that hen be distributed pan 
to the Senators in the ordinary manner in which 
extra numbers are distributed. I desire that these 
extra numbers, both of the testimony and of the 
journal, shall be for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the report will lie over 
under the rule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there ob- 
ported by the committee? 

Mr. PUGH. Ido not understand the report. 
I cannot understand it. One gentleman says 
this is to be printed, and that, and the other. I 
think, with due submission, it ought to be ex- 


comprehension of the Senate. Let the question 
be taken first on printing the report and views of 
the majority and minority. We reported against 
any extra numbers, and in favor of the usual 
numbers only. That is a distinct and separate 
vote, and is comprehensible. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on concurring in that re- 
port? , 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. FITCH. We also report in favor of print- 
ing the usual number, and two thousand extra 


it did not contain the journal of the proceedings 
of the committee. That is a very brief matter, 
with the conclusions to which the committee ar- 
rive, and certain sundry resolutions. The jour- 
nal is nothing but their proceedings, which ought 
to have been attached to the evidence; but it was 
not, because the committee had not closed its ses- 
sions. The journal, then, consists simply of the 
record of their proceedings, without the evidence, 
to which it ought to have been attached, and the 
resolutions adopted in the committee, which are 
their conclusions on the subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on concurring in the report 
of the Committee on Printing to print the usual 
number of the journal, and two thousand addi- 
tional copies? . 

Mr.SLIDELL. Ihave no sort of objection to 
that, and hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. KING. I was going to add, inasmuch as 
| the motion was entered that this testimony was 
for the use of the committee, that there be added 
to this motion that the journal and testimony be 
for the use of the Senate instead of the committee; 
so that they may be distributed among Senators 
in equal numbers. I desire to add the werds: 
** for the use of the Senate.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That modifi- 
cation will be made, if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears none. 

The report in relaticn to the journal was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move now that we proceed 
to the consideration of the unfinished business. 

Mr. KING. I hope we shall dispose of the 





jection to taking the question on the order re- || motion to reconsider the report in favor of print- 


ing the majority and minority reports. There is 
no reason why they should not be printed. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I object to the consideration 
| of itnow. ‘The thing is going to take up time. 
Mr. KING. 1 think it will take no time, ex- 


plained. 2% | cept to have a vote on the motion. I do not 
Mr. FITCH. Ican explain it in one moment— |! suppose there is an disposition to discuss it. 
in much shorter time than I could write it—to the Mir. TOOMBS. if is objected to. It has been 


discussed already for half an hour; and my pa- 
tience is worn out. I yielded through courtesy, 
because it was said it would only take a minute, 
and there have been already three or four ex- 
planations on it, while nobody cares a sixpence 
about it. \ 

Mr. KING. If asingle objection can put it 
aside, 1 have nothing to say; but I suppose, when 
a subject is before the Senate by the consent of 
| the Senate, that a single objection cannot set it 
| aside, and that. it can only be done by a vote of 
the Senate. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report 
made by the chairman of the committee was made || 
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nel 1860 
The bill was reported tothe Senate,asamended, || An act (H. R. No. 528) for the relief of Pe et 


: ; da 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- || Hayes, widow of Dudley Hayes, of Gran} 


: . : : ; ) jeclat 
with the unanimous consent of the Senate. The |, dered to be engrossed and the bill to be read a || Hartford a Connecticut; y, 0 pone 
question is therefore before the Senate, and if in- || third time. It was read the third time, and passed. || An act (H. R. No. 600) for the relief of the the law 


sisted npon, the vote must be taken. | aeeaconiaiinil . 
Mr. TOOMBS. I call the attention of the Chair | cenapuanin tapas ~peses 
to another view. That report was acted on, and | A message from the House of Representatives, 
then a motion to reconsider was entered. Does || by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
that motion to reconsider take such priority that | House had passed the following bills, in which 
it is in order at any time when a bill is before || the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 
the Senate? It was a separate motion. Eadmit || | A bill (No. 350) making appropriations for 
that the question, by unanimous consent, was light-houses, beacons, buoys, &c.; and 
disposed of. A motion to reconsider was entered. | A bill (No. 500) making appropriations for the 
Can that motion be take up without the consent | naval service for the year ending the 30th of June, 


children and heirs of Alexander Montgomery, 

An act (H. R. No. 627) for the relief of the 
widow and other heirs of William Higgins, qa. 
ceased; oe 

An act (H. R. No. 680) for the relief of Goy. 
lieb Scheerer; 

An act (H. R. No. 370) for the relief of Israe) 
Johnson; 

An act (H.R. No. 764) to change the times 
for holding the terms of the district courts of the 
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of a majority, ora unanimous vote of the Senate? || 1861. United States for the northern district of Aiabama. Unde 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the || RETURN OF BILLS. A joint resolution (H. R. No. 32) for the re. made a 
business now before the Senate—the Senate hav- || The messave further announced the return to lief of Henry Woods; and name h 
ing entertained the measure. | the Senate by the SS aaa. in pursuance of its re- ||, & joint resolution (H. R. No. 34) for the re. ate, by 
Mr. FITCH. The Senator from New York |) Guest. of the following bills: '| lief of John T. Robertson of Virginia. this wo 
can reach his object | A bill (S. No. 84) to facilitate communication || . 494 on this day he approved and signed the sult fro 
_Mr. TOOMBS. I say it is not good faith, || between the Atlantic and Pacific States by elec- || flowing nets; orty P 
either. 


An act (H. R. No. 89) to liquidate the unad. 
_justed contracts of the Tennessee river improve. 
| ment; and 

An act (H. R. No. 317) for the relief of Smith 
& Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Messrs 
a clear 
work, | 
assume 
directic 
of thet 


tric telegraph; and 
A bill (S. No. 271) for the relief of John P. 


srown. 









Mr. FITCH. I will say to the Senator from 
Georgia, that two thousand copies were ordered 
to be printed for the committee, and they do not || 
want them, but desire them to be sent to the fold- || 
ing-room, and be distributed to Senators. |] 

Several Senators. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message further announced that the Presi- 
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That has been already || dentofthe United States had approved and signed, | ; : of thes 

done. ’ || on the 5th instant, the following acts: | The Senate resumed the consideration of the tion. 
Mr. KING. I will remark to the Senator from || An act (H.R. No. 520) directing the convey- | bill (Hi. R. No. 501) making appropriations for say her 
Georgia, that | was not aware this subject would || ance of a lot of ground for the use of the poise || sundry civil expenses of the Government for the Maine. 
take any time. Before calling up this motion, I || schools in the city of Washington; and | year ending the 30th of June, 1861. warran 
spoke to the Senator from Louisiana, and under- || An act (H. R.'No. 656) for the relief of Mary || . The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question pilatiot 
stood him to assent to the adoption of the report || J. Harris, widow of Colonel Thomas L. Harris, || 18 0M concurring In the following amendment, Mr. 
of the committee. | deceased. made as in Committee of the Whole: dispute 
Mr. SLIDELL. Ido not object to it. I do |} On the 7th instant he approved and signed an Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the contract Mr. 
not care atall about it. Itis a matter of entire | act (H. R. No. 284) for the relief of John W. — oes Seaton, under the nineteenth section Mr. 
indifference to me. 5 | Ta ylor, and certain other assignees of preémption | somes of on Suapenhatin dix tke noadderdaas ton gaat pompll 
Mr. KING. I had consulted with the Senator i] land locations. : June, 1859,” approved the 12th of June, 1858, for the pub- Mr. 
from Louisiana, and I should like to have it dis- || On the 9th instant he approved and signed the |} lication of a continuation of the American State Papers, be had no 
osed of. '| following acts and joint resolutions: | 80 modified hahah: her appeals: defray all the The w 
Mr. TOOMBS. I simply wish to state that we | An act (H. R. No. 85), for the relief of R. K. || cuadh eenier te ie Toten tn’ doe ant cali tion of 
consented to take up this matter on the ground || Doebler; || penses of binding, and of all engraving on copper, sted), of the» 
that it would not create difficulty. Here,a mo- || An act (H. R. No. 130) to pay the State of || and wood, and for lithographing, which may be considered been d 
tion to reconsider is entered, which shows dissat- || Missouri the amount expended by said State in eae cee nae are ea beri of the made | 
isfaction and dissent; and now we are to take that | repelling the invasion of the Osage Indians; | cuaouien amet ime Ledtetn’ter oaks Sabian aka of Re | 
upand discuss it. I say it is not fair treatment, in || ‘ Anact(H.R.No. v for the relief of Charles || general index of the whole work, including the volumes = . 

view of the way in which the consent was given. || W. Brooks, of New York; || contained in the first series, and all other contingent or in lave 
©Me. KANG. U think the vote could be taken | | An act (H.R. No. 219) granting a pension to || sitmtal expense whatever atcnding such publica: gn 
in Jess time than we are talking about it. || Major John F. Hunter; , | ers tor said work shall be fifteen per cent. less per volume om 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator '| An act (H.R. No. 224) for the relief of W. Y. || than the average price per volume paid for the first series the Se 
insists on taking the vote on the motion of the Hansell, the heirs of W. H. Underwood, and the || wy Tai cm aghast onl = oe =i ~ n 
Senator from Louisiana, to reconsider the vote || representatives of Samuel Rockwell; _ i Remeahele ‘ae olen meal ng be completed, who shail ‘piace a + 
adopting the reportof the Committee on Printing, || | An act (H. R. No. 230) for the relief of Shade || three hundred copies in the Department of State for its use, - " 
to print the majority and minority reports of the || Calloway; and for exchange with foreign Goveriments, and seven what 
select committee on printing. || An act (H. R. No. 233) for the relief of the | ee in his own Department, for distribution i» Gales 
Mr. SLIDELL. I withdraw the motion. || legal representatives of five deceased clerks in the | erry pane ay ee eee alway 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the un- || Philadelphia custom-house; | furthe Seite he eee ee kindn 

} ] | I > further order of Congress. And the Secretary of the Treas- 

finished business is before the Senate. An act (H. R. No. 236) for the relief of John |) ury is hereby directed to pay the publishers of the said at all. 
WESTERN MILITARY ASYLUM Dixon;  spentenbaabeleeiony tes altmomtennaabnintion, 22% a 
~om d : Anact (H. R.No. 237) for the relief of Anthony || same aoe io delienenk to the Secretary * ns Interior, eal « o 

Mr. POWELL. I ask the unanimous consent i] Schlander; | on his certificate of delivery ; and so much of the aforesaid 7 
of the Senate to take up a bill (H. R. No. 324) || An act (H. R. No. 262) for the relief of the || nineteenth section of the act of June 12, 1858, as is incon- gumet 
authorizing the sale of the Military Asylum at |) legal representatives of Frangois Guillory; || sistent with this act be, and the same Is hereby, repealed. a 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky. There will be Wocon- || An act (H.R. No. 266) for the relief of Brevet Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, I objectedto « a vein 
test about it at all. || Lieutenant Colonel Martin Burke and Captain || this amendment on the ground that it added im- pated 
_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as || Charles S. Winder, of the United States Army; |! mensely to the prefits on what I consider a mere would 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed theconsider- || An act (H. R. No. 269) granting a pension to || job created by the law of 1858, which were al- does t 
ation of the bill. Y : = || James Lacy, of Grainger county, Tennessee; || ready enormous. I would not repeat what I said of vol 
Mr. POWELL. The Committee on Military | An act (H. R. No. 272) granting a pension to || on that occasion if I did not believe that there dition 
Affairs have reported a substitute for this bill. || Adelaide Adams, widow of Commander George || were Senators now present who had not heard dollar 
The other day I sent up some amendments to the \ Adams, of the United States Navy; what I said on the subject. { shall make a very tract t 
orginal bill. | now send some amendments to the ~~ An act (H. R. No. 277) for the relief of Web- || brief statement of facts, and if I err in my state- — 
substitute, to which I understand there will be no || ster 8. Steele; ‘ | ment, I will appeal to the Senator from At esu 
objection from the committee; and then [ hope | An act (H. R. No. 313) granting a pension to | to correct me, in order that the time of the Senate hall 

the bill will be pat upon its passage. i Abraham Crum; may be saved. oa 

The Secretary read the amendments: to amend \ An act (H. R. No. 314) for the relief of Emma he Senate, about two yearssince, by an amend- oe 
the first section of the substitute by inserting in || A. Wood, widow of the late Brevet Major {| ment, placed on a regular appropriation bill, with- vibes 
the fourth line, after the word “authorized,” the || George W. F. Wood, of the United States,|| out any report from acommittee, and withoutany scp 
words “and er and after the word “‘asy- || Army; | estimate, authorized a contract with Gales & Sea- a nt 
lums,”’ in the fifth line, to insert the words at|! An act (H. R. No. 318) for the relief of ,An- || ton to publish a certain number of the continua om y 
‘Harrodsburg, Kentucky;’’ and at the end of || drew E. Marshall; tion of the State Papers for the sum of $340,000. a 
the section to add the following: ‘| An act (H.R.No.340) for the relief of Charles They were to publish what they thought neces a 
Provided further, That said sale be made within - || James Lanman; sary forthatsum. The érigigal proposition was the ex 
——— a eee ae } An act (H. R. No. 342) for the relief of James || tomake the compensation the same as that which ument 
$ not to take place unless the property bring St HLy, VY. | Phelan; had been paid to Gales & Seaton for a previous penses 
The amendments were agreed to. || Anact (H.R. No. 344) for the relief of the || publication. Objection was made in the Senate a 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 move to fill the blank by the || legal representatives of Sylvester Day, late a sur- || to this amendment, which was in the form of ® House 
word “ twelve.’”’ geon in the United States Army; distinct section, on the ground that it did not ema Iepar 
The amendment was agreed to. | An act (H. R. No. 349) for the relief of Peter || nate from any committee and was not based upon = 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question Rogerson & Son, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, || any estimate. That objection was overruled on ‘dies 
now is on the amendment of the committee, as || owners of the British brig Jessie; the ground—I might say the pretext—that, al- And w 
amended An act (H.R. No.393) granting an invalid pen- || though it authorized a contract for $340,000," for sai 
The amendment was agreed to. sin to Nathan Randall; did not involve any appropriation. On the mo the av 
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1860. 
— A a ER 
ion of the Senator from Georgia, it was amended 
jeclare that the prices allowed to Messrs. Gales 

. Geatoe should not exceed those established by 
* ‘hae: then existing, regulating the suse 
winting, except so far as the work might be su- 
yerior. L will quote the exact words of the amend- 


nt: 
Faas the prices or rates to be paid for the printing of 
shail not exceed those paid at present for the 
ting of the documents of Congress, including paper and 
— * with regard to the quality and value of the mate- 
Saeed and the work done: Provided, That the cost of 
The publication shall not exceed $340,000, and that not 


more than $25,000 shall be required for the present fiscal 


ear.” 
, Under this contract, Messrs. Gales & Seaton 


made a sub-contract with Mr. Wendell, whose 

name has become somewhat familiar to the Sen- 

ate, by which Mr. Wendell agreed to perform 
, 


this work 













sult from it. He assumed that those profits were 


Messrs. ¢ 
a clear 


work, 
assumed no labor, and had no control over its 


of the House of Representatives and the Secretary 
of the Senate were directed to make this compila- 
tion. 
say here that I do not agree with the Senator from 
Maine. I think the true construction of that law 
warrants the conclusion that the cost of the com- 
pilation is to be paid by Congress. 


dispute it at all. 


Mr. SLIDELL. meres said differently. 








compilation. T admitted we were to do that. 
Mr.SLIDELL. Then Messrs. Gales & Seaton 

had no responsibility and no labor in this matter. 

"4 The whole work was to be done under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. ‘That work has 
been done. By a contract simultaneous with that 
made with the officers of the Senate and House 


of Representatives, Gales & Seaton transferred to | 
M:. Wendell the performance of this duty. ‘They | 


have never seen one page of this compilation. It 


goes directly from the officer of the Senate or the | 


officer of the House—I believe it is the officer of 
the Senate—to Wendell’s printing office. They 
have no supervision of it. They have realized a 
profit of $68,000 on this job, as I choose to call it; 
and when | speak of this matter I wish to repeat 
what I said yesterday: I do not implicate Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton. They are gentlemen who have 
always treated me with extreme courtesy and 
kindness, | have no conaplaint to make of them 
atall, Tcomplain of the legislation of Congress 
[complain of the attempt thotis now made nearly 
to double a profit which was before exorbitant. 
Before proceeding to another portion of the ar- 
gument, | will say that if this work had been 
executed in the ordinary printing manner, in ac- 
cordance with the printing acts, under the direc- 
tion of the Superintendent of Public Printing, it 
would have cost $3,143 less per volume than it 
does under the contract. The estimated number 
of volumes is twenty-five or twenty-six. The ad- 
ditional cost would be about seventy-six thousand 
dollars in consequence of having given this con- 
tract to Gales & Seaton, instead of having it exe- 
cuted under the ordinary printing laws, and under 
the superintendence of the officer in charge of that 
business. There is a loss of $140,000. Now, Il 
shall prove to the Senate, I think conclusively, 
that the amendment proposed by the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Printing will add to this 
enormous loss to the Government the sum of at 
least $60,000. The amendment proposes that the 
contract made with Gales & Seaton under the 
nineteenth section of the miscellaneous bill for the 


year 1858— 


the expenses of selecting, compiling, and arranging the doc- 


uments proper to be included in thaework. Also the ex- | 


penses of binding, and of all engraving on copper, steel, 


and wood, and for lithographing, which may be considered | 
necessary by the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the | 


House of ntatives, together with the ex 
: ‘ penses of 
Preparing full and proper indexes for each voluine, and a 


general index of the whole work, including the volumes | 
contained in the first series, and all other contingent or in- | 


— expenses whatsoever attending such publication. 
- moreover, that the price to be allowed to the publishers 
pn work shail be fifteen per cent. per volume less than 

average price per volume paid for the first series of the 





this work for one half the profits which might re- | 


orty per cent. on the $340,000, and agreed to pay | 
Gales & Seaton twenty per cent., making 
rofit to Gales & Seaton of $68,000 on this | 
or which they incurred no responsibility, | 
direction. By the provisions of the bill, the Clerk | 


In order to make this matter clear, I will | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. lI agree tothat. Ido not | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; not about the | 


“be so modified as to require the publishers to defray all | 


SS Eee 





volumes shall be delivered,” &e. 


| same, printed under the actof March 2, 1831. And the said || from Indiana to a suggestion he made 
| 
} 


and I presume it is equally applicable to the five 
'| volumes that have been printed, which shows that, 
|| under this contract, the price is $6 12} per vol- 
|;}ume. Mr. Rives, who is perfectly competent to 
|| do this work, offered to do it for $3 33. Tam not 
| going into that question; because this is the con- 
| tract,and we will take it as it stands. Itis oblig- 
|| atory on the Senate. I am perfectly willing to 
|| carry out allits provisions. I am willing to ap- 
|| propriate any amount that may be necessary; not 
| only to pay Gales & Seaton for the work already 
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Now, Mr President, I have here a,statement, || 





i luge yesterday 
in regard to Mr Rives’s offer to do this work for 
| which we now propose to pay $9 78a volume, or 
| rather, with a deduction, $7 45. Mr. Rives had 
offered to do the same work for $3 33. The sug> 
| gestion was made by the Senator from Indiana 
| that this offer was made by Mr. Rives when he 


|| (Rives) knew that the contract had already been 


|| performed, but for all the work they probably can | 


|| do in the next fiscal year. About that subject there 


this contract. 


enormous sum which Gales & Seaton have alread 
realized of their contract with Wendell, of $68,000, 
a pure gratuity will be given to them, by the pro- 
visions of this amendment, of some sixty-six thou- 
sand dollars; andI repeat my invitation to the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, if | make any mistakes about 
the facts or figures, to correct me in the course of 
my argument. 

It is stated by the chairman of the Committee 
on Public Printing, that the average cost per vol- 
ume of the old series was $11 50. This amend- 
ment proposes to deduct from that, fifteen per 


sonlnam 


I was under the impression that but two or three 
cavern in the Senate and two in the House 
1ad been employed on this work of compilation. 


of compilation, so far as regards the Secretary of 
the Senate, is a mere sinecure. I presume it is 
also to the Clerk of the House. 


in the House. 


tion for their advice on that subject. I will also 
assume that they have expended some labor upon 
it. Then we have seven persons who have been 


been printed, and the greater part of the compi- 
lation iscomplete for the sixth volume. The Sen- 
ator from Indiana admits that $1,000 foreach per 
annum would be a fair compensation. If I have 


| withdraw it. 
| Mr. FITCH. The Senator’s estimate was 
| $1,500; but I said I was willing to put it at $1,000. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Exactly. lLassumed a very 
liberal sum. Under the idea that three or four 
| gentlemen in either House were employed on this 
subject, [ assumed, as a very liberal compen- 
sation, that $1,500 per annum for work done 
out of business hours, as an accessory entirely 
to their ordinary salary in the Senate, was verv 
abundant compensation. I find there are seven. 
I think two of them have never done anything at 
all; but Lam willing to put it down at $1,000 each 
for two years. That is $14,000 for the work of 
compilation of these six volumes, Now, so far 
as any intellect has been expended on the subject, 
it is not. worth while to talk aboutit atall. If any 
Senator chooses to look at this compilation, he 
will find, as I said before, that it is mere scissors 
work; there is no brains in it at all, and very lit- 
tle labor, in my estimation; but I am perfectly 
willing to compensate them at the rate of $1,000 
a year. Well, supposing them to have been em- 
ployed for tws years each at a compensation of 
$1,000, which is $14,000, the cost of compilation 





| per volume. I have already said that, with the 
deduction that is proposed to be made by the re- 
ort of the committee, the cost per volume would 
e p9 78. From that there isto be deducted $2 33; 
and that would leave the cost of the volume $7 45. 
Under this contract, as I have said before, the 
price per volume would be $6 12}. That isallow- 
ing not only all the difference between what would 
have been the cost of this work, if executed by 
the Public Printer, under the direction of the Su- 
perintendent of Public Printing, but the profits of 
the work, amounting to forty per cent. as by agree- 
ment between the parties. 
i! Here I would call the attention of the Senator 





can be no question. Nobody desires to repudiate | 
But I will show, and I think con- | 
clusively, to the Senate, that, in addition to the | 


cent., $1 72; leaving the cost per volume $9 78. || fact. 


employed some two years on the work of com- | 
pilation of six volumes; five of which have alread y | 





[ think I may assume very fairly that the work | 


They have em- | 
loyed, as assistants, three in the Senate and two | 
[ will not enter into any question | 
whether these gentlemen (Mr. Dickins and who- | 
ever may have been the Clerk of the House) should | 
not be entitled to a certain amount of compensa- | 


| said anything that did not occur in debate, I will 


would be about two dollars and thirty-three cents | 


made with Mr. Wendell for the execution of this 
work. I have here a note from Mr. Rives, which 
I received to-day, in which he says: 

**f made the proposition to Mr. Seaton to print the State 


Papers on the Ith of June, 1858. ‘The act was not passed 
or approved until the next day, on the 12th of June, 1858.’ 


Now, I will ask what is the inference to be 
drawn from that fact?—a fact which, I confess, 
had escaped my attention. That Mr. Wendell, 
before the passage of the act, had made the con- 
| tract with Gales & Seaton for the execution of 


y || the work. Admitting, as did the Senator from 


| New York, (Mr. Kine,] whom | am sorry not 
| to see in his seat, the excellent good manage- 
| ment of Mr. Wendell in using the public money 
for the purpose of corrupting Senators and se- 
curing the election of members of Congress—I 
am sorry the Senator is not here—I should like 
| toask whether the fact that Mr. Wendell had 
made this bargain with Gales & Seaton prior to 
| the passage of the act does not account for the 
| facility with which it was passed? That Wen- 
| dell was interested in the passage of the law, is a 
The Senate may draw its own commenta- 
ries from it. [I mean to confine myself to facts. 
Mr. FITCH. > it will save time here- 
after for me to call the Senator’s attention ta the 
date of Mr. Rives’s offer and the date of the con- 
tract. I am sorry that Mr. Rives persists in 
officiously thrusting himself before the Senate in 
this matter of printing upon every occasion. 
Here is his offer in print, the first time it was ever 
made, according to his own statement,-direct to 
Gales & Seaton. He says in this that he made 
a similar statement to Reverdy Johnson some 
time previcus, but not to the parties directly in- 
terested. This is his offer on June 11, and here 
is the cOntract, 
Mr. SLIDELL. The 12th of June. 
Mr. FITCH. This was dated on the 11th of 
June, 1858, inwhich Mr. Rives uses this language: 
** Several of your friends have, from time to time, satd to 
| me that they were glad that Gales & Seaton had procured 
a good job by getting the printing of the State Papers, and 
| I replied that they could not make anything worth while on 
| it, be@ause the price, L understood, was limited to the price 
paid for Congress printing, and no person here could, ex- 
cept Mr. Wendell or myself, who are compelled to keep 
hands under pay during the recesses of Congress. I donot 
now recollect the name of but one person to whom [ made 
such a reply—Hon. Reverdy Johnson. ‘Situated as | am, 
| and being so circumstanced,’ | would be willing to set up 
the type, stereotype, print, and bind the State Papers for 
you atthe rate of $3 33 per volume of nine bundred pages.” 


And not furnish the paper. He says nothing 
of the paper. The present publishers furnish the 
paper, which is a very large item of cost, not in- 
cluded in Rives’s offer; afld subsequently Mr. 
Rives, when recently asked by the Senator from 
Louisiana to make an estimate, reports that the 
book cost five dollars and fifty-odd cents, showing 
the little reliance to be placed upon any calcula- 
tion connected with his previous offer. Here is 
| his report, which | will read presently. The Sen- 

ator has made this matter a specialty, and I am 
sorry that he is not better informed. 


altogether mistaken. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 read from the evidence. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Well, the Senator has not had 
the good, I should rather say the bad fortune of 
having served upon the committee of investiga- 
tion for six or seven weeks. I know this matter 
| from beginning to end, and I am very sorry that 

I do know anything about it. It is a great mis- 

fortune that [ have been placed ina position in 
| which I am obliged to expose this affair. [ regret 
it. I have no sort of fondness for this sort of dis- 
cussion at all; but lam performing what I con- 
| sider to be a high and very painful public duty. 
I know I am right about the facts. 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to understand, Mr. Pres- 
ident, whether the Senator from Louisiana dis- 
putes the statement! made relative to Rives’s es- 
| timate of the cost of the work. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. 1 do. 
| Mr. FITCH. Was not his estimate taken be- 
'| fore you in the investigating committee? 


Ser weni et ee 


Mr SLIDELL. The Senator from Indiana is * 





2876 





Mr. SLIDELL, Exactly. If the Senator will || 


permit me, I will explain that. 


Mr. FITCH. Very well. The Senator should | 


not have asked me, then, to correct him as he goes 
along. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am very much obliged to the 
Senator for doing so, and I sirall be very happy 
to be corrected. ‘The estimate made by Mr. Rives 
is based upon the prices established bY the con- 
tract. There is another estimate made by him 
and Mr. Towers, based upon the estimate of the 
law—what would have been the cost under the 
contract with Gales & Seaton, which nobody de- 
sires to dispute or repudiate at all, and the cost 


had the work been executed in the same manner | 


as the ordinary prinung. 
ference to me what may 
the Senator refers. 
Mr. FITCH. 
itis both. Here is Mr. Rives’s statement, in an- 
swer to a question put by the Senator himself: 


It is the one or the other. 


* Question. Have you made anexamination of the fourth | 


volume of American State Papers since your last examin- 
ation? 

** newer. Yes, twice. 

* Question. With a view of calculating what it would 
cust at the prices fixed by Congress? 

“ Answer. Yes, sir. 

* Question. You have examined it carefully? 

“ Answer. Yes, sir; and { have made a detailed state- 
ment.”” 


He makes out an estimate of one volume at || 


$5 33, and another smaller volume at $3 72. The 


It is a matter of indif- | 
be the figures to which | 


With the Senator’s permssion, | 


| 


‘ 
j 
| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


price of paper into consideration—and that is the | 


estimate which | gave the Senate yesterday—is 
$6 84 or $6.86 per volume. That is the estimate 
of Mr. Towers, a wholly disinterested man, hav- 
ing no prejudices of any kind, and no personal 
piquesto gratify. Thatestimate was ale before 
this committee of investigation. 


Mr. SLIDELL, The Senator and Ido not differ 


at all; not the least in the world. The very figures | 


he quotes I am willing to rely upon. Mr. Towers 


and Mr. Rives both made an estimate: one, of the | 


cost of these volumes under the printing act, if | 


the work had been executed under the guperin- 


tendence of the officer charged with the duty; the | 


other, made under the contract. Their estimates 
do not differ. Mr. Towers—and [ take his esti- 
mate as being rather more favorable to the posi- 


tion of the Senator from Indiana—made the cost | 
of two volumes, that were taken indiscriminately, | 


one $10,836; the other, $14,681; amounting to 
$24,517 for two volumes—making $12,258, 
$6 12} per volume. If it had been performed 
under the printing law, the cost of the two would 
have been $18,230; making a difference of $6,286, 
or $3,143 a volume, if it had taken the ordinary 
course of public printing. 

Now the Senator from Indiana has stated, and 
[ have no doubt correctly, that this amendment 
does not profess to, and does not, in terms, give 
what was the average cost of the first scrics of 
this work by Gales & Scaton; but I will assume 


is. Itis $11 50 per volume; and taking off, as I 
said before, $1 72, leaves $9 78 per volume; and 
then taking off the highest possible rate for the 
cost of composition, would leave them $7 45 a 
volume for this work. As [have shown, the cost 


exaggerated as it is, is $6 12}, leaving a difference 
‘of $1 33. The whole number of volumes, ac- 
cording to the calculation that has been made, at 
$340,000, would be twenty-five in number; two 
thousand of cach would be fifty thousand copies; 


and $1 33 per volume, the additional oy 
1 


given to Gales & Seaton on a contract on whic 
they have already realized $68,000, would make 
56,500 
00. 


should be very happy to have them pointed out. || 


If the Senate is disposed, after what I considera 
very—I do not know what kind of term I should 
use—reckless act, after having conferred a gra- 
tuity, without any equivalent, on Gales & Seaton 
of $68,000, to give them §66,000 in addition, | 
have nothing further to say on the subject. 

Mr. FITCH. If any other Senator desires to 
speak against this amendment, I should prefer 
hun to go on for five or ten minutes, and | will 
then answer the Senator from Louisiana, in order 
to save time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have one single sugges- 
tion to make. I intended, though not wth so 


| tract now proposed to be given to them. 








much minuteness, to oppose this proposition, for 
the reasons that are stated by the Senator from 
Louisiana. I have not made so minute an exam- 
ination; but I have made an examination suffi- 
cient to satisfy me that they must make fifty or 
sixty thousand dollars out of this additional con- 


is no ground upon which they can get it, except 
simply on the ground of making indexes, which | 
| is not imposed upon them, perhaps, by the ori- | 
| ginal contract; but that is a trifling matter in | 
| amount; because it is very clear, on examination, 


that the lithographing, engraving, and everything || 


of that sort, comes. within their contract now. 
There can be questidn about that at all, 

But, sir, one thing we guarded. We guarded 
it with reference to the amount of matter to be 
printed by keeping it under the hands of our own 


| to furnish the material to make the compilation, 


| sarily go beyond what it is at present, 
i| ; 


other estimate, made by Mr. ‘Towers, taking the | 


should be properly selected, and that we should 
not be burdened with a great amount of volumes, 


\/ and we did it for this reason: that the matter | 


| 


running on indefinitely, we did not kuow how | 
long or how far; and we guarded it by restricting | 


the whole amount to $340,000. This proposes to 
take off both restrictions. It takes off the guard 
of $340,000. 

Mr. FITCH. No. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly it does, because 
we give them an additional price. It must neces- 
if you 


will put in now, at the end of this ponessinen, ies |] 


the whole amount to be paid for such work shall 


not exceed the original sum named, of $340,000, 


there is the end of my opposition to it, and they 
may make as much work as they please; but it 
cuts it off entirely. 

Mr. FITCH. Oh, no. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly it does, because 
it says they shall receive for the work the original 
price, less fifteen per cent., and they exceed very 
much—and must exceed—the $340,000, necessa- 


nly because it comes up to that amount now. 
Su 


t, sir, we have taken off the other guard also; 


| and that is the guard upon our clerks, and those 


employed by the clerks, with regard to the selec- 
tion. They are now our agents. We pay them 
for the selection. We impose an additional bur- 
den upon them. We may pay them what we 
please. We are masters of their ime. They are 
on salaries. Iam willing to be generous to them. 


|| But by this proposition they are made the ser- 


or | 


vantsand agents of these persons who are to pay 
for the work. They are to pay them for the work 
by expressterms. The clerks are to be their ser- 
vants, their agents. We shall Jose all control 
over them, They must do the business, and serve 
them, and not us. Thus this proposition will 


/ remove both restrictions with reference to the 


|| amount—the amount to be published, and the 


sum to be paid. 


Mr. FITCH. Mr. President, before I answer 


‘| the only point made by the Senator from Maine 
his estimate to be correct, and I have no doubt it | 





If there is any mistake in the figures, || 


| 
i 
j 





j 


| 





|, dollars and fifty cents, 
per volume under the contract, extravagant and || 





| 





} 





on which he places much stress, I desire to cor- 
rect an error which I was enabled to detect to-day. 
Yesterday’s debate drew my attention to it. I 
had estimated the average amount per volume 
paid the publisher for the old series at near eleven 
That cstimate was made 
upon a copy of part of their original account, 
which copy gave me the price of the lowest-priced 
volume and the price of the highest-priced volume, 
and it was from the price of these extremes that 
estimate of the average price was made. By dil- 


| igent inquiry, however, I have to-day been en- 
| abled tafind the original account for this work, as 


settled by our Secretary, on file among our musty 
archives, and I find that the average price paid 
for the old series was $10 05. The amount is now 
before me. The effect, therefore, of this amend- 
ment is to reduce the price to Gales & Seaton, 
probably below yesterday ’s estimate. Aware that 
a misunderstanding had occurred by means of the 
partial copy of the account already referred to, 
and that the committee had possibly done the pub- 
lishers injustice, l took the liberty to-day of send- 
ing for Mr. Seaton, and stating the discovery of 
the entire account, and that the average per vol- 
ume which it showed would make the amount, 
by this amendment, less, several cents on the vol- 
ume less, than the committee had supposed, and it 
was for him to say whether he would aecept the 
amendment under such circumstances or pot. He 
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appeared to be somewhat surprised at thi 


1860. 


Mr. FI 


8 reduc. 


tion of the average price. In view of all the fact, Mr. TC 
however, he concluded it would be better to ae, they will 
cept the modification as presented, rather than ty Mr. FI 
_ be dependent upon the mercy of Congress, from clerks. T 


| session to session, for appropriations, 
There | 








Further. 


and their 
more; there will be an advantage to the Publishers 


pre per fo! 


by their acceptance of this modification, which Mr. T¢ 
any gentleman can see; but which is equally w Mr. FI 
advantage tous. As I remarked yesterday, the a f 
advantage to them is, that they may, by miakiny ae P 
the clerks better payments as to time than we wil, ae $I 
induce them to devote more time during the recess it it the 
_to the compilation of the work, and we shall jy “ publi 


-able to get four, five, or six volumes a year, in. 


| Seeretary and the Clerk of the House. They were 1 





hundred. 


stead of two or three, with but little, if any, adj. Mr. T' 
| tional cost per volume. Mr. F 
The Senator from Maine has said that we shal} rake the 
by the amendment, be deprived of supervision oe sent 
over the work through our clerks. The Senato, a volume 
sure'y has not compared the original law with many pa 
| the amendment. It is imperative, by the origing will so te 
_ law, on the Sceretary of the Senate and Clerk of a note re 
the House to compile this work. They are no, dressed 
compelled to employ their own clerks, Th sbi 
amendment makes no change in this respect aaah tt 
Gales & Seaton can make a contract with other . 
clerks, or with ours; but the supervision js jp They 
either case with our Secretary and the Clerk of that; bu 
the House. I will not question the integrity of a thousa 
our clerks; but we will suppose, for instance, tha « }t wot 
they are going on with this compilation from year misunder 














to year, knowing that they are to be paid double a 


| salary by us. It will be seen by the Senate In oth 
once that there is no inducement to the clerks to give the 
hurry the work. They are getting double salaries make & | 
while they are engaged on it, and may spin itou a certall 
for ten years, and make a thousand or fifteen hun. J think | 
dred dollars a year during the whole period. [f fidence | 
Gales & Seaton induce them to do the same work Mr. 7 

| in two years, they gain by it, and so do we. It was to the C 
this consideration which governed the committe, just to t 
There was an uncertainty in the law as it stood, defectiv 
and the committee preferred a certainty to an u- lating. 


certainty. ‘The whole thing rests upon that. - m 
As to the repeal of the clause limiting the e say 


amount, the Senator from Maine is decidedly mis- it is the 
taken. That is a proviso, a separate and distinet and it i 
| proviso, that this amendment does not allude w not do | 
or include in any way or form. Mr. | 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Itis inconsistent. Senator 
Mr. FITCH. Inconsistent with what? In that th 
consistent simply with the price to be paid for was no 
each volume. Neither the first law nor the amend- their id 
ment fixes the number of the volumes. The ag- Mr. | 
| gregate amount of their cost is limited. That We di 
cannot exceed the limitation in toto there pre erence 
scribed. Whenever the cost comes up to that for pri 
amount the publication stops, unless Congres press b 
orders itanew. That limitation certainly is not basis. 
touched. Mr. 
The testimony of Mr. Towers, Mr. Wendell, not fix 
| Mr. Rives, &c., before the select committee, has rate 1s 
| been referred to. I wish to call attention to Mr. ‘Gm pages: 
Towers’s estimate, because it corresponds 80 that re 
closely with mine. My estimate was $6 86, and Mr. 
his is $6 84 per volume. We had the price of the ence u 
eniaiededh volume and the price of the highest- Mr. 
priced volume, and I took it for granted that be- made | 
tween those I should find an average; but when Mr. 
the costof the whole twenty-one volumes is footed, can be 
I find the two extremes do not give the average. the pu 
The average of the whole twenty-one any gentle- Mr. 
man can figure out for himself. Here is the amount but it 
paid to Gales & Seaton, $158,339 71, and their and th 
receipt. It gives an average of $10 05 per volume. the co 
Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senator from ln- Mr. 
diana does not find fault with me for quoting his now i 
own estimate. as sat 
Mr. FITCH. My estimate of yesterday was Here 
from the data I had hee namely, the price of the “Se 
lowest-priced volume, $8 48, and the highest, | hereby 
believe, $14 42, which would leave an average © —_ 
about $11 46 or $11 47; in round numbers, $11 9: Prosi 
When, however, we come to add the aggreg@ directi 
cost of the whole twenty-one we find that the two the H 
extremes do not give the true average. The true oe 
average—and I am indebted to one of our clerks Congp 
for its discovery—would be the one furnished by Th 
their own books. They would go there for the a 
a of course, and the average it appears 8 oan 
10 05. : 
. Mr. TOOMBS. Will the Senator allow me oa 


ask him a question? 
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his redye, ~ Mr. FITCH. Certainly. 








ee Oe ag or —= 
derstand, Gales & Seaton were paid for the com- '| low what they supposed, and ask them if the 














| the fact, Mr. TOOMBS. What guard have you got that | pilation. = an | would acceptit. If they did not, it would be folly 
ter to an they will not be all $11 50 or $12 50: | _Mr. FITCH. No, sir; we paid for the com- || forusto adoptit, because they were a party to the 
er than ty Mr, FITCH. That will depend upon our pilation. | contract. In view of the fact that they had re- 
resS, from clerks. The only guard we have is their integrity, a SLIDELL. Very well. I knew nothing || ceived nothing—not $68,000, as the Senator from 
"Urther. and their knowledge of the quantity of work || about it before; but every printer knows, and as Louisiana says—not even a dime for the five or 
Publisher roper for each volume. ; I have already said I had the misfortune of hav- |} six volumes completed; in view of that fact, and 
On, Which Mr. TOOMBS. That is no guard at all. ing found out, that to print two thousand copies I might perhaps say, what public rumor says, 
equally ay Mr. FITCH. It has been found sufficient here- of a work costs fifty per cent. less than to print || pecuniary engagements pressing on them, they 
erday, the tofore- The Senator from Louisiana, to-day, if || seven hundred and fitty. Now, as these gentle- || agreed to it, Their pecuniary condition, how- 
Y makino he will pardon me for alluding to private conver- || Men are on the Printing Committee—I am a mere || ever, has nothing to do here. It would not con- 
‘N we wil? tion, suggested that this amendment did not || Novice—they ought to know all aboutit. L assert | trol my vote. It would have no control over the 
the recesy ‘mit che number of pages per volume, and that || the fact, which | think I ascertained in the very || committee in making their report. ] look to the 
shall be the publishers might reduce the pages to eight | brief experience I had on that committee, that an || public interest. We had petitions referred to us 
L year, jp. hundred. ’ | edition of seven hundred and fifty copies would || askeng that money be appropriated to defray cer- 
any, addj. Mr. TOOMBS. That is clear. | cost at least fifty or seventy per cent. more—I am | tain expenses connected with the publication of 
Mr. FITCH. No, sir; it is not. The clerks || speaking according to the terms—than an edition || the volumes already published. We know from 
t We shall, make the compilation, and not the publishers; and || of two thousand copies. ‘Thatis what I mean to || our clerks what is expected by them. ‘They 
IPervisiog they send to the publishers what shall constitute || Say; but when you come to compare an edition expect, and justly expect, double co mpensation 
1e Senator avolume. It is not for the publishers to say how || of two thousand copies upon an edition of seven | while they are engaged in the compilation. If 
law with many pages there shall be in a volume, ard they hundred and fifty, then there is no parity of rea- || we do not give it to them, they will be the onl 
Ne Origing yill so tell you. But to settle the matter, here is || soning at all. || officers of the Government who do ‘not abtain it 
d Clerk of a note received to-day from Gales & Seaton, ad- Mr. FITCH. Undoubtedly. There is press- | for extra official duty. We have given it to all 
PY are not dressed to me, upon this subject: work for the additional number; that is all. ! our foreign employés. We have always done so. 
ks. The «Dean Sin: We should feel obliged to you if you would Mr. TOOMBS. I ask the Senator, if he will | We have done it in the case of one this day. Our 
S_ respect consent to fix an average size of nine hundred pages.” allow me—l will ask him from which volume we || clerks have a right to expect it. For the purpose 
vith Other satiate theta hie Settee it are to take off the fifteen percent? According to || of getting rid of an uncertain amount which we 
sion is jp They sugse - - ‘h . . “ll be ° ees an |) his statement—I did not know it before; 1 trusted || would have to pay hereafter, we thought it would 
© Clerk of that; but I er _— h ho objection 0 |) to the committee—but it turns out, from the dis- |) be infinitely better that Congress should adopt a 
itegrity of athousand pages. hey give the reason: closure now made to the Senate, that one volume || certainty, and know precisely what the work cost 
tance, tha Iga “It would prevent any possible difference of opinion or || cost eight dollars and another fourteen dollars. || per volume, and not be plunging headlong for- 
from year misunderstanding between the Secretary and ourselves on Mr. FITCH. I estimate the average as it is || ward in the reckless, careless manner in which 
uid double the salyect. : found here in the account kept by our Secretary. || we had commenced the work. It was commenced 
Senate at In other words, they think the Secretary might || The average is the language of the amendment— || wrong, and we had better rectify the wrong now 
e clerks to give them fifteen hundred pages, which would || the average price of the first series is the amount | at once; and if the amendment does not meet that 
dle salaries make avery bulky volume. They therefore want || from which the fifteen per cent. is to be deducted. || view, that being the purpose of the committee, I 
spin itout acertain number of pages fixed as the average. Mr. TOOMBS. You pay the average price of || trast it will be so amended as to do it. 
ifteen hun | think it is aeeeeerrs I have too much con- || the other volumes; but in the volumes you pa Mr. SLIDELL. I have buta few words to say 
veriod. If fidence in our own clerks to deem it necessary. for you do not say which volume shall be the | on this subject. The amendment of the commit- 
ame work Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to make a suggestion || average. Their volume may be five hundred || tee assumes two or three facts to which I desire 
ve. It was to the Committee on Printing. I think this is not |} pages, and the average may be twelve hundred || to call the attention of the Senate. It professes to 
OMMittee, justto the Senate. When this contract was made, |} pages. You propose to pay them the average || impose upon Gales & Seaton the obligation of 
S it stood, defective as it was, it did have a basis of caleu- || price on the work, which ranges from nine and | binding these books. It directs that the contract 
to an ua isting. His amendment has none, unless hedoes || fifteen hundred pages; and they might bring them || be so modified as to require the publishers to de- 
a that. ut in nine hundred or some number of pages. || down to four hundred pages, so far as the law is || fray all the expenses of selecting, compiling, and 
niting the He says he trusts to the honor of the clerks. Sir, || concerned. arranging the documents proper to be included. 
dedly mis- itis the business of the Senate to fix the price; Mr. FITCH. The Senator’s objection is met Mr. FITCH. With the permission of the Sen- 
rd distin Je and it is not guarding the public interest if itdoes || by the fact that the average number of pages was.|| ator from Louisiana, that was not because they 
t allude to not do it. near nine hundred. If he thinks the amendment were not obligated to do that before—they were; 


Mr. FITCH. I am willing to fix it; but the || not sufficiently guarded in that respect—I thought || but it was because the committee, in modifying 


nt. Senator is under a misapprehension when he says || it was, and the committee thought it was—I have | the contract, did not wish the possibility of any 
that? In. that the law that we passed had a basis. There || no possible objection to the Senator from Georgia || double construction. We donot wish any man— 
e paid for was no basis except the honor of the clerks and inserting a proviso that the pages in each volume || publisher, printer, or Senator—to suppose that, 
he amend- their idea of right and wrong. | shall average one thousand or thereabouts, which || in modifying the contract, in not mentioning the 
The ag- Mr. TOOMBS. 1 must correct the Senator. || is large enough. Io volume exceeds twelve hun- | binding, we had omitted it; and that there should 
ed. That We directed the rates should be paid, without ref-_|| dred, and that is somewhat bulky. || be a special bill for that particular thing. 
there pre- erence to the volumes, according to the prices paid’ The objection of the Senator from Maine falls || Mr. SLIDELL. I think the committee, then, 
up to that for printing done for Congress. That was an‘ex- || to the ground, for certainly that proviso was not || undertook a very superfluous task. ‘The amend- 
Poona press basis; but this amendment takes away that || interfered with which limits the aggregate amount || ment reads: 
nly is not basis. these books shall cost. The only effect of in- ||  ** The publishers to defray all the expenses of selecting, 
| Mr. FITCH. Here is the first law. It does creasing to any extent to the ublisher the price || compiling, and arranging the documents to be included in 
Wendell, not fix the number of pages per volume. The || of the work, will be to diminish the number of || thas, weer) Aine Ge anpeneen ef bineing: 
hittee, has rate is for the work; but it is not for so many || volumes. || Here < the contract: that Gales & Seaton shall 
on to Mr. ' pages per volume. We never had any check in |} The Senator from Louisiana further said— | T°Ce'y%s for binding, the sum of $1 50 per vol- 
ponds so that respect. | though that has nothing to do with this matter || UM: But it is proved by the testimony that 
6 86, and Mr. TOOMBS. That did not make any differ- || —speaking of the clerical labor, that no brain || Dinety cents was abundant compensation. So 
rice of the ence under the basis. | work was required. Ido not know that we are | much for the binding. The amendment con- 
e highest. Mr. SLIDELL. Under the printing law it || paying for much brain work. But certainly there | ee dino 4 ne ete 
| that be- made no difference. | 1s Something besides scissors work in this compi- || : _ _ Big i vps “er 7 I — er | 
but when Mr. FITCH. Yes, in the binding. But there | lation; otherwise they could cut out speeches from || Now I have looked over the only three volumes 
we, Sey Se Le SERGlEg. Se ey : y Ae, | I have had any opportunity of examining, and 
is footed, can be no objection to the limitation of pages, and |} the Congressional Globe, and publish them in the oan y A F cae ans f ; 5» & h 
average. the publishers desire it. American State Papers. It requires some states- t an eae > sing ° oe OF any a, a 
ny gentle- Mr. TOOMBS. It is not what gentlemen want; manship, some knowledge of legislative business, || ee aor aie —_— a in nt 
1e amount ut it is our duty to protect the public interest, || to make a judicious selection, which will give a eatin nalameahinili aihaalieamal of eras elias 
and their and the committee have not done it in remodeling | correct history of the Government in its finances, | shen pnond aacemeliedl menennenen ina ol ma d a | 
r volume. the contract. ” | its Indian affairs, its land department, &c. They : to $300: and f it did, it ’ - 
‘from In- Mr. FITCH. Speaking yesterday of the law || make a selection to give a connected history, with- | SONNE fe GU; ond Mf it Cid, & wang Tere than 


roting his amply compensated by the space it occupied, 
| which saves so much composition. The amend- 
ment continues; 


** And for lithographing which may be considered neces- 


how in force, I said it was almost a copy, so far || 0Ut that voluminous matter which accompanies 
as safeguards were concerned, of the old one. || this history in the Congressional Globe and other 
rday was Here is the old law: sources from which they derive the information. 
Ps on . “Sec. 1. That the Clerk of the House of Representatives Taking the estimate - the Senator from Lou- | sary by the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
highest, hereby is authorized and directed to subscribe for seven || iSiana, then, as the correct one for clerical hire || of Representatives, together with the expenses of preparing 
verage of undred and fifty copies of the compilation of congressional || alone, at $2 33, and the price by this amendment | full and proper indexes for each volume.” 











s, $11 50. Prouuents proposed to be published by Gales & Seaton: || will be actually reduced instead of increased. | Now, the Senator from Maine has said there 
aggregae irection of the Secretary of foes No ashonted under Oe Mr. SLIDELL. Then why do they want it? || is some additional expense for that; but, in my 
ry of the Senate and the Clerk of 4 : d a oe 
at the two the House of Representatives : And provided, also, That Mr. FITCH. The committee want it for the | opinion, it.is amply compensated by the cost of 
The true = price paid for the printing of the said copies shall be at || Senate. The committee ask it. Ido not care || composition, for all the indexes are paid for as 80 
yur clerks Congraas pa aating that of the price paid to the Printer of || whether the publishers want it or not; they assent || mew: matter. But I have no disposition to press 
jished by OF printing the documents of the two Houses.” |! +, it, Tt was not for us to consult their interest. || the subjectany further. If the Senate is disposed 
re for the The same provision and the same guard then; || We have the interests of the Government som- || to give Gales & Seaton $63,500 without any 
ppears 18 and we have no additional ones now, except the || mitted to our charge; and we consulted those in- || equivalent, I have not a word more to say. 
general limitation as to $340,000. terests, not the interests of individuals. I have 1 Mr. FITCH. I cannot permit the Senator to 
low me 0 Mr. SLIDELL. ‘The Senator will permit me |} thought proper to notify Gales & Seaton that this 1 close the argument with that statement. I have 
‘o make a remark. Under that contract, as I un- || modification would probably reduce the price be- \| shown it is utterly fallacious; and if he will be- 
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lieve my statement, he certainly cannot repeat 


that we are giving $63,000, of $3,000, or any 
other number of dollars. I believe sincerely and 
honestly, and I do not think there is the shadow 
of a shade of doubtabout it, that this proposition, 
so far from increasing the price to us, will dimin- 
ish the cost to us. Although they may make 
more money out of it, by more economical man- 
agement, it will be no loss to us. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator will permit me 
amoment. In making that remark I had not ad- 
verted to the fact that my calculation was based 
upon his own figures; and if he was wrong in them, 


then, to that extent the addition of cost is wrong, | 


but no further. 


Mr. FITCH. My original estimate will’ not 


bear the Senator out in his statement; because the | 
maximum of incidentals, according to my own | 
estimhate—and | am very sure | made them as eco- 


nomically as possible—would be very near three 
dollars a volume; and that would diminish the 
original estimate, and would diminish the price 
to Gales & Seaton eight cents per volume. ‘They 
must depend upon good management to make 
money out of it; and if they can so manage as to 
do it without increasing the price to us, | have no 
objections to interpose. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I believe I voted for this 
proposition when it was up. | should like to have 
the attention of the Senator from Louisiana a 
moment. I understand that he made out that the 
cost of this compilation, clerk hire,&c., was about 
three dollars a volume. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Two dollars and thirty-three 
cents. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is the payment the Con- 

ress would Lave to make in addition. 

Mr. SLIDELL. On the most liberal scale. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Now, it turns out, on acor- 
rection of the books, that they were paid $10 05 
for their volumes. Then I understand these are 
to be fifteen per cent. below the original contract 
price, according to the proposition of the commit- 
tee. That would leave $8 55 that we shall have 
to pay = the volumes corresponding with the 
others. Then, if you take the Senator’s estimate— 
I do not understand him to dispute the estimate 
of Mr. Towers, who is a disinterested man. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Not at all. 

Mr. SIMMONS. He put it at $6 84. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not agree about that 
matter. 

Mr. SIMMONS. [I take it he is a fair man. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1am speaking of the testi- 
mony before us. It amounts to $6 33. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I take Towers’s estimate, 
$6 84, and adding §2 33 to it, makes $9 17; instead 


of which, by the committee’s estimate, we are to | 
Iaking off fifteen per cent. from what | 


pay $8 55. 
we have ore them, would make $8 55 per vol- 
ume; and taking Mr. Towers’s estimate of the 
work, and the Senator’s estimate of what we have 
oy for clerk hire, &c., makes $9 17 

r. TOOMBS. You are wrong. 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir. It will cost ¢2 33 
for the compilation of this work, and that makes 
a clear saving of something like sixty-two cents 
a volume, if Iam right about these figures—if I 
can get the data right. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator from Rhode 


Island will permit me: if he is willing to put this || 


at $8 50 a volume, including everything—it is a 
little less than that, but I want to ‘stop this de- 
bate—lI will agree to it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am willing to make a bar- 
gain about it in that way. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It isa very public bargain. 
I will accept his statement. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Eight dollars and fifty-five 
cents is what he says. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It is hardly worth while to 
talk about the odd cents. We never discuss such 
matters in our part of the country. It is $8 50a 
volume. ‘If the friends of this measure will agree 
to that, and will make an amendment that each 
volume shall not be less than a thousand pages, 
in order to stop this discussion, | am_ perfectly 
willing to agree toit. Lassume the figures of the 
Senator from Rhode Islaid to be correct. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
$10 05, leaves $8 55. 

Mr. FITCH. I have already sent to the Sec- 
retary’s desk a proviso which, I trust, will be 
adopted by general consent. 


I say, taking that from the | 











Mr. TOOMBS. Let us hear it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from Rhode Island is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have heard a guod many 
aspersions on those who voted for this proposi- 
tion, and the committee. The Senator from Maine 
said he wanted to except the amendment giving 
Gales & Seaton double price for this work, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is not much dif- 
ference between $68,000 and $63,000; it is just 
double profits. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
correct. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes it does. 

Mr. SIMMONS. L heard the Senator say yes- 
terday that he was notfor makinga job for broken- 
down politicians. Sir, I have known these gen- 
tlemen a good while. I do not consider Gales & 
Seaton subject to such aspersions. I am willing 
to carry out this contract with them in good faith. 
I think the committee have made a close and in- 
| telligent calculation about it, as far as I can under- 
stand their figures, It may turn out to be that 
there is some little difference in them. One thing 
is certain, however, that we have made this con- 
tract. Now, the Senator from Maine said a fair 
| construction of this contract was that they were, 

as I understood, to be at the expense of clerk 
| hire, engraving, and lithographing. I understand 
| their contract is, that they shall print these vol- 
umes in the same manner as they did the others. 
If I had made the contract, or the Senator from 
Georgia had made it, he would have expected to 
be put at this same expense, so far as the work 
was concerned, as before, and that Congress 
would do what they did before. That is what I 
| call doing the same thing, under the law of 1832, 
| and I think he would. It means, if I understand 
| it, that they should be at the cost of all they were 
| put to before; and whatever the Senate and House 
| of Representatives had done before, they had a 
|| fair right to suppose they would do now, and that 

would include the engraving. It includes it now. 
|| If | was going to construe it, it should be in that 
| way, and I believe every man would so construe it. 
| That would include all these expenses, and would 
cost more than the committee make it. Instead 
of increasing the profits from what the contract 
was, it really takes off, unless they makea profit 
by getting this work cheaper than Congress can 
get it; and I presume they can do se. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I really know 
nothing about the comparative cost of this work, 
and I think there are many Senators on both sides 
of the Chamber who are in the same condition 
that fam about any cost of the public printing. 
I only know, that whenever any printing is done 
for the Senate of the United States, the-evidence 
shows afterwards that we have been grievously 
imposed upon, and have paid most ies profits 
to the Printer. But, in reference to this particu- 
| lar subject, I do know that at the last session, I 
think, or possibly the session before, a contract 
|| was made with these persons, Gales & Seaton, to 
HT cae these papers as a continuation of the State 
|, Papers. I entertain great doubts about the expe- 
|| diency of giving that contract to anybody, only 
|, because in my experience in the. Senate, which is 
| now somewhat prolonged, I have never known a 
'| contract to be given for public printing that there 
have not been proofs afterwards, in some way, 
| that the Senators, in giving their votes, had been 
| misled as to the profits fromit. But I relied upon 
'| gentlemen who had charge of the subject in the 
| Senate, and who satisfied me that they had ex- 

amined it, and that the work was then given out 
|| at as low a rate as itcould be given to any print- 
| ers to do the work properly and give them a fair 
profit. ‘This matter of printing, to all but print- 
ers, is terra incegnita. We are told, at one time, 
that the Printer will be almost ruine@djat those 

rices; and when the work isdone, that the Printer 
1as been most lavishly enriched. 

Now, I was very much struck at an extract in 
a report made the other day, by the committee 
raised, I think, on the motion of the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. meh le inquire into certain 
printing transactions. he phrase there was 
used, if I quote it correctly, in reference to ex- 
traordinary profits made upon some of the ex- 
ecutive printing, that they were abuses ‘‘ necessa- 
rily’’ resulting faom the system of printing. I 
1 saw, as ail Senators did, in the exhibition there, 
| that there was one branch of the public printing, 
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called, I think, printing blanks for the Post og, aaa 
where there was such excessive profits that ah? ee ae 
printers—I do not know of any interference j, rv oe o 
| world on the part of other persons—but thar 4. thy a aie 
|| printers themselves made it the subject Of disers shairman , 
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sion among themselves to divide those profi 

I advert to it only for the purpose of showing the 
the report made by the Senator from Louisian 
spoke of abuses “‘ necessarily”’ resulting, Wy, 
necessarily resulting ? ? 

Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator will perm 

I will answer him. I said it resulted from the sy. 
tem of electing, in either House of Congress 

Printer on party principle; that necessarily. 
litical and personal friends would be less dispos 
strictly to criticise any order that might be piv. 
to the Printer. The Senator, perhaps, knows. 
at any rate, I have found out very recentlyjja, 
the profits of a printing job are increased in soq) 
very remarkable degree in proportion to the ny, 
ber of copies. For instance: if you print fours 
hundred copies of a document, it will give noi, 
ing more than a fair mercantile profit for the 
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printing; but if you print twenty thousand, yy jmony ¢ 
profits are enormously enhanced. The Majority el of ha 
of the committee thought it was impossible fori, ally to p 
Executive to exercise any effective control oye and whe 
the details of this matter; that the vice of the gy. more suc 
tem existed in the law, and the legislative bray pvery on 
of tht Government, biased by the feeling Which, sstimon 


as I said before, controls the subject, and wi 
which we are all in some degree familiar, | yj 
not say how far—some more, and some less: | 
ama tolerably good party man myself; but | a 
not very much in favor of giving jobs to the Py. 
lic Printer, and have always voted against then~ 
but, at any rate, that is the vice of the system, 
Therefore, in the report of the majority of th 
committee, we said that this was a vice inherey 
in the system, coexistent with it, and necessar| 
following from it. That is what I said; nothing 
more. [ do not mean to say that if there were 
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Now, 
perfect Administration, pure in its chiefs, thor rely upt 
oughly intelligent and honest in all its subord. opinion 
nates, every possible abuse under the Gover Ihave bh 
ment could not be corrected. That is the fat parties 
But whatever may be the Administration, I dono go befe 
care whether it be Whig or Democratic, ther stateme 
will be imbeciles and rogues in public places; and We kn 
they will either see or not see abuses, and they who do 
will either ignore them or connive at them, and have ve 
perhaps profit from them. large p' 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senator did notus- ing | 
derstand me as intimating in the slightest degre that lar 
that, in using the expression that it was a vice those § 
which belonged to such a system of printing, the What 
committee thought it should be tolerated, far less comm! 
encouraged. I understood it exactly as he has are res 
explained it. Itis in some way necessarily con- from ) 
nected with the subject. I adverted to it only for and co 
the purpose of showing how impossible it is for printec 
us—certainly for me, who know nothing in the chives 
world about the cost of printing or the way i he too 
which the prices of printing are estimated—w he exa 
know what the result will be in the end. pathiz 

I have felt called upon to say something upon to me 
this subject, because I was one of those who voted the Gi 
to have these papers printed. I did so with som remen 
concern and some reluctance. I felt satisfied i at tha 
was important to the country that the papers and u 
should be printed and preserved. I was recol We 
ciled to the scheme of printing them by the prop chairr 
osition connected with it, that they should be modif 
printed only for the use of the Government, and I supy 


not for distribution; that no job should be made ment 


of it, so far as members of Congress were Col mutui 
cerned. There was a limitation placed upon the not af 
order to print, in such a way as to limit the num for it- 
ber of copies but to those that would be usefil not a 
to the Government, and not for distribution either a I sha 
to members of Congress or their constituents. respo 


That led me to vote for the proposition originally. d Sir 
As to the prices, I could trust only to those the! evis 


the committee of the Senate, who examined 1n0 for C 
the subject, reported as what should be the prices. ~ a 

I felt a little annoyed at more than one expres oon 
sion that has fallen from Senators on both sidesof : a 
the Chamber; and one has been adverted to, mate ofe , 
by the honorable Senator from Maine, that insome i i. 
way inordinate profits were to be given to thes 1 s 
printers. Now, sir, if that be true, I can only 8 will 
that those upon whom I have relied for inform® I sh, 
tion have been misled and deceived. 1 want the aa 
book. I cannot tell what the prices are. I ca 
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ut them, except from the in- 1 
mation of those to whom we have confided. [| 
with pleasure, that! confide, entirely con- | 
fe ie, in the report that has been made to us by the 
oan of the Committee on Printing. I do not 
alee would mislead the Senate; but I believe 
he would inform the Senate of those matters per- 
baining to the amendment now before the Senate 
;., reference to this subject. 

| jooked into the report made by the select com- 
mittee on prinung, and I saw there, what I see 
verywhere in everything pertaining to this Gov- | 
rament and the expenditures of thisGovernment, | 
hat those who are loudest in pound expendi- | 
tures,in denouncing and vilifying those who have 
optracts with the Government, are the men disap- 
jointed in plunder themselves, ninety-nine times 
sutofahundred, Why, sir, what a class of print- 
ors we have got about here. I do not know one 
nf them. 1 know the editors of the National In- 
Jjigencer. | have known them from my boyhood. 
hey have been here from my boyhood. Butas 
© the new class we have got here, look at the tes- 
imony they give before these commitices—a par- | 
el of harpies that come to Washington periodi- | 
ally to prey upon the garbage of the Government, | 
and who, When disappointed, turn upon their | 
sore successful fellows. That is the character of | 
pvery one of them, as far as I can understand their 
sstimony, as I see it in the report of the commit- 
tee. | do not rely upon that class of mere adven- 
turers, who come here for private purposes of 
their own, to mislead, and not to inform. Why, 
sir, in my private affairs, as every gentleman in 
his, | might have had oceasion, and have occa- | 
sion, to make engagements for work of which lL 
was myself utterly uninformed ; but | sought the 
best sources of information I couldas to the proper 
prices to be paid, and relied upon them. Some- 
times | have been misled, perhaps deceived; but 
I :nust go to the source of information. 

Now, in relation to the public printing, am I to 
rely upon gentlemen here who get up and give 
opinions derived from others? I might give mine. 
Ihave heard adezen. Representations are made; 
parties send us printed letters to read; witnesses | 
go before committees; the most extraordinary 
statements are made the one way or the other. 
We know, at least I know, that the vast majority 
who do these things are interested in printing. I 
have very little doubt—indeed | know—that very 
large profits are made upon this subject of print- 
ing It may be, for all 1 know to the contrary, 
that large profits are made upon the printing of 
those State Papers; but how are we to get at it? 
What can we rely upon but on the reports of those 
committees to whom we confide the subject? They 
are responsible. I think the honovelila Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] took a very proper 
and commendable interest in having these papers 
printed in continuation, and transmitted to the ar- 
chives of the Government for future ages. I know 
he took an interest in it. I do not know how far 
he examined the cost of printing; I know I sym- | 
pathized with him. It was perfectly immaterial 
to me who did it; but it was material to me that 
the Government should not pay unduly for it. I 
remember to have been satisfied from the evidence 
at that time that what was to be paid was the fair 
and usual profit paid to prirters. 

Weare told now by the honorable Senator, the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, that the | 
modification of the contract, as it is called, which, 

suppose, means nothing else than some arrange- 
ment between the parties contracting for their 
mutual convenience, is some alteration which will | 
not affect the prices agreed to be paid. I shall vote 
for it—ignorantly, I confess, necessarily ignorant, 
hot assuming to know what | do not know; but 
I shall vote for it on information I derive from 
responsible committees of this body. 

Sir, | shall be gratified if we can in some way 

evise some plan to have the printing necessary 
for Congress done in a responsible manner, with- 
out actual public plunder. I know very well, as 
other gentlemen know, that when we el&ct Public 
‘rinters, as they are called, for the two Houses, 
in the large majority of cases they are mere men | 
of straw, whose names are used to give the print- 
ing somewhere else, and they derive the profits. | 

do not know how it is to be prevented; but J 
will co with him who goes furthest to prevent it, 
I shall look with some interest to what, 1 under- 
stand, is before the Committee on Public Printing | 
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—a proposition to have the printing done by the | 
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Government itself, if they can do it under any 


safeguards to prevent pillage or plunder. But, in | 


reference to the printing of this document, the 
contract was made twelve months ago, or perhaps 
longer. IL was a party to that contract. 1 voted 
for it. I voted for it oh the best information I 
possessed then; and [ am informed now, by the 


E. 





chairman of the Committee on Printing, that this | 


does not increase the price. 

Mr. FITCH. It does not increase the cost to 
us; but the publishers, by their own economy, 
may increase the price to them. 

Mr. MASON. That is what I mean. 
increase of the price to us, 

Mr. TOOMBS. We have had this question, 
nearly two hours, very ably and very eloquently 
argued; and it was argued in committee. It has 
been argued by gentlemen who know all about 
it, and gentlemen who know nothing about it; 
and I do hope that we shall now agree to take the 


It is no 


| vote. 


Mr. FITCH. j 
ment. I desire the Secretary, to read the proviso 
that I have offered. 

The Secretary read the proviso: to add, at the 
end of the amendment, the following: 

Provided, That the volumes shall average not less than 
one thousand pages. 

Mr. KING. 1 believe, from a single circum- 
stance disclosed in the investigation to which the 
Senator from Louisiana has alluded, that the 
»rofits upon these State Papers are extravagant. 
ie is shown that immediately after this contract 
was made to print these papers, by that law, with 
Gales & Seaton, they made a bargain with Wen- 
dell, who has a printing office here, to print these 
papers at his own cost and charge, with a little 
supervision they might give to them, which I do 
not regard as amounting to much, giving him 
eighty per cent., and having twenty per cent. al- 
lowed to them as profits, which was, Ll regard, an 
amount granted to them as a gratuity, or asa 
benefit to them resulting from the fact that they 
were authorized to print these papers. I regard 
that as unnecessary. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator will allow me to 
ask him a question. ‘Testimony is one thing, 
and proof another. Assuming it to be true, then, 
that those profits were to be allowed to the con- 
tractors by the workman, how does he propose 
to touch a question of that kind? 

Mr. KING. I do not propose to do so, and I 
ata Opposed to this proposition now, which, ac- 


cording to the statement of the Senator from | 


Indiana, is to make a substantial reduction of the 
expense. If it does that, without their consent 
i suppose the Senate have no authority to do it. 
I suppose the contract is beyond the reach. of the 
Senate. 1l would leave them to their contract; 
but I state this as showing the extravagance of 
this matter of printing these State Papers. For 
that reason I was opposed to it at the time it 
passed, and am opposed to it now. 

But there is one other point to which the Sen- 
ator from Virginia alluded on which I desire to 
say a word. He said he was surprised at this 
word * necessarily’’ occurring in relation to these 
abuses. Now, I will inform that Senator that 
when that word was introduced into the resolution 
relative to these abuses, I moved to strike it out. 
I do not believe that these abuses are necessary 
abuses in the execution of our law. I believe 
they are abuses in which there was collusion, and 
in which gross injustice was done to the public. 
There were contracts made by which the party 
who was to do the public printing agreed to pay 
large amounts of money to other parties. Mr. 
Wendell, who had the executive printing, was to 
pay $20,000 a year to the support of two papers. 
Surely no such thing as that was the necessary 
result of the execution of the public printing. 


There were heavy contributions made by Wen- | 


dell for political purposes, which I consider cor- 
rupt. Surely such contributions as those were 
not the necessary result of the public printing. [ 
regretted to find the Senate dispose 


necessary. I did not so consider them; but, by 
a majority of one, the Senate sustained that idea. 
Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow mea 


moment? 
Mr. KING. Certainly. 
Mr. MASON. I cannot recollect exactly the 


to regard | 
these abuses in the administration of the laws as | 


[ am ready Jo vote in one mo- | 
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| dispute; and that is, the price of the volume. 


| had better settle it definitively. 


| to instruct those who know nothing. | 
| pupils and poor teachers I should anticipate very 


| an interest in having the compilation made. 
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| language Lused. I know the impression ! intended 
| to convey. 
wrong word. 


If I said I was surprised, I used the 


Mr. KING. Lam not certain about the word. 

Mr. MASON. I presume I did say that I was 
struck with {t at the time; it impressed me. 

Mr. KING. It may be so. 

Mr. MASON. I heard the views of the Sen- 
ator when he moved to strike it out. [I heard the 
ne given by the Senator from Louisiana, which 
he has renewed again this evening. It meant 


| nothing more than thatthe conditiog and thechar- 


acter of the law affecting the public printing were 
such that the abuses which were proven before 
that committee necessarily resulted from them. I 


|| did not sympathize, therefore, with the honora- 


ble Senator when he assumed, as I understood 
him to assume in the remarks he made in debate 
on the subject, that that word * necessarily’? was 
to be apphed as conveying a meaning of this sort: 
that it was incumbent, or proper, or right, in some 
way, that they should result. It was applied, as 
I understand the remarks of the Senator from 
Louisiana, to the existing state of the laws on the 


|| subject of public printing; that these abuses would 
| necessurily result from the condition of the laws. 


Mr. KING. 


I did not suppose there was any 


necessity for them at all; and that, if the laws 


were honestly administered, these abuses would 
not have existed. ‘That was my belief: and I 
think the testimony discloses that that was the 


| fact. 


Mr. BIGLER. I desire to make a single sug- 
gestion on this subject. I have listened to this 


| debate with a great deal of interest. The proviso 


offered by the Senator from Indiana settles defin- 
itively one thing. It fixes the size of the volume. 
That was necessary for a full understanding of 
what we were doing. Another point only re- 
mains, and then, 1 think, there can be no future 
if 
the Senator from Indiana will go a step further, 
and provide that the price of the volume shall be 
the average price of the original volumes, then we 
shall understand exactly what we are doing. ‘That 
he says is $10 05. That will settle all dispute as 
to the future. If he will put it in that shape, i 
am willing to vote for it. 

I may say, sir, that | remember the debate very 
well on this original question; and when the Sen- 
ator from Georgia offered his amendment, because 
of the absence of this data to make the calcula- 
tion, 1 stated to him on the floor that it was ut- 
terly impossible to tell what the cost of this work 
would be, because the size of the volume was not 
settled,.nor was the price of the volumes settled. 
Now, as we have got this subject up again, we 
‘he Senator from 
Louisiana says, upon examining the average price 
of the original volumes, they turn out to be $10 05. 
The publishers are satisfied with this. Then we 
had better settle these things definitively, and be 


| done with it. 


Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, we have been 
notified by various Senators that nobody here 
knows anything about the printing, and then they 
have gone on to hold the Committee on Printing 
responsible for not giving them that information 
which, as nobody but a printer had it, they could 
hardly expect the Committee on Printing to give, 
unless they assumed something like a man who 
came here some years ago to have a book printed 
which was called the Geography of the Unknown 
Regions of Asia. How the geography was writ- 


| ten remains to be explained, the regions being 


unknown. So it would seem in relation to this 
matter of printing, that those who are admitted 
not to know much about the printing are expected 
From bad 


poor results. 
We have, from time to time, modified the man- 


ner of having the printing execuied by Congress. 


We finally fixed a rate by persons who are sup- 
posed to have technical Lnowledee. That rate 
was established when these papers were ordered 
to be printed. The contract therefore exists. The 
basis of that contract is the rate fixed by Con- 
gress. Like the Senator from Virginia, I we 
deemed it necessary for the exercise of our func- 
tions. I think it was well to order the printing 
of the State Papers, the assembling of important 
documents in a volume arranged according to sub- 
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jects, in order that they might be of easy reference. 
The price seemed to be determined by that fixed 
for other printing. In the progress of the work, 
it has appeared, a question arises as to the ex- 


pense of compilation; and the whole amount of | 


the proposition of the committee whRh has been 
argued, and for which the committee have been 
arraigned before the Senate, is simply whether 
Congress will pay the expense of compilation, or 
whether they villellow the contractors who print 
these papers to do it. As explained by the chair- 
man of the cognmittee, very lucidly, while Con- 
gress will pay the same sum, the printers will 
probably gain by the change. It has been stated, 
also, by him, and I thought it was a satisfactory 
reason, that it was to render an uncertain amount 
certain—two objects which would seem to be, 
probably, desirable for Congress in its legislation. 

Now, it is proposed to change the contract. 
That we have no right to do. The contract is one 
made between Congress and the printers, and the 
change can only be made by the joint consent of 
the parties. The parties have been consulted in 
relation to a certain change, which the chairman 
of the committee has stated. Here it is proposed 
to make a still greater change. Itisas though we 
were making a new contract. One party to the 
contract can neither change it nor make a new 
one. I am perfectly willing to go to the extent 
recommended by the committee, that these con- 
tractors for the printing should become paymias- 
ters, and take the responsibility of bearing all the 
expense of the compilation, at a sum fixed by 
past experience. Anything beyond that I will 
not vote for. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
the question. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Indiana, to add the following 
proviso: 


Provided, That the volumes shall average not less than 
one thousand pages. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I am perfectly willing now 
to put an end to this matter. I am sure the chair- 
man of the Printing Committee, or any member 
of that committee, has no right to say the mo- 
tives of the committee have eae arraigned. | 
think that we who have served on this commit- 
tee of investigation of printing happen to know 
a little more about this matter than those gentle- 
men whose attention has been occupied in other 
ways. We have had a very serious burden de- 
volved upon us. I am now perfectly willing to 
take the statement of the chairman of the com- 
mittee. He has said the average price per vol- 
ume was $10 05. I want to have this thing per- 
fectly well defined. I accept all the propositions 
of the committee, and | accept his statement; and 
| now move an amendment, that the deduction be 
made of fifteen per cent. on the average price of 
the former series of these State Papers, namely: 
$10 05 per volume. I can scarcely imagine that 
anybody can object to that amendment. 

Phe assumed basis is, that Messrs. Gales& Sea- 
ton are willing to submit to a modification of their 
contract, by which, in consideration of paying all 
the charges of compilation, and the charges for 
engraving, which I do notconsideramountto any- 


I desire to ask what is 
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| 
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| 











thing at all, they are willing to deduct fifteen per 
cent. from the price which they received for the | 


former series. 
simple modification that I accept the statement of 
the chairman of the committee, that that average 
price is $10 05, and | move that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Louisiana is 
not in order at present. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I thought the other question 
had been disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No, sir. The 
question is on agreeing to the amendment to the 
amendment, offered by the Senator from Indiana. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. al 

Mr. SLIDELL. I now offer the amendment 


I have indicated: 


I take that amendment with the | 





| 
| 
| 


tracting parties requesting it. ‘The amendment 
as it now stands, with the exception of the pro- 
viso just attached, was agreed upon in committee, 
and was submitted to the other party, we repre- 
senting one branch of one at all events, the Sen- 
ate. He accepted it. Iam unwilling to change 
that, though I know thatthe change neither in- 
creases nor diminishes anything. I am unwilling 
to change it, even with that knowledge, without 
the previous consent of the other party; but it is 
for the Senate to say whether it shall be adopted 
or not. As to the effect, it cannot be doubted, be- 
cause it is here. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That being the information 
we have got; that being the terms which the Com- 
mittee on Printing say they have made, to deduct 
fifteen per cent. of the average, and they report- 
ing to us that that is the average, it is rT, the 
sequence of the agreement; and therefore I can 
see no objection to adopting the amendment of 
the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. FITCH. Iam only speaking of my own 
views. I cannot vgte for it; Get, of course, it is 
for the Senate to say whether it shall be adopted. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator from Louisiana, 
I suppose, does not want to have the average price 
less when the volumes may be larger. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It has been already agreed 
that the average size of the volumes shall be a 
thousand pages. 

Mr. SIMMONS. You want to fix a less aver- 
age price than the old series, when the average 
number of pages in them was less than in these. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not understand the Sen- 
ator. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Before, the average was nine 
hundred pages. Now you alter the contract, and 
make it a thousand. 

Mr. FITCH. I think there is something in 
what the Senator from Rhode Island says. The 
average size of the volumes before was nine hun- 
dred pages. Now the average is a thousand. In 
view of all the facts, I believe we had better leave 
the matter as it is. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. My wish, sir, was not 
to have a single word to say on this subject, ex- 
cept by my vote. I intended to vote for the report 
of the committee as it was moved; nothing more, 
nothing less. I regret that an amendment has 
been adopted which requires the volumes to be a 
thousand pages. That may operate advanta- 
geously or disadvantageously, according to cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. FITCH. The Senator from Kentucky is 
mistaken in supposing the limitation is precise. 
That is to be the average. They may overrun it 
a little, or come below it. That is a the aver- 
age. The average of the first series was nine 
hundred pages; and the contractors desire the 
average of the present series to be the same, as [ 
perceive by their letter; but, in accordance with 
suggestions made on various sides, | consented 
to change the proviso, so as to make the average 
a thousand pages. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I intended to follow the 
committee; more disposed to rely a great deal on 
their report than on any imperfect knowledge I 
may have of the matter. I hope the amendment 
now offered willnotprevail. Itmay bea sequence 
or it may not be a sequence. It is supposed so. 
That is the deduction of the chairman of the com- 
mittee—that is all. His deduction may not ex- 
actly correspond to the results. When the rule 
comes to be applied, his calculation may not be 

recisely correct. I want to leave them the full 
nefit of the general terms prescribed, without 
any limitation imposed in any form. I know noth- 
ing about printing; I know nothing about con- 
tracts of this sort; but I can say to gentlemen, 
that I desire this work to proceed; I think it is a 
national work, involving the interests of the coun- 
try. Lam for it, and would vote for it now if it 
were to be initiated. 

I have one more word to say, sir, which isa 
word that I think is due in justice to these men. 
I have known them for forty years; and for thirty 


years of that time I never heard an imputation on 


« And that the deduetion of fifteen per cent. be made on |, their character or upon their honor; or a suppo- 


the average cost per volume of we first series of the State 
Papers, to wit: 810 50.’’ 

Mr. FITCH. I have but one objection to that 
amendment. I moved the amendment which I 
did, and which was adopted a moment since, be- 
cause of the receipt ofa letter from one of the con- 











sition that they had committed any fraud, or ob- 
tained any improper advantage of the Govern- 
ment. One thing we all know, that whatever they 
have contracte 
satisfactorily. That much | know; and that much 


I can say in general without judging of particu- 


to do, they have done well and 
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lars which I do not know. I believe them to be 
honest and upright men and gentlemen, yj, 
whatever may be said of the frauds commitd 
by others in relation to ee printing, [ ag 
loth to believe are guilty of anything connected 
with it. I know they have done their work wai 
They are gentlemen, and men of integrity and 
honor, and maintain, to this day, a respectabjj; 
in the press that I am sorry is not more imitatg 
than it is elsewhere. They maintain the decene 
and respectability and dignity of the press. Ther 
is one more evidence of their integrity: they hay, 
always been poor; and they have had public wor 
to do for the last forty years. This is evidenc 
with me, and every man who has an extensiy, 
knowledge of life. When public officers, oy 
who have had the means, as modern exam 


; lea* 
show, of defrauding the Treasury, as the be 
had, are poor, and are likely to die poor, fee 


no better evidence of their integrity; and | am 
disposed to listen with great distrust to any argy. 
ment calculated to prove to the contrary of this 
great evidence. It is satisfactory tome. [ shal 
vote for no other amendment but this of the Com. 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, if the Senatoy 
from Kentucky had been in his seat during thiy 
discussion, | am sure he would have thought i 
entirely unnecessary to defend the character of 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton. I have not heard, in the 
whole course of this discussion, one single word 
whispered to their discredit. For my own part, 
I have taken occasion twice to say that I had the 
utmost respect for those gentlemen in every rela. 
tion of life, public and social; that I had eve 
reason to be satisfied with their course toward m 
as a public man, which has always been courteous 
and fair; and so far from being animated by any 
feeling against them, personally and individually, 
I have, on the contrary, the kindest sentiments 
toward them; and what I have done, and what! 
have said, has only been dictated by a sense of 
—_ duty. I take pleasure in repeating that 

eclaration. I ask for the question on the amend. 
ment. , 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Louisiana to the amendment. 

Mr. FITCH. I trast sincerely that the ameni- 
ment will not be adopted. We have increased 
the average number of pages per volume, and now 
it is proposed to diminish the price. It is mani- 
festly aa unjust, indeed. Let it stand as itis, 

Mr. T OMBS. I hope we shall take the vot. 
We have praised these old gentlemen enough, and 
giventhem money enough. (Laughter.] Nov, 
for Ged’s sake, let us have a vote. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment to the amendment; and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. PUGH. I have paired off with the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Sumwer] in reference 
to all questions connected with the amendment as 
to the State Papers. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bingham little, Fes 
senden, Fitzpatrick, “Gwin, ent Saeen, King, La- 
tham, Polk, Powell, Saulsbury, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, 
Trumbull, Wilson, and Yulee—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bright, Brown, Cameron, 
Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fitch, 
Foot, Foster, Green, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Hemphill, Ken- 
nedy, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Rice, Sebastian, Sim- 
mons, Wade, and Wilkinson—27. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re 
jected. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
recurs on the amendment, as amended, 

Mr. DAVIS. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the contract 
made with Gales & Seaton, under the nineteenth section 
of the “Act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1859,”” approved the 12th of June, 1858, tor the publicatioa 
of a cuntingation of the Amcrican State Papers, be so md- 
ified as to require the publishers to defray all the expense’ 
of selecting, compiling, and arranging the documents propet 
to be included in work ; also the expenses of bindi'g, 
and of al! engraving on copper, steel, and wood, and for 
lithographing, which may be considered necessary by We 
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Re pre- 


sentatives, together with the expenses of preparing full and 
proper indexes for each volume, and a general index of the 
whole work, including the volumes contained in the frst 
al nt or incidental expenses wht 

3 and, moreover, that (04 


series, and 
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to be allowed to the publishers for said work shall be 
rvolume than the average ane per 
. e first series of the same, printed under 
— eee °, 1831. And the said volumes shall be 
she act 4 to tae Secretary of the Interior as the same may 
peuive rear fs who shal) place three hundred copies in the 
- rent of State for its use and for exchange with for- 
per Governments, and seven hundred copies in his own 
~ rtment for distribution to public libraries in the sev- 
eo and ‘Territories, and hold the residue of the 
copies in his custody subject to the further order of Con- 
aad the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to 
ay ‘he publishers of the said work, at the rate per volume 
redee mentioned, out of any money in the Treasury not 
a aia appropriated, as the same may be delivered to 
the Secretary of the Tnterior, and on his certificate of de 
livery. And so much of the atoresaid nineteenth section 
of the act of June 12, 1898, as is inconsistent with this act, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That the 
volumes shall average not less than one thousand pages. 


Mr. DAVIS. There are some matters in the 
amendment which I think changes the contract, 
and therefore | shall vote against it. 

Mr FESSENDEN. I ask for the yeas and 

18. 
mT he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. Before I vote, I wish to ask 
the honorable Senator from Indiana, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing, whether the 
contractors have agreed to the change of con- 
tract proposed ? ' 

Mr. FITCH. The amendment, after it had 
been agreed upon by the Senate Committee on 
Printing, was submitted to one of the contractors, 
Mr. Seaton, and he assented to it. Ascertaining, 


rice i 
freen per cent. less 


rice per volume was less than my previous data 
fad made it out, and ascertaining that fact from 
the accounts of our own Secretary, I again sent 


asked him again if he would assent to it? He 
said he would. I moved the proviso relative to 
the average number of pages per volume at his 
written request, which | now have before me, ad- 
dressed to me since he left the Capitol after the 
interview I had with him this morning. The 
only difference between his assent to my amend- 
ment, as fully submitted to him, and his request, 
is that, atthe instance of sundry gentlemen, who, 
perhaps, know more about it than I know, instead 
of moving that the average number of pages should 
be nine hundred a volume, as he requested, my 
proviso is that it shall be a thousand—a matter 
that I presume will not make much difference 
with the contractors. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Fitch, 
Foot, Foster, Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hemphill, Lane, Mal- 
lory, Mason, Nicholson, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Sim- 
mons, Wade, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Clingman, Davis, 
Doolittic, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Iverson, Johnson of 
tr eunessee, Kennedy, King, Polk, Powell, Slidell, 'Thom- 
son, Toombs, Trumbull, and Yutee—18. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster in 
the chair.) Tie next excepted amendment of the 
Committee of the Whole is: 

For the prosecution of the work on the Capitol extension 
during the fiseal year ending the 30th of June, 1861, the sum 
of $300,000. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I called for a separate vote on 
this amendment, because there was some misun- 
derstanding before as to the committee from which 
itcame. It was stated that it came from the Com- 
mittee on Finance; but it did not come from that 
committee, for the reason that they expressed no 
Opinion upon it; it was a business they had not 
investigated, and they were not prepared to give 
the facts which were necessary for the Senate, 1 
only calied for a separate vote so that the Senate 
might vote understandingly. It comes from the 

ommittee on Public Buildings, who, I have no 
doubt, have properly and intelligently investi- 
gated the subject. Ido not call for the yeas and 
nays; I only saked for a separate vote on it, 

t. BRIGHT. This amendment was inserted 
on my motion, and upon the recommendation of 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
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for him to-day, and stated that fact to him, and | 
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as I have already stated to-day, that the average || 
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It is in pursuance of an estimate, made by the | 
‘Treasury Department, for the purpose of continu- || 
I ’ pur] 
ing the Capitol extension. It would be a waste i 
of time for me to attempt to impress on Senators 
the importance and necessity of continuing this || 
work. A portion of the $500,000 estimated for has | 
already been providéd—g204,000 for paying ex- 
isting liabilities. This appropriation of $300,000 
is for the purpose of continuing the work, which 
is barely sufficient. In the present state of the 
Treasury, the committee did not feel at liberty to || 
insist on more. I hope there will be no objection || 
to it. | 
The amendment was concurred in. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next ex- | 
cepted amendment of the Committee of the Whole | 
was to strike out the following clause: 
“For collection of agricultural statistics, investigations || 
for promoting agricultural and rural cconomy, and the pro- | 
curement of cuttings and seeds, $60,000: Provided, how- | 
ever, That in the expenditure of this appropriation, and | 
especially in the selection of cuttings and seeds tor distri 


} 
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Tennessee, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pugh, Rice, Stidell, 
Thamson, Tooms Wigtall, Wilson, and Yulee—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Clark, Dix- 
on, Doolittle, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, 
Harlan, Hemphill, King, Lane, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, 
Saulsbury, Sebastian, Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, and 
Wilkinson—24, 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to offer an amendment 
from the Committee on Finance, based upon an 


|| estimate sent to me since the bill has been under 


consideration: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the 
Chickasaw Indians interest on $100,000, part of their na- 
tional fund, which was paid into the Treasury, in January, 
1857, on account of the redemption of that amount of the 
State stock of Ohio, previously held by that Department 
in trust for that fund, $21,000. 

The amendment explains itself. It seems that 
these Indians had $100,000 of Ohio State funds 
which were redeemed, and the money paid into the 
Treasury; the Treasury has not invested them, 


| and this is for the Treasury to pay the Indians 


bution, due regard shall be had to the purposes of general || the interest. 


| cultivation and the encouragement of the agricultural and 
} 


rural interests of all parts of the United States.” 


The question is, will the Senate concur with | Mr. SIMMONS. 
‘| Mr. TOOMBS. 


clause,? 


the Committee of the Whole in striking out this 


Mr. BIGLER. This is an amendment which 
was excepted, at my request, from the general | 
lL simply want to call for the yeas 
and nays uponit. [**Oh,no!’’] Very well, Lam | 
satisfied to take the vote. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We have no use for $60,000 | 
for these cuttings; and the committee struck it 
out. 

Mr. RICE. I hope the clause will be stricken | 
out. | have seen neither seeds nor cuttings for 
my region for a long time. 

Mr. HALE. I hope it may be stricken out. 
All that | got from the Patent Office last year | 
was a notice that they had some plants, &c., that 
would not grow north of the north line of Ten- | 
nessee. Now there isa little part of these United 
States that lies north of the north line of Tennes- | 
see, but that is utterly disregarded. 
appropriation will be stricken out, 

Ir. BROWN. Sodo I; but I live south of 
the line. 

Mr. BIGLER. IL ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think there is a very 
good reason why no seeds have been distributed 
this year. 


o far as the objection made by the Senator from | 
New Hampshire is concerned, if he will read the 


provision, he will see that it provides expressly | 


that, ‘‘in the expenditure of this appropriation, 
and especially in the selection of cuttings and seeds 
for distribution, due regard shall be had to the 
purposes of general cultivation, and the encour- 


agement of the agricultural and rural interests of || 
| all parts of the United States.’’ 


I suppose that 
will include New Hampshire even. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. That is according to what ‘due 
regard’? means. When the Senator gets a diction- 
ary that gives the meaning of ‘“*due regard,’’ he 
will find out that it does not mean north of the 
north line of Tennessee. [Laughter.] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust that this section 
will not be stricken out. I do not agree with 
many persons and many remarks I have heard 
made here in the Senate as to the inutility of dis- 
tributmg these seeds. I think the country has 


derived much value from some of the seeds and || : ; : 
|| partment to investigate the cattle disease which 


cuttings distributed through the Patent Office; and | 
it is the only thing that 1s done for the agricul- | 
tural interests of the country, I do not desire to 


take time; but trust this provision will be retained i 


in the bill. 
Mr, ‘TOOMBS, Let us have the question; we | 
all know all about it, 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 24; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs, Bright, Brown, Cameron, Chesnut, 


Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Green, 
Hale, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 


|| cent. 


I hope the || 


I believe we refused to make the ap- || 
Leen last year, and that is the reason for it. || 


Mr. SIMMONS. 


Is it for three years? 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


Yes, sir. 

Then, it is seven per cent. 
I made a mistake. It will be 
| four years at the end of this year, and the amount 


|| ought to be $24,000. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Why not put in the amend - 
| ment that it is to pay four years’ interest? 

| Mr. TOOMBS. Itis to enable the Department 
| to pay the interest due. Twenty-four thousand 
| dollars will cover four years’ interest at six per 
This is for 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860. 

| Mr. SIMMONS. But I should like the bill to 
say that it is for four years’ interest. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move a reconsideration of 
| the vote by which the Senate concurred in the 
proposed amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, striking out the appropriation of $60,000 
| for agricaltural purposes. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Did the Senator vote with the 
majority ? 

Mr. WILSON. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
draw the motion. 


Yes, sir. 

I hope the Senator will with- 
We have had the question 
| voted upon twice. ‘To bring it up again will open 
| a wide debate. There have been great abuses in 
this thing: I deemed it unnecessary to go into 
them when we had a vote in committee, and a 
vote in the Senate by yeas and nays, refusing to 
make the appropriation. It seems to me, that 
| the question te been very well considered. It 
| was argued in the Senate fast year, and they re- 
fused the appropriation after a debate that ex- 
tended through an hour or two. A great deal of 
the money is spent around this city, and it is 
thrown away on little employés of one sort and 
another. I have no doubt this proposition will 
open a debate of two or three hours. I hope that, 
after so deliberate an expression of the sense of 
| the Senate, the question will not be proposed a 
third time. Ido not think it is fair to the Senate 
or the country, that a proposition of this kind 
should be thrice thrust upon us as this has been. 
| Mr. WILSON. This clause was stricken out 
| 





| by but two majority. In my own judgment, the 


| in by the other branch, and we shall have to give 
| it up in the end. I think we had better reconsider 
it, and reduce the amount to a reasonable sum, 
| and keep the provision in the bill. I am told, 
| besides, that a movement is on foot in that de- 


1s now sweeping over the country, and exciting 
| a great deal of alarm; and the entire rejection of 
this proposition will cripple that department. I 
think we had better reconsider that question, as 
our vote is so close, and then reduce the amount 
from $60,000 to twenty-five or thirty thousand 

dollars. 
Mr. TOOMBS, This has nothing to do with 

| the cattle disease, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

is on the motion to reconsider. 





The question 


|} amendment striking it out will not be concurred * 
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Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TRUMEULL. Li t me appe ib to the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire to withdraw the call 
for the yeas and nays, and Ict the amendment be 
reconsidered by general consent, and then let us 
take the vote on its adoption. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope not, 
cousideration, " 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We do not want two yeas 
and nays on the same thine. 

Mr. TOOMRPS. |! oppose the reconsideration, 
and want to make that the test question, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought that the Serator 
was in a hurry to get through wit his bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam. 

Th yeas an nays were ordered. 

Mr. [VERSON. I did not intend to say any- 
thing about this question, as I sapposed ‘it set- 
tled. but as a test vote is to be had on the recon- 
sideration, I desire to state a few reasons why I 
shal! vote against the reconsideration; and I want 
to bring to the attention of the Senate and the 
country, some facts, which perhaps the Senate 
and the country do not know. It is proposed to 
appropriate $60,000 to purchase sceds and plants 
and cuttings for general distribution. Now, sir, 
how is that money to be apptied? How has it 
been applied heretofore? Congress, since 1839, 
has been appropriating money year after year, 


I oppose the re- | 


|| amount of appropriation. 


sometimes as much as $250,000, for the purchase 


of seeds for distribution; and of what benefit has 
all this been to the country? Lask any Senator 


to tell me what benefit all these appropriations | 
have been to the country. We have voted nearly | 


$2,000,000 out of the public Treasury to dissem- 
inate sceds and cuttings; and how much has it 
done for the country? 
I have ever been able to ascertain; but, sir, I will 
tell you what has been done with the money. 


Ten thousand dollars of the amount appropriated | 


two years ago, or last year, was applied in the 
construction of seed bags and seed papers, and it 
was done in this way: the employés, the clerks in 
this agricultural bureau, employed their own fam- 
ilies, employed their own children, their brothers 


and their sisters, the members of their families, | 


to make these seed bags at a price seven times 
greater than they could be made by contract in 
the city of New York. That is one way in which 
$10,000 of the appropriation has been expended. 
Another expenditure has consisted in the « mploy- 
ment of ten or fifteen men as laborers to grade a 
little piece of ground down here on the mall, 
where the tea plants are planted. The tea plants 
had been distributed, al something, it was sup- 
a was going to grow out of the tea plants; 


None whatever, so faras | 


nut before the experiment was completed, to as- | 
certain whether the tea plants could probably be | 


cultivated in thes country, they have been scat- 
tered in small parcels all over the whole country, 
and that experiment is likely to fail, as the sor- 
ghum sugar failed, and as every other experi- 
ment this Patent Office has ever made has always 
failed. 
ployed in grading there. To be sure?they are 
employed in cultivating grape cuttings; but those 

rape cuttings will cost ten times as much to the 
Ravaruence as the Same quantity of grape cut- 
tings could be purchased for from grape agricul- 
turists in this country. They now employ twelve 


or fifteen laborers, at salaries of from’ $600 to || 


$1,000 a year. 

This is the way that part of this appropriation 
is to be expended. Sir, it is an abuse which the 
Governmentoughttostop. One halfofthe amount 
which you appropriate every year is expended 
in this way for the purpose of paying employés 
that have nothing to do—mere sinecures—and I 
think itis high time that an abuse of this sort 
should be stopped. What does this office dis- 
tribute? Itsends mento New York,and to Penn- 
sylvania, and to Connecticut, and elsewhere, to 
buy seed from the seed-salesmen—esculents, cab- 
bages, beets, turnips, and such things—to dis- 


Here are twelve or fifteen laborers em- | 


tribute at a great expense to the Government, | 


which can be purchased in any drug store in the 
United States, and do no service whatever to the 
country. 

Several Senators. Not drug store. 

Mr. IVERSON. They are not drugs, but they 
are sold by druggists everywhere, and by seeds- 
men in every townin the United States; they can 
be purchased fora mere song. This-is the only 


benefit the country ever derives from this large | 


; waste. 


| the world. 





Sir, itis a mere sys- 


tem to feed a parcel of hungry men here in Wash- | 


ington eity who are too lazy or too dishonest to 
get their living in another way; that is about the 
sum and substance of it. 

Mr. BIGLER. | certainly do not rise with 
any intention to answer the general indictment of 
the Senator from Georgia. I do not know any- 
thing about these abuses. It is true I have heard 


edge,to make these general accusations. I think, 
atleast, they are unkind. Theremay be instances 


of extravagant payment for services; but all this | 
| addresses itself now to the responsible head of | 


that department; and I presume the impression 
which the Senator from é 

which he says is his belief, will have its influence 
upon that department. Ifthere be any such mon- 
strous abuse, I hope it will be stopped. I can- 
not allege that there is such an abuse. I take it 
that the men who are responsible in that depart- 
ment are as anxious to save money, and carry 
out the true intent of this appropriation, as any 
other men in the public service. 


| complaints as to the administration of this depart- | 
| ment; but lam not willing, without positive knowl- 


Mr. President, we go on here appropriating | 


millious upon millions, fifty to sixty millions a 
year, recognizing in every way all the great in- 
dusirial interests of the country. This mere pit- 
tance belongs to the greatest interest of all; that 
which is the basis of all. 
There may be apparent errors in the administra- 


| tion of this department; but it is an experiment 


for the benefit of agriculture. In some commu- 
nities it has been successful, and in others it has 
failed. Now I must say, in justice to myself, 
that inmy own region of my State some men have 
taken a great interest in it, and made great im- 
provements by the cuttings and seeds they have 
received from the Patent Office, and have impressed 
me with the necessity of maintaining this depart- 
ment. It is but candid to say that, in other parts 
of my State also, there are citizens who complain 


| that the seeds which they receive have failed, and 
they have been disappointed; but altogether, I say 


this mere pittance may well be paid to recognize 
this great interest, in your vast expenditures. 
You consider commerce; you are concerned about 
manufactures, and everything else. Agriculture, 
which is the basis of all the other great interests, 
might at least have this small recognition. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 hope this appropriation will 
be voted down. If there ever was a stupendous 


humbug in this country, it is in this matter of | 


seeds and cuttings. If agriculture or horticul- 
ture has ever been seriously damaged, it has been 
through the instrumentality of this Patent Office. 
The whole business of distributing seeds from the 
Patent Diice has been simply to break up the 
seedsmen, the honest dealers in thatarticle. Lan- 
dreth and others have been seriously damaged in 
their business; and I undertake to say that neither 
agriculture nor horticulture has in any way ben- 
efited by it. The whole thing has proved to be 
a most magnificent humbug, resulting, as all hum- 
bugs do, in inflicting serious injury upon one par- 
ty,and no benefit upon the other. I doubt very 
much whether the Patent Office ever sent a valu- 
able cutting to anybody, or anything that you 
could not get fora mere pittance from a seedsman 
or from a horticulturist. This $60,000 is mere 
If it were $60,000 thrown into the Poto- 
mac, and utterly wasted, | should care very little 
about it; but the expenditure of this money in- 
terferes very seriously, not only with people en- 
gaged in an honest trade, but it haumbugs honest 
experimenters into the belief that they can ac- 
complish something by receiving these seeds. Sir, 
I have been more cursed for sending out Patent 
Office seeds, than I have been for anything else in 
People tell me that they are old, de- 
eayed seeds. They plant them, and they never 
germinate; they never amount to anything. Gar- 
dens are lost, folds are lost, seeds are put into the 


-ground that do notsprout atall. The whole thing 
i} 1s a humbug. 
| to have anything to do with it. The best thing 
/ we can do is to turn loose from the appropriation, 


It is unworthy of the Government 


and let the whole thing fall. “That is my judg- 
ment. We took that ground two years ago, and 
I hope we shall not return to this abuse. 

The Senator from Massachusetts talks about 
the cattle disease. I hope the United States is not 
going to turn cow doctor. [Laughter] What 


It isa mere bagatelle. | 
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have we to do with the cattle disease? |. Cos. 
gress going to work to employ doctors to tak, : 

ake cars 


of the cattle? I understand trom the Senato,; 
~ ae Sat 


oy LO thas 
disease. All very well, in its way; but to onal 


to make eppropeeiane from the national Tre 

ury to look after the diseases of cattle is 9 sean 
up to us altogether a new department of busin 
We see at once where this thing is to drif, . 
Next we shall be asked to take cognizance of th, 
hog disease, the sheep disease, and so on. The 
only safety is in cutting loose from it. The Goy. 
ernment never had any power to buy any seed ; 
ordistribute any. It never had any right to de’ 
tor cattle, or sheep, or hogs, or anything else, All 


|| that belongs to the citizens orto the States, The 
reorgia has uttered here, || 


Federal Government never was organized for any 
I hope that the appropriation wij 
be defeated. P 

Mr. MALLORY. I suppose, sir, that jn pro 


| portion to the amount involved, this really js th 


most useless expenditure that we contemplate, | 


| have always regarded this distribution of seeds ag 


agreat fraud on the Treasury;and I agree mainly 


| with what has fallen from the Senator from Geop. 


gia. These seeds are purchased mainly in Noy 
York, Philadelphia, and Boston, and distribute 


| all over the country, with the names of the seeds. 


/men upon them. 


[t is simply transferring the 
seeds from one State to another, to supply those 
who ought to buy seeds for themselves. Another 
abuse has crept up under this appropriation, jf 
you examine your Patent Office reports, you wilj 
find that a vast amount of information has beep 


| collected, but it has been plagiarized from books 


which ought to be in the library of every agricul. 
turist. Our agricultural monthlies and jour. 
nals, and the agricultural books in our congres- 


| sional library, have been searched, and whol 


| that object. 


chapters have been incorporated verbatim et liter. 
atim, and put forth as Interior Department re. 
ports; and [ presume that, under the first clause 
of this very appropriation which contemplates the 
collection of informasion upon agricultural sub. 


jects, the disease to which the honorable Senator 


trom Massachusetts has adverted, is to be inquired 
into. IL have no doubt, if we pass this appropri- 
ation, a portion of the money Is to go directly to 
I suppose the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts refers to that when he makes an allusion 
to that subject. I hope that the proposition will 
not pass. The southern people are agricultur- 
ists; but they do not appear here and demand 
seeds. My State wants none of these seeds atall. 
Of course they will get a portion if you make the 
appropriation; but we do not stand here and ask 
for seeds; we buy ourown. It is a great abuse, 
sir. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron, 
Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, fale, 
Hanlin, Harlan, Hemphill, King, Lane, Latham, Nichol- 


| son, Polk, Powell, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Simmons, Trun- 


bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—28. 

NAYS—Messts. Bragg, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Cling- 
man, Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Green, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, 
Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Rice, Slidell, 
Thomson, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee—25. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question recurred upon concurring in the 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole, 
to strike out the clause. 

Mr. IVERSON. I believe the clause proposed 
to be stricken out is now open to amendment. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it is. 

Mr. IVERSON. I have an amendment to offer: 


Provided, That no part of this amount shall be expended 
as a commissjon, exchange, gift, dividend, or loan, or 4s 
compensation for extra services to any clerk, messenget, 
watchman, or other person already receiving a salary oF 
Wages under the Government of the United States, nor (0 
any partner, employé, or member of the family of any such 
clerk, messenger, watchman, or other person employed by 
the Unitea States as aforesaid ; and should the provisions of 
this section be violated, or any such employé of the | nited 
States be detected or be known to sell, exchange, or other 
wise dispose of any cuttings, seedsgor other property a 
ing from this or any previous agricultdral appropriation 0 
Congress, such clerk, messenger, watchman, or other per 
son receiving a salary or wages as aforesaid, shall be “is 
missed from office. 


If this money is to be appropriated, I desire © 
throw some guards around its wasteful, extrav® 
gant, and dishonest expenditure by employ® !" 
the office. I know, or at least I have reason 
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believe, that some portion of = meng ney i] 
ear is expended and used up by the employés | 
your! ives; by the watchmen, the clerks, and the 
theme, employed in that office, and paid out to 
eeaiues or their immedjate families. Large 
” j extravagant prices are paid for the construc- 
ae! of pags for the purpose of putting up these | 
ton P want to puta stop to that abuse, be- 
a consider ita very large abuse. 1 under- 
one that $10,000 have been expended for bags, | 
at seven cents apiece, whieh could be bought in 
New York for one cent. ' ne 
~ [desire to put an end to abuses which I believe | 
exist. A good many of these seeds get out of the 
office in some Way, and get into the drug stores 
and sced stores for sale. One thing is certain, 
that Patent Office seeds ure found im the drug |! 
stores of this city for sale. How they get there 
| do not understand. They cither get there 
through the employés of the office, or members of | 
Congress, after they are distributed, sell them 
themselves; and I do not suppose members of 
Congress ever did sucha dirty thing as that. I 
understand—I do not state it as a fact, but fam 
informed and believe—that tea plants have been 
offered in the streets of Washington during the 
sresent session at two dollars apiece. Where did | 
they come from? Did members of Congress, af- 
ter getting tea plants, offer them for sale for their 
own benefit? [trust not. Ido not believe that. | 
How did they get out, then? They must have 
got out in a manner that is not ereditable to the 
ofice. | want to put a guard on these abuses. I | 
think they exist; and I think itis ourduty, if we | 
ar propriate money, to guard its application, and | 
therefore { offer this amendment. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the tenor of the 
amendment offered by the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, | think, should satisfy us that he has | 
reason to believe that this appropriation for the 
distribution of seeds from the Patent Office is a 
corruptand corrupting exerescence upon the Gov- 
ernment. | know nothing in the world of the facts; 
but | do know that the expenditures for this, al- 
though comparatively small in proportion to the 
other expenditures of the Government, must, of 
necessity, become a source of corrupting expend- 
iture and tendencies on the part of the Govern- 
ment. I hope the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Georgia will be adopted. I do not 
knowthat it will prevent anything; but it will tend 
to enlighten the public mind as to the character | 
of this expenditure. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. IVERSON. I have some other amend- 

} ments to offer to this clause. My next amend- 
ment is: 

ind provided further, ‘That all cuttings and seeds and 
other articles procured, including the materials and labor 
employed in packing the same, shall be done by contract 
With competent and responsible parties, the same to be put | 
up inasecure manner, properly labeled, and delivered to | 
the order and to the satistaction of the Secretary of the In- | 
terior, on reasonable terms, to be judged of by the said Sec- 
retary, and when practicable, at wholesale and trade prices. 


_Mr. PUGH. I hope that will be rejected, for 
ifwe get it under a contract with anybody, we 
shall never be rid of it. I think we had better 
stand where we are. It is a great abuse; but this 
only tends to make it worse.. If we give it out by 
contract, we shall never see the end of it. 

Mr. IVERSON. These seeds are all purchased | 
from the salesmen in the various cities under con- | 
tracts made by the head of the bureau. Itis done 
under a contract now. 

Mr. PUGH. But this proposes to give out the 
Work of putting them up in bags and boxes to 
contract; and if you get anybody interested in 
that branch of business in ashington city, you 
will never get rid of it. 

Mr. IVERSON. I want to compel the Com- | 
missioner of Patents to let out the constru~tion 
of these bags and papers by contract, and not 
‘ave particular persons employed to do it. The | 
abuse now is, that individuals about the office | 
and their families are employed, at extravagant 
ices, and | want to put a stop to it by compel- 
tin? = officer in charge to let out the construc- 
aan these bags, and other materials that are || 
re sary, by contract, and then we shall get* 

at moderate prices. 


he amendment to the amendment was re- || 
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i, ever been submitted to Congress. 
| know how the money is expended; to whom it is 


| to have some protection. 


| may sce to whom the money goes, and for what 
| purposes. I will modify my amendment by adding 


| of this appropriation.” 


| the Interior, who is one of the Cabinet officers, 


| abuses do exist, as the Senator from Georgia says, || 
| Patents that will allow no such thing. 


| about these abuses. j 
| nates; and these higher officers know nothing of 


| to Congress for the amount paid. 


Mr. IVERSON. I have another amendment: 

ind provided further, That, at the commencement of | 
each session of Congress, the Secretary of the Interior | 
shall cause to be reported to both Houses of Congress a 
detailed statement of the expenditures of this appropria 
tion, giving copies of all the vouchers therefor; and also 
a statement of all unexpended funds, and ail liabilities net 
paid on account of this appropriation. 

Mr. HUNTER. It will require extra clerks 
to perform all that service. 

Mr. IVERSON. If it requires extra clerks, 
they can be paid for out of the appropriation, and 
the Government will lose nothing by that. The 
fact is, all this money has been expended here- 
tofore, and not a single statement or account has 


We do not 


paid; or for what purpose; and I think we ought 
We ought to have the 
accounts presented to Congress, that Congress 


to it: **the expense of which is to be taken out 


Mr. TRUMBULL. We have a Secretary of 


and we have a Commissioner of Patents, a gen- 
tleman of high character and standing; and I think 
that to have reported to Congress copies of the 
vouchers for the little papers and bags that are 
made to put up seeds in, is a very small matter; 


and the statements made by the Senator from | 
| Georgia, it seems to me, are a direct impeachment 





of these high officers of the Government. There | 
may have been very great abuses. [| know noth- | 
ing about them. I trust that, if such abuses have | 
existed, they will be corrected. Lshould presume | 
that the Commissioner of Patents had some su- 
pervision over these accounts, and the Secretary 
of the Interior too. It seems to me that itis a | 
very small matter to require copies of these vouch- | 
ers to be presented here. Besides, | trust, if these 





and $10,000 has been squandered upon favorites, 
the time is not far distant when we shall have a 
Secretary of the Interiér and a Commissioner of 


Mr. IVERSON. I have not impeached the 
Secretary of the Interior, or the Commissioner 
of Patents. I do not believe they know anything 
They are done by subordi- 


them; but I want these subordinates who have 
the control and management of these funds to let 
out these small contracts, and to be accountable 


Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. Then I trust we shall have 
officers who know what their subordinates do. I 
take it to be the duty of the officers at the head of 
the different Departments to know what is done by 
their subordinates. The idea that money can be 
squandered by tens of thousands of dollars in an 
appropriation of $60,000, and the heads of your 
bureau and Departments know nothing about it, 
and not be responsible for it, is, to my mind, pre- 
posterous. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the abuse is in 
making the appropriation. Ido not know how 
these seeds are distributed, or who makes the lit- 
tle packages in which they are put. They must 
be made by somebody, no matter by whose hands 
itmay be. The abuse is in making the appro- 

| 
| 
' 





priation. My colleague may be right that it will 
require clerks to copy the accounts. All the bet- 
ter. Let aclerk copy the accounts, and let the 
accounts be exposed to the American people, and 
let the people of the States see the abuse, and see 
what itis. I shall vote for the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Georgia with great pleas- 
ure. I say this isa corrupt and corrupting ex- 
crescence; and let the American people see the 
characte and extent of the corruption. 
the amendment will prevail. 

The amendmentto the amendment was rejected; 
there being, on a division—ayes 11, noes 23. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 move to amend the clause by 
striking out “* $60,000,’’ and inserting ‘* $40,000.”’ 

Mr. |VERSON. I hope that will prevail. That | 
was the very motion made last year. The Sen- | 
ator from Ohio moved to reduce the amount from | 
$60,000 to $40,000, and the Senate passed it. I | 


I hope | 


think $40,000 is quite enough to throw away. ! 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| far done us no good. 
| never hear a man talking of benefiting the great 
| interests of this country by an appropriation, 
| without feeling that the great agricultural interest 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole in striking out the clause as it has now 
been amended. 

Mr. TOOMBS. AsI do not wish there should 
be any mistake about the reasons upon which 
this case is put by the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania, | shall say a word. He talks of 
$60,000,000 a year for the great interests of the 
country. If we expend them for legitimate pur- 
poses, itis all well enough; but when that Senator 
attempts to improve the great agricultural interests 
of this country by the Patent Office, he has under- 
taken a pin-hook business, and one that has so 
They do not ask it; and I 


is to be plundered. Thatis whatit means; nothing 


else. Protecting the great interests of the coun 
try! Do you suppose anybody you will get 


around the Patent Office will teach the people how 
to raise cabbages, how to raise potatoes, how to 
raise beets, how to raise sugar, how to raise corn, 
and how to raise cotton? They never followed 
those pursuits; or if they did, they failed at them, 
and that is the reason why they are here. They 


| are totally ignorant of that or any other business; 
| are unfit for any other pursuit; and that is the 


reason they come here to live off the Government. 
That is the history of the whole thing; and this 
scheme is merely for the purpose of squandering 
the public money in order to get popularity for 
members of Congress by sending seeds to old 
women all through their districts. These seeds 
nobody expects to be of any benefit to the coun- 
try; for we have tried the system twenty years, 
and it has failed, 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I think there haa 
been great abuse in the introduction of foreign 


| seeds and plants; but I think intelligent men, 


systematically pursuing such inquiries, lead to 


| information. I do not mean that they have taught 
| any one how to cultivate sugar, or beets, or corn; 








but they have introduced new varieties of plants, 
the distribution of which has been useful to the 
country. The introduction of the Chinese sugar- 
cane alone has been a great contribution to the 
cultivation of the country. They have introduced 
new varieties of sugar-cane, which would not 
have been introduced by private enterprise. They 
have introduced new varieties of cotton seeds. 
All these things are useful, and I do not doubt 
that if we had an agricultural institution, where 
experiments could be made by trained persons, it 


| would lead to great results, beneficial results. My 


objection is that this Government was instituted 


| for no such purpose; it has no such function. 


There is no warrant in the Constitution which 
authorizes this Government to go on to purchase, 
or import seeds, for distribution to the people. If 
agree with the Senator from Virginia, that it has a 


| corrupting tendency, though I would not exaetly 
| say, with him, that itis corrupt in itself, 


It is 
demoralizing, injurious to our institutions; and 
for that reason, t shall oppose it. 

Mr. IVERSON. I ask for the yeas and nays, 
[**Oh, no tal 

Mr. PUGH. I hope we shall not have the yeas 
andnays. We have had them three times on this 
proposes already. 

Mr. [VERSON. 

Mr. MASON. 
and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFPICER. ‘The Chair wiil 
first put the question on ordering the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to say something 
on that very question. Forty years ago, sir— 
though I am sacrificing a good deal by saying it— 
I was in the Senate one Congress, and the yeas 
and nays were never called for during the two 


I withdraw the call. 
[ renew the call for the yeas 





| sessions of Congress I then served in the Senate 


but on one occasion, except where the Constitu- 
tion required es and nays to be taken. They 
were never called for by a member except on one 
occasion, and that I perfectly well remember to 
this day. It was upon fixing the price of public 
lands. The call for the yeas and nays struck the 
Senate with some harshness, and some of the 
older members thought thatthe member who made 
the call had ruined himself forever. It was looked 
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upon with some astonishment by such men as Ru- 





fus King, and those who were then in the Senate. | 


They looked at each other, and it was whispered 
around, ** is it supposed that it will affect any 


man’s vote by having the votes recorded?’’ The | 


wonder ran all around the Senate. This call comes 


from the Senator from Virginia, for whom I have 


the highest respect; and I know he will take my 
reminiscence in good part, and not accuse me of 
unkindness to him. 

Mr. MASON. None in the world, sir. Mr. 
President, the Senator from Kentucky is speak- 
ing of forty yearsago. I very much apprehend 
that the Senate of the United States has changed 
its character in the lastforty years. I donot speak, 
of course, of the Senators who represent States—I 
speak of the Senate. Sir, we have known what 
was unknown forty years ago—citizens of the 
States canvassing the States, addressing the peo- 
re in public assemblies for a seat in the Senate. 
We have known that. We have known of Sen- 
ators leaving their seats here and going to the Le- 
gislatures in session, when the election was to take 
ylace, to canvass there for a seat in the Senate. 
We have known that, I say, sir, the Senate of 
the United States has changed its character in 
forty years. The Senate of the United States was 
intended by the Constitution to be a deliberative 
body; it was intended by the tenure of its office— 


a more extended tenure than is given to any office | 


of the Federal Government, not excepting the 
President, the highest officer—to be placed beyond 
the reach of popular emotion. 
that stage. The Senator is speaking of forty years 
ago. We are deliberating now after the lapse of 
forty years. ‘The Government is undergoing a 
change. We are realizing Democratic proclivities. 
We are realizing that which the Constitution 


. Ph ‘ . : . | 
never intended. ‘he Constitution has guarantied | 


arepublican form of government, and that is as 
much an exclusion of a democracy as it is of a 
monarchy. 
to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, that in 


the day to which he alludes, forty years ago, the | 
Senate understood its constitutional organization; | 


it was a deliberative body. Now, itisa popular 
body; and here we are scuffling about an appropri- 
ation of $60,000—for what purpose? Todistribute 
alms amongst the people to buy their votes—no 
other purpose, nove in the world, | beg the pardon 
of the honorable Senator from Kentucky for re- 
peating to himagain that forty years ago the char- 
acter of the Senate was felt by Senators in its con- 
stitutional position, and that it has since changed. 
I called for the yeas and nays on this proposition, 
and I hope I shail be sustained in the call. The 
amendment has been changed since the yeas and 
nays were last called for. The amendment has 
been changed by adopting a provision offered by 
the Senator from Georgia. I trust to expose tothe 
States the character of thisappropriation, and what 
it leads to; and L hope the yeas and nays will be 
taken on it. ‘The character of the amendment has 
been changed since the vote was last taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, whether the Senate will concur in striking out 


the clause as now amended. The yeas and nays |! 


are called for. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I happened to be out of the 
Chamber when the Senator from Virginia com- 
menced his remarks, and I was not favored with 
hearing the whole of them. | got in just when 


he was demonstrating that Democracy was un- | 


constitutional. | have long been of that opinion 
myself; but | do not understand the application 
of it to this proposition. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Cling- || 


man, Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Green, Hunter, 


iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, || 
Pearce, Pugh, Rice, Slidell, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee | 


—W. 

NAYS—Messers. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 
Gwin, Hale, Hawlin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of 'Ten- 
nessee, King, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, 
Saulsbury, Sebastian, Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, and Wilson—30. 


So the amendment striking out the clause was | 


non-concurred in. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to renew an amend- | 


ment which was offered in the Committee of the 





We have passed 


l say, with the great respect J bear | 
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|| Whole _: the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. do, is not to afford court-house accommodati ————— 
Green,} No. 43,1 believe, making an appropria- || for Washington, but court-house accommeay vas that U 
tion of some six thousand five hundred dollars, || tions for yourselves; for the Federal Goverea held in th 

|| recommended by the Secretary of War, for com- || The Federal Government appoints these jude ommodat 

| pleting the maps and reducing the observations || pays them out of the national ‘Freasury, “wd be applied 
of the survey for an interoceanic ship canal near || sit by your authority. Every suit, unless it be date the © 


the Isthmus of Darien, by way of the Atrato and 
Truando rivers. The amendment is on the table, 
and I desire to renew it. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 

For the purpose of paying existing liabilities, and to fur- 
nish the maps and calculations of the survey of the Atrato 
route of interoceanic canal, $6,500. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will say that this sur- 
| vey has been made, and the officer having charge 
| of it, Mr. Michler, has made his report to Colonel 
Abert. Colonel Abert says: 

**[T would invite your attention to the report of Lieuten- 
ant Michler, who, under assignment of the War Depart- 
ment, Was engaged upon the survey of the interoceanic 
ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, via the Atrato and 
Truando rivers. 

** Since his return from the scene of his field operations, 
considerable progress was made in the reduction of obser- 
vations and preparing the maps, until the want of means 
compelled him to suspend progress, and discharge the com- 
puters and draughtsmen. 

* The valuable information procured by Lieutenant Mich- 
ler should not be leit in its unfinished condition in the ar- 
chives of the bureau; but such will be the case unless 
Congress will grant the aid of a small appropriation, for 
which Lieutenant Michler presents an estinrate of $6,500 ; 
which includes the amount already due his assistants, and 
that required to complete the report and maps, which may 
be laid before Cougress at an early day. 

**'The estimate is approved by the bureau, and your ree- 
ommendation to Congress for the passage of the appropri- 
| ation is respeetiully urged.” 

The Secretary of War calls attention to this 
report, and concludes what he has to say upon 
the subject by stating: 

** | would respectfully invite your attention to the report 
of Lieutenant Michler, who, under assignment of the War 
Department, was engaged upon the survéy of an inter- 
| oceanic shipcanal near the Isthmus of Darien, via the At- 
rato and Truando rivers. Since his return from the scene of 
his field operations, considerable progress has been made 
in the reduction of observations and preparing the maps, 
| until the want of means compelled him to-suspend prog- 
| ress and discharge the computers and draughtsmen. The 

valuable information procured by Licutenant Michler 
| should not be lettin its unfinished condition in the archives 

of the bureau, to prevent which a small appropriation will 
be required.” 

That is the information in regard to it; and I 
/ am informed that Congress having made an ap- 
propriation ata former session for the purpose of 
making the survey, it is desirable that the coun- 
try should have the benefit of it. The appropria- 
tion asked is only $6,500. I hope the Senate will 
| coneur mn it. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty- 
eight, noes not counted. 

Mr. BROWN. I| moved an amendment yes- 
_ terday in reference to the extension of the court- 
house part of the City Hall, which, in a very thin 
Senate, was rejected by a small majority. I now 
propose to reoffer it in the Senate: 

For the extension of the west part of the City Hall, in the 
| city of Washington, for the purpose ot affording needful 
accommodations forthe circuit and other courts of the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, $39,000; said sum to bo expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall 
assign the rooms in said extension among said courts and 
their officers. 

L hope that, for two minutes, I may have the 
attention of the Senate upon this question. 

Mr. TOOMBS. You argued it once fully. 

Mr. BROWN. | know I argued it once, and I 
shall argue it again to Senators who will not lis- 
ten. The Government has a vast interest in this 
' question. Its archives, I tell Senators now, are 
| lying in the halls of the court-house building, 
commonly know as the City Hall, exposed—ex- 
posed to everybody; exposed to all sorts of dep- 
redations, and simply because the Government 
|, has provided no place for their safe-keeping. They 

are records in which the Government hfs a large 
concern, involving its own interests; involving 
everybody else’s interest. The City Hall does not 
| belong to the Government. It was originally con- 
structed by the city of Washington, at a cost of 
some seventy thousand dollars. The Government 
purchased an interest init. It never has dis- 
| charged its obligation for that interest. It now 
| occupies about three fifths of the whole building; 
and I state, upon personal knowledge, thatit never 
has paid three fifths of the cost. Its own officers, 
| its own courts, the Government courts, require 
\\ larger accommodations. What you are asked to 
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brought between private parties, is brough, 
the name of the United States. They are Pedy 
and not district courts. The city of W. aa, 
ton has its own municipality, Georgetowy |. 
its, and the District of Columbia outside of 
two eities has what is called the levy court, 

is their government. Everything beyond tha 
in Congress. You appoint the judges; you . 
the prisoners; whatever is done is done by yo 
eer and I tell you, from a personal ins . 
tion of the premises, that you have not provided 
accommodations for your own courts. Your oy, 
judges say so. Three Secretaries of the Interig, 
in succession have said the same thing, and bo 
member of this body can go into the court-hoyy 


J agree the 
‘out in goo 
want of fa 
appropriat 
Jumbia W 
that what! 
have come 
the courts 
modation 

true, from 
experienc 
ment in a 
purposes 

city, with 
for it chee 


and look at it, who will not come back conyinos ship. 

that the court-house accommodations are ingyg. Mr. BR 
cient for the transaction, not of the District hyg. seems not 
ness, but of yous ousiness—the business of thy is called | 


Government. 

The accommodations for your own courts a» 
insufficient; and no man, I undertake to say, ip 
Congress or out of it, can go and examine thy 
premises and come to any other conclusion. Py 
years and years this appropriation has been asked 
for. Congress has refused it, ag it did the othe 
day and may do it again to-night, simply becaug 
it is supposed to be a sort of douceur offered to the 
District of Columbia. I know that the peop) 
here have the least imaginable interest in it. |; 
is an interest of the Government—an interes 


repeal, ag 
erected by 
ment had 
courts, an 
was In a 

condition. 
—almost 

take one 1 
other half 
but, after 
tribute $3 
wav of di 


which belongs to you, which belongs to the State, [have be: 
belongs to all of us, and which we ought to atten know all 
to. You build court-houses in every State of tk aid for a 
Union. There is not a State of the Union wher t has sp 
the Government has not erected a court-housefiy Mr. 1X 
its own accommodation. Why should you no Mr. B 
erect a court-house here? The Senatoy from Mis. about thr 
nesota [Mr. Rice] suggests that there is one Star derstand, 
where you have not erected court-houses. Per. recollect | 
haps you have not in little Minnesota, because and the p 
she has not been long in; but certainly in all the for this. 

older States you have built court-houses, ata lary the slight 
expense. Youare bound to doit. They are you pence wh 
courts. Why should the States be called upon officers, } 


Interior, 
this thing 
Washing 
citizens | 


Federal 2 


build court-houses for the accommodation of the 
Federal Government? Why should this Distric 
be called upon to build a court-house for yourw- 
commodation? The things assimilate. Thes 
are your courts, held for your accommodation; 


everything is done under your authority. It would Mr. Pl 
be the same thing to the District of Columbiaif my frien 
you had no court-house. Washington city pur- Cisse the 
| ishes its own criminals, through its own author alteratior 
ity, and has nothing to do with your court-house; the Depa 
Georgetown does the same thing; and the county strike om 
portion of the District of Columbia does the same ote . 
| thing. Your authority exists entirely above them; ha ‘ ed 
independent of them. You have no more right a ruil 
to ask the people of this District to build court bed et 
houses here for your accommodation than you h » wit! 
have to ask the people of the States to do it; not Bat it te 
even as much. — have built court-houses it oat ccest 
New York, in Massachusetts, in New Ham,- oa ge 
shire, in all the States; and why should you no = hit 
do it here? All that is asked by the amendmett somethit 
is that you shall make ample, proper, and decett nie arra 
| accommodation for your own courts. es of t 
| Mr. MASON. Ifthe Senator, who is chairman able t 
of the Committee on the District of Columbia, wil P M x 
ask for an appropriation to build a court-hout _ ees 
| for the purposes of the District, as separated frow in precis 
: : ae | building 
those of the city, I shall cheerfully vote for tt. coe 
Mr. BROWN. I have to say to the Senaier P 2 rf 
from Virginia, that the ground upon which wink? 
Ciiy Hall stands belongs to the Government, and Mr.1 
no conveyance of it has ever been made to wlar 4 
city of Washington. The city of Washingt eos yak 
has simply an interest, by the sufferance of °. B 
Government, in the building that stands upo! Me hein G 
Mr MASON. I will state the reasons why teach 
make the suggestion. Amongst the earliest thing Me ; 
1 was called upon to do when I came 1nt0 cinivel 
Senate, some twelve or fourteen years ago, Wa Mr * 
to vote an appropriation of some forty thous? bir bs 
dollars to enable the city of Washington to = to say 
plete the City Hall; and the reason assigned for Mr. 1 
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‘| Senator from Mississippi wholly misapprehends || they are Federal records; they belong not to the 








} 
i} 
} 


| tue case. He talks of its being our duty to do || State; are not subject to its authority. 


| and C, a Government record? 


Mrr TOOMBS. How is a deed between A, B 


’ 


Mr. BROWN. I care nothing about deeds. 


|| I speak of that which belongs to Federal author- 


| whether it is a deed. 


| der the custod 


ity, whether it isasummons, whether it is a writ, 
It is a paper which belongs 
to the authority of the United States, and is un- 
of the Federal Government, and 


| is not to be subjected to the authority of this mu- 


nicipality, any more than writs attested in the 
name of the United States are under the authority 
of the State of Georgia, or any other State. I 


assert that, within this District, every record, 





| 
| 
| 
| 








every summons, every writ, is in the name of the 
United States; belongs to the Federal Govern- 
ment, and not to the city of Washington, or the 
District of Columbia. It belongs to you, then, 
as a coérdinate branch of Congress and of the 
Government, to provide some place for the safe- 
keeping of these papers. The Government should 
provide a proper place for the holding of its own 
courts. I cannot admit, with the Senator from 
Georgia, that it is incumbent on the people of this 
District to provide a place for the Federal Gov- 
ernment to hold its courts. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Does the State of Mississippi 
provide a piace for the records of the different 
counties in the State? 

Mr. BROWN. Not at all; nor does Missis- 
sippi provide a place for the Federal Government 


| tohold its courts. The Federal Government holds 


the courts here; the judges are appointed, not by 
the people of the District, they are appointed by 
the Federal authority; appointed by the President 
of the United States, confirmed by the Senate. If 
every man, woman, and child in this District 
should protestagainst the appointment ofa judge, 
still, if the President and Senate chose to appoint 
him, he would be appointed. So of the marshal. 
He is appointed by Federal authority. The whole 
thing is above and beyond the nbienel of the 
people of this District. Then, by what right do 
you come back upon these people, and say that it 


belongs to them to provide places for holding 


your courts, and bearing the expense? It is not 
their business. Itis your business. The judges 


are appointed by your authority. The marshal 
who makes the arrests is appointed by the Pres- 


| ident, by and with the advice and consent of the 
| Senate. 


The writs are issued in the name of the 
United States. It is all your business. It is all 
done in your name, by your authority; and I as- 
sert that it belongs to you to provide proper places 
for holding these courts, and not to the people of 
this District. = 

Now, sir, by way of vindicating these people, 
I assert, again, that they have never asked that 
you shall provide accommodation for these courts. 
‘They do not care one sixpence whether you do it 
or not. The city authorities have not petitioned 
for it; the people have not. This application 


| does not come from Washington city, nor from 


the citizens of the District; it comes from the 
Federal authority. It comes from the judges ap- 
pointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate; from the marshal, and from your own 
Secretaries. Under these circumstances, if you 


|| havea mind not to do it, you will not disappoint 
the people of this District. 


They do not care a 
snap of a finger, so far as they are concerned, 
whether you make the grant or not. I ask for 
the yeas and re pe 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 13, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Green, Hemphill, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Pugh, Rice, Se- 
bastian, Simmons, Wilson, and Yulee—13. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bigler, Bingham, Bragg, Chesnut, Clark, 
Clingman, Davis, Doolittle, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Grimes, 


| Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, 


King, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Saulsbury, Sli- 


| dell, Thomson, Toombs, Trumball,Wade, and Wigtali—2s. 


—> ————— : : otc aneaacenenonanaercapenayhsenssaaiaaseeanpensnoeeemseneeememameeeas 
y — = . . 
— was that the Federal courts of - District wate 
~» the building, and that there was no ac 
tin pele ‘od tion for them, and thatthis $40,000 would || this; of these being our courts, Federal courts. 
Judges; po eed as far a8 Was necessary to accommo- | Between whom do they administer justice? Be- 
They be “Pr . courts of the District within that limit. | twixt man and man in this District. Whose || 
wal 4a ne that as far as | know, they then carried it |, order is preserved by punishing a thief here? The 
Ught ip [ agre . vod faith: I do not charge them with any || order of the District of Columbia. Who is the | 
Federal adi faith; but now they ask for an additional || plaintiff, who the defendant, in an action of eject- || 
ashing. Se oeratio® for the courts of the District of Co- | ment? Individuals living in the District of Co- 
bal Prin within that building. I have no doubt | lumbia. : : 
a t what the Senator says is true—other Senators || What case is brought in these tribunals that is 
Tea oe come te me and stated the same fact—that || not between citizens of the District of Columbia? 
. eas rapper of the District have not proper accom- | There is no analogy between these courts and | 
= dation in the building. I have no doubt it is | the Federal courts in the States. Until within 
12 You as from what I am told; I have no personal || the lastten years, untila reckless disregard of the 
ae perience. If the Senator will put the amend- | public money became common in the Senate and 
snail ment in a shape to build a court-house for the || House of ee no court-houses were | 
I . urposes of the District unconnected with the |, built by the United States, except in three or four 
marie «v. with no partnership of any kind, I will vote places inthe larger cities. Take the States through- 
” 2 roe it cheerfully; but { want no further partner- || out the Union: the States furnish the judges, but 
rina ship. || the court-houses and jails are furnished by the va- | 
> insuf. Mr. BROWN. Just one word. The Senator | rious localities. Why should not the people of || 
ict bus. seems not to understand the terms on which what i this District do the same thing? We pay all their 
s of th is called the City Hall is occupied. I desire to || expenses. We pay their judges; we pay their 
. repeat, again, that the building was originally | juries; and now we must find places to put their 
UTS ape erected by the city of Washington. The Govern- || title papers. ‘The Senator says their title papers 
D Say, in ment had provided no accommodation for its own |) are outin passages. Well, sir, let them stay there | 
nine the courts, and it was taken into it. The-building | and rot, if they will not take care of them. What 
on. Fy was in a very dilapidated and almost wretched | obligation is there on the people of the United 
en asked condition. The whole exterior of it was wretched | States to take care of the title papers of the citi- | 
he other —almost disgusting. Congress finally agreed to || zens of the District of Columbia? These are their 
because take one half of it, leaving the city to occupy the 1 local courts. Of course, process runs in the name | 
“ed to the other half. Congress did not pay up its arrears; || of the United States, because we have exclusive 
peopl but, after a while, Congress was asked to con- | jurisdiction; but it is in no sense upon the ground 
init. fk tribute $30,000 towards fitting up the building, by || the Senator puts it, that we are bound, because | 
interes way of discharging its portion of the obligation. | we have to support courts in New York and other | 
e States, [ have been upon the committee all the time, and | places, to do it here. These are local courts, 
© attend know al! about it. The Government has never |, Again: if you look at the expense of the ad- 
ate of th aid for as much of the. building as it occupies. || ministration of justice in the District, you will 
on when t has spent about $45,000, I think. : | find that the Government of the United States 
house for Mr. DOOLITTLE. Which is our half? _ || pays more for the administration of justice here 
you no Mr. BROWN. We occupy this end of it, |) than it costs one third of the States of the Union. | 
‘om Min. about three fifths of the whole building, as I un- | It is a wild waste; | know that as a member of 
one State derstand. 1 beg the Senator from_Virginia to ] the Committee on the Judiciary. I say it is the 
s. Per recollect that the city authorities of Washington || business of the people of Washington to build 
- because and the people of Washington have never asked || their own court-houses, just as much as itis of | 
in all the for this. They have never interfered with it in |) the people of the different counties in the various | 
ata lars the slightest degree, and do not care a single six- || States of the Union. While Lowa furnishes her 
are your pence whether you do this or not. Itis your own |) judges, the people of the counties build the sourt- 
1 upon to officers, your own judges, your Secretary of the || houses, and take care of their own records. 
on of the Interior, your Federal officers, who ask to have || The Federal Government pays the judges and ju- 
s District this thing done; not for the accommodation of || rors here, which it ought not to do; but, by anal- 
‘yours: Washington, not for the accommodation of the || ogy to the rest of the people ofthe United States, | 
These citizens here, but for the accommodation of the || the people here should build their own court- | 
odation: Federal authorities. houses, for these are their own courts. The muni- 
It would Mr. PUGH. 1 desire to make a suggestion to || cipal authorities here have but very limited crim- 
‘umbia if my friend. I see that in his amendment he spe- inal jurisdiction, and no civil jurisdiction at all. | 
city put cifies the particular part of the building for the || They have no jurisdiction excepting in minor of- 
- author alteration to be desired. 1 propose to leave it to || fenses, and very small cases. All the rest of the 
rt-house; the Department of the Interior. I wish he would || business is transacted in these courts. They are || 
e county strike out that specification, and say that this || emphatically their local courts, as much so as the 
the same amount shall be appropriated, to be expended un- || superior and inferior courts of the different States | 
ve them; der the direction of the Secretary, for enlarging {| of the Union are their courts; and there is no 
pre right that building, and leaving it to the judgment of || more reason for your building court-houses here 
1d court the engineers how it shall be done. I am satis- || than there is for your going into Georgia, and 
han you fied, with him, that the building isa disgrace, and || building court-housesin one hundred and thirty- 
o its nor that it is our duty to finish it. During the pres- |, two counties. 
Louses Il ent session, | have looked at it almost the first || Mr. BROWN. I am amazed at the Senator 
- Ham,- thing in the morning and the last in the evening, || from Georgia, who undertakes to assert upon his 
you Do and Iam satisfied the Government ought to do || responsibility as a Senator, after having been here || 
endment something; but I do not want to bind myself to || for twenty years, or nearly that long -—— 
d decent any arrangement that may disfigure the whole | Mr. ‘TOOMBS. Only sixteen. co 
plan of the house. I would rather give this much Mr. BROWN. He undertakes to assimilate the 
airman money to enlarge the building and make it suit- || Federal courts in this District to the State courts 
abia, will able, than provide what the plan should be. | in the States. Now, L assert that the local authori- 
irt-house _ Mr. BR WN. The roposed amendment is | ties here have their courts, as the local authorities 
sted from in precise accordance with the original plan of the || in the States have their courts. I stated before 
for it. building, which architects consider to be a very || that the city of Washington had its courts; pro- 
, Senator 8 plan. | vided its court-houses and its prisons. So with 
hich the Mr. PUGH. Why not leave it to the Depart- || Georgetown; so with the county portion of the 
rent, and ment? | District, precisely as with the people of the States; || 
le to the Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the debate will be reg- | but your overshadowing authority belongs exclu- 
shington ular. This conversation is enough to wear out |) sively to these six miles square, and you usurp 
e of the our patience. an authority, which you do not admit belongs to 
upon i 6 t. BROWN, I have no doubt the Senator |! the District in higher offenses; and this obliges 
1s why! rom Georgia is very impatient to get this bill |} you toestablish your own courts. Lask the Sen- 
st things through. | ator from Georgia whether his State bears the 
into the Mr. TOOMBS. This conversation is irregular || expenses of the Federal courts within the limits 
ngo, Was entirely. || of Georgia? "ier 
nous! fe . Mr. BROWN. Not at all. But, sir, I am will- || Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir. 
) to com ing to take the vote. I have said all that I desire || Mr. BROWN. I ask him whether Georgia 
red fork to say, 


‘ Mr. TOOMBS. _I deem it my duty to make a 
‘atement to put this matter right; for I think the 


has ever provided a place for the safe-keeping of 
the records of the United States courts within her 
\| limits? No, sir; she has done no such thing; 


| 
| 


| 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT. [have several amendments from 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
that I should have offered yesterday; but the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bierer] insisted on 
the floor, and I yielded. I now offer this amend- 
ment: 

For fitting up the rooms in the center building of the Cap- 
itol formerly occupied by the Senate Committees on Naval, 
Military, and Indian Affairs, for the use of the Court of 
Claims, under the superintendence of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, $3,000. 





pons 


ca 








2886 _ 


The Court of Claims is now sitting in a com- | the bill proposed here as an amendment ought to 


Mmittce-room, without any conveniences, I ven- 
ture to say that there are but few Senators who 
know where they are. The rooms are .entirely 
insufficient. The estimate for proper accommo- 
dation was $5,000; but as there is a general sys- 
tem of retrenchment here, the committee sympa- 


thized with the Senate, and reduced the amount || 
| 


2,000 
The amendment was agreed to. 


pass. Itis short. I hope it will be read. I shall 
not discuss it. 


Mr. MALLORY. The Senate is very thin. 
This is an important measure; and it is now ap- 
proaching eleven o’clock. I move that the Sen- 
ate adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTER. If we do, we may give up 
_ all hope of a final adjournment on Monday next. 
| If we quit this bill now, we shall debate this prop- 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have a small amendment to || osition all day to-morrow. 
|| ‘Phe motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


increase the salaries of three superintendents: 
For compensation to the foremen of the public laborers 

employed respectively in the Capitol, President’s, and 

Smithsonian Grounds, or so much thereof as may be neces- 


sary, in addition to their present pay, to make the sum each | 


$1,000. 


Mr. PUGH. DoT understand that to be an in- 
crease of salary? If so, 1 should like to hear the 
reason. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
embracing letters from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior 

Mr.PUGH. I would rather the Senator should 
state the substance than have long letters read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 was not going to read the 
letters. This is recommended by the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, the Secretary of the 
Interior, and the head of the public gardens. Be- 
sides, there is a petition from these persons them- 
selves stating the reasons for this increase. They 
are now receiving each $600, and this is a proposi- 
tion to allow them $400 additional. It has passed 
one or tlie other of the two Houses for the lastthree 
years, but has never got through both Houses at 
the same session. I leave it to the Senate to say. 





Here is a correspondence, | 


The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ment of Mr. Barcurt, as follows: 


Ind be it further enacted, That the public grounds sur- 
rounding the Capitol shall be enlarged according to the 
plan approved by the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds of the Senate and diouse of Representatives, re- 
spectively, which plan is hereby directed to be deposited in 
the custody of the Seeretary of the Interior; and that for 
the purpose of effecting this enlargement the United States 
shall acquire the tithe to the following described squares 
and parts of squares in the city of Washington, namely: so 
much of square No. 575 as is included within the following 
described lines: beginning on the west side of First street 
west, ata point sixty-seven feet north of the southeast cor- 
ner of said square, and running thence south with the line 
ot First street west to the southeast corner of said square, 

| thence with the line of Pennsylvania avenue along the 
boundary of said square on said avenue one hundred and 
eighty feet thence in a straight line to the point of begin- 
ning ; also, 80 much of square No. 576 as is included within 
the tollowing deseribed lines: beginning on the west side 


|| of First street west, ata point sixty-scven feet south of the 


northeast corner of said square, and running thence north | 


with the line of First strect west to the northeast corner of 

said square, thence with the line of Maryiand avenue along 
| the boundary of said square on said avenue one hundred 
| and eighty feet, thence in a straight line to the point of be- 
ginning; also, the whole of squares Nos. 687 and 688. 

dec. —. dnd be it further enacted, That for carrying this 


know this is not atime for increasing salaries; | act into effect, and obtaining the title to such private prop 


but I believe these persons are entitled to the pay 
they claim, and the committee were unanimous 
in recommending it, 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. 
before our committec. 
those applications, 
Mr. BRIGHT. Yes, this is one of them. 
Mr. TOOMBS. This seems to be about the 
history of the case: as long as aman isa laborer, 
and does the work, $600 a year is enough; but 


when he gets to be a superintendent—that is, when || 


another man does the work, and he only looks 
on—he ought to have $1,000. [Laughter.] That 
is the case. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That isnot the case. These 
passer did not merely perform the duties of 
aborers, but more onerous and responsible duties 
that have been imposed on them. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT.# 1 now offer an amendment, to 
which I hope there will be no objection. . I send 
it to the desk, and ask that it be read. 

The Secretary commenced the reading of the 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. We know what thatis. I 
wish to appeal to my friend from Indiana whether, 
at this late hour, he will bring up this controverted 
question. It will take two hours to debate it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have a duty to perform in 
connection with this matter that is quite as un- 
pleasant to me to attempt at this time as it can be 
to my friend from Virginia to hear it. I have 
endeavored in vain for the last four weeks to ob- 
tain the consideration of this bill. I have pressed 
it on the Senate; but there have always been 
special orders in advance, or when it was reached 
as a special order, it was postponed for the ap- 
propriation bills. I have been told, from time to 
time, to wait until some bill should come up to 
which it would be germane as an amendment. | 
know of no one more appropriate than this. I 
think the question is well understood by every 
Senator, and that it will not lead to extended de- 
bate. The amendment that I propose simply 
calls upon the Senate to decide whether they in- 
tend to enlarge the public grounds. In the con- 
dition that the question stands now, every inch 
of ground within the limits proposed is embar- 
rassed by the action of Congress. Persons who 


Perhaps this is one of | 


| erty as may be necessary for the purpose, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Interior to make application to 


|| the Court of Claims, which court is hereby authorized and 


A question of that kind came || 


| 


required, upon such application, in such mode and under 
such rules and regulations as they may adopt, to make a 
| Just and equitable appraisement of the cash value of the 
| several interest of each and every owner of the real estate, 
| and improvements thereon, necessary to be taken for the 
| public use, in accordance with the provisions of this act. 


of all premises so appropriated for public use, of which an 


| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the fee-simple 


| 





appraisement shall have been made under the order and 
| direction of said court, shail, upon payment to the owner 
or owners, respectively, of the appraised value, or in case 
| the said owner or owners refuse or neglect, for filteen days 
| after the appraisement of the cash value of said lands and 

improvements by said court, to demand the same from the 

Secretary of the Interior, upon depositing the said appraised 
| value in the said court to the creditof such Owner or own- 
| ers, respectively, shall be vested in the United States. And 
| the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and re- 
| quired to pay to the several owner or owners, respectively, 


|| the appraised value of the several premises, as specified in 


the appraisement of said court, or pay into court by deposit, 
as hereinbefore provided, the said appraised values, and the 
sum necessary for such purpose is hereby appropriated out of 
} any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That said court may 
| direct the time and manner in which possession of the prop- 
| erty condemned shall be taken or delivered, and may, if ne- 
| 


cessary, enforee any order or issue any process for giving 

possession. The costs occasioned by the inquiry and assess- 

ment shall be paid by the United States; and as to other 
| costs which may arise, they shall be charged or taxed as the 
| court may direct. 
Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That no delay in 
| making an assessment of compensation, or in taking pos- 
session, shall be occasioned by any doubt which may arise 
as to the ownership of the property, or any part thereof, or 
as to the interests of the respective owners; but in such 
cases the court shall require a deposit of the money allowed 
as compensation for the whole property, or the part in dis- 
| pute. In all cases, as soon as the United States shall have 
| paid the compensation assessed, or secured its payment, by 
a deposit of money, under the order of the court, possession 
of the property may be taken. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all law@ and 
parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
| be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. HALE. I know, sir, that this is a.very 
| unfortunate time to call up the consideration of 
this question; but I desire to submit an amend- 
ment to the amendment. . 

Mr. TOOMBS. [I have a small amendment I 
should like to offer to it myself—just to add the 
rest of the Calendar. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. You can offer that as an amend- 
ment presently. When we are altering these 
grounds, | think we ought to make such an altera- 





are occupying it do not know whether they are || tion as permanently to settle the question. lagree 


long to occupy it; whether they ought to improve 
it, or whether they are likely to sell it. I think 
it is due to those interested in the ground we pro- 
pose to purchase, that the question should be set- 
tled. I will further add, that the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, both in the House 
and Senate, are unanimous in the opinion that 





i} 


| to the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, as far as it goes, 
and I shall vete for it; but I think the red lines on 
the plan which is hung up in the Senate Chamber, 
ought to be extended to Second street east, be- 


|| cause if you adopt the plan of this committee, 
1 you will have the greater portion of the lot on the 
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west side of the Capitol; and after the ¢ a 


> Ca vite 7 
completed, and the portico and flight pital i 


8 of Steng 


| extended, the roadway on the east fron: of ¢ 
\ 


Capitol will have to go over into the square ¢, 
of the Capitol, and that will leave the S| “ 
the east side exceedingly narrow; 
no grounds at all upon that side. 
will be disproportionate, and not at all as the 
ought to be. move to amend the amendmen: ? 
the Senator from Indiana, by inserting afio, be 
word * respectively ’’ in the sixth line of the§ S 
section, the words ** extending the same 
B street north and B street south to the 
of Second street eest.’’ 

Mr. BRIGHT. I said that, for the PUFPose of 
getting the proposition which ] offered considered 
{ would promise not to debate it; that | believed 
it was thoroughly understood by Senators ms 
both sides of the Chamber; and it is. We hay, 
had the map before us for some time. It marks 


ACE Ung 
substanti, - 
a ‘| : Nual} 
1€ Srounds 


between 
WESt side 


’ 


| distinctly the boundary embraced in the amepg. 


ment of the Senator from New Hampshire; 


’ also 


| the boundary embraced in the proposition I hays 
| offered. The objection to the amendment offer 


by the Senator from New Hampshire is, tha: y 
embraces too much—more in quantity than wos 


| needed, and would cost more than we are nog 





willing tg pay for. The area of the present Cap. 
itol grounds is thirty acres in round numbers, 
The quantity proposed to be added by the ameng. 
ment 1 have offered is about twenty-five acres, 
making altogether fifty-five acres. ‘The Senator 
from New Hampshire can state how many aens 
would be added by his amendment—as much per: 
haps as twenty-five. 

Mr. HALE. - | think not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think about that. Thea. 
sessed value of the property included within the 
boundaries named in my amendment, is $168,008, 
It may be worth more under the finding that may 
be determined by the Court of Ciaims. I think 
the indications are that it will be considered worth 
more; that, however, shquid not deter us from 
doing our duty; but 1 do not propose to discuss 
the value of the property at this time; that isa 
matter we cannot control. My object is to ob- 
tain the sense of the Senate as to the propriety ot 
impropriety of enlarging the asiel pean at 
this time. I hope the amendment offered by the 
Senator from New Hampshire will be voted down. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is quite apparent, I think, 1 
any one who has looked at it, that the ascents 
upon each side of the ae now approach the 
wings so nearly as to render it necessary to have 
an extension in that direction. The Government 
already owns the land upon each side of the Cap- 
itol to the extent of the two blocks which lie 
north and south. All thatis proposed by the com- 
mittee is to purchase two blocks, which will give 
very nearly equal dimensions in every direction 
around the Capitol, extending one square on each 
wing of the Capito], but making the extremity of 
the east park something less than the extremity 
of the west park of the Capitol. We require this 
space; it should have been purchased many years 
ago, both for giving greater facility of ascent, and 
for giving the proper extent on each wing of the 
Capitol. 

Mr. MASON. This is another consequence of 
building a new house, the effect of which I have 
had occasion to point out to the Senate in our 
arrangements. It may become necessary, for all 
I know, to accommodate the grounds to the pre- 
tensions of the house: but I submit to the Senate 
that just now, when the Treasury is not full, this 
is not the time to do it. I hope the amendmeat 
will be rejected. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As to what is said in reference 
to the ‘cost of this matter, I will state that | go! 
some little information on that point from a = 
bate we had here two or three years ago. I have 
no doubt the statement of the Senator from Ina 
ana is correct as to the assessed value; but |r 
member to have seen a pamphlet published her 
comparing the price asked to the Governmet 
with the assessed value. While my inemory * 
not exact as to sums, I am certain that some prep 
erty assessed at $10,000 was valued at $500,(0, 
when the owners came to sell to the Government, 
If itgoes on in that proportion, the whole $165," 
worth cannot be purchased, in my judgment, !0' 
$2,000,000. I have no idea it can be done 


$2,000,000. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask the Senator fro® 
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1860. 
Gi orgia if it was not thee. proposition té go | 
to a street still further north: 
Mr. BRIGHT. Taking in one hundred and 
aniyenine acres. c 
— DOOLITTLE. If I understand this prop- | 
: itis simply to take in two blocks—one | 
at the north side, and one on the south side, which 
we do not now own. We own all the rest, 
Mr. TOOMBS, That does not affect the prop- | 
osition. Lam only saying that the assessed values 
> data whatever on which to estimate this 
expense; becxuse the very fact that the Govern- 
twants the property, tends to put up the price. 
se you get juries to assess the value of the 
and, what will they find? Everybody knows 
how property isassessed to the Government every- 
where. It has got to such a point that I believe, 
in getting places for the Army, it seems to be con- 
sidered best to'be cheated by the owner of a site 
out of a few hundred thousand dollars for $10,000 
worth of property, rather than trust to a jury. 
That is the general impression; and I think the 
Departments are now acting on that basis, 1 do 
not believe We Want a foot of this ground. _The 
Capitol grounds are too large any way. We al- 
ready own some two or three acres on the other 
side of this wing, and I think we own the same 
quantity on the south side of the south wing. | 
What do we want of these grounds? Of what 
use are they? Ido not see that they will be of 
any advantage whatever to the public business. 
| do not see that they are at all necessary to our 
comfort, 1 think they are a disadvantage. If 
you were to have five hundred acres around here 
you would have that mach further for all the em- | 
ployés of the Government to go-to get to the Cap- 
itol. Other countries do net have this system. | 
I think, from recollection, that all the grounds 
around the Houses of Parliament, in England, 
are not equal to the grounds out here in front 
of your Capitol; probably not half so much. 
There is a earriage-way to drive in; and, as for 
its being uncomfortably cramped, it is cramped 
on the rear by the river Thames. The Corps Le- 
cislatif, of Paris, have a very small avea of ground 
—not more than a few acres—and there is no ne- 
cessity for it. It is an inconvenience. 1 have 
noticed that where they have these bodies in the | 
Old World, where these buildings exist, there are 
none of these immense grounds around legislative 
halls. If you want parks, go outinto the woodsand || 
buy them. Looking to the wants of the next two 
hundred years, | would rather give $2,000,000 to | 
buy a park, getting land for the people to walk || 
in and drive in, than extend the Capitol grounds. 
This is the very place where I would not put a | 
park, 1 would rather sell all these lands around 
here than buy another acre. It will not con- 
tribute to our comfort; it will not add to the beauty 
of the building in any way, I think. It is very 
much not only to the inconvenience of members 
of the two Houses of Congress, but to the hun- 
dreds of employés you are gathering around you. 
But, sir, this is a large question—a very large 
question. We do not understand it. I do not 
understand it. Nobody, I presume, but the com- | 
mittee offering it, understand it. They offer it 
now ata late hour, at half past ten o’clock at | 
night, within the last few days of the session, 
when it is impossible for it to be understood. I 
have not got the time to study it. I have not the 
time to be enlightened by the chairman of the |! 
committee that offered it. I have no doubt he | 
could do it, if he had time. He has attempted to | 
get it up as a separate bill; but the Senate would 
nottake itup; and thatis his complaint. That || 
is the reason he gives for bringing it here. If the | 
Senate refused to take up this bill by itself, and | 
refused even to postpone an eight dollar pension | 
bill for it, are they going now, at eleven o’clock | 
at night, within five Save of the end of the session, 
to tack it on to an appropriation bill? I think the 
place is inappropriate, independently of my gen- 
eral views of its impropriety. It involves vast 
sums of money. Itisa species of legislation that | 
Wil make regular and sensible legislation impos- | 
sible. Unless this system is puta stop to, you | 
might as well take your whole Calendar and put | 
tton this appropriation bill. There are a great | 
many bills that the Senate has refused to take up, || 
but are you going to add them here? The claim || 
“pon which this is urged upon our consideration | 
1s, that the Senate has refused to take it up as a || 
separate bill; and after we have been two days || 


ositien, 


are ND 


me 
Suppo 


| vote for the amendment if he were here. 


laboriously engaged on this bill, involving millions 


of dollars of expenditure, this is offered as an | 
1 hope, whatever may be the | 


amendment to it. 


merits of the plan, the Senate will do itself and | 


the country the justice not to put it on this billt 

Mr. BRIGHT. l hope the vote will be taken 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, and I shall then make a short 
reply to the Senator from Georgia. 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. | 


Mr. BRIGHT. I will, in as few words as pos- 
sible, state what is proposed by this amendment, 
It proposes to add about twenty-five acres to the 
present area of the Capitol grounds. The Govy- 
ernment already owns about thirteen acres of this 
quantity, and the residue belongs to private indi- 
viduals; a .— of it improved and a portion 
unimprovec 
Court of Claims, a disinterested tribunal in every 
sense of the term—life officers, gentlemen selected 
with reference to their integrity and intelligence— 
shal! prescribe the mode and manner of ascertain- 
ing the cash value of the property proposed to be 
purchased.. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They can only doit by a jury, 

Mr. BRIGHT. They may or may not do it 
by the finding of ajury. There is nothing in 
the law regulating the condemnation of property 
within this District that requires them to take a 
jury. They may, and I should suppose would; 
but I repeat, the amendment I have offered does 
not require them to do so. 

Mr. TOOMBS. A man is entitled to the judg- 
ment of his peers. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


If this amendment passes, the 


. The amendment provides that the | 


Court of Claims will forthwith proceed to ascer- | 


tain the fair cash value of every piece or parcel of 
land, with the improvements thereon within the 


the United States, or where not given volunta- 
rily, taken according to law, the same shall be 
paid for, and the property thus taken shall be ap- 
plied to the use and benefit of the Government. 
I know, Mr. President, that there is an honest 


difference of opinion on beth sides of this Cham- 


ber as to whether we ought now to add to the 
present areca of the public grounds. I think, if 
time permitted, | could show most conclusively 


that the extension of the Capitol building makes | 


an extension of the grounds around it indispens- 
sable; but, | have promised not to go into this 
subject now, and I will not. 

I regret that what I regard a necessity compels 
me sv far to trespass upon what | consider sound 


|| an appropriation bill; but 1 know no other place 


at this late hour of the session where I can hope 
for success. I will further state that I would not 
have moved this amendment to this bill had | not 


I called the attention of 
The map 


men have seen it daily, and I think the Senate can 


vote as understandingly this evening as they | 


could after aday’s debate. If I did not, I should 
not insist upon the consideration of this amend- 
ment, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to knowif we 


| limits described; and upon title being given to | 


|| legislation, as to insist upon this measure upon | 


| believed that Senators generally were prepared to | 
| vote understandingly. 
| the Senate to this subject months ago. 
| was “ee in the Senate Chamber, where gentle- 





| did not pass a law at this session about condemn- | 


ing property for public use, and providing for a || ; ar rang 
i || marshals of the different districts where the fees 


| jury trial? 


Mr. BRIGHT. Some member of the Judiciary 
Committee, perhaps, can inform the Senator. | 


have no recollection of the passage of such a law. | 


Mr. SIMMONS. 
of that kind. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Before the vote is taken, 
1 desire to state that | have paired off with the 
Senator from Florida, [Mr. Mattory,] who would 
I am 


I believe we passed a law 


opposed to it. 
“he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 22, nays 21; as follows: 


wey 
YEAS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Cameron, Clark, Davis, 


| Doolittle, Pitch, Foot, Foster, Green, Hale, Harlan, Hemp- 


hill, Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Simmons, 
Thomson, Trambuil, and Yulee 

NAYS — Messrs. Bigler, Bingiiam, 
Chesnut, Clingman, Hamlin 
Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Lance, Mason 


— 2d) 


Bragg, Chandler, 


| Powell, Saulsbury, Slidell, ‘Toombs, Wade, Wigfall, and 


Wilson—2l1. 


So the amendment was agreed to 


llunter, Iverson, Johnson of 
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Mr. BRIGHT. I have one other amendment 
which is —— to this bill, to come in at the 
end of line three hundred and ten, after the ap- 
propriation for the expense of taking the seventh 
census: 

Out of which the marshals shall be paid the compensa- 
tion provided by the law of May 23, 1850, and the law of 
August 30, 1850, supplementary thereto, any subsequent 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

If the Senate will give me their attention for a 
moment, I will explain the object of the amend- 
ment. ‘This comesin at the end of the clause ap- 
propriating $1,000,000 for the purpose of taking 
the eighth census. ‘There is an ambiguity in the 
law as to the compensation of the marshals for 
this service, and the object of the amendment is to 
make that certain and plain which is now doubt- 
ful. Ido not know that [ can better explain it 
than by reading a letter which has been iiated 
to me by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Several Senators. State it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not know that the ease 
can be stated ina less space than the letter states 
it. Itis not a long letter; and I ask that it be 


| read. 


The Secretary read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasninoton, June 7, 1860. 
Sir: In response to your note of this date, wherein you 


| desire to be informed whether, in my opinion, any doubt 


exists as to the allowance of the compensation provided 


| for by the eighth section of the law of May 23, 1850, to 


such of the United States marshals whose fees for judicial 
purposes reach the limit expressed in the third section of 
the law of February 26, 1853; and also if, in my opinion, 
any, and if any, what legislation is necessary to entitle 
them to the allowance, T answer that, while the census 
law of 1850 provided, by the seetion above referred to, for 
compensation to the United States marshals, notwithstand- 


| ing the provision in the law of 1832, (5 Stat. 483) identi- 
| cally restrictive with the third section of the law of L855, 


the enactment of a restrictive law subsequent to the pas- 
sage of the census law, which declares that “no marshal 
shall be allowed by the said Secretary to retain, of the fees 
and emoluments of his office, for his own personal com- 
pensation,’ . : A * ‘*asum exceeding $6,900 
per year,’ &c., might reasonably be supposed to create 
doubt in the minds of the accounting officers of Govern 
ment as to the propriety of allowing any compensation to 
marshals for tuking the census, “in those districts where 
the judicial fees reach the limit fixed by the lew.”’ 

It would, therefore, to ine appeasadvisable, if it be the 
intention of Congress to allow marshals of the United States 
the compensation provided by the law of May 23, 1850, 
irrespective of the limit imposed by the law of 1853, lim- 
iting their emoluments, for Congress to provide by law 
that the restriction referred to should notapply to the emo} 
uments arising from the special duties imposed every tea 
years upon the marshals in taking the census; and | am 
free to say that, in my opinion, the additional compensation 
allowed for taking the census is not unreasonable. 

Under the law of 1850, no marshal of the United States, 
except in California, received as much as $2,000 for ser 
vices rendered in taking the seventh census, while the aver 
age compensation amounted to $1,000 54. Incident to the 
execution of the census, there are certain unavoidable ex~- 


| penses incurred by the marshals, proportioned to the popu- 


; num. 


lousness of their districts, while their duties are laborious 
and responsible. 
With these views, [ have the honor to be, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOMPSON. 


Hon. Jesse D. Brient, Senator of the United States. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The law regulating the ju- 
dicial fees of marshals provides that in no case 
shall a marshal receive more than $6,000 per an- 
Without further legislation, the marshais 
who take the eighth census, where their fees 
amount to $6,000, the maximum allowed, get no 
compensation whatever for that service. Now, 
if it is the intention of Congress to require the 


amount to $6,000, to receive no compensation 


| whatever for taking the eighth census, then they 


ought not to vote for the amendment | have of- 
fered; if otherwise, by their voting for the amend- 


| ment they allow to the marshals of the different 


districts for taking the eighth census the same 
compensation that they received for taking the 
seventh. Whatis that? Where the number of 
persons taken amounts to one million, they receive 


| $1 25 per thousand persons; where itamounts to 


more than a million in any one district, they get 
one dollar per thousand persons. I say by vot- 
ing for the amendment you allow the marshals 


| of the different districts the same compensation 


| for taking the eighth census that they were paid 


for taking the seventh, without any reference 


_to whether the fees they receive from all other 


sources amount to $6,000 per year or not. 
Mr. HALE. I think the Senate understand it. 
Those who think $6,000 is not enough for the mar- 


leshals will vote fox the amendment, and those who 
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oppose it, and think $500 monthly is enough, will | 
vote against it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senate gave attention to 
the reading of thé letter of the Scofotary of the | 
Interior, they understand that the amendment 
simply is, that the marshals shall have the same 
compensation for taking the eighth that they had 
for taking the sixth census. 

Mr. HALE. I can write a letter—thatI do not 
think they ought to haye another cent. 

Mr. PUGH. As $6,000 is the salary of all the 








justice, I think it is enough for the marshals. 
Phe chief justice gets $6,500, and the other eight 
justices get $6,000. 
marshal. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The answer to that is, that 
every marshal has one, two, three, four, and some 
of them perhaps ten, deputies. 

Mr. PUGH. Are not the deputies paid in ad- 
dition? 

Mr. BRIGHT. No,sir. [*Oh, yes!’’] Fora 
particular kind of service they are paid; but there 
is service that they are not paid for. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Indiana is 
inaccurate in his statement in reference to the 
marshals. The limitation is that there may be a 
clear net $6,000 a yéar to the marshals. 1 looked 
into the subject some two years ago. This lim- 
itation was put on in 1842. Before that time, 
some marshals had from fifty to sixty thousand 
dollars a year, according to testimony taken in 
1842; and I believe that, from that day to now, 
they have got but $6,000. That has been the work- 
ing of the law; but nothing has ever been paid 
into the Treasury. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have several other amend- 
ments, but I see sucha disinclination toadoptthem 
that I shall not offerthem. They are for improve- 
ments in the city that come necessarily before the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds; but 
the temper of the Senate is such that I shall not 
offer them. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The bill is very light. I think 
itcancarry almostany additional weight. [Laugh- 

We had beyer put them all on. [Laugh- 


ter. 
ter. 

r. SEBASTIAN. I have an amendment 
which I beg to offer, notwithstanding this de- 
spairing condition of my friend from Indiana. I 
will venture to offer this amendment, inasmuch 
as it does not contain a very large appropriation, 
and I hope it will be adopted: 

“ind be it further enacted, ‘That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he hereby is, authorized to appoint two 
commissioners, whose duty it shall be to proceed to the 
northern frontier of the State of ‘Texas, and take testimony, 
under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Interior, as to depredations and spoli- 
ations committed since the 13th day of December, 1850, on 
citizens of the United States on said frontier by Indians 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. Said com- 
missioners shall be allowed a compensation of eight dol- 
lars diem and their actual necessary traveling expenses. 
And for the purpose of defraying the expenses of said com- 
mission, the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope that will not pass. I 
understand it to be a commission for hunting up 
claims. We have refused such things heretofore 
in New Mexico. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. At this late hour I will 
say but a few words on this amendment. These 
spoliations have been committed on the frontier 
of Texas since the beginning of her history. 
They have continued from the hour of annexation 
to this moment. But this amendment does not 
propose investigation prior to 1850. Those ante- 
cedent to that date should be paid as well as those 
subsequent. But I will not discuss that question 
now. ; 

, There are no Indian superintendents or agents 
by whom this testimony might be taken; and 
when the evidence of these depredations is taken 
before State magistrates or officers, and offered 
here, objections are made that the proof is insuf- 
ficient, or, in some respect or other, is not com- 
plete and satisfactory proof of the facts. No 
specific instructions have been sent by the Gov- 
ernment or the Secretary of the Interior to State 
officers as to the mode or amount of proof of 
claims of this character; and as a consequence, 
claims of the highest merit may be, and doubtless 


I think that is enough for a 





THE CO 


judges of the Supreme Court, except the ba 
| 





often have been, rejected on some frivolous pre- | 
text of defect in the proof. 

This amendment does not commit the Senate to 
the acknowledgment or payment of these claims, 
but only to collect such proof in relation to them 
as cannot be disputed; to furnish authentic data 
on which Congress may act, and may discrim- 
inate between those which should be paid and 
those which impose no obligation on the Govern- 
ment, 

Surely a request so reasonable and so moder- 
ate cannot be refused. Many of these spoliations 
are good claims against the Government; and the 
evidence should now be taken when the witnesses 
still live, and the facts are fresh in the memory. 

I hope that this small boon will not be refused 


_ to a people who have suffered every calamity in- 
| cident to savage warfare. 


| 
i 
| 


_ been announced. The amendment is rejected. 


| and the bill to be read a third time. 


| ‘Texas,’’ approved 7th April, 1858; which was 


| 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr. PUGH. Let it be read. 

Mr. HALE. I object. It has been read once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion must be decided by the Senate, whether it 
shall be read again. 

The question being put, the Senate refused to 
order the amendment to be read again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the amendment, and declared it was rejected. | 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 
** Too late !’’ 

| 


RESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is | 


1 call for the yeas and 
nays. 
The 


| of opinion that it is too late; the question has | 


been decided. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I think the Chair did not 

announce the result before I called for the yeas 

and ai 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The result has 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
It was read 
the third time, and, on the question of its pas- | 
sage, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cameron, Ches- 
nut, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hun- 
ter, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Polk, 





| Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, ‘Thomson, and Yulee—22. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Tennessee, 
King, Powell, Pugh, Simmons, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wigtall, and Wilson—18. 


So the bill was passed. 
ILOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 500) making appropria- 


| tions for the naval service for the year ending the 
| 30th of June, 1861, was read twice by its title and 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. No. 350) making appropria- 
tions for light-houses, beacons, buoys, &c., was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WIGFALL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
503) to amend the first section of “An act to pro- 
vide for the organization of a regiment of mounted 
volunteers for the defense of the frontiers of 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the bill 


making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1861, so as to 
adjourn on it as the unfinished business. 
he motion was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, June 12, 1860. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
APPOINTMENT ON COMMITTEE. 


The Speaker appointed Mr. Beate a member of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and Mr. Hai 
a member of the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
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June 12, 


to supply vacancies occasioned by the d 
Mr. teenie. ——s 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Se 
Mr. Pastee, a clerk in the office of the Secrejar) 
of the Senate, informing the House that the Sey, 
ate had passed, without amendment, an act (H. 
R. No. E56) for the relief of Francis Lavonture 
and Pierre Grignon. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF OREG6N, ETC, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. [ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to discharge the Committee 
on Public Lands from the further consideration 
of the bill of the Senate No, 149, making appro- 
priation to supply the deficiencies m the appro. 
priation for the completion of the geological guy. 
vey of Oregon and Washington Territories, with 
a view that it shall be considered in the House. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I shall move to suspend 
the rules. ' 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
until after the morning hour has expired. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. One word as to the 
uestion of order. This is a general appropria- 
tion bill, and it comes within the exception of the 
resolution of yesterday allowing a motion to sus. 
pend the rules upon appropriation bills during the 
morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the 
motion is not in order under the resolution of 
yesterday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Is this not a geneml 
——— bill? 

he SPEAKER. The Chair supposes not, 
But that is not material, because, under that res. 
olution, the Chair is bound to call the committees 
for reports during the morning hour. 


GENERAL HARNEY. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unanimous 
consent, introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish to the House of Representatives all correspondence 
upon file in the War Department not heretofore published, 
having reference to General Harney’s administration of the 
department of Oregon. 


The SPEAKER then commenced the call of 
committees for reports, commencing where the 
call was suspended yesterday. 


ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 


Mr. PETTIT, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, reported back, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, a resolution (S. No. 35) pro- 
viding for the observation of the eclipse of the 
sun, which will occur on the 18th day of July 
next; and called the previous question upon its 
passage. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Superintendent of the United States Coast 
Survey to furnish a vessel and provisions for the 
conveyance to the most suitable point on the east- 
ern coast of this continent for observing the total 
eclipse of the sun, which will occur on the 18th 
day of July next, of astronomers, not exceeding 
five in number, and their assistants, to be selecte 
by the Superintendent of the Coast Survey; pro- 
vided that the United States shall not be liable to 
any other charge on account of said astronomers 
and their assistants than their conveyance and 
sustenance as before specified, and that they shall 
furnish their observations for the use of the Coast 
Survey without further charge. , 

Mr. GARTRELL. | object to the introduc- 
tion of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 
bill is properly before the House, as it comes in 
as a report of a committee under the resolution 
adopted yesterday. ‘ 

r. OMAS. I desire to call the attention 
of the Speaker to that resolution. By that reso- 
lution, committees were to be called for reports 
for reference only. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman _misappre- 
hends the purport of the resolution. It provides 
that the balance of the committees which have not 
been called this session shall be called in the reg- 
ular way during the morning hour. 

Mr. THOMAS. What committee does that 
bill come from ? 
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o- im es ced 
— “SPEAKER. From the Committee on the 
Lie Pp HOMAS. Has that committee been 


called # It has been. 


hea AKER. 
ae. Sr OMAS. I would like to have the res- 


vad . 
ot, PETTIT. I withdraw the previous ques- 


tion for the purpose of making this remark. This 


‘oint resolution involves no appropriation what- | interests of navigation. 


yer, its purpose being simply to authorize a ves- 
aan d to the Coast Survey to be used beyond 


sel attache L : ’ 
ecl the United States. It is an object 


the coasts of 


of commercial and scientific interest; is intimately | 


connected with a coast survey in verifying or cor- 


recting our own longitudes, and connecting our | 
So 


longitudes with those of the Old World, andis now 
being promoted by similar observations, under 
the authority of European Governments. 1 now 
call the previous quesuion. ' 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana if this object can be accom- 
lished without any expense to the Government? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order now. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It will cost over five thousand 


dollars 


Mr. PETTIT. My answer is, that the vessel | 


being used on the Labrador coast than at home, 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered; and under its operation | 


the bill was ordered to be read a third time, and 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. PETTITT. I move the previous question 
on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 116, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Aldrich, William C. Anderson, 
Babbitt, Bingham, Francis P.. Blair, Blake, Bonham, Bote- 
ler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, John 
Cochrane, Colfax, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, 
Delano, Dimmick, Dueil, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, Engiish, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Graham, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, William Howard, 
Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, irvine, Junkin, William 
Kellogg, Killinger, Larrabee, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Long- 
necker, Loomis, Mallory, Marston, Maynard, McKean, 
McKnight, McPherson, MecKae, Millson, Millward, Mont- 

mery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, 

velson, Nixon, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, 
Pryor, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Schwartz, 
Scott, Scranton, Sherman, Sickles, William N. H. Smith, 
Spinner, Stevens, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Strat- 
ton, Tappan, ‘i'aylor, ‘Vhayer, ‘Train, ‘Trimble, Vance, Van- 
dever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Israel Washburn, 
Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodrufi—1 16. 

NAYS—Messrg. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Beale, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
Clopton, Cobb, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw/ord, 
Curry, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Etheridge, fouke, Gar- 
nett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, John 'T. Har 
ris, Hatton, Hoard, Holman, Houston, Jones,.James M. 
Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, McQueen, 
Laban 'T’. Moore, Sydenham Moore Niblack, Noell, Pey- 
ton, Phelps, Quarles, James C. Robinson, Royce, Kuffin, 
Sedgwick, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, 
William Stewart, Thomas, ‘Compkins, Underwood, Cad- 
bd C. Washburn, Whiteley, Woodson, and Wright 


So the joint resolution was passed. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, on his name being 
called, said: 1 desire to ask a question. I want 
to know whether money to pay the expenses of 
the expedition has been subscribed by citizens of 
the United States, and whether it will cost the 
Government anything ? 

Mr. PETTIT. In reply to the gentleman from 
Maryland 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to debate. 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 say that it will cost the Gov- 
ernment nothing, except for conveying and sub- 


as five persons, as expressed in the resolu- 
on. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 





I object. 


Mr. GARTRELL staied that Mr. Davinson | 


Was engaged on the Committee of Enrollment, in 
the Senate. 


| 


| sition is merely to authorize a vessel in the Coast | 


| Survey service to be detached, for the purpose of || 
| 





| 











Mr. PRYOR, when his name was called, said: 


Mr. Speaker, | wish to propound an inquiry to 
the patrons of this resolution. I observe consid- 
erable misapprehension among members around 
me as to the import and effect of the resolution. 





| most favorable, to the end of determining the 








| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


| back Senate resolution No. 5, for supplying the 
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As I understand it, no expense to the Govern- |! rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 


ment will result from its adoption. The propo- 


observing the approaching eclipse. The requisite | 
sum, [ am informed, has already been contrib- || 
uted by various literary institutions of the coun- 
try. It is a very important service—important | 
in the promotion of science and to the practical 
The object is to make 
observation of the eclipse under circu:nstances the || 
longitude. 

Such an opporiwnity wiil aot occur again fora 
century; and if order to enable Government to |, 
improve it, f vote fay.” 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to reconsider the vote by 


| which the joint resolution was passed; and alse 
| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


} . 
| the hands of Mr. Parron, one of its clerks, noti- | 


el || fying the House that the Senate had passed, with- 
is now in commission, and will cost no more in 


out amendment, bills of the following titles: 


An act (H. R. No. 446) for the relief of Eras- | 
tus Hutchins; 


An act (H. R. No. 8) for the relief of George 
P. Marsh; and 


Anact (H. R. No. 385) granting an invalid pen- | 


| sion to Beriah Wright, of New York. 


And that it had passed with an amendment, an 
act (H. R. No. 118) to confirm certain private | 
land claims in the State of Missouri. 

Also that the Senate had passed a resolution 
(No. 41) for the reliefof Arthur Edwards and his 
associates; and an act (No. 347) to declare the | 
meaning of the-act entitled An act making fur- | 
ther provisions for the satisfaction of Virginia land 
warrants,’’ passed August 31, 1852; in which he |, 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. || 

Also that the Senate had agreed to the amend- | 
ment of the House to the bill of the Senate No. || 
84, to facilitate communication between the Atlan- || 
tic and Pacific States by electric telegraph, with || 
amendments; in which he was directed to ask the \| 
concurrence of the House. 


WORKS OF EXPLORING EXPED'TION. 
Mr.PETTIT. Iam directed by the Joint Com- 


mittee on the Library, to report back Senate res- 
olution No. 34, in relation to the works of the 
exploring expedition. In the joint resolution of | 
February 20, 1845, providing for the distributi 
of the publications of the exploring expedition 
among the European Governments, the Republic 
of Switzerland was omitted. The purpose of this | 
bill is to provide for the transmission of a copy | 
of the work to that Republic. It also provides 
thatone copy shall be placed in the Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, as one is already placed in the Mil- 
itary Academy at West Point. T 
of the resolution. 

The resolution was ordered to be read a third 


hat is the scope || 


and passed. 
Mr. PETTIT moved to reconsider the vote by || 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
BOOKS TO INDIAN NATIONS. 
Mr. PETTIT. I am also directed to report 


Choqaw, Cherokee, and Chickasaw nations with 
such copies of laws, journals, and public printed 
documents as are furnished to the States and Ter- || 
ritories. 

Mr. BRANCH. I suppose that only relates to | 
the future. It does not provide for purchasing | 
back copies. 

Mr. PETTIT. Notatall. 

The resolution was ordered to be read a third 
time; and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. ’ 

Mr. PETTIT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 





| cisions, and to suchas ~ 


|, amined, and found truly enrolled, bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 


Anact (S. No, 202) to reimburse the corporation 


of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, a 
sum of woe advanced towards the construction 
| of the Little 


“alls bridge; 
Anact(S. No, 261) to authorize the levy court to 


issue tavern and other licenses in the District of 
Columbia; 


An act (H. R. No. 446) for the relief of Eras- 


| tus Hutchins; and 


An act (H. R. No. 8) for the relief of George 


P. Marsh. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. PETTIT. I am instructed by the Joint 


Committee on the Library to report back House 
bill No. 665, to amend an act approved February 
5, 1859, entitled ** Anwact providing for keeping 
and distributing all public documents, and for 
other purposes. 


99 


The bill was read. [t provides thatin all cases 
where the number of copies of any document is 
insufficient to supply one institution therewith, 
upon the designation of each member of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, as required by 
existing law, they may be distributed by the See- 
retary of the Interior to such incorporated col- 
leges, public libraries, athenaums, literary and 
scanvike institutions, boards of trade, or public 
associations, as he may select; that the documents 
of the second session of the Thirty-Fifth Con- 
gress shall be sent to the same institutions which 
were designated to receive those of the first ses- 
sion, and in all cases hereafter the selection of an 
institution to receive the documents ordered to be 
published or procured at the first session of any 
Congress shall control the documents of the entire 
Congress, unless another designation be made be- 
fore any distribution has taken place under the 
selecuon first made; provided, however,: that 
where the same work is printed by order both of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, the du- 
plicates may be sent to different institutions, if so 
desired, by the member whose right it is to direet 
the distribution; that one setof the works of John 
Adams, and four sets of American State Papers, 


| volumes four and five, shall bgdistributed to the 


institutions described by law, on the designation 
of the members of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the present Congress, which des- 


| ignation shall also control the distribution of an 
| equal number of each of the volumes thereof yet 


to be published; that instead of five hundred copies 
of the Biennial Register, or Blue Book, now or- 


| dered to be published, there shall in future be 


published two thousand copies, to be distributed 


\| as the Statutes at Large are; that in lieu of the 


number of copies of the pamphlet laws directed 


_by act of April 20, 1818, to be delivered to the 


officers of the Executive Departments, there shall 
hereafter be delivered to the head of each Depart- 


| ment, including the Attorney General, for the use 
| of those officers, a number equal to the number 


of copies which they are entitled to receive of the 
Statutes at Large, published by Little & Brown, 


By! ) ) 1 | under the provisions of the act of August &, 1846; 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, || 


that one copy of the decisions of the Supreme 


|, Court, published by authority of the act of Au- 


gust 29, 1842, shall be deposited in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and one copy sent 
to each of the judges and to the solicitor of the 
Court of Claims, the judges of the criminal and 
orphans’ courts for the District of Columbia, the 
Commissioner of Customs, the Commissioner of 
Patents, and to the heads of such other executive 
offices of equal grade as have been established 
since the passage of the law distributing the de- 
hereafter be provided 
for, each of whom shall likewise be entitled to 
receive one copy of the Statutes at Large; that 
fifty copies of the American State Papers now in 


| course of publication, as authorized by act of June , 


12, 1858, shall be deposited and kept in the library 
of the House of Representatives, twenty copies in 
the library of the Sonate, two copies in the con- 

sebeional librity, one copy in the library of the 
President, one copy in the State and territorial li- 
brary of each State and Territory, and ten copies 
in each of the Executive Departments for the use 
of the officers connected therewith; and that all 
acts or part of acts inconsistent with the provis- 
ions hereof are hereby repealed. 


Mr. PETTIT. I offer an amendment to the 
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fourth section, by inserting the words, ‘* which 





of the multiplication of offices since the passage 


shall hereafter be compiled under the direction of || of the act to which I have referred. 


the Secretary of the Interior;’’ so that the section || 


will read: 


“That instend of five bundred copies of the Biennial 
Register or Blue Book now ordered to be published, which 
shall hereafter be compiled under the direction of the Sec- || 
retary of the Interior, there shall, in future, be published 


two thousand copies.” 


If the House will indulge me a moment I will 


indicate the objects to be accomplished by this | 


bill. 


to scores of thousands of volumes, published by 


the Government for the last forty or fifty years, 


A large accumulation of books, amounting 


The fifth section is to make the number of copies 
of the pamphlet laws delivered to the Departments 


| uniform with the number of copies of the Statutes 


at Large. 
The sixth section provides for furnishing copies 


of the decisions of the Supreme Court to the new 


courts, new Department:,, and new bureaus created 
since the former law was passed. 

Theseventh sectica provides that twenty copies 
of the American State Papers shall be set apart 


for the library of the Senate, and fifty copies for | 


the library of the House of Representatives; one 


at the meeting of the last Congress was found || for the President’s library; one for the library of 


stored away as mere lumber in the various De- 


partments, in the library of Congress, in the 


offices of the Clerks of the two Houses, and some- 


times more carelessly in the crypts of this Cap- | 


itol. The law providing fotheir keeping was im- 
perfect, and there was but little accountability || 
The last Congress 
passed an act to provide for the future safe-keep- 
ing and distribution of all such matter, placing it 


and a good deal of waste. 


under the control of the Secretary of the Interior, 


and directing, where there were perfect sets of doc- 
uments, of any kind, equal in number to the num- 


ber of Senatorsand Representatives, that one copy 


should be sent, on the designation of such mem- 
ber, to some public library within the State or 


within the proper representative district. The 
Secretary of the Interior has executed that law so 


far as he could; but there yet remains a large mass 


of uneven volumes, broken and imperfect sets; and 


tion of Congress to it, and asked that some pro- | 


each State and Territory; and ten foreach Exec- 
utive Department. All this is public property in 
the Interior Department now, useless where it is, 
but will be aad 

ill simply makes a rule for its distribution. 

I believe I have indicated the whole purpose of 
the bill; and unless some gentleman desires to ask 
some questions that will obtain some explanation 
I have not given, or suggests some addition, I will 
call the previous question. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Indiana whether he proposes, in 
his bill, the publication of any of the books which 
are mentioned in it? 


Mr. PETTIT. None whatever. 


Mr. BURNETT. Then, I ask him if he will | 


permit me to make a motion to strike out the 
fourth section of the bill, which provides for an 


\ , increased number of copies of the Biennial Regis- 
the Secretary of the Interior has called the atten- || ter or Blue Book ? 


Mr. PETTIT. I have no objection whatever 


vision should be made whereby this mass of mat- || to the gentleman offering an amendment of that 


ter can be disposed of. This bill is intended to || kind, that the sense of the House may be taken | 


_ _.. |} on it; and for that purpose, I withdraw my demand 
By turning to the report of the Secretary, it will || for the oe 


meet it. 


be found that there remain many documents, 


varying in number from one to forty and fifty of || House. 
each, and in afew instancesas many as ahundred. || of the bill. 


They are thus not sufficient in number to supply 
al! the congressional districts. i 
then, provides that, where there are documents 
not sufficient in quantity to reach all the congres- 


| 
| 


1} 
1] 


The first section, | 


| 


sional districts, they shall then be distributed under | 


the cont;ul, and in the discretion, of the Secretar 
of the Interior, the presamption being that he w it 
make a fair and equitable distribution. 

By the law of last Congress, each member of the 
Iiouse and Senate was at liberty to send all the 
documents of a particular Congress into his dis- 
trict or State; but, by the construction given to it 
by the Secretary of the Interior, it is now appre- 


hended that the members of the present Congress | 


are at liberty to designate where the volumes of 
the second session of the last Congress shall be 


| 
1] 


sent, thus separating the documents of the first || 
from those of the last session of each Congress; || 


and the object of the second section is to prevent 
this, and to require thay where there was a desig- 
nation by a member of the last Congress, the vol- 
umes of the second session shall follow that des- 
ignation, and go with the first. They are really 
as volume two to volume one, the documents of 
the last session of Congress being often the result 
and sequel of the first. 


uestion. 
URNETT. - I do not wish to detain the 
I move to strike out the fourth section 


Mr. I 


Mr. PETTIT. 
tion. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the first section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. There are two amendments 
already pending; and the previous question is 
demanded. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
tleman from Indiana a question. I observe that 
the third section provides for distributing the 
works of John Adams. I desire to know if they 
have been already published ? 

Mr. PETTIT. They have been published. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I would ask him whether 

at section of the bill will involve any expendi- 
ture? 


Mr. PETTIT. The works of John Adams 


I now call the previous ques- 


were published several years ago, and were lying 


| in the congressional hbrary until they were trans- 


| 
i] 


| 
\} 


| 
| 
i} 
it 
j 


ferred to the Interior Department, under the law 
I have referred to. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. And they have not been 
distributed since? 

Mr. PETTIT. They have never been dis- 
tributed. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I understand, then, from 


The third Section is to authorize members of the || the gentleman from Indiana that this section in- 


House and Senate to give direction to one copy of 
the works of John Adams, and two volumes of the 
American State Papers, to be deposited in public 
libraries within their district or State. 

The fourth section is for the purpose of pub- 
lishing a larger edition of the Biennial Register or 
Blue Book. By the act of 1816, five hundred copies 
only were required to be published, of which num- 
ber three hundred and eight copies, as is neces- 
sary now, or SO many as was necessary, were 
taken for the use of the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, leaving but one 
hundred and ninety-two for the use of the various 
Departmerts. The consequence is, that when the 
various Departments and bureaus of the Govern- 
ment stand in need of the Blue Book, they are 
obliged to go to the publishers for their copies, 
paying larger prices, which are charged on their 


contingent funds, instead of being supplied in a | 


manner that shall be provided by law. Accord- 
ingly, the fourth section provides for an increase 
in the number of copies of the Blue Book published, 
from five hundred to two thousand, and this aug- 


“mented number is made necessary in consequence 


| 


| 
| 


1 
i} 
i} 
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i! 
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| 
| 
| 
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volves no ap propriation of money? 

Mr. PEI TT . None whatever. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to modify my amend- 
ment. The amendment which I now offer, is to 
strike out **two thousand ”’ and insert ‘seven 
hundred and fifty.’’ lam opposed to any increase 
at all; but being fearful that IL cannot get the 
House to strike out the whole section, and being 
fully satisfied that seven hundred and fifty copies 
of the Biennial Register ought to answer all the 
purposes for which it is published, I therefore 
modify my amendment, as I have indicated. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question otkeied. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
may be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Add atthe end of the first section: 


Proportioning the same among the several States as 
nearly equal as may be. 


Mr. PETTIT. 


I ask that my amendment 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to ask the gen- | 





SS ‘su 
| a aes 
‘| tutions of the other States, and especially th 
new States. , 

Mr. STANTON. I would like to inquire what 
is the cost of the Blue Book per copy? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire to ag 
question before we vote ®n the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Indiana whether this increase . 
the number of copies of the Biennial Register jg 
necessary in order to furnish the Cabinet offen: 
'| the heads of Departments and the bureaus with 
|| copies? : 
Mr. PETTIT. This Biennial Register is ysog 
| in all the more important offices of the Goverp. 
|; ment. It is used not only at home, but abroad 
| in the legationsand consulates. Itis used at home 


in the Departments, the courts, territorial offices 
custom-houses, land offices, and in almost eyory 





e useful by this distribution. The || important office. When it is necessary for & par. 


|| ticular officer to have correspondence with other 
_ officers of the Government, it is often of congo. 
quence that he should be informed about the pub- 
| le officers residing at some distant point. 
| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. My question is, 
whether this number is necessary to furnish the 
various officers with copies? 
Mr. PETTIT. The number provided for hee 
is recommended by the Secretary of the Interior, 
Mr. STANTON. I would be glad to know of 
the gentleman from Kentucky what this book 
|| costs per volume. 

Mr. BURNETT. I cannot tell the gentleman; 
but it costs a good deal. 

Mr. STANTON. A dollar? 

Mr.BURNETT. A great deal more than that, 
It costs as much as five dollars. 
|| Several Mempers. Oh, no; not more thay 
three. 

Another Memser. Three and a half. 

Mr. STANTON. It seems to me a very de- 
sirable thing to know who holds the offices and 
| gets the money. 

Mr. BURNETT. If that is the object, we 
ought to increase the number still more, and make 
it large enough so that the people can get it. As 
it is now, they know nothing about it. It only 
goes into the public offices. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would ask, for 
information, how the Statutes at Large are at pres- 
ent distributed? I would like to know what isto 
become of these works? 





|| Mr. PETTIT. The Statutes at Large—a thou- 


' sand sets—are distributed under an act passed 
August 8, 1846, by the Secretary of State, in part, 
and under a law of last year, by the Secretary of 
the Interior. They are distributed to the Presi- 
dent and Vice President; the justices and clerks 
of the Supreme Court, to the heads of Depart- 
ments; to the libraries of cach of the States and 
Territories; to most foreign Governments; to the 
judges and officers of the district and territorial 
courts; to collectors and surveyors of customs; to 
surveyors general, and registers and receivers of 
| land offices, and all ministers abroad. ‘Two hun- 
dred and twenty copies are set apart for the De- 
partments and the two Houses of Congress. The 
remainder of the thousand copies are left subject 
to the future disposal of Congress. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Has the morning 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 








It is desirable to avoid that, | 


Mr. Perrir’s amendment was agreed to. 
The question then recurred on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Burnett. 
Mr. BURNETT. My amendment is to reduce 
| the number of the Biennial Registers to be pub- 
lished to seven hundred and fifty, and to strike 
out the balance of the section; so that it will read: 


Sec. 4. vind be it further enacted, That instead of five 
hundred copies of the Biennial Register, or Blue Book, now 
ordered to be published, there shall in future be published 
seven hundred and filty copies. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Is that the amend- 
ment as originally offered? I shouid vote for it 
as it was originally offered, but I think it has 
been changed. 

The SPEAKER. It has been modified by the 
gentleman himself. 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. oe 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


|| because the colleges and other institutions of the || the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 83; as follows: 
| New England States have received these books | 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Alicy, Ashmore, Avery, 


i| very largely in excess over the colleges and insti- || Babbitt, Barksdale, Beale,Prancis P. Blair, Blake, Bonham, 
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; bson, Branch, Brayton, Bristow, Burch, 
Bowles perce, 8 F. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
et James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, Davidson, | 
De Jarnette, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ely, 
»sworth, Garnett, Gartrell, Hall, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hickman, Hill, Hipdman, 


Colfax, COX, . 
Reuben _ 
“peridge, Fare 
ii jan, John T. 


ardeman, . VY eae 
— liolman, Houston, Hughes, Hutchins, reg Wil- 
liasn Kellogg, Killinger, Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, James 


ye ejoy, Maclay, Maynard, Mc- 

jeach, Logan, Love, Lovejoy, ay, Maynard, | 
a n "MeRae, Miles, Milison, Laban 'T’. Moore, Syden- 
| 





. Noell. Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Potter 
nam ag es ieee, Lae Cc. Mobineon, Ruffin, Scott, 
ae. William Smith, William N. Hf. Smith, Spinner, 
eaevent, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Tay lor, Thayer, Thea- 
\ oF Thomas, ompkins, Trimble, t nderwood, V anee, Van 
w ‘ok, Waldron, Whiteley, Woodson, and Wright—100. 
Wa YS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, Ashley, Samuel i] 
< Blair, Buflinton, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, 
John B. Clark, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Jolin G. Davis, 
Dawes, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, English, 
Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, 
Gurley. Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Helmick, W il- 
liam Howard, Humphrey, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kel- 


lone, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Mal- 
a Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Montgom- | 





ere. Moorlead, Morrill, Edward Joy , Morris, - Morse, 
Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Pettit, Potile, tice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Seranton, Sedgwick, Sher- 
man, Sickles, Spaulding, Stanton, W illiam Stewart, Stout, 
Stratton, Tappan, Vallandigham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israc! Washburn, Webster, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- 
rutf—es. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. BURLINGAME stated that he had paired 
with Mr. CRAWFORD. 

Mr. HOARD. Ifthe amendment is voted down, 
[desire to know how this Blue Book will be dis- 
tributed in respect to members? The section || 
says, ** to be distributed as the Statutes at Large 
are or may be distributed.’? Now the Statutes 
at Large are not furnished to members at all. 

Mr. PETTIT. By the late act providing for 
compensation of members of Congress, it was | 
provided that any books not published on the | 
order of either House, which should afterwards be 
ordered and received, should be charged against | 
the salary of the member. Acting on this prin- 
ciple, it is intended that the Blue Book shall not 
be furnished to members, just as the Statutes at 
Large are not furnished to members. If the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky is 
adopted, members will continue to receive them, 
as they do now. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will say to the gentleman 
that if my amendment is adopted, these books | 
will be distributed just as they are now by law. 

Mr. HOARD. Then [ sBall vote *tay.” 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois stated that if he had 
been within the bar when his name was called, 
he should have voted “ ay.”” 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment wasagreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being ergrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. NELSON. I wish to ask the unanimous | 
consent of the House to submit an amendment to | 
which the chairman of the Committee on the Li- 
brary consents, and to which I think there can be 
no objection. I propose the following amendment: 

Insert at the end of section six, line thirteen, ‘and that 
one copy of the reports of the Supreme Court of the United 
States shall be deposited in the gflice of each districtcourt 
of the United States, for the use of the circut and district 


courts; and also to each of the several States, in exchange 
for the reports of their supreme courts.” 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

_Mr. PETTIT. I move, then, the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had exam- 
ined, and found truly enrolled, a bill (H. R. No. 
556) for the relief of Francis Lavonture, and 
Pierre Grignon; when the Speaker signed the 
same, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 








hess is the consideration of the light-house bill, 
which was postponed until this day. 


a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. ELIOT. I call for the regular order of } 


} 


business. 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. GROW. 


I rise to a question of privilege. 


|| Tam instructed by the committee of conference 
|| on the Post Office deficiency bill to present the 


following report: 
The Clerk then read the report, as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
503) making further appropriations for the service of the 


|| Post Office Department, for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
| June, 1860, having met, after full and free conference have 


been unable to agree. 
GALUSHA A. GROW, 
’ JOHN H. REAGAN, 
E. B. WASHBURNE, 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives. 
R. M. T. HUNTER, 
H. M. RICE, 
J. COLLAMER, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. GROW. 


I move that the House recede 


a! a . . 7 +. 
| from its disagreement to the first amendment of 


the Senate, and agree to the Senate amendment 
with an amendment. I ask that the amendment 
of the Senate and the amendment which I propose 
may be read, and then I will explain it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


At the end of the following amendment of the Senate: | 
‘And the Postinaster General is hereby authorized and | 
required to advertise for proposals, and contract with the | 


lowest responsible bidder or bidders, for the transportation 
of the United States mail, in steamships, from Charleston, 
South Carolina, by Savannah, Georgia, and Key West, 
Florida, to Havana, in Cuba, and back, twice a month, 


|| or oftener, from the first day of July, 1860, to the 39th June, | 


1864, inclusive, at a sum not to exceed $50,000 per an 
num,’? add as follows: 


Provided, The said service shall be performed in the | 


sane time as was prescribed in the schedule time in the 
contract for the service of the steamer Isabel, and the Post 
master General is hereby authorized and directed to pay for 


the actual service performed by the said steamer Isabel, | 


from Charleston to Havana, previous to the passage of 
this act, at the same rate of compensation as was provided 
in the contract for that service : 4nd provided further, That 
the Postmaster General is hereby directed to restere the in 

land service on all routes under contract on the 4th of 
March, 1859, unless the same bave expired by their own 
limitation, or where improved service over said routes has 
been furnished by railroads or otherwise; and where the 
service has been actually performed by the contractor upon 
curtailed lines, notwithstanding such curtailment the Post 


master General shall pay the contractors as if no change | 


had been ordered; but the Postmaster General! shall not be 
required to restore the service on any of said routes beyond 


| one daily mail each way, nor to interfere with any changes 
of service that may have been made without reduction of |! 


price, nor to restore service on route No. 10615 from Neo- 


sho, Missouri, to Albuquerque, New Mexico, nor to restore | 


service on route No. 15050, from Kansas, Missouri, via 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Stockton, California, nor any 


| part of the route No. 8076, west of El Paso: Provided fur- 
ther, That nothing herein contained shall debar the Post- | 


master General from discriminating or curtailing any of the 
routes hereby restored, nor shall the contractor or contract 

ors upon said restored routes be paid any extra allowance 
whatever, in consequence of any new curtailment or dis- 
continuance : .4nd provided further, Thatno service hereby 
restored shall be putin operation unless by the assent of 
the contractor or contractors therefor: 4nd provided fur- 
ther, That the appropriation herein made shall be so con- 
strued as to embrace those made by the joint resolution 
** for the relief of the contractors of the Post Office Depart- 
ment,’’ approved 28th March, 1860: And provided further, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to 


renew the mail service on the Cumberland river, above | 


Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee. 


Mr.GROW. The House bill provided for the 
restoration of all the service which had been dis- 


continued or curtailed since the 4th of March, | 
1859, and to pay for the service which has been | 
actually performed, down to the present time. | 
My amendment proposes to restore all these cur- | 
tailed routes, with the exception of three routes | 


therein named, which everybody seems to agree 
are not necessary. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
tleman if he has made any estimate how much 
this restored service will cost the Government? 

Mr. GROW. ! am coming to that in a mo- 
ment. Will the gentleman from Mississippi first 
allow me to explain the general provisions of my 
amendment? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Certainly. But I desire 
to state that, in my opinion, if these routes are 
restored, the Post Office Department will be a tax 
on the Treasury to the amount of more than ten 
million dollars a year. 


Mr. GROW. The other day a gentleman de- 


clared in this House, when a pension bill was | 
before the House, that if it was passed, it would |) 
But the gen- | 
tleman in charge of the bill, who had the estimate |! 


cost this Government $37,000,000. 


I desive to ask the gen- | 
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of the Pension department, showed that it would 
not cost over one and a half million. I will sug- 
gest to the gentleman that the figures are much 
more valuable in legislation than mere declara- 
tions. 
Now, sir, the Senate proposed to strike out the 
entire provision, inserted by the House in the bill, 
in reference to the restoration of the inland ser- 
vice, including the service of the Isabel, between 
Charleston and Key West, and inserted a provis- 
ion requiring the service between Charleston and 
Key West to be let to the lowest bidder. By my 
amendment it is provided that the Postmaster 
General shall restore all the service as it existed 
| on the 4th of March, 1859, unless the contract has 
expired by its own terms, and pay for all during 
the time of discontinuance, if the service was act- 
|| ually performed. While we propose to restore 
|} the service, we do not interfere at all with the 
| discretionary power of the Postmaster General, 
| after the service is restored, to discontinue or cur- 
| tail any service he pleases; and if he discontinues 
or curtails any service, no extra allowance is to 
be paid on the service so restored, By the exist- 
ing laws regulating the Post Office Department, 
if the Postmaster General discontinues any route, 
] he must pay the contractor one month’s extra 

pay upon the contract; andif he curtails any route, 
1e Must pay one twelfth of the saving for a year 
made upon the curtailment. 

In providing, therefore, that where the service 
is restored the Postmaster General may exercise 
his discretion upon it without any extra cost to 
the Government, al! the mail service is alike as to 
the exercise of his discretion in continuing it. So 
the service, if restored, would be put back just as 
it was on the 4th of March, 1859; leaving to the 
Postmaster General the same discretion he had at 
that time. 

The Senate struck out the House provision in 
reference to the steamer Isabel, and substituted a 
yrovision that the service between Charleston and 
ey West should be advertised and given out to 
| the lowest bidder. We propose to add to that: 
| the advertisement shall be mad@ for the same 
schedule of time as was contained in the contract 
with the steamer Isabel, and that the steamer Isa- 
bel shall be paid forthe service actually performed 
up to the passage of this act. 

Then the effect of the proviso would be, if 
adopted, to restore the mail service which has 
been discontinued or curtailed since the 4th of 
March, 1859, and continue the same in operation, 
unless the Postmaster General, in his discretion, 
| should again discontinue any part of it. It only 
| extends, in restoring service, to contracts now in 
existence. One section of contracts expires this 
July, and of course this provision would not to 
any extent operate upon them. Another section 
expires a year from this time, and another two 
years from this time; and this restoration would 
only apply to those contracts during their exist- 
ence. 

Now, in answer to the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Barxspate,| I will say, that the 
Postmaster Genera! reported last December that 
he had saved, by the curtailment $1,725,869. 
That is all he claims to have saved by the eurtail- 
ment; and how, I ask, could the restoration of 
that same service cost $10,000,000 ? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. What was the deficit 
during the last fiscal year? 

Mr. GROW. Four or five million, I believe. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. My recollection is, that 
it was six or seven million dollars. 

Mr. GROW. Suppose it was: that has noth- 
| ing to do with this matter. The whole curtail- 
ment was only $1,725,869 throughout the whole 
country. Now, we do natpropose to restore the 
Tehuantepec route, on which the Postmaster 
General saved $250,000, nor the California ocean 
service, on which he saved $387,000; nor the 
overland route to Stockton, on which would be 
saved $80,000; and on the Neosho route $17,000, 
and on the El Paso route would be saved about 
| ten thousand dollars. So that the service which 
we provide shall not be restored, amounts to 
| $744,250. Then take the cost of this service ,which 
we provide expressly shall not be restored, out of 
}} the amount saved by curtailed service, and it leaves 
only $981,619 as the entire cost of the restored 
service, should the Postmaster General continue 
it all in operation. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 








I would ask the 
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gentleman whether this $1,725,869 does not in- 
clude the saving arising from the discontinuance 
of route agents and mail messengers ? 

Mr. GROW. 
reported by the Postmaster General upon the 
routes discontinued and curtailed. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman from Missouri 
asks whether this $1,725,000 does not include all 
the curtailments of the route agents and the mail 
messengers. The accounts of * transportation” 
in the Post Office Department include not only 
the mail service, but also the route agents; and 
therefore, if any such were curtailed, the saving 
is included in this $1,725,000, which would make 
the amount of mail service restored by this bill 
still smaller. 
$250,000 for the Tehuantepec route, which is not 
restored by this bill; $387,250 saved by reletting 
the ocean mail service between New York and 
California, and, of course, not the result of this 


This $1,725,000 further included | 


It includes all the savings as | 


oareny curtailment; and over one hundred | 
€ 


thousand dollars by the discontinuance of three 
overland routes, which are excepted from the pro- 
visions of this bill; leaving less than one million 
dollars of service to be restored by this bill. 

If one quarter of these routes are worthless, and 


shall not finally be restored—as the Postmaster | 


General is allowed not to do by this bill—then 
the amount of the cost of this service restored 


will be less than three quarters of a million dol- | 


lars. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. Has the gentleman re- 


ceived any estimate of what the recently adver- 


tised routes will cost? I desire to say that, in my | 
sanensent, if this amendment should be adopted | 
»y the House and become a law, and the service | 


be restored, and that be added to the last year’s | 


deficiency, together with the expense of these new 
routes, it will make a tax upon the Treasury to 
the amountof about ten million dollars, as I stated 


some time ago. 


Mr. COLFAX. I will say to the gentleman 
that it will amount to nothing of that kind. So 
far as the serviee upon the routes of 1858 are con- 
cerned, a bill has passed both branches of Con- 


gress, appropriating $400,000 for them; and, un- 


der the system of star bids, now adopted by the 


oye it will probably cost less than that. | 


nd further, | wish to remind the gentleman 
from Mississippi that when we endeavored, the 
other day, to curtail the expenses of the Depart- 
ment $250,000 in the postmasters alone, wubout 
impairing the efficiency of the service, he refused | 
to vote with us for it. That would have lessened | 


the deficiency in the Department, and the cost of || 


it to the Treasury. 

Mr. GROW. I promised the gentleman from | 
Missouri to hear his question. I will now 
hear it. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. [want to ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania whether the pro- | 
viso which he now proposes does not leave with | 
the Postmaster General to say, taking all the pro- 
visoes together, whether he will restore any route | 
at all? 

Mr. GROW. If this proviso should become a | 
law, the Postmaster General would be bound to | 
cestore all the service curtailed since the 4th of 
March, 1859, with the exception of the routes | 
specified. Then he could exercise his discretion 
on all the routes, just the same as he could on the 
4th of March, 1859; and of course we cannot inter- | 
fere with that; at least I do not propose to do so. 
It is not a personal question between the Post- 
master General and the House. This proviso 
only negatives any such supposition, that he can- 
not exercise this discretion. The House believes 
the service, most, if not all of it that was discon- 
tinued and curtailed, t# be necessary, and appro- 
priates money and gives it to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral with a declaration that they believe the service 
necessary for the wants of the country, and then 
leaves it to his discretion to manage it. That is all 
the amendment I propose would do. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
the state of the bill. If 1 understand it right, we 
are acting on this without any sort of propriety. 
The bill in issue between the two Houses is now, 
as I understand, in possession of the Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir; it 
is here. 

Mr. GROW. The bill and the papers belong 
to this House, and are ‘here. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
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I hope the 
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gentleman from Pennsylvania will call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. GROW. I will call the previous question, 
with this statement: forall the actual service per- 
formed, though curtailed by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, the Government is now bound to pay, as was 
illustrated in 1836 or 1837-38. When curtailments 
were made by Mr. Kendall, the then Postmaster 
General, the Government afterwards paid for all 
the service that was performed according to the 
original contract, notwithstanding the curtailment 
by the Postmaster General. In this case we give 
the Postmaster General money to carry on the 
service, with the declaration that we think most, 
if not all, of it is necessary; and then leave him 
to exercise the discretion which the law gives 
him. I now move the previous question. 

Mr. REAGAN. I want to suggest an amend- 
ment to the bill, tosee whether you will accept it. 

Mr. GROW. I will hear the gentleman’s sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would suggest whether it 
would not be better to provide in this way: that 
in case there isa second discontinuance of the 


| service, there shall not be made any further al- 


lowance. 

Mr. GROW. That is provided for; and that 
there may be no mistake, I desire to have the 
proviso read again. 

The proviso was again read. 

Mr. REAGAN. That accomplishes what I 
intended. 

_Mr.GROW. I now demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw the previous question 
to allow me to submit to the House a motion to 
recede from its disagreement to the Senate amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GROW. I cannot yield for that purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to know whether | 
have a right to ask for a division; and if I have 
that right, I suppose I must do it before the pre- 
vious question is seconded, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes it is 
not in order to call for a division. This is the 
report of a committee. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered; which was on Mr. 
Grow’s motion to recede from the agreement to 
the Senate amendment, and to agree thereto with 
an amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lLask for a division of the 
oe so that the first question shall be put on 
the receding from our disagreement to the Senate 
amendment. If that is carried, there will be no 
necessity for a second vote. I desire to obtain 


| that sort of division which will enable me to vote 


for the first branch of the present motion. I want 
to vote for it, and to vote against that part which 
proposes an amendment to the Senate amend- 
ment, 

Mr. GROW. This motion stands exactly the 
same as a motion to strike out and insert, which 
is not divisible. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
question cannot be divided. It is not susceptible 
of division. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I ask forthe yeas and 


nays upon the question. One half I am willing to 
vote for. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 123, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, William 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Francis P. 
Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Bouligny, Brayton, Buffin- 
ton, Burch, Burlingaggjge, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, 
Carter, Case, John B. Clark, Colfax, Davidson, H. ter 
Davis, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Ed- 
wards, Eliot, Ely, English, Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, 
Foster, Frank, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley Hale Hall, 
Hamiiton, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, 
Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. Howard, 
Humphrey, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 
Killinger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Love, Lovejoy, Marston, Charies D. Martin, McKean, Mc- 
Knight, McPherson, McRae, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nib- 
lack, Nixon, Noell, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Rice, Christ r Robinson, Royee, Schwartz, Scott, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Somes, Spauld- 
ing, Spinner, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, 
‘Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins Trimble Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Wade Waldron, Walton Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Eilihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Webster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilsgn, Windom, Woodruff, 
and Woodson—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
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Barr, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow 
Burnett, Horace F. Clark My Cobb, John Cochrane’ 
Burton Craige, Curry, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis De 
Jarnette, Edmundson, Garnett, Gartreil, Gilmer Harde. 
man John T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hindman, Houston 
Hughes, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, James M. Leach, Maclay’ 
Maynard, McQueen, Miles, Mitison, Laban T. y y, 
Sydenham Moore, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarie,’ 
Reagan, Ruffin, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, wy 
liam N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stow. 
art, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance 
and Wright—63. : 

So the motion was agreed to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. FERRY said that he was paired with; 
JACKSON. ; 

Mr. JONES (when his name was called) saiq. 
If 1 understand this matter, it is a double regoly. 
tion, the first part proposing to recede from oy, 
| disagreement to the Senate amendment, and the 
second part proposing a proviso. All of us oy 
this side are willing to vote for the first; but we 
are not in favor of the second. It is a contradic. 
tion within itself. I want to know of the Speaker 
if there cannot be a separation of this question; it 
seems to me to involve an absurdity. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair expressly ¢e. 
cided that question before the vote was com- 
menced, and no appeal was taken from his de. 
cision. 

Mr. JONES. Then I understand we must 
vote on both the propositions together. 

The SPEAKER. Inthe opinion of the Chair 
there is but one proposition. 

Mr. JONES. I understood the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to make two distinct propositions, 
I am in favor of the one, and against the other. 

Mr. GROW. The debate is not in order, and 
I must insist on the regular order. 

Mr. JONES. Then I am compelled to vote 
**no. 

Mr. BOTELER stated that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, he 
would have voted ** no.”’ 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that on this question 
he was paired with Mr. Stanton, who had left 
the Hall on business of the House. 

Mr. COBB stated that he wanted to vote for 
one half of it, and against the other half. He 
would have to vote ** no.”’ 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which his motion was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BENJAMIN TYSON. 


Mr. SCHWARTZ. I move to suspend the 
rules to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
House from the further consideration of House 
bill No. 437, for the relief of Benjamin Tyson, so 
as to enable the House to consider it at this time. 

The bill was read. It directs that there be paid 
to Benjamin Tyson the sum of $6,060, with inter- 
est from December 31, 1857, it being the balance 
of commissions due him as agent of the Navy De- 
partment for the purchase of anthracite coal. 

Mr.GARTRELL. I demand the yeasand nays 
on the suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I think there ought to be no 
objection made to this very proper bill. Mr. 
Scuwarrz is not able to remain in the Hall. 

Mr. GARTRELL, | differ with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. T have examined the bill, 
and I think it a very impreper claim. 

Mr. CURRY. I desire to say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that I was on the 
committee who reported this bill, and I voted 
against it. In my judgment there is not a particle 
of justice in the claim. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I should like to have the re- 
port of the committee read before the yeas and 
nays are called. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object to that, unless debate 
is allowed on both sides; the reading of a report is 
debate. Ree 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 102, nays 69; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Aldrich, Alien, Alley, William 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Blake, Boteler,, Brayton, Buffinton, Campbell, Carter, John 
B. Clark, Job Cochrane, Colfax, James rag | Dawes, 
Delano, Dixsmick, Duell, ’Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Etheridg’, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Gooch, Gra- 
vam, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, J. Morrison 
Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hill, William Howard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William 


. 
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ee Killinger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 


mecke ‘ovejoy, Maclay, Marston, Maynard, Mc- 
Longmore, oreoe, “Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, 
coe, Edward Joy aroma Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, 
Nixon, Noell, Perry, Pettit, orter, Potter, Pottle, Chris- 
her binson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sedgwick, Sick- 


or Ro : = 
a gor Stallworth, Stevens, William Stewart, Strat- 
es, + > 


ton, ‘Tappa, 7. > mans . 
lve ‘erree, Wade, Waldron, Elihu B. Washburne, 
a Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- 
ru V3 —Mesere. Avery, Barksdale, Beale, Bocock, Bon- 
ham, Boyee, Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, Burnham 
Hornet F. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Burton Craige, Curry, 
Davidson, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, 
De Jarnetie, Edmundson, English, Garett, Gartrell, Gil- 
mer, Hardeman, John ‘Tl’. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hoard, 
Holman, Houston, Hughes, Jenkins, Jones, Kunkel, La- 
ar, Jaines M. Leach, Logan, Mallory, McQueen, McRae, 
Miles Millson, Sydenham Moore, Morse, Niblack, Olin, 
Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, Ruflin, Sher- 
an, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. ft. 
ps ith Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Tompkins, Trimble, 
Tiedererood, Vance, Cadwalader C. Washburn,Woodson, 
and Wright—71. . We) 2 
So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 


rules were not suspended. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
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THE CON 


| 
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On that resolution I call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


Mr. BURNETT. lL ask the yeas and nayson | 


agreeing to that resolution, and call for tellers on 


j » wone ave , ” rh, . ‘ 
Sea e Theaker, ‘Train, Vallandigham, Van || the yeas and nays. | wanta record. Thatis all. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Barr and 
Rigas were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
thirty-six in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to inquire of the 


| gentleman from Ohiéd how many copies of this 


| 
| 
| 


|| ber of twenty theusand copies printed, 


portion of the report were printed last year? 
Mr. BRANCH. ‘Twenty thousand. 
Mr. GURLEY. 1 will explain. 
Mr. BURNETT. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. SHERMAN, I trust my colleague will 
accept an amendment to have only the yony num- 
think 


1] 
|} We ought not to print more. 


A message was received from the Senate, noti- | 


fying the House that, in the absence of the Vice 
i= ‘ 
President, the Senate had clected Senator Brigut 
as President of the Senate pro tempore. 
ARMING THE MILITIA. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union from the further consideration of House 
bill No. 65. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
the rules. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I risetoa point 
of order. We are now acting under the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and it is not in order to suspend 
them again. By the suspension of the rules the 
licht-house bill was made a special order for the 


day 


I move to suspend 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, that is the special order, and until the 
House does go into committee, and until the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts has the floor to make 
that motion, the Chair supposes that it is in order 
for the Chair to assign the floor to any gentleman. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. And the Chair has 
acted on that rule twice. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Suchhas never 
been the ruling heretofore. 

The SPEAKER.- There are reasons why the 
Chair thinks the floor should be assigned to the 
gentleman from Ohio. After that, the Chair will 
call the gentleman from Massachusetts in his turn. 
The gentleman from Ohio has the floor now. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of taking up House bill 
No. 65, to oad the act of April 23, 1808, enti- 
tled * An act making provision for arming and 
equipping the whole ws of the militia of the 
United States.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Riees 
THEAKER Were appointed. 

Mr. VALLAN: IGHAM demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. As I understand 
that the principal objection to the consideration 
of this matter now is, that there is a special order, 
I withdraw the motion to suspend the rules, and 
will renew it at another time. 

Mr. ELIOT. I now move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the special order. 

Mr. GURLEY. I rise toa privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. Itcannot take precedence of 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
unless by his consent. 

Mr. ELIOT. I will yield to the gentleman. 


PRINTING OF PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. GURLEY. I am instructed by the Com- 


poe on Printing to report the following reso- 
ution: 


Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
eer of the mechanical part of tlie Patent Office report 
Or 185Y, ten thousand copies for the use of the Patent Of- 


and fort 
mga. the members of the 


The SPEAKER. Whenever the House goes | 


! 


| 


Mr. BURNETT. The previous question has 
been seconded, and the main question ordered, and 
I want a vote on the resolution, 


Mr. GURLEY. The House has been in the 


|| habit of ordering from sixty to one hundred and | 


eighty thousand copies. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would like to in- 


quire whether the number of copies in the reso- 


|| lution means that number of sets or that number 
|| of volumes? ‘The mechanical portion of the Pat- 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


] 
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} 
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ent Office report generally makes three volumes. 
Mr. GURLEY. Last year the report was in 
three volumes; this year it isin two volumes. 


Mr. BURNETT. I insist upon the enforce- 


|} ment of the rules of this House by the Speaker. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Llinois. I think that this 
is only intended as a job for the Public Printer, 
and | hope the resolution will not be adopted. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, I] 


Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Blake, Bouligny, Braytou, Bullintou, Burch, Burlingame, | 
Burnham, Buttertield, Campbell, Carter, John B. Clark, | 
Covode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dint 
mick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Eng- 


| lish, Farnsworth, Florence, Foster, Frank, Freach, Gilmer, 
| Gooch, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Hatris, Haskin, | 
| Helmick, Hickinan, Holman, William Howard, Huuplirey, | 


Hutchins, Juokin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Long- 


| necker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, McKean, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, | 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, | 


Perry, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 


Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Ste- | 
vens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, | 


Theaker, ‘Train, ‘Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Wal- 
ton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Is 
rael Washburu, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and 
Woodrutl— 09. 


NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, | 


Boyce, Brabson, Braneli, Bristow, Burnett, Horace F. 


Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Coltax, James Craig, Burton Craige, | | 


Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, Jolin G. Davis, Reuben Davis, 


De Jarnette, Edmundson, Ferry, Gartrell, Hamilton, Harde- | 


man, John ‘I’. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hindman, Hoard, Hous 


ton, William A. Howard, hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, | 


Keitt, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, Maynard, 
McQueen, McRae, Millson, Laban ‘Il’. Moore, Sydenham 


Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, || 
Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Kutlin, | 
Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. | 
Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, ‘Taylor, || 
Thomas, Tompkins, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, | 


Van Wyck, Whiteley, Woodson, and Wright—78. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. COLFAX stated that Mr. Case had paired 
off for the day with Mr. Winstow. 


Mr. NIBLACK stated that he was temporarily || 
paired off with Mr. Perrit, or he should have || 


voted **no.”’ 


Mr. PENDLETON stated that he had paired || 
off with Mr. Sranron during the morning session | 
of the House to-day on this and all other ques- | 


tions. 


The result of the vote having been announced, | 


as above recorded, 

Mr. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ELIOT obtained the floor. 

Mr. GURLEY. I desire to submit another 
resolution in relation to the agricultural portion 
of the Patent Office report. 

The SPEAKER. 
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sachusetts has the floor; and unless he yields, the 
gentleman cannot offer his resolution. 

Mr. GURLEY. I hope the gentleman from 
MassacMusetts will let this resolution in. 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 cannot yield, if the yeas and 
nays are to be called on the resolution. Uf there 


, is no objection to its being passed without the 


yeas and nays, I will yield. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 give the gentleman from 
Massachusetts notice that he must either yield 
the floor absolutely or insist on his motion. | am 
opposed to this farming out of the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Massachusetts will insist on his 
motion, Let us dispose of the light-house bill, 
and then ail these matters can come in. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

‘The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasa- 
BuRN, Of Maine, in the chair,) and proceeded to 
the consideration of the special order, being House 
bill No. 350, making appropriations for light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, &c. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved that 
the first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ELIOT. 1| move that the committee do 
now rise, for the purpose of closing debate. 

The motion was agreed to, 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusurn, of Maine, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
under consideration the light-house appropriation 
bill, and had come to no conclusion thereon, 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move thet all debate on the 
light-heuse appropriation ill be closed in five 
minutes after the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union shall resume the consideration 
of the same. 

‘The motion was agreed to. a 


THE RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Mr. BRANCH. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the House, at the request of the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr.Conwis,} 
who is sick, to present a memohial in relation to 
the ences treaty, and to ask that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and printed. 

There being no objection, it was so Gedanelt 

Mr. ELIOT. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

LIGHT-LOUSE BILL——AGAIN. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- 
BURN, Of Maine, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consileration of the light-house bill, 

Mr. ELIOT. This bill was reported on the 
19th of March. Since that time the Committee 
to strike 
out several of the appropriations, and to amend 
the bill by inserting others. I have, therefore, 
prepared a substitute for the bill, which I desire 


| now to offer. 


Mr. THEAKER. Is the substitute printed ? 
Mr. ELIOT. No, sir; it only changes the bill 
in some particulars. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 


| the Lill which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
| offers as a substitute is substantially the same as 


the House bill. The Clerk will read the portions 
of the bill wherein changes are made, if that will 


| be regarded by the committee as the reading of the 


amendment, 


Mr. BURNETT. [ understand that the first 


question will be upon the original bill, That must 


first be read by clauses, and then the substitute 


| of the gentleman from Massachusetts will come 


up. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 


| Kentucky desires it,@he original bill will be read 


by clauses. 


Mr, BURNETT. Yes, sir,I do. 1 am op- 


Che gentleman from Mas- || posed to the whole bill. 


i" 
‘ 
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The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 


clauses, for amendment. . 
Mr. BURNETT moved to strike out the whole 


paragraph, from line cighteen to line thffty-three, 
inclusive, as follows: 


“ For continuing the construction of the light-house on 
Minot’s Ledge, one of the Cohasset rocks, Boston bay, as 
per acts of Congress, August 31, 1852, first session ‘Thirty- 
Second Congress, cliapter one hundred and twelve, page 
114; March 3, 1853, second session Thirty-Second Congress, 


chapter one hundred and forty-two, page 243; joint resolu- | 


tion, March 27, 1854, first session Thirty-Third Congress 
page 582; and March 3, 1855, second session Thirty Third 
Congress, chapter one hundred and seventy-five, page 658, 
pamphict laws, being the amount remaining to be appro- 


priated to complete the work according to the original esti- | 


mate, $47,090 36.”’ 

Mr. BURNETT. 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, who reported 
this bill, whether or not this provision has not 
for its object the prevention of those former ap- 
propriations from relapsing into the Treasury? I 
understand that appropriations have been made 
in former years which have not been expended, 
and this is to prevent their going back into the 
Treasury. 

Mr. ELIOT. I agree to this amendment which 
is stricken out in the substitute. The object of 
this paragraph has already been accomplished in 
another bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BURNETT moved te strike out from line | 


fifty-five to fifty-nine, inclusive, as follows: 

“Por enabling the Light-House Board, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, to experiment with 
Daboll’s and other ear-signals, and to purchase the signal 
erected by Daboll, and nuw in operation at New London, 
$6,000." 

Mr. BURNETT. My object in moving this 
amendment is to inquire of the gentleman who re- 
vorted this bill how many of these items contained 
in this bill are estimated for by the Light-House 
Board or by the aan of the Treasury? 

Mr. ELIOT. I should like to know first what 


the gentleman understands by the word ‘‘esti- | 


mates?’’ . 
Mr. BURNETT. I mean estimates from the 
Department or the Light-House Board. 


Mr. ELIOT. I will reply to the gentleman from | 


Kentucky that, with the exception of two or three 
of the smaller appropriations, every appropriation 
has been recommended and estimated for by the 
Light-House Board, either to some member of the 
committee personally, or through the correspond- 
ence of the committee. Every item has under- 
gone the careful examination of the Committee on 
Commerce, and no one has been incorporated into 
the bill that has not in its support reasons which 
appeared satisfactory to the committee. . 

Mr. BURNETT. According to a rough esti- 
mate which I made the other day, my recollection 
is that this bill appropriates something like seven 
hundred thousand dollars directly, without refer- 
ence to the indirect and contingent appropriations 
which many clauses of the bill contain. 

Now, sir, the gentleman talks about personal con- 
ference with members of the Light-House Board. 
Sir, this House, when it is called on to act upon 
so important a measure of legislation, ought to 


have something tangible to act upon; some data | 
upon which they can rely, to enable them to de- | 


termine whether the public service requires this 
large appropriation of money or not. We ought 
to have before us an estimate from the Light-House 
Board, indorsed by the Secretary of the eoante, 
for every item of appropriation, and not this talk 
about personal conferences of members of the 
committee, 

Mr. ELIOT. I objectto the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, and ask for a vote. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I move to amend by striking 
out lines ninety-cight and ninety-nine, as follows: 

* For a new light-house at the mouth of Cape Fear river, 
in lieu of the present structure, $40,000.” 

I wish to inquire of the committee whether 
there is any legislation which authorizes the 
building of that light-house ? 

Mr. ELIOT. This is the legislation by which 
we propose to authorize the building of it. 

r. EDWARDS. I understood yesterday, 
when an amendment was proposed to another 
appropriation bill providin® for the construction 
we certain work, that the Chair decided it to be 
out of order on the ground that it had not been au- 
thorized by previous legislation. Now, s.r, what 


Now, sir, I desire to ask 








I want to know is, whether there has been any 
w 


legislation authorizing the construction of a ne 

light-house at this point? If there has not, then 
I ask if this provision does not come within the 
rule established by the committee yesterday in 
relation to the appropriation proposed to recon- 
struct Fort Constitution, in the harbor at Ports- 
mouth? If it would not be in order to offer such 
an amendment to the appropriation bill, for the 
same reason this provision should be stricken out 


of this bill, unless there has been prior legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. 
the gentleman from New Hampshire that this is 
not an appropriation bill. This bill was not re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means at 
all; and therefore the 81st rule does not apply to 
it. It isa bill for the construction of light-houses. 
Its principal object is to authorize their construc- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
New Hampshire rises to a question of order, the 
Chair will be compelled to overrule the question 
of order for three or four reasons, which he will 
state, if the gentleman desires it. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I accept the correction of 
the gentleman from Michigan. This not being 
an appropriation bill, as 1 supposed, on a hasty 
examination of it, | withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BURNETT. © | move toamend by striking 
out from the ninety-second to the one hundred 
and first line, as follows: 

* North Carolina.—For reéstablishing the Beacon Island 


light-house, and constructiug in connection therewith a | 


beacon-light to form arange tor running the Ocracoke inlet, 
$5,000. 

** Fora beacon-light at a suitable point at or near Cape 
Hatteras inlet, $5,000. 

* Por a new light-house at the mouth of Cape Fear river, 
in lieu ofthe present structure, $40,000. 


* Por buoying Beaufort harbor and Bogue sound, $1,000.” | 


I make this motion for the purpose of asking 
the gentleman who reported this bill to tell us how 
much of these appropriations for the State of North 
Carolina is recommended by the Light-House 

Soard and approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury? 


Mr. ELIOT. In reply to the gentleman from 


| Kentucky, I will say, that this first item: 


“Por reéstablishing the Beacon Island light-house, and 
constructing in connection therewith a beacon-light to form 
a range for running Ocracoke inlet, $5,000,” 
is subject to the same reply which I made to the 
gentleman before. 


| of a personal interview which Lf had with the of- 
| ficers at the Light-House Board, who stated this 





—— 


amount was necessary. 
The second item, 
* Por a beacon-light at a suitable point at or near Cape 
Hatieras inlet, $5,000,” 
I have the same remark to make in reference to. 
The third item is: 
“ For a new light-house at the mouth of Cape Fear river, 
in lieu of the present structure, $40,000.”” 


If the gentleman desires an explanation of that, 


he will find it on pe 288 of the Report of the 


| Secretary of the 


reasury on the State of the 
Finances, in which he says: 


“© The light-house at the mouth of Cape Fear river is en- 
tirely worn out, and is not on the proper site. The reno- 
vation is recommended. ‘The existing light does not show 
as far as the outer edge of the Frying Pan shoals, off the 
mouth of the river. To replace the present structure by 
another efficient one, showing a light twenty miles sea- 
ward, will require $40,000,”? 

The last item reads: 

* For buoying Beaufort harbor and Bogue sound $1,000.” 


This appropriation has the recommendation of 
the officer who has in charge this branch of the 
business, which recommendation I also recom- 
mend personally. 

Before taking my seat, I will say to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky that when the Committee 
on Commerce reports to this House that certain 
appropriations for light-houses are recommended 
by the Light-House Board, and are, in the opin- 
ion of the committee, advisable, the House has 
that information in an official form. The only 
difference between it and the correspondence 
which the gentleman from Kentucky wants is, 
that in one instance it comes verbally through the 
official organ of the House upon that subject, and 
in the other it is made in writing. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is speaking, 1 believe, in my time, and 
I do not care about his taking up the whole five 


Let me say to | 


It is inserted in consequence | 
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minutes. I desire to say this, in reference to tj; 
bill: that the members of this House are asked 1, 
vote these large appropriations, in many insta), : 
without one word of record evidence comine 
from the proper officers of the Government shoy. 
ing that they are necessary or demanded for the 
public service. And gentlemen who will yote for 
them under such circumstances can very well 
afford to vote for a high protective tariff for raising 
revenue. lL repeat, sur, that we are asked to mak, 
these appropriations upon the mere statement of 
members of private conversation with officers of 
the Government. For myself, I want to see th 
written recommendation of the Light-Hoyg 
Board, indorsed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
before I can vote for any such appropriations, 
¢ Mr. RUFFIN. Lrise to oppose the amend. 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. I hap. 
pen to know something about these lights, fo, 
some of them which he propane to strike oy 
are in my district. The first clause is for yess. 
tablishing Beacon Island light-house, and cop. 
structing in connection therewith a beacon-lich; 
| to form a range for running the Ocracoke inlet, 
$5,000. There were two light-vessels and a lig). 

house at that place; but on the Ist of August last 
the two light-vessels were removed, and the ligh. 
house was discontinued. A short time thereafter 
two vessels were wrecked near this place, anda 
number of lives were lost. The coast of North 
| Carolina is probably the most dangerous coast of 
the American continent, and yet the gentleman 
from Kentucky, notwithstanding some of these 
lights have been established there for years, 
wishes all appropriations for them to be strickey 
out. The Light-House Board, seeing that ay 
error had been committed in discontinuing those 
light-vessels and the Beacon Island light-house, 
and the channel having also changed, now say 
that it is necessary that some of them should be 
reestablished. 

Mr. BURNETT. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. RUFFIN. Certainly. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the gentle- 
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||} man from North Carolina whether he considers 


it right to vote such appropriations as these in 
the absence of any recommendation of the Light- 
House Board, and the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury? The point I made upon the 
first two paragraphs was, that there had been no 
appropriation. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I will say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky that they have been recommended 


. by the Light-House Board. In the first place, they 


have been recommended to the committee; and in 
the next place, I have at my room a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by one 
from the Light-Houge Board, respecting these par- 
ticular lights, in which the necessity for their re- 
establishmentfully appears. Ifthe gentleman from 
Kentucky is not aware of that fact, I cannot help 
it. They have been recommended by the com- 
mittee in the usual form; and this bill, as | under- 
stand, has been reported by the committee as al 
light-house bills have been reported heretofore. 

The third clause is an appropriation for a light- 
house at the mouth of the Oege Fear river. That 
light-house is in the district of my friend, Mr. 
Wiwsiow, who is not now present. That isa 
very dangerous point, and a light-house there is 
absolutely necessary. 

No part of the United States has a more dan- 
gerous coast than North Carolina; and the whole 
coasting trade between the North and South, pass- 
ing along that coast, is benefited by these light- 
houses. I hope*the House will not for a moment 
entertain the idea of striking out these appropt'- 
ations. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend by striking out lines one hundred and 
one hundred and two, as follows: 


“ For buoying Beaufort harbor and Bogue sound, $1,000.” 


I move the amendment for the purpose of say- 
ing a few words. Not only am I opposed to this 
particular appropriation, but [ am opposed to the 
whole bill. t think, sir, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have appropriated enough to 
repair and keep up all the light-houses which are 
| necessary at the present time. And, sir, to bring 

in a bill now to the tune of half or three quarters 
of a million dollars in this shape, mostly for new 
works, is more than I can vote for. 
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D this Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the gen- || was impossible for them, at the time the inform- | ers and putting them out to trade between light- 
ed to tleman allow me to ask him a question ? I would | ation was sought for, to give to Congress esti- || houses, we will have exactly the same result as 
Nees ask the genteman if the Committee of Ways and | mates such as could reliably be acted upon with | we had in California. Ido not think we ought 
Mine Means have had the subject of light-houses under || reference to building such a work as this; and || to dosucha thing; and therefore I move to strike 
how consideration, and whether they pane ennmines ] ee there is found in this bill, as in the bills out the section. 
Wr the it? Task him whether they are conferre nui | ort re last ine three years, & section which | Mr. ELIOT. [I think that the fears of the gen- 
te for the Light-House Board, which was establis hia } Sie S the Hecretary 0% the Treasury to make |! tleman from Tennessee will not be realized. The 
well by law to give Congress information upon this || eS Reet eys, under the diregtion of the |) argument which he makes, based on his expe- 
ising subject? r ania, The C oe ore) tent of the Coast Survey, whenever _ rience on the Pacific coast, is not one that ought 
make Mr. STEVEN s, of Pennsylvania. 1¢ Com- || wan pre:iminary examination may be necessary. || to strike the committee as neuen to the sec- 
Nt of mittee of wore and Means make an appropria- | This should be done before any money is €X- || tion here reported. It is well known that the 
rs of tion for light- 10uses, such as they think neces- |! pended, in order to ascertain the proper location | expenses on the coast of California are very much 
© the sary for the present year. ORY | and the extent of the work. Ifan adverse report | larger than those on the Atlantic coast. [ am 
louse Mr. WASHBU RNE, of Illinois. Was not || be made, no Pe ene Will be used ; || inclined to think that there is a great mistake in 
sury, that appropriation for oil for light-houses, and for |) but Congress W al ve asked at its next session to | regard to the expense of maintaining the steamer 
ns, other matters of that kind? ‘ E legislate on the subject. If, on examination, it is | Shubrick, to which reference has been made. 
hend. Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. You can) found that the appropriation is sufficient, and that || This year there was an appropriation of $30,000 
hap. F ascertain, by looking at the bill, what the appro- }, the public exigency requires it, then the money || for the maintenance of that steamer; last year 
35 for yriation was for. . ; | is used, ; : | there was no appropriation at all made for it. 
e Out Mr. SHERMAN. The ordinary annual ap- | [Here the hammer fell.) _ _ || Tsuppose the gentleman must have made some 
reig. ropriation made by the Committee of Ways and || Mr. BURCH. No portion of the appropria- || examination of the matter before he undertook to 
con- {eans was for oil, for carrying on the light-house || tion of $40,000 has been used at that point, bi" |! state that the effect of introducing this change 
licht service, for the salaries of officers, and for repairs |, has reverted back to the Department. would be to increase the expense. The Light- 
inlet, of existing light-houses. 1 suppose that allthe || The question was taken on Mr. Hucues’s || House Board think differently. The Secretar 
light. appropriations contained in this bill are for new || amendment; end it was rejected. | of the Treasury thinks differently. They say it 
t last light-houses, not heretofore established by law. | Mr. BURNETT. I should tike to know from | will be a saving of money to the Government. 1 
light. “Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I must vote || the gentleman from Massachusetts how much of || have no doubt that it is but a question of time; 
patter against appropriating $750,000 for the construc- || the appropriation contained in this paragraph for | and thatif it isnot done now, jLwill be done soon. 
und a tion of new works. I think this is not quite the | Washington Territory meets with the approval of || The committee believe the present to be the proper 
Vorth time for doing that. Our Treasury is not yet || the Secretary of the Treasury. The appropria- time to do it, because it is right in itself, 1s rec- 
ast of quite full enough for that. When our high pro- || tion for that Territory amounts to $175,000. |ommended by the proper Department, and is 
eman tective tariff shall have filled the Treasury—as || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is not the |) demanded by the necessities of commerce. There- 
hows our friends upon the other side contend it will, |} gentleman mistaken in regard to the amount? | fore the report is here. Let me say, sir, that 
ears, though [ think it will only keep out unnecessary We have passed that item of $25,000 for Wash- || there are some other interests besides pecuniary 
icken importations—I may be willing to throw away |) ington Territory. _ || interests. Life and property are jeoparded very 
at an $750,000 upon new light-houses. Iam opposed |} Mr. BU RNETT. How much of the appropri- | much upon the Atlantic, and upon the lakes, by 
hose to the whole bill. | ation for Washington ‘Territory mects the ap- || the inefficiency of the vessels that have been em- 
muse, Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am op- || proval of the Secretary of the Lnterior ? || ployed. I hope the motion will not prevail.’ 
+ say posed to the amendment. | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lilinois. ‘The whole } The question was taken on Mr. Quares’s 
ld be The amendment was not agreed to. | of it. e social _ || amendment; and it was not agreed to. 
Mr. HUGHES. I move to strike out lines || _ Mr. BURNETT. Is there a recommendation || Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the followine amend- 
low one hundred and nine to one hundred and cleven, || for it? , fe , ; | ment. to come 'in as @ third section: . 
inclusive, as follows: | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Yes, sir. dec. 3. fadte® SER Ona a 
nit Sia eee . or i Mr. ELIOT. Ifthe gentleman will turn tothe Bac. 3. And be i further enacted, Tass nopertione’ the 
“ For a first-class light-house at Cape Mendocino, being | e 5 be sriek | money herein appropriated for the erection of any light- 
ntle- the extreme w stern point of land on the Pacific coast, Report on the Finances, page 290, he will find that || house or beacon-light shall be expended uatil plans shall be 
ders $30,000.” the Light-House Board and the Seeretary of the |! furnished and contracts made for the entire completion of 
se in 1 move the amendment for the purpose of say- || Treasury, as president of the board, brought be- || s#!4 ene or beacon-light for the sum herein appro- 
ict. ing that, while | am in favor of making appro- || fore Congress what they believed to be the wants ere , ibs 4 
tary priations for proper light-houses, both upon the | of the Governmentin respect to the appropriation It is a very common practice in our Govern- 
: the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and upon the lakes, || asked for in the second section. The commitiee || ment to appropriate ten or week thousand dol- 
n no I cannot vote for this bill, because there are so || has no feeling in regard to this matter. It has || lare for the construction of a light-house, a cus- 
many important items inserted in it which have || been pressed upon them by the Department as || tom-house, or some other work; and thereupon 
man not the approbation of the proper authorities of | being an improvement highly necessary to be | the Department commences a work that will cost 
sided the Government, which have not been estimated || made. At present there are attending on buoys || $900,000. I want to prevent such an abuse grow- 
they for by the Light-House Board, and for which no || twenty-one light-house tenders, manned by two |/ Ing out of the passage of this bill in case it should 
dia plan has been made, so far as we know, by the || hundred seamen. In the eleventh district, em- || Pass. ; u ; { 
: the proper Departments. Therefore, 1 say, | am |) bracing the waters of the lakes St. Clair, Huron, || Mr. ELIOT. I think the provisions in section 
ade under the necessity of voting against the whole || Michigan, Superior, and Green Bay, it is found | four of the bill will meet all reasonable require- 
par- bill. | impossible for the sailing vessels there employed || ments. [ am inclined to think tMat if this amend- 
aia Mr. BURCH. 1 am opposed to the amend- || to perform the work. In some of the other dis- || ment shall be adopted it would necessarily eripple 
hm ment of the gentleman from Maryland. I desire |} tricts there are two, and in some three, sailing || Very much the operations of the Department. It 
help simply to say that there has been an appropria- || vessels; and the Secretary of the ‘Treasury gives || 1S an entirely new mode of doing business, [tis 
an. tion of $40,000 for the erection of a light-house || it as his oo that the expenses of the Govern- || & new principle which is sought to be ingrafted 
den at Cape Mendocino, the extreme western point || ment would be much less if the change was made || ©” this approprisuon of money. : 
ool of land upon the Pacific coast; but it was found || which is here recommended by the committee. || Mr. SHERMAN. I beg the gentleman’s par- 
sa inadequate for the construction of a light-house || It has been found impossible to do the work, and || don; it has been done for the last three or four 
ahs. at that point. The inland country is so rugged | to attend properly to the four hundred and fifty || years; and I hope that no appropriation bill of 
Phat that it is impossible to get to the promontory by || light-houses extending over coasts of twenty-one || this kind will ever pass without such a provision. 
Mr. land. Itis only approachable by water. It isa || thousand miles in extent, with sailing vessels; || Let us appropriate the entire sum arene yi eme 
isa most dangerous point to redch; and the Commit- || therefore it was that the appropriation was rec- | then we shall know what we are doing. It has 
ia is tee on Commerce has recommended an appropri- || ommended, and has been reported by the com- || been done in several instances. _ 
ation of $80,000, so that the Light-House Board mittee. Mr. ELIOT. In the case of light-houses? 
iis may make such an expenditure as they, in their | Mr. QUARLES. I move to strike out the sec- Mr. SHERMAN. Not in the ease of light- 
hole judgment, may deem necessary to carry out the {| ond section of the bill, which is in the following | houses, but in the case of other buildings. We 
nd aoe of the appropriation. [tis not anticipated || words: | commenced the construction of the Charleston 
cht. ae the whole of this amount will be expended, “Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of || custom-house for $160,000, and it has already 
aad ut only so much as may be necessary. , $150,000 is hereby appropriated ane Seeed sagel’, at | cost $2,000,000, and it will cost $1,000,000 more 
al A steamer by the name of Northerner was || (oe ony in ie onsteuctron of four steam popeiterst, || Before itis completed. 
P wrecked within four miles of that point last win || peusedon the Atlantic const, an aanadinatiadinn . |} Mr. ELIOT. I would inquire if the object of 
, ’ e used on the Atlantic coast, and one steam propeller to be ee q ’ A} 
se ter, in consequence of the wantof alight upon that || used on the northwestern lakes, in lieu of the sail vessels || the amendment is simply to provide that no ap- 
ond point, and I hope the committee will see the neces- || "Ww employed as light-house and buoy tenders.” _ || propriation shall be used if it is found, upon ex- 
sity of making an appropriation for this light- We have had some little experience, Mr.Chair- || amination, that it will require more than the 
om ouse. man, inregatd to the matter of supplying boats to || amount appropriated to build the contemplated 
100. Mr. ELIOT. I wish to say, in reference to || be used in connection with the light-housesystem. || work ? 
say- this Mendocino light-house, something which | The whole light-house system on the coast of Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. The object is, 
this applies as well to other appropriations contained | California, Oregon, and Washington, cost $18,000, || that the Department shall state to us how much 
) the in this bill. When I had an interview with the || for employés, fuel, and supplies of every nature. || the work is going to cost, so that we may appro- 
e of ight-House Board in reference to the importance | By a law of August, 1856, a steamer was pro- || priate the money with a full understanding of 
1 to of a light-house at Cape Mendocino, the opinion | cured for that coast as a light-house tender, and || what the work is going to cost. But} have no 
are was expressed, without any hesitation, that there || now it costs $30,000 to maintain that tender, to || idea of appropriating $30,000 to build a light- 
ring ought to be a light-house stablished there. It || run along and make occasional inspections, and || house, and allowing the Department to spend 
ters Was said by the officers of the Light-House Board || carry a little oil to these light-houses. Now, here || $200,000. a 
new —and it is to that that I wish to call the attention || it is proposed to alter our system in that respect. Mr. BURCH. Asa friend of this bill, I sug- 
of the gentleman who just now objected—that it || Sir, if we enter upon this system of buying steam- || gest to the gentleman from Massachusetts the 
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propriety of accepting this amendment. There 
can be no reasonable objection to it. 

Mr. ELIOT. I will say that the practice of the 
Department—and the knowledge of members of 


the Committee on Commerce, I suppose, will bear | 


me out in saying so—is, that when an appropria- 
tion has been provided for, and upon a preliminary 
survey it has been found that the appropriation is 
not sufficient, no money at all bas been expended. 
Such was the case in Massachusetts in a case 
within my personal knowledge, and also at Cape 
Mendocino. 


of $40,000; but it was found to be entirely insuf- 


ficient, and the money went back into the Treas- | 


ury, and has not been used at all. 

r. SHERMAN. The effect of this amend- 
ment is only to confine the expenditure for a par- 
ticular light-house to the amount appropriated. If 
they have not estimated enough, let them send us 
a complete estimate of what it will cost, and keep 
within that. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Suerman’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not see my colleague in 
his seat. 
an amendment which may be important, and | 
have to offer the amendment without knowing 
precisely what I am doing. I move to insert the 
word * Galvestor® in line ten of section three. 


There was an Beprepesetion there | 





the House, with an amendment in the nature of 


a substitute. 

Mr. ELIOT demanded the previous question 
upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT called for tellers upon second- 
nace demand. 

ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burnett, 

and Rosinson of Rhode Island, were appointed. 

The Hoftse divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes one hundred, a further count not being de- 
manded. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The amendment, in the nature of a substitute, 





|| reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, was agreed to. 


I know that he contemplated offering | 


The CHAIRMAN. We have passed that por- | 


tion of the bill; and it is not in order to go back, || 


except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


. ~ . ‘ , " ic ic yi i 
The question now is on || Gooch, Grow, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, William Howard, 


the substitute for the bill offered by the gentleman 


from Massachusetts. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to | 


dispense with the reading of the substitute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I offer my amendment, 
which was adopted just now, to the original bill, 
to come in as section two of the substitute. 

Mr. ELIOT. 
be adopted. I am afraid it will seriously preju- 
dice the interests of commerce and the operations 
of the Light-House Board. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lLask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts if he knows of any light-house 
provided for in this bill which will cost more than 
the amount appropriated ? 

Mr. ELIOL. Certainly not. I know this, 
moreover, that if, in the judgment of the Light- 
House Board, the building of a light-house will 


I hope that amendment will not 


cost more than is appropriated for it, nota dollar | 


of the appropriation will be used until further || 
That has been || 


action on the part of Congress. 
the uniform rule. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I believe 
that the amendihent is right, and that it ought to 
be put in. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it ought to be put 
in every appropriation bill that passes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to insert in line ten 
of the third section the words “‘ at Galveston, in 
‘Texas;’’ so that it will read: 


Sec. 3.fnd be it further enacted, That the sum of $20,000 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated and directed to be 
paid, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, tor the establishment, at the points herein 
named, of such ear-signals as may prove to be satisfactory 


under the experiments hereinbefore authorized to be made ; | 


that isto say; at West Quoddy Head and Boone Island, in 


Maine ; at Boston, in Massachusetts; at Sandy Hook, in | 


New York; at Charleston, in South Carolina; at Savan- | 


nah, in Georgia; at Galveston, in Texas; and at the South- 
west Pass of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. Chairman, if | may be allowed, I will say 
just this: that the commerce of Galveston has be- 
come very large; that the coast is a dangerous 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


one; and that, if there is any point at which a light- | 


house should be built, it is there. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The substitute, as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
thecommittee rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusvan, of Maine, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


I move that | 


| Mr. SHERMAN. 


| 
| 
} 





The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed. 
was accordil read the third time. 

Mr. ELIOT demanded the previous question 
| on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

“The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Samuel 
S. Blair, Blake, Bouligny, Brayton, Buffinton, Burch, Bar- 
lingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Horace 
F. Clark, John Cochrane, Coltax, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, 
| Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, French, 


William A. Howard, Junkin, William Kellogg, Larrabee, 
| DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Maclay, Marston, Mc- 
Knight, Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Perry, Pettit, 
Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, 
Schwartz, Scott, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sickles, William N. 
H. Smith, Somes, Spaulding, William Stewart, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
| burn, Elihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Wells, Wil- 
son, Windom, and Woodrufi—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, William C. An- 
| derson, Ashmore, Avery, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Bon- 
ham, Boteler, Boyce, Brabson, Bristow, Burnett, John B. 
Clark, Cobb, Cox, Crawford,Curry, John G. Davis, Reuben 
Davis, Dunn, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Gilmer, Hale, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hickman, 
| Hoard, Holman, Houston, Hughes, Hutchins, Jones, Kil- 
linger, Kunkel, Lamar, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Longnecker, Love, Lovejoy, Mallory, Maynard, McPher- 
| son, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Laban ‘I’. Moore, 
Sydenham Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, Por- 
| ter, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Sherman, Spinner, 
Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, James A. Stewart, Stokes, 
Thomas, Tompkins, Trimble, Underwood, Vallandigham, 
Webster, Whiteley, and Wright—80. 


So the bill was passed. 
Before the vote was announced, 


Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. Kerrt was 
sick, and had paired with some gentleman upon 
| the other side of the House. 

Mr. ELIOT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
_ Trary, had paired with Mr. Rosinson, of Illinois. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said that if he had 
| been within the bar when his name was called, 
he would have voted * no,”’ 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
| suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| CATTLE DISEASE. 
| Mr.GROW. Before the question is put upon 


that motion, I desire to state that the Committee 
on Agriculture have obtained some information 
which they desire to have printed, so that itmay 

go forth to the country. 
I presume there will be no 
| objection to the order to print. 
Mr. WHITELEY. I object. 

Mr. GROW. I move to suspend the rules. 
_Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot yield for the mo- 
| tion. 





MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| _ A message was received from the Senate, by 
_Mr. Parton, one of their clerks, notifying the 





state of the Union had, according to order, had | House that the Senate further insist upon their 


the Union 


generally under consideration, and par- | disagreement to the amendments of tre 


ticularly the bill of the House No. 350, making | Representatives insisted upon by the Houses, 


appropriations for light-houses, beacons, buoys, 


_ agree to the further conference on the disagreeing 


&c., and had instructed him to report the same to || votes of the two Houses thereon, and have ap- 


ouse of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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pointed Mr. Jounson of Tennessee, Mr, 
TLE, and Mr. Brown, as such committee 


part. 


Doou. 
on thei 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the Presiden: of 
the United States, by James Bucnanay, his Pri. 
vate Secretary, notifying the House that he dig 
to-day approve and sign a bill for the liquidatio 
of the unadjusted contracts of the Tennessee tive 
improvement. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now ask for a vote Upon 
my motion to go into committee on the Navy 
appropriation bill. 

he motion was agreed to; so the rules were 
suspended. The House accordingly resolye 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the stay 
of the Union, (Mr. Ketoee, of Hliinois, in th 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of House 
bill No. 500, ‘‘making appropriations for th. 
naval service for the year ending the 30th June 
1861.”’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to move to recom. 
mit this bill to the Committee of Ways ané 
Means. There seems to be so much differen 
of opinion among the committee themselves jp 
relation to it, that I conclude we had better yp. 
commit it, and allow the Committee of Waysanj 
Means to perfect it. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penp. 
sylvania is, of course, aware that this committee 
has no power to refera bill to another committee, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move, then, that the} 
be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means for correction, 
I have no hope myself that the motion will pr. 
vail; but I deem it my duty to make it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is that motion in order? 

The CHAIRMAN The Chair thinks th 

entleman is entitled to have a vote upon it, if he 

esires. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a message from the 
Senate was received by Mr. Parton, one of their 
clerks, requesting the return of the following 
bills: 

An act (S. No. 271) for the relief of John T. 
Brown, which passed the Senate May 4, 1x60; 
and 

An act (S. No. 84) to facilitate communication 
between the Atlantic and Pacific States by elec- 
tric telegraph, with the amendment of the os 
thereto. 

Mr. COLFAX. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to have those bills returned to the 
Senate. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 

Mr. COLFAX. I say to the gentleman that 
it is to correct an error made by the Senate. 

Mr. BURNETT. Nothing in relation to that 
telegraph bill will go, by unanimous consent, 
when I am present. 

The committee then resumed its session; and 
resumed the consideration of the 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MILLSON moved to amend by poring 
out from line one hundred to line one hund 
and eleven, as follows: 


“ For the preservation of works, and for the current re 
pairs at the several navy-yards, viz: 

** At Portsmouth, New Hampshire, $10,000. 

* At Boston, $15,000. 

* At New York, $20,000. 

** At Philadelphia, $15,000, 

** At Washington, $10,000. 

“ At Norfolk, $20,000; and for repairs of ship-houses 4 
and B, at Norfolk, $28,000, 

* At Pensacola, $10,000. 

* At Mare Island, $20,000. 

** At Sackett’s Harbor, $1,000.’ 


And inserting in lieu thereof, as follows: 


For the completion of works, and for the current repalm 
at the several navy-yards, viz: 

Portsmouth, New Hampehire.—For removing coffer-dam, 
sewer, machine shop, capstans for masting shears, repairs 
of floating-dock, and repairs of all kinds, $50,719 50. 

.—For machinery for machine shop and founders, 


pattern shop, grading, paving, and draining railroad tracks 


and cars, steam ffre engine, water-closets, aud repairs 

all kinds, $163,305. 4 
New York.—Por bilge blocks for dry-dock, construct 

of quay wall, dredging channels, and repairing *°° 
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